Short Summary Report for the Quality Monitoring Project of the Wider Opportunities Music in Leicestershire and Leicester City Primary Schools

What is Wider Opportunities Music?

The main aim of the Wider Opportunities Music programme is to create opportunities, over time, for every Key Stage 2 (KS2) pupil who wants to learn to receive a sustained period of free specialist tuition on a musical instrument or to receive specialist vocal tuition, usually in a large group or whole class setting. The ideal period for the initial tuition is considered to be a year. At the end of that year, the target is that at least 50% of these pupils will then continue with an enhanced musical experience on their instrumental/vocal learning either on the same or a different instrument. It is intended that this will also support pupils’ improved self esteem, self confidence and social skills, with improved attitudes to schooling and improved musicality. 
Overview

Evaluation of Wider Opportunities music in Leicester and Leicestershire was carried out over a thirty day period during November 2008 in a sample of 31 schools.
It was clear from the school visits and the outcomes of the project, that a large number of schools did not have a grasp of what the full aims of the Wider Opportunities Music fund is. At this time, only a few schools in the monitoring project had met all the desired outcomes recommended by the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCFS) criteria for successful practice, although a significant amount of outstanding practice was observed for fulfilment of the statements when taken individually. 
A number of schools had not looked closely enough at their project to ensure that it at least met a number of the desired outcomes and others had not run a distinct project, but had used the money to support the instrumental tuition already on offer in order to provide opportunity to more pupils. In the most effective cases, this had actually had a significant impact on the number of pupils learning instruments either due to the loan of an instrument or by reducing parental contribution to a low level to ensure that take-up of instrumental music lessons was very high. However, it does not meet the Wider Opportunities criteria of free tuition for a year.

In the least successful examples, the Wider Opportunities money had been used by schools to deliver national curriculum music (as part of their Planning Preparation and Assessment time (PPA) for teachers) without incorporating any specific programme for the teaching of singing or instrumental tuition. This is not an acceptable use of the money. See Full report for the project outcomes on the Department for Children, Schools and Families (DCFS) criteria for successful practice statements

Impact Upon the Pupils.
This report has not attempted to measure the long-term impact of pupils’ participation in music. However, it has been clear from the surveys and discussions that there have been significant personal and educational gains to the pupils which can in part be attributed to their involvement in the Wider Opportunities projects and to their music education in general. The Wider Opportunities funding has enabled some schools to considerably expand the range of music they offer.

Promoting Wider Opportunities Music

Over 30% of schools in the county and the city have not yet taken advantage of Wider Opportunities funding. It is hoped that those schools will be able to use the case studies to help them either design a suitable project that would suit their own school or to choose what project they would like to buy in from a provider.

Sustaining Wider Opportunities Music

Some of the most effective projects were quite simple and did not cost a significant amount of money. In fact, some schools were running a project that fitted the remit of Wider Opportunities Music without realising it. Often, effective projects were delivered by class teachers, with an interest or expertise in music.

Case studies of good or outstanding practice. 
During the visits, it was not possible to observe all that some schools did that fitted the Wider Opportunities remit. Therefore some of the practice described here is also from documentary evidence supplied by the school. Schools are listed in alphabetical order. Please note that where similar projects were seen in more than one school, only one example is given. See Full report for case studies of individual schools
Overall Conclusion
The evaluation concludes that the Wider Opportunities Music in Leicestershire and Leicester has had a significant impact on the range of music-making opportunities for pupils. In many schools, there is overwhelming enthusiasm and quality music provision, with good outcomes in the form of pupil’s enjoyment of school, the improvements in their self confidence and the new music skills learned, many at a good level and some at an outstanding level. However, generally, schools need to plan their projects with more focus on the DCFS objects, especially in relation to:

1) A period of free tuition that would normally last a year

2) Large group or class teaching

3) The choice of instrument/s (this has a significant impact on the cost and expertise required to teach)

4) Sustainability of their projects so that children who want to continue their learning are able to do so into a second year and beyond

5) Playing in ensembles/singing in choirs with performance opportunities.

There is concern over the lack of understanding of many of the principles of the Wider Opportunities music initiative seen in schools. Many Headteachers and Wider Opportunities coordinators were aware of this lack of knowledge and it was partly due to the huge number of initiatives currently being undertaken by primary schools with which school staff need to be familiar. Overall the take-up following Wider Opportunities music in Leicester and Leicestershire is below the DCFS target of 50% continuation although higher than the national average. Based on information provided by all schools undertaking Wider Opportunities programmes 30% have continued learning after their initial access project in 2007-08. Nationally this puts the two local authorities in the second quartile of national achievement. As previously stated, specialist music tuition for ALL KS2 pupils (not just take-up following Wider Opportunities) in the schools visited ranged from 0% – 59%. Schools therefore need to consider the opportunities for continuation and ensembles/choirs as a key part of provision when setting up their Wider Opportunities projects.

See full report for recommendations for wider opportunities projects and
information regarding the inclusion of wider opportunities music and music tuition in school self evaluation. The full report on the Wider Opportunities Monitoring Project is available to download LeicesterShire Arts in Education website (www.leics.gov.uk/artsined), on EIS (county schools)  or schools’ extranet (city schools)
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