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Stiles are now old-style

Over 110 new gates mean easier walking on footpaths in the Soar Valley.
Well-used paths around Syston and Sileby are now much easier to use.  111 new gates have been installed, many replacing old worn out stiles as part of an improvement scheme by Leicestershire County Council.

The walk to the ‘Gate Hangs Well’ pub across the fields from Syston is a nicer stroll (and easier coming back after some pleasant refreshment) thanks to gates all the way. Popular paths between Wanlip and Watermead Country Park; from Syston to Queniborough, and across Cossington Meadows have also been targeted for new gates and other maintenance work. Walkers have welcomed the improvements which cover the area out to Seagrave, Ratcliffe on the Wreake and Rearsby. 
“The new gates are much better for anyone who struggles with steps on stiles and also make it easier for dog walkers and families with smaller children” comments Ernie White, Cabinet Lead Member for Community Services. “We’ve targeted routes where gates or gaps in fences will bring real benefits and agreed the work with the local landowners” he added.

The project covers 90 kilometres of paths. Across the area signposts, foot-bridges and remaining stiles have been improved and vegetation cleared. In addition there has been a repaint for the tall yellow-topped waymark posts dotted along paths to make them easier to follow. By removing barriers, enhancing accessibility and targeting specific problems, the project aims to get people to walk more, use the car less for local trips, and take local paths to nearby amenities or out into the countryside.  More information about where to walk or ride is on the web at www.leics.gov.uk/paths
Notes for Editors

The project is part of a five year programme, focusing on paths in or near urban areas, being undertaken by the County Council under the Local Transport Plan. Most people in Leicestershire have paths almost on their doorstep with 94% living within 500 metres of a footpath or bridleway. Walking is the easiest way to have some fresh air and exercise and local paths are an ideal way to explore more. The aim is to encourage a culture where walking and cycling are seen as real alternatives to car use and contribute towards enjoyment of the environment. 

Normally landowners are responsible for maintaining stiles and gates, helped by grants from the Council. However the Council has installed  the new gates through this scheme because of the benefits to everyone. Now that paths are easier to use and clearly defined it discourages people from straying or trespassing. Also, as the gates are easier to maintain and are safer, compared to stiles, it reduces costs and liabilities for landowners and the Council. Stiles have stayed where farmers and landowners have asked to keep them. 

In total 126 stiles have been replaced either by gaps or one of the 111 new metal hand gates or kissing gates. Also 9 stiles have been repaired and 6 wooden gates made more accessible. In addition 14 new sleeper bridges have been put in place, including two specifically designed for disabled access. The project area includes 12.5km of the Leicestershire Round, the county’s own long distance footpath. This stretch is now almost completely clear of stiles or other barriers.
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