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Curriculum

+ Pupils can develop and support their own
and others’emotional health and well-being
across the school community. SEAL (Social
and Emotional Aspects of Learning) guidance
should be used.

Campus

« The school can have clear policies covering
emotional health and well-being, including the
management of bullying.

Community

+ There can be a whole school and community
approach to emotional health and well-being.
The school can set out clear values in its
prospectus.

Curriculum

+ Pupils can look at the lifestyle of different
sections of the local community. This can
include diet and initiatives to reduce the use
of the car and encourage walking and cycling.
This can come into curriculum subjects such
as food technology, science, PE, citizenship
and PSHE.

Campus

+ Pupils can look at where there are
opportunities to display healthy living
messages around their school, especially in
areas that are used frequently by visitors.
Pupils can also develop wildlife areas within
the school campus and open up these areas
to interested local groups.

Community

+ Pupils can look at where there are
opportunities to display information around
their schools about healthy living, biodiversity
and transport initiatives, especially in areas
that are used frequently by visitors to the
school and its grounds.

Campus

+ In adopting a rights and responsibilities
approach, the school community becomes a
caring and safe place to be, encouraging high
levels of parental involvement (Articles 18, 19).

Community

+ Pupils act as ambassadors for the local
community, helping it to adopt values based
on rights and responsibilities that focus on
improving the relationship between young
people and adults.

Curriculum

+ Pupils build on skills in geography, PSHE and
citizenship when they research and identify
local groups who could benefit from the
school’s gardening expertise.

Campus

+ RHS online case studies encourage schools
to contribute gardening services to improve
local well-being. Older pupils can appreciate
the value of the gardening skills they have
learned by contributing time on supervised
projects in the local community, particularly
for disadvantaged groups.

Community

« Through Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
days, the local business community can offer
its services to schools, whilst gaining valuable
insights into the developing values and beliefs
of young people.



Curriculum

Get in the paper (task 4.4): in English or
citizenship pupils can write to their local
newspaper about activities they are doing

to make the school sustainable. Write to your
MP (task 4.5): they can also write to their
local MP about local environmental or
conservation issues.

Campus

Minibeasts close-up (task 1.3): the pupils

can investigate the rich diversity of living
creatures around the school by finding and
catching minibeasts (insects, bugs and creepy
crawlies) so that they can have a close look
and identify them.

Community

Put on a show (task 4.2): the school and pupils
can put on a show for the local community to

inform them about wildlife and issues affecting

itin the local area.

Curriculum

Pupils can write a letter to their local MP or
MEP about a local environmental issue that
concerns them. For example, better recycling
facilities or the building of a wind turbine. This
can be done in curriculum subjects such as
english or citizenship.

Campus

The community can be involved in the use
of the school grounds. Pupils can work with
the local community on environmental
enhancement projects.

Community

Pupils can investigate local views on
environmental issues.
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Curriculum

Pupils can work on the ‘making a difference
in my school’ This can be done in curriculum
subjects such as citizenship, PSHE, science,
geography and technology.

Community

There is a section on‘making a difference in my
community’. This can energise the community
by informing families and the wider
community about energy saving options.

Curriculum

There are opportunities here for pupils

to develop an understanding of the
interconnectedness of social, economic and
environmental well-being in a local, national
and international framework.

Community

Opportunities to learn cooking skills can be
offered to parents and the wider community
outside school hours. Opportunities to get
involved in food growing - alongside pupils
— can be offered to parents and the wider
community.
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Global dimension

This diagram illustrates how the various schemes
support the global dimension doorway across the
three core areas of school practice identified in
the National Framework for Sustainable Schools:
curriculum, campus and community
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Curriculum

+ Pupils can make comparisons between
their own lives and those of people in
other countries. They can also learn about
environmental change and sustainable
development, rights and responsibilities,
government and democracy, and the diverse
nature of society in the UK. Pupils can study
people, places and environments in different
parts of the world and in different states of
economic development.

Campus

«  Whole-school global and international
activities can be displayed and demonstrated
around the school campus.

Community

- In the school’s statement of intent, the
school can demonstrate how it will be
involving the local community in developing
internationalism and global awareness. The
school can also involve the local community in

a variety of events and evaluation of the events.

Curriculum

+ Teaching and learning emphasises a rights
and responsibilities approach to the study
of development issues. This includes the
challenging of development stereotypes and
learning about the links between unfair trade
and children’s rights to a healthy and clean
environment (Articles 1, 2).

Campus

+ Pupils can learn through assemblies about the
global dimension and how they can actively
promote a more just and sustainable world.

Community

+ Pupils can engage the community in
addressing issues of global inequality and
sustainable development through fair trade
events and specific school days.
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Curriculum

+ Eco-Schools is an international programme
with 40 countries participating around the
world. There are opportunities to develop
links with partner countries to exchange
ideas and information. Curriculum subjects
such as geography, science, modern foreign
languages, citizenship, English and PSHE
would be ideal for this theme.

Campus

« Pupils can investigate where products and
resources on the schools campus come from
and display on a map at a focal point within
the school.

Community

« Pupils can form links with local community
groups that have a global dimension.
This could be to start an initiative to raise
awareness, or possibly to inform and engage
other members of the local community.

Curriculum

+ Pupils can focus on localised efforts at
renewable technologies such as providing
contrasting localities and how energy is
produced and utilised, for example, in the
UK, India and Sri Lanka. This work could be
explored in geography and citizenship.

Community

+ There can be wider forums for the school and
local community to interact, looking at issues
such as‘what’s our impact on the planet and
what can we do about it?’
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Curriculum

« Science and geography are brought to life for
pupils looking at the causes and impacts of
climate change for world food production and
conservation of habitats.

Campus

+ Pupils become aware of their own potential to
transform the environment in which they live,
for the benefit of future generations. Pupils are
encouraged to reflect on the legacy of their
individual and team contributions.

Community

+ By using new technologies and linking with
overseas schools who are also growing plants,
new shared experiences are created for
school communities to foster international
understanding.

Curriculum

+ Teachers can explore with pupils the ethical
and environmental issues around food choices
in classes and assemblies. One Planet Food film
and other resources are available.

Campus

- Fair trade items can be offered at lunch in the
canteen or in vending machines.

Curriculum

+ Pupils can complete research into certain
aspects of the environment. They can set up
an email exchange comparing different local
environments or look into energy usage across
the world.

Curriculum

« The PSHE curriculum can be developed for
pupils in Key Stages 1-4 as well as global
issues in citizenship in Key Stages 1 and 2.
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4.

Related Programmes
and Initiatives

In the course of developing this document a
number of programmes and initiatives were
identified which did not fully meet the criteria of
school-based recognition schemes with national
coverage. Nonetheless they have considerable
value for schools and are therefore profiled in
this section.
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breathing
places

BBC Breathing Places Schools

The BBC Breathing Places Schools project is
designed to get teachers and pupils involved in
making their school a better place for nature by
doing one simple activity each term. Breathing
Places Schools is most relevant to the ‘Buildings
and grounds’and ‘Inclusion and participation’
doorways of the National Framework for
Sustainable Schools.

Currently, two of six activities have been released.

Each activity builds on the last (they can also be
completed separately) and is designed to work in
urban, suburban and rural locations. Registration
for Breathing Places Schools is free and is done
online. Registered schools are able to download
teaching materials, resources and curricular links
for each activity. Occasionally further resources
will also be sent to schools to enable them to
complete the activities.

As well as supporting the doorways identified
above, Breathing Places Schools’ activities
support the dedicated biodiversity modules for
Eco-Schools in England, Scotland and Northern
Ireland.

Website: www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/
schools

wildlife

THUSTS

GLOBE Programme

This programme is a practical environmental
education project which started in 1994 in the
United States and now spans 109 countries
with 16,000 schools taking part. In the UK it is
run by the Wildlife Trusts. It aims to enhance
environmental awareness of individuals
worldwide.

Pupils in Key Stages 2, 3 and 4 are encouraged to
collect data in science- and geography-related
areas and then use numeracy and ICT skills to
upload that data onto the internet. The data can
then be compared with other schools in the UK
and around the world.

The programme has links with NASA and NOAA
in the United States which allows schools to use
satellite images to support their findings. Schools
can download curriculum-linked resources from
the website to use in conjunction with their work.

Website: www.globe.org.uk


www.bbc.co.uk/breathingplaces/schools

Sustainable Learning

An energy and water management programme for schools

Sustainable Learning

Sustainable Learning is a free-structured, task-
based approach to managing energy and water
use in schools. This web-based programme
breaks effective energy and water management
down into a number of smaller tasks across six
themes:

. Setting up and operating a utility team
« Carrying out building inspections
« Monitoring energy and water use

« Incorporating energy and water efficiency into
curricular activities

+ Raising awareness
« Making savings

The programme aims to show schools how to
use their buildings and grounds as learning

tools in raising awareness of the environmental
and financial implications of energy and water
consumption. The development of an action plan
and an energy and water policy is key and these
can be incorporated in future policy documents.

There are three levels of accreditation: Level

one is self-assessed via the scheme website.
Levels two and three are assessed by the scheme
managers via an application and supporting
evidence.

Sustainable Learning is managed by Building
Research Establishment (BRE) and its partners
Centre for Research Education and Training in
Energy (CREATE). It is open to nursery, primary,
secondary and special schools.

Website: www.sustainablelearning.info
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d.
Further Resources



The Sustainable Schools area of Teachernet
contains all the key publications and guidance
commissioned by the DCSF to support schools on
their journey towards sustainable development.

The web address is:
www.teachernet.gov.uk/sustainableschools
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Independent advisor and watchdog:
www.sd-commission.org.uk

DCSF sustainable development action plan:
www.dcsf.gov.uk/aboutus/sd

Every Child Matters:
www.everychildmatters.gov.uk

Extended schools:
www.teachernet.gov.uk/extendedschools

Global Gateway:
www.globalgateway.org.uk

Growing Schools:
www.teachernet.gov.uk/growingschools

Learning Outside the Classroom:
www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/
resourcematerials/outsideclassroom

National College for Schools Leadership:
www.ncsl.org.uk/sustainableschools-
index.htm

Ofsted’s analysis of sustainable schools:
www.ofsted.gov.uk/assets/Internet_
Content/Shared_Content/Files/2008/may/
schoolsandsustain.pdf


www.teachernet.gov.uk/teachingandlearning/resourcematerials/outsideclassroom
www.ofsted.gov.uk/assets/Internet_Content/Shared_Content/Files/2008/may/schoolsandsustain.pdf
www.ncsl.org.uk/sustainableschools-index.htm
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Notes
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