The wonders of woodlands

Woodlands in Leicestershire and Rutland are a much loved asset which are enjoyed by many.  Although woodland is one of the most easy to recognise habitats, it is very complex and can contain many different trees, in any order.  

A tree is defined as a woody species, which can grow to at least 5 metre in height, which forms a canopy – the leafy layer that can block sunlight.  The canopy is a natural habitat for many insects, birds and animals.

Large numbers of visitors to woodlands open to the public, across the two counties, have fond memories of walking through woods, densely covered by bluebells, whilst listening to the songs of the woodland birds.  People are encouraged to explore their local woodlands and to help record the fascinating features that can be found within them. 

The free booklet provides a wealth of information relating to the rich tapestry of flora and fauna to be found in woodlands in Leicestershire and Rutland, along with facts about the folklore and the history of trees.  There are projects and activities to complete and a simple survey form is included for people to fill in if they wish to.  A more detailed survey form is also available for anyone who wishes to delve further.

Many people believe Britain is well wooded, when in actual fact, compared to our woodland cover 5000 years ago, Britain has little.  People have been removing woodland trees for thousands of years, and there is not a woodland that remains totally natural.  You can help to safeguard the remaining woodlands and related wildlife that once covered much of Britain. By collecting lots of records people can help conservationists to preserve the county’s many weird and wonderful plants, animals and insects for future generations to enjoy when they go down to the woods.

To find out more information, contact the Holly Hayes Environment and Resources Centre, 216 Birstall Road, Leicestershire LE4 4DG, telephone (0116) 2671950, e-mail wildlife@leics.gov.uk or visit www.leics.gov.uk/celebrating_wildlife.







