5th February 2010 
Dear Colleague

Allocation of funds from Standards Funds for Music for 2010/11
Continued funding

Firstly despite recent news concerning County Council Savings we will still be delivering our extensive programme of teaching and ensemble activities in 2010/2011.  

For the last two years, funding has been made available for KS2 Music to support the wider opportunities pledge explained in “Excellence and Enjoyment”:

This funding in its current format will continue for one more academic year 2010/11.  This is a fantastic opportunity to widen access to many more children and the majority of County schools are delivering programmes now.  
Supporting continuation after the first free initial access year and enabling children to play in ensembles is also an integral part of any Wider Opportunities programme so please take that into account in your planning. 

 Both DCSF and HMI are keen that continuing instrumental/vocal learners encompass those children who might not otherwise have learnt without your extra encouragement and support.  We will try to help with advice or with answering queries, even if your plans do not include buying tuition from Leicester-Shire Arts in Education. 

What is Wider Opportunities and who can receive funds?

To receive funds equivalent to the amount devolved last year from the Standards Fund for Music for your Wider Opportunities Programme, you need to meet the following criteria:

1. Your programme fulfils The Wider Opportunities pledge that “over time all children at KS2 who want to shall have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument/sing with a vocal specialist.”

2. Your Wider Opportunities programme has 

ACCESS

· A free instrumental/vocal access stage comprising taster session(s) and sessions to develop musical skills/general musicianship.

· The initial access stage usually lasts for a year and is usually taught as whole class/large group.

CONTINUATION 

· A continuation stage where, after the free initial access stage, children can make an informed choice and decide if they wish to continue to learn a musical instrument/sing.

· The expectations are that 

· at least 50% of children will continue their learning either on the same or on a different instrument;

· that the children will play in ensembles through school, area or county/city wide ensembles;

· they will put on a musical production/concert.

· DCSF definition of continuation states “they will engage in enhanced music

      making experiences beyond their statutory National Curriculum experience.”

· Charging and remission policies in schools should ensure this choice is affordable for all children; children in care are entitled to free provision (Contact Leicester-Shire Arts in Education for details about reclaiming costs for children in care.)

Accessing the funding

It has been agreed with schools Funding Forum that arrangements for accessing the funding will be similar to last year:

Schools with KS2 pupils will have access to the same level of funds for their school as those devolved in 2009/10. (Contact Divya Haller (Wider Opportunities Administrator) at Leicester-Shire Arts in Education 0116 270 0850 if you are unsure of your allocation.) 

To help comply with Department for Children, Schools and Families monitoring requirements, there will be the need for each school to provide a plan before the funds are released. This is not a bid for funding but a plan indicating how the funds have been/will be used to meet the aims of the grant. As long as the plan meets the aims for Wider Opportunities at KS2, the funds will be allocated.

Plans for KS2 pupils to learn a musical instrument and/or to receive specialist vocal tuition can be for your own school’s schemes or for projects with Leicester-Shire Arts in Education.  Arts in Education projects are limited in number and date order of forms received will be taken into account when meeting demand.
We will also give priority to schools who are already involved in a project with us to ensure continuity for pupils.

Complete the BLUE planning form for your own school scheme.

The deadline for receipt of your plan is 15th March. 

Plans received after 15th March 2010 are not guaranteed to receive funds for the beginning of the autumn term and, if considerably later, may not receive funds for academic year 20010/11 if the funds have been re-allocated.  

Complete the PINK planning form to request a Leicester-Shire Arts in Education project. 

The deadline for receipt of your plan is 15th March. 

Projects will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 

Instruments required for projects cannot be guaranteed delivery for the beginning of the autumn term if plans are returned after the deadline.

Making provision for continuing learners

A further change to help children’s ongoing learning relates to the way invoices will be issued for schools working with Leicester-Shire Arts in Education. From 2008/09 academic year Leicester-Shire Arts in Education has introduced a requirement that schools are invoiced directly (Option S) for the tuition of pupils in their Wider Opportunities follow-on year (WO2) to give maximum flexibility in group size and make-up.  If your school is now using one of Leicester-Shire Arts in Education’s Wider Opportunities projects, you will be contacted shortly with help to establish which pupils will continue to learn next year.  If your school is running an alternative project and you would like us to help with your pupils’ continuation tuition, please contact Divya Haller.  
Monitoring arrangements for the Standards Fund for Wider Opportunities

The Local Authority is required by DCSF to submit monitoring information annually about numbers of children involved in initial access programmes, numbers of continuing learners and numbers of ensembles. For schools undertaking a Wider Opportunities project with Leicester-Shire Arts in Education, much of the required information will be known. The planning form for schools that are undertaking their own schemes will provide summary information for the survey. We expect to undertake pupil level data collection  in the summer term,  so please keep records of pupils that have taken part in Wider Opportunities programmes in 2009/10 including any that plan to continue instrumental/vocal learning through “enhanced music making activities in addition to their statutory National Curriculum experience”.  

In their paper, Music Education and the Music Grant, DCSF are recommending monitoring of the following:

a) Pupil enjoyment

b) Pupil progress and attainment

c) Number of pupils learning within the programme (by year)

d) Number of pupils learning after/beyond the programme (by pupil group i.e. Children in Care, disabled, pupils with Special Educational Needs or gifted and talented pupils)

e) Number of pupils attending ensembles (by pupil group, i.e. see above)

f)  Number of pupils transferring to another instrument

g) Number of pupils stopping and reasons for stopping

h) Number of new pupils

You are advised to monitor your programmes using these points.

In 2009/10 the Local Authority also tried to gain a view of qualitative as well as quantitative information through visits to a sample of schools. The report, a summary and case studies from local schools is on Schools Extranet or on Leicester-Shire Arts in Education website (www.leics.gov.uk/artsined) 

Instruments

Leicester-Shire Arts in Education is able to access a fund for instruments that is being administered by the Federation of Music Services. This means that schools that purchase projects from the service will be able to have free or very low cost loan of instruments for their project and for pupils continuing beyond the first year.  Some instruments will also be available to schools running their own schemes. The allocation of funds is limited and instruments are expensive so the fairest way to meet demand will be on a first come first served basis for this year. Cheaper instrument such as guitars, and small percussion items will not be available through this scheme.

A new band for pupils continuing learning after their initial Wider Opportunities programme

We are very pleased to let you know that at Leicester-Shire Arts in Education we have established a “starter” band for young people who will be continuing instrumental learning in brass, woodwind and percussion instruments after the initial Wider Opportunities access year. 
Many more young people are now learning to play instruments in the city and county. Crucial to their motivation to want to continue will be the chance to play with others in an ensemble. 
The support of schools in encouraging children to continue learning and joining this band will be essential to its success.
If this new band is of particular interest to your school’s pupils, please contact Divya Haller for further information.
Action points:

Return the blue form as soon as possible and at the latest by 15th  March if you  have your own school scheme for Wider Opportunities in instrumental/ vocal tuition and want to access funding for 2010/11
Return the pink form as soon as possible and at the latest by 15th March if you would like to work in partnership with Leicester-Shire Arts in Education on a Wider Opportunities project.

Yours sincerely
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Sandy Hay, 

Head of Music
