SEN/SENCOs

Learning Support Service Developments
Many schools have been using the Pupil Advice Meeting (PAM) approach, with effective outcomes for the schools and pupils. On the spot, verbal feedback by the LSS tutor to the SENCO and other school staff, allows for precise and pertinent advice to be given. 

However, some SENCOs are finding that a PAM does not supply enough depth, but a full diagnostic assessment would not be appropriate. As a result we have developed the Spotlight Assessment. In this case the SENCO would collect some information and data about the pupil (similar to that required for a PAM), and request some additional, more specialised testing from LSS (related to a particular aspect of the pupil’s functioning, e.g. processing speed; auditory discrimination….).
We are also responding to the demand for a more scaffolded approach to our assessments, so that schools can now request a Supported PAM or Supported Spotlight Assessment. This is where a specialist Learning Support Service HLTA would guide school support staff, in collecting suitable pupil information and data.

For a summary of advice and assessments now available, please see the arrow chart included with this article.
Please feel welcome to contact me to discuss bespoke packages of support for your school or to clarify any issues relating to advice and assessment.

Val Brown, Acting Service Manager
Learning Support Service

Specialist Teaching Services

01530 513600
valerie.brown@leics.gov.uk

LEARNING SUPPORT SERVICE

OVERVIEW OF PUPIL ADVICE/ASSESSMENT
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	Full Diagnostic Assessment
	·  Tutor will come into school for approx. 3 hours to carry out diagnostic tests. Verbal feedback from tutor following assessments and meeting with parents/carers.

· Full report provided with analysis of test results together with suggestions for next steps for learning and diagnosis (if appropriate)
	£400

	
	Supplemented Spotlight Assessment
	· Pre-visit by HLTA - 1hr (*see below) 

· School provides pupil’s views + information from parent/carer (questionnaire in LSS pack)

· This is then followed by tutor’s visit (2hrs) who will carry out assessments on a particular area e.g. literacy/numeracy

· Short report provided including bullet pointed suggestions for next steps for learning.
	£280

	
	Spotlight Assessment
	· School carries out Small Steps Tracker, Spelling test, unaided writing and provides scripts together with pupil’s views + parental/carer input. (see questionnaire in LSS pack) 

· Tutor’s visit (2hrs) to carry out focused assessments on a particular area e.g. literacy/numeracy

· Short report together with bullet pointed suggestions for next steps for learning.
	£240

	
	Supplemented PAM
	· Pre-visit by HLTA* - 1hr (see below)

· School provides pupil’s views + information from parent/carer (questionnaire in LSS pack)

· School provides background re-current additional and different input

· Tutor visit (1hr) 30 mins with pupil/ 30 mins with SENCo/Teacher/Ta (as appropriate).  Feedback re particular focus area.

· Brief bullet pointed report provided with suggestions
	£150

	
	PAM
	· Pupil’s views + input from parent/carer collected. (see questionnaire in LSS pack).

· School carries out all pre-testing required and sends all collected materials to tutor prior to visit.

· Tutor visit (1hr) 30 mins with pupil, 30 mins with SENCo/Teacher/TA (as appropriate)

· Brief bullet pointed report provided with suggestions
	£110

	
	* Our HLTAs will work 1:1 with TA from school and identified pupil on Small Steps Tracker, Single Word Spelling Test and if necessary unaided writing task, modelling the techniques and ways of recording.  This is also a way of developing the skills and knowledge of the TAs in schools. 


LSS/Spotlight Assessment Promotion


