Leicestershire
County Council

A survey of frogs and toads In
Leicestershire and Rutland

i i _. 1 Rutland
Supported by the County

Heritage thtery Fund Council



Numbers of amphibians - animals that live both on land and
spawn Sp@)t in water - are declining across the UK. This is caused by

many factors, including pollution, damage to, or loss of,
habitats, and disease. As amphibians are good indicators of the health of the
environment, any changes in numbers can warn us of unfavourable changes to our
countryside. Conservationists need more information on where common frogs and
common toads are found in Leicestershire and Rutland, and how many there are. Your
help is needed!

(®How can you help?

Spawn spotting is a good way to count the number of frogs and toads. This will help
conservationists assess population sizes. Each female lays one clump or string of spawn
each spring. Therefore, 12 clumps of frogspawn means there are 12 female adult frogs.

(® Count how many clumps of frogspawn, or strings of toadspawn, are laid in ponds in
the spring.

(® Look carefully at the strings of toadspawn as they are often intertwined and wrapped
around plants.

(® Fill in the Spawn Spot form and return it to the Community Heritage Initiative. For

more copies of the survey form contact the Community Heritage Initiative at Holly

Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester, LE4 4DG, chi@leics.gov.uk or 0116 267 1377.

Hayes Environment and Heritage Resources Centre, Leicestershire County Council, 216

Frog spawn

Common frog-~= ¥

If you find an egg wrapped in a leaf of a
pond plant, it may be a newt egg.

Newts are amphibians too, but lay each
egg separately in a leaf instead of in

clumps or strings. The leaf protects the Remember, great crested newts and their
egg from predators and sunlight. eggs are protected by law and you should

not harm them, nor disturb or catch them
without an appropriate licence.

Unwrapping newt eggs will harm them.
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®Where do you find frogs and ®Wwhat else can you record?
toads? Information on other wildlife, such as
Common frogs usually breed in small newts or dragonflies, is also very
ponds, ditches, or canals, and sometimes helpful. Make notes of what you see on
in slow moving streams. Garden ponds the survey form. You could also record
are often ideal. more information about the pond using
Common toads prefer larger ponds, lakes the Pondamonium survey form available
and canals and rarely breed in garden from the Community Heritage Initiative
ponds. at the above address.
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Your questions answered ®®®@®@@®@@®@O®®@®@®®®®®

(® Do I have too many frogs/too much frogspawn in my pond?
Ponds can seem to be overcrowded with spawn, tadpoles or adult frogs. However, as long
as you have not introduced animals from elsewhere, this is a natural situation.

Amphibian populations naturally fluctuate and large numbers of frogs can simply be short-
lived peaks. Numbers of frogs, tadpoles and spawn, are kept under control by natural

factors. Frogs and tadpoles are food for many wild animals, they suffer from disease and
are killed by extremes of temperature. By laying large numbers of eggs, frogs can ensure
that a few of their offspring will survive - only four of every 2000 eggs will live to become

Line drawings used courtesy of English Nature

breeding adults.

Why did the frogspawn die?
@ Spawn that turns cloudy and
dies may be unfertilised.

@ Fungal infections can Kill
spawn, especially in cold
weather.

@ Spawn may freeze and die in
cold weather.

[® In some ponds, all spawn

fails year after year. The

(® Where can | get frogs or frogspawn for my
pond?

Moving frogs, toads or newts into a new pond is
generally unnecessary. By moving animals from
another pond you run the risk of spreading disease,
parasites, fish or invasive plants. The best way to get
frogs for your pond is to attract them by creating
suitable habitat. Given the right sort of habitat,
amphibians — in particular frogs and smooth newts —
rapidly colonise new garden ponds. If your pond has

reasons for this are not not been colonised after one or two years, it may be
known. because the pond itself is not attractive to amphibians.

(® What killed the frogs?

Frog deaths in the winter are likely to be caused by the pond freezing over, causing
oxygen levels to plummet. Adult frogs hibernating in the bottom of the pond can die if the
pond is frozen for long enough. Some frogs die from exhaustion during the breeding
season. Although distressing, these deaths are natural events.

Recently, frogs have been found dying in the summer with symptoms such as ulcers,

redness around the back legs, extreme thinness and lethargy. This is probably caused by
a virus that may have come from abroad. Little is known about how it spreads, and there
is no known cure. If you see this happening, please report it to Froglife (address below).

For more information on the distribution of amphibians in Leicestershire and
Rutland, and how to get more involved you can:

Get in touch with the Leicestershire Amphibian and
Reptile Network for newsletters, c/o A Heaton, 19 Rydal
Gardens, Ashby de la Zouch, Leciestershire, LE65 1FJ.

Visit the National Biodiversity Network Gateway website
at www.searchnbn.net to see distribution maps.

n.

Visit the Community Heritage Initiative website at
www.leics.gov.uk/celebrating_wildlife.

Look out for reports in the Community Heritage
Initiative newsletter Branchline.

For more information on any of the issues raised above or copies of advice sheets you can call the
Froglife information service on 01733 558844, email info@froglife.org, visit www.froglife.org or
write to Froglife, White Lodge, London Road, Peterborough, PE7 OLG.
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