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leicestershire Local Access Forum –  OCTOBER 2008

Report of the Director of Community Services


LEICESTERSHIRE WALKING FESTIVAL – OPTIONS FOR 2009 

Purpose of Report

1. To update members on options for a Leicestershire Walking Festival in 2009.
 

Introduction

2. Options for a Leicestershire Walking Festival were discussed by members of various local walking and orienteering groups at an informal meeting on 24th September. The discussion was part of an evening gathering to thank walk leaders and others who helped with the Walking Festival this year at Snibston. 

3. Charnwood Borough Council, Leicestershire Footpath Association, Leicestershire Orienteering Club, Coalville Ramblers, Hinckley Ramblers, and the Ramblers Association Leicestershire Area Committee were represented in the discussion.
4. There was positive support for having a Leicestershire focused Walking Festival and a willingness to contribute walks suitable to fit within a festival programme.

5. A discussion paper prepared for the meeting noted some issues to consider:

a. The event this year was all on one day at one site. Many activities were aimed at people who do not walk regularly and fair weather walkers.
b. Bad weather on the morning, plus an off-putting forecast led to a low attendance, well down on 2007; the main attendees were existing walkers.
c. The creation of the County Council Countryside Service, merging the Country Parks and Rights of Way Teams, needs to be reflected in any future plans.
d. There is already a wide choice of walks, organised by various different bodies, taking place during most weeks in the Spring, Summer and Autumn. These might easily form the building blocks of a walking festival programme.

An outline proposal?

6. Duration/Location. The meeting endorsed the idea of having walks in various locations over several days. It was agreed that this would: 
a. Reduce the impact of any bad weather.
b. Reach more areas of the County and allow more groups to be involved.
c. Showcase the various local walking groups and activities, offering a form of ‘open week’ to give a shared publicity boost to what happens already, and …
d. Encourage people to continue to participate in local walking opportunities. 
Coalville Ramblers noted their programme normally comprises somewhat longer walks, but could organise some shorter ‘taster’ walks for newcomers.

7. A Focus and Finale? Several people at the meeting supported still having a central event. The idea developed during discussion was for a kind of Walking Show or Outdoors Fair to promote walking to a wider audience and act as a culmination at the end of a week of activities. This might involve:
a. A central Country Park venue. Watermead was suggested given its easy access for central Leicestershire and its large existing visitor numbers.
b. A marquee with stands for all walking and related groups and organisations.
c. Retailers of outdoor equipment could have stands if they contributed to costs.
d. Some short walks and orienteering opportunities on site, but no activities which take people away from the site and conflict with visiting the fair.
Issues to be clarified

8. Scope Particularly for Show or Fair there were some differences of opinion about whether it should be:
a. A broad Countryside emphasis e.g. including nature conservation, country crafts, rural produce etc. 
· This may dilute the primary focus on getting active outdoors.

b. A wide coverage of all forms of Outdoor Recreation e.g. cycling, horse riding, canoeing, climbing etc.
· There is a case for this. However a much broader scope would greatly increase the organisational challenges and fit less well with the preceding week of walks.

c. Focus primarily on walking and related activities e.g. orienteering, cross country running etc.

· At least for the first year an event that is more focused and somewhat smaller is more manageable.

9. Number of Days The suggestion is to cover 8 or 9 days, starting on one Saturday and ending on either the following Saturday or Sunday.
10. Time of Year This needs to avoid the National Forest Walking Festival in late May and several major Country Parks events in late August. Two options have been suggested:
a. Sometime in September after most Leicestershire children are back at school.
· Fewer people will then be away on holiday. 
· Traditionally this time of year can offer good weather.
b. Late July was suggested at the meeting as an alternative, aiming to avoid the traditional Leicestershire Industrial fortnight.

· This has the advantage of much lighter nights allowing evening walks (a feature which has proved popular in the National Forest Walking Festival).

11. A Steering Committee? A steering committee of representatives from the various main partners has proved effective in the case of the National Forest Walking Festival. A similar approach may be effective in this case.
12. Further Partners? Which other organisations should be invited as main partners? At the meeting it was suggested the Leicester City Council should be approached.
Officer to Contact

Andrew Poole, Access Officer (Marketing and Promotions) Tel: 0116 305 7655 
Email: ajpoole@leics.gov.uk 
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