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ESCAPE TO

WOULD YOU

ESCAPE TO SAFER?

Bex Horton Youth Development Worker for Dreamers

How would you feel if war suddenly broke
out in this country? You were being
persecuted because of what you believed,
because of your ethnicity or because of
who you are. Soldiers had taken your
friends and family away. You had seen
people being imprisoned unjustly, tortured
and killed.

Think about how you might feel?

What emotions would be going
through your head? Worry? Fear?
Anger? Hopelessness?

What would you do next?
Would you ee the country in
search of a better life?

These questions were put to over 600 people
from Leicestershire over a week long event in
May called Escape to Safety.

The Escape to Safety project was born out of
Dreamers, a Leicestershire County Council

youth project for young asylum seekers and
refugees. It was felt that there was a real need for
young people from this country to gain a better
understanding of the experiences of asylum
seekers and refugees.

Thanks to funding from Catalyst, a multi-media
interactive trailer was brought to Mount elds
Lodge Youth Centre for a week long exhibition.
The rooms inside the trailer enabled participants
to travel through a refugee experience by
hearing real life stories of refugee voices from
Rwanda, Afghanistan and Palestine. These voices
spoke of what happened in their countries, how
they coped with border control and immigrations
of cials and then of their treatment at the hands
of the media in this country.

Schools, colleges and youth groups had the
chance to explore the trailer, participate in
workshops by Dreamers youth workers and also
meet some young refugees from the Dreamers
youth group.

The project was a great success and it has
sparked a new awareness and understanding
within Leicestershire about this unique group.
Comments like it makes you realise it s not
what you always read in the papers and | really
understand the agony they go through now
were heard throughout the week, highlighting
that experiential learning can achieve a change of
heart. The event is hopefully to be repeated by
Leicestershire County Council next year so look
out for Escape to Safety 2007.







