Slippery Survey

The rocks of Leicestershire have produced some of the most impressive fossil reptiles in Britain.  Their descendants are still around but, smaller and shyer and rarely seen.  

Reptiles are one of the most fascinating groups of animals, but unfortunately also one of the most threatened.  Their numbers have declined tremendously in recent years, due to loss or neglect of their habitats and to persecution, so now all our reptiles are given legal protection.  

Very little is known about the status of the reptile population in the two Counties.  Conservationists have very few recent records and it is not known whether there are few reptiles in the area or if sightings that are made are not recorded.  Once conservationists have this knowledge about local reptile populations, appropriate action can be taken to protect and preserve them.

Good places to search for grass snakes are along the canals, riverside meadows and reservoirs.  The rarer species such as adders and lizards are largely confined to heathland and dry grassland sites, making Charnwood and Rutland the best areas.  However if a reptile is spotted it should not be disturbed, just recorded on the survey form and it is a good idea to take photos, especially if there is any trouble with identification.  People should never handle animals in the wild.

To find out more information, contact the Holly Hayes Environment and Resources Centre, 216 Birstall Road, Leicestershire LE4 4DG, telephone (0116) 2671950, e-mail wildlife@leics.gov.uk or visit www.leics.gov.uk/celebrating_wildlife.
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