Tree Survey Guidance

A Tree Survey must be undertaken by an applicant where there are trees within the application site or on land adjacent to it, where they could be affected by the development.  This guidance is a summary of British Standard 5837:2005 'Trees in Relation to Construction - Recommendations' which explains that a tree survey should ensure the following work is undertaken.  This work should be undertaken at the start of the design process to maximise existing landscape features on the site, to ensure that trees are protected during the construction process and avoid the loss of trees as part of the future maintenance of the site.

1. 
A Detailed Tree Survey should be carried out before the main site layout is designed.  The survey should document all trees on the site.  The trees should be categorised in accordance with the retention categories detailed in BS 5837 to enable the most suitable trees to be selected.  The survey should also include a constraints plan which identifies a root protection area (RPA) around all trees selected for retention.

2. 
The initial design should have regard to the retention of the most important trees whilst considering the development potential of the site.  The site layout should be designed to ensure that selected trees can be effectively protected during construction and integrated compatibly with the new development.
3. 
A Tree Protection Plan - should be formulated to eliminate the risk of construction damage to trees selected for retention.  The tree protection plan should identify root protection areas (RPAs) and specify the protective fencing to be used to exclude the RPAs from the construction site.  

4.
An Arboricultural Method Statement - should include details of pre-construction tree surgery and felling (i.e. trees to be removed) and include any additional measures to be adopted to protect retained trees, particularly where construction works are likely to impact on RPAs (e.g. ground protection, methods of trench excavation).
5. 
Site management and implementation - it is essential during development that all site construction personnel are fully briefed on, and understand, the measures being adopted to protect trees selected for retention.  Particular emphasis should be placed on the fact that RPAs should be excluded from the operational site. 

6. 
Programme of Post Construction Aftercare - a programme of works should be identified to remedy any construction related damage.  This may include additional tree surgery work, aeration of compacted soils, mulching and preparation of areas to be landscaped.

7. 
Scheme of New Tree Planting - this will be included in the overall landscaping plan for the site.  New tree species should be carefully selected to ensure that they can exist compatibly with the newly developed site.  Aerial and subterranean space should therefore be sufficient to accommodate the tree at maturity.
For Further advice you can contact:

Nick Fell (Forestry Officer) Tel. 0116 3056920 Email: Nick.Fell@leics.gov.uk
Andrew Shaw (Landscape Officer) Tel. 0116 305 7061 Email: Andrew.Shaw@leics.gov.uk
