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Activity:
Victorian & WW2 Christmas
History



ABOUT THE ACTIVITY

As with all of our activities, this is designed to complement the work done in school – it is not meant to be a complete history unit.

Children try a range of seasonal activities, including:

· Playground games, such as ‘Looby Loo’, ‘Dollies’ and Skipping.

· Indoor games, such as Happy families, Dominoes and Shut the Box.

· Writing a Christmas card in the Victorian or WW2 schoolrooms.

· Listening to seasonal stories in the Air Raid Shelter or specially decorated story room.

· Making a Christmas decoration in the craft room.

· Singing Christmas songs on the main staircase in the Hall.

· Meeting Santa Claus in his grotto in the cellars.

· Dragging the Yule log around the grounds (for older children only – and only if time permits).



WHERE THE ACTIVITY FITS IN

to a visit to Beaumanor

A Christmas trip to Beaumanor is a fun and exciting day, but also fits into the history curriculum as part of a Victorian or  WW2 topic.

to the QCA scheme

History unit 9 
What was it like for children in the Second World War? or,

History unit 11 
What was it like for children living in Victorian Britain? 



ADAPTING THE ACTIVITY FOR A DIFFERENT AGE GROUP

Younger children could:

· Do the same activities, with staff help at a level appropriate to their age and abilities.

Older children could:

· Do more advanced versions of the same activities.



PRIOR LEARNING
VOCABULARY
RESOURCES

It is helpful if the children have learned:

· that children had simpler, cheaper, more sociable Christmases than today.

· about the basic history of the period they are in (Victorian or WW2).

· some of the songs we have available as music and song sheets and / or some other songs of significance to the school.
In this activity, children will have opportunities to use:

· words associated with Christmas, e.g. Yule, decorations, figgy pudding, Santa Claus.   
· words associated with their period, e.g. make-do-and-mend, slate and chalk.
· words associated with the games, e.g. board, counters, dice, fairness, morals, rules.
· words associated with the seasons, e.g. winter, spring, solstice, season, tradition
· Games and toys.

· Craft materials.

· Story books.

· Music and song sheets.

· Base rooms.

· Activity rooms and outdoor areas.

· Staff for each group.

· A small present for each child (candy stick).



EXPECTATIONS

At the end of this activity, due to age or ability

most children will:
have an idea of Christmas from the viewpoint of a child of their adoptive period.

some children will not have 
made so much progress and will:
have had a fun and exciting day and learned how to play some traditional games. 

some children will have 
progressed further and will:
have understood the basic sociability of historical Christmases and the simplicity of earlier times, as well as learning some traditional games in more depth. 

ICT POSSIBILITIES

In our computer suite at Beaumanor during a residential visit, or back at school after the visit

· We have the Beaumanor census from 1851 to 1901 available.  We use it to learn about the servants and also to learn about using databases (Information Manager).  We can extend this work into more general work on using and creating databases.
· As with all visits to Beaumanor, we have several digital cameras available for use by groups.  These could be used by staff and children during a residential visit and the pictures produced could be incorporated into multi media presentation packages such as ‘Illuminatus’, ‘MS Publisher’ and ‘MS Powerpoint’, initially at Beaumanor, then back at school after the visit.

· We also have a WW2 CD available to visiting groups (see ‘Work Back in School’). 



WORK BACK IN SCHOOL

· A database of Beaumanor servants is available on floppy disc for use back in school.  The disc contains files in “MS Works”, “MS Excel” and “RM Information Manager” format.

· We have produced a CD based web site, available to visiting groups, which includes large amounts of information taken from primary sources.  It contains local newspaper reports, Government manuals and leaflets, biographical information about world leaders, a time line, a dictionary and recipes, as well as activities and ideas for teachers.  Original information and simplified versions of the newspaper articles are connected so that children can study things at a level appropriate to them.

· A similar database of census material local to the school could be collected.

· Children can practice the games and toys back in school.

· The children’s classroom can be re-arranged in a similar manner to the Beaumanor classroom for further role-play. 



RISK ASSESSMENT

In addition to the ‘Group Visits - General Risk Assessment’, the following specific risks have been identified

Hazard
Risk control

Scissors, sellotape dispensers and staplers
In the craft room, children are not allowed to walk about the room with scissors, are cautioned against the serrated edges of the sellotape dispensers and are only allowed to use staplers under direct supervision of adults.

Flashing lights.
On WW2 days, when children go into the air raid shelter for Christmas stories, staff are asked whether flickering lights might cause a problem to any participant.  If there might be a problem, the lights are not switched on.

Indoor games and toys.
Children are cautioned against putting any objects, such as counters, dice or chessmen, into their mouths.

Skidding and tripping around the site.
Children are warned to be careful around the site, especially during damp weather.

Victorian schoolroom.
Children are cautioned against slamming the desk lids and are warned about the sharp points on the writing pens.

Outdoor games.
Children are warned not to get over excited or too boisterous during the playground games, in case they fall over.

Staircase in the main Hall.
When leaving the main Hall by the staircase, children are warned about moving extremely carefully and are then tightly controlled on their descent to the courtyard.

Dragging the Yule log.
When older children have a go at dragging the Yule log, a safe method is explained and rigidly adhered to.  Beaumanor staff are present and are in complete control during the activity.
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