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Reads you need in your secondary school library 2009 

is recent fiction for children aged 11 to 16+ 
recommended and reviewed by the librarians of Library 

Services for Education. 
 

The titles in this booklist were first published, or first 
issued in paperback, during 2008/early 2009 and were 
reviewed on the Library Services for Education website. 

 
 For the latest LSE recommendations, visit Books of the 

Month at www.leics.gov.uk/libraries/lse. 
 

The reviews are arranged in sections to give an 
indication of the Key Stage(s) where they are most 

applicable, although many will have wider readership. 
 
 

Section       Review numbers 
 
Key Stage 2/3       1 – 27 
 
Key Stage 3      28 – 44    
 
Key Stage 3/4      45 – 86 
 
Key Stage 4/16+      87 – 97 
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Key Stage 2/3 
 
ALMOND, David and McKEAN, Dave         1 
The savage 

 

Drawing on many of David Almond’s previous themes of grief, solace and 
hope, this is an extraordinary amalgam of first class storytelling and intuitive 
art. Told partly as a novel and partly as a graphic novel, the story is about 
Blue, who uses the cathartic potential of writing to help him cope with 
bereavement and being bullied at school. The graphic part of the novel is 
told in Blue’s unique voice and is about a wild kid who lives on a diet of 
berries and human flesh. It is in this part of the novel that the artist Dave 
McKean uses the limited colours of green, blue and black to bring the 
graphic images of the savage to life. Very easy to read, the book succeeds 

in being both exciting and very wise and is highly recommended. 10+ 
 

Walker Books     £7.99     ISBN 9781406308150 
 

 

ASHLEY, Bernard            2 
Angel boy 
 

Part of an excellent series that explores different cultures and places, this title 
centres on a young African boy whose life is suddenly thrown into upheaval. 
Leonard lives a fairly sheltered existence, looked after by his Nana while his 
father works away, but the school holidays create boredom. On an illicit day trip 
to a distant town, his adventure becomes a fight for freedom when he is 
kidnapped by a gang of street kids, who have plans to force the angelic-looking 
Leonard to beg for them. This depiction of one form of modern day slavery is 
juxtaposed against the backdrop of an old slave fort, visited by tourists intent on 
discovering their ancestry whilst possibly ignoring the more modern horrors happening around 
them. 10+ 
 

Frances Lincoln     £8.99     ISBN 9781845078140 
 

 

BRYERS, Paul            3 
Kobal  
 

Jade lives a boring life in London, wishing she was different. However, when 
she starts hearing voices and finds that she can read people’s thoughts, her 
life changes forever. Dragged into a surreal world of genetic experimentation 
and religious mystery, Jade must decide who she can trust. This deliciously 
enigmatic genre-splicing tale focuses on the central characters of Jade and Dr 
Kobal, the man who might be her father. The reader is left in little doubt of 
Kobal’s charms but his motivations are much more circumspect – is he a 
visionary saviour of humanity or an emissary of the devil? And what is the 
agenda of the seemingly immortal monk, Benedict? This series, entitled The 
Mysteries of the Septagram , is definitely one to watch! 10+ 

 

Hodder      £5.99     ISBN 9780340930755 
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CLAYTON, Emma            4 
The roar 
 

This wonderfully fast-paced story takes place in the not-too-distant future, 
when, following a plague that has driven all the world's animals violently 
mad, the human population has retreated behind a huge wall with a vast gulf 
between rich and poor. Twelve-year-old Mika is determined to find his twin 
sister, who has been kidnapped by the government. As they both discover 
that they have special powers, they also uncover a shocking secret that will 
change their world forever. While this is a fun read, with children competing 
against one another in super-fast spacecraft, it also carries strong 
environmental and anti-propaganda messages and highlights the devious 
ways in which those in power can manipulate the rest of society and 
compromise their own humanity. Be warned: the ending leaves many loose ends, so it must be 
hoped that a sequel is on the way! 10+ 
 

Chicken House     £6.99     ISBN 9781905294633 
 

 

CREECH, Sharon           5 
Hate that cat 
 

In this delightful follow up to Love that dog , Jack is still writing poems but this 
time they’re about the fat black cat that attacked him. As his teacher Miss 
Stretchberry explores the different types of poetic devices, such as alliteration 
and similes, Jack promptly writes a cracking poem using the technique. He 
realises that he doesn’t hate all cats in general when his parents buy him a 
kitten that he becomes smitten with and names Skitter McKitter. His poems 
are not only beautiful but emotive, as he starts to talk about his relationship 
with his deaf mother and they are both humorous and inspiring. This is a 
fantastic introduction to poetry and poets such as T. S. Eliot and Edgar Allan 
Poe for readers of 9+.  

 

Bloomsbury      £9.99     ISBN 9780747595298 
 

 

DICAMILLO, Kate and SMITH, Matt and TILTON, David      6 
The tale of Despereaux  
 

This popular modern fairy tale of the musketeer mouse is successfully given 
the graphic novel treatment by artists Matt Smith and David Hilton. Based on 
the animated film version, their artwork beautifully captures the character of 
Despereaux as he bravely faces danger to win the heart of the princess and 
become a hero. 9+ 
 
 

 
 
Candlewick Press     £5.99     ISBN 9780763640750 
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FORSYTH, Kate            7 
The gypsy crown 
 

Two gypsy children, one of whom has ‘the seeing eye’, on the run with a dog, a 
horse, a dancing bear and a monkey; a lost charm bracelet with special powers; 
a family who must be rescued from prison or they will be hanged; and enemies 
and spies all around. These are the basic ingredients for a rip-roaring adventure 
set in the 17th century, when fun and merriment were considered sinful and 
gypsies were cruelly persecuted. Whilst it may not win any prizes for literary 
style, this is a wonderfully exciting and involving read for children of 10+.  
 

 
 
 

Scholastic      £7.99     ISBN 9781407102399 
 

 

GLEITZMAN, Morris           8 
Then 
 

In this second book in the trilogy, ten-year-old Felix has survived running away 
from the orphanage in the previous book, Once, and is still on the run from the 
Nazis with his six-year-old side-kick, Zelda. Thankfully, someone takes pity on 
them, disguises them as her orphan niece and nephew and hides them in her 
barn. Felix is forced to conceal his Jewish identity to avoid being caught by the 
villagers, who are capturing Jews for money and handing them over to the 
Nazis to be killed. The story is beautifully told through simple and accessible 
language which, although harrowing and stark in places, is ultimately about 
hope for the future. A remarkably moving read. 10+ 
 

Puffin       £5.99     ISBN 9780141324821 
 

 

GRINDLEY, Sally            9 
Broken glass  
 

Suresh and Sandeep are two Indian boys whose lives are ruined when their 
father loses his job and becomes violent. Suresh leads them on a trip to the 
big city to build a new life, but finds the realities of life hard to bear. As he and 
Sandeep are forced to take work as glass collectors they find new friends and 
face harsh challenges in their struggle to survive. This enthralling but 
ultimately uplifting tale paints a colourful yet often bleak picture of life on the 
streets, and includes one incident of solvent abuse. 10+ 
 

 
 
 

Bloomsbury      £5.99     ISBN 9780747586159 
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HAWKING, Lucy and Stephen          10 
George’s secret key to the universe 
 

From the world-famous physicist and his daughter comes this delightful tale 
of George, a boy denied technology by his hippy parents. A freak accident 
involving his pet pig Freddy introduces George to his next door neighbour 
who owns Cosmos, the most powerful computer on Earth. Thanks to 
Cosmos, George discovers some of the awesome secrets of the Universe, 
rides on a comet through the solar system and narrowly avoids being sucked 
into a black hole. But an evil scientist wants Cosmos for his own ends, and 
George is the only person who can stop him. As well as being a thrilling 
adventure across the depths of space this book acts as a reasonably 
accessible source of knowledge for any young readers who have an interest 
in outer space. Sumptuous colour photographs of planets, stars and galaxies form the icing on 
the cake of this astronomical treat. 9+ 
 

Corgi       £6.99     ISBN 9780552559584 
 

 

HIGSON, Charlie and WALKER, Kev         11 
Silverfin: the graphic novel 
 

The popular Young Bond  series debuts in a new format in this thrilling 
adventure story. James Bond arrives at Eton, where his common roots leave 
him vulnerable to the loutish George Hellebore. But the real challenge for 
Bond lies in a castle by Loch Silverfin where Hellebore's father is conducting 
some horrifying scientific research. This is a highly accessible version of the 
book, with Kev Walker's atmospheric panels bringing the exciting story to life 
in an occasionally gory fashion. Give your boys a licence to read! 11+ 
 

 
 
 

 

Puffin       £9.99     ISBN 9780141322537 
 

 

HOLLYER, Belinda           12 
Everything I know about you  
 

Lizzie still remembers her mother, who was killed in a car accident some 
years ago. Little brother Eric was only two when she died, so they look at 
family photographs together and Lizzie tells him stories about her. Eric is an 
imaginative and excitable little boy, so, when he says he has seen their 
mother working in the Natural History Museum in London, Lizzie doesn’t take 
him seriously. But she gradually begins to realise that there is a mystery 
surrounding her family and she won’t rest until she’s solved it. An engaging 
and heart-warming story, sensitively told. 10+ 
 
 

Orchard Books     £5.99     ISBN 9781846167669 
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JOHNSON, Catherine           13 
A nest of vipers 
 

London, 1711: Mother Hopkins is a lifelong con artist with a heart of gold, who 
has adopted a family of accomplished young fraudsters. They only prey on the 
rich and cruel but, faced with advancing age, Mother Hopkins decides they 
must carry out one last con that will set the family up to retire. Their target is a 
cruel slave captain and his wealthy son-in-law, but the scheme does not go 
smoothly. This splendid yarn is most notable for its interesting treatment of the 
issue of slavery. Cato, the protagonist, is a black boy adopted by Mother 
Hopkins, whose strong views put him at odds with other characters, including 
Quarmy, an African prince. The dialogue is authentic yet readable, and the 
period is one not usually covered by historical novels. 10+ 

 

Corgi       £5.99     ISBN 9780552557627 
 

 

KEANEY, Brian            14 
The haunting of Nathaniel Wolfe 
 

Nathaniel spends his time working for his alcoholic father, the best fake 
medium in Victorian London. One night at a seance, he encounters a real 
ghost, who leads him into a whirlwind of mystery surrounding the house of Mr 
Chesterfield, a wealthy aristocrat. As Nathaniel becomes more involved in 
what seems to be a crime, he discovers the reasons behind the ghost’s 
appearance, which ultimately seals the fate of the apparently innocent Mr 
Chesterfield. The Dickensian feel of the story is wonderfully evocative and the 
plot is both pacy and intriguing, with convincing characters and some suitably 
chilling incidents. 10+ 
 

Orchard Books    £5.99     ISBN 9781846165207 
 

 

KERR, P. B.             15 
One small step  
 

While being taught to fly by his father, who is an air force pilot, Scott MacLeod 
has to land a jet fighter in an emergency. When NASA find out about this, 
they recruit Scott to take part in a top secret test flight to the moon - before 
Apollo 11! And so one thirteen-year-old boy gets a chance to experience the 
highs and lows of going into space and has an unforgettable experience when 
he disobeys orders and actually walks on the moon. Best known for his 
fantasy series The Children of the Lamp , Kerr delivers a fantastic slice of 
escapism which gives a beautifully detailed account of learning to fly a plane 
and becoming an astronaut. The thrilling plot, which also examines the 
touching extent to which Scott bonds with the two chimps who travel with him 
into space, is sure to strike a chord with many aspiring astronauts. 10+ 

 

Simon and Schuster    £5.99     ISBN 9781847383006 
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KIBUISHI, Kazu            16 
The stonekeeper  
 

After the tragic death of their father, Emily and Navin have moved with their 
mother to their great grandfather's old house. But the house holds more 
secrets than they could possibly imagine - as they find out when their mother 
is taken by a hideous tentacled creature in the basement. Desperate to get 
her back, the two children follow the monster into the parallel world of 
Alledia, encountering many more bizarre creatures on the way. They are 
helped by a magical amulet - but the price of using its power may be higher 
than they realise. This first part of a new graphic novel series called Amulet  
is bursting with gloriously atmospheric panels in the manga style, including a 
few highly emotive scenes. While a satisfying read by itself, there are 
enough questions left open to leave readers eager for the next instalment. 9+ 
 

Graphix      £7.99     ISBN 9780439846813 
 

 

MAGORIAN, Michelle           17 
Just Henry 

 

An epic from this very readable writer, who unfailingly places the reader firmly 
in a different time and place, with a new novel reminiscent in many ways of 
the classic Goodnight Mister Tom . A big, big book in lots of ways (700 
pages), the late 1940s setting and the attitudes of British people during the 
post war years are both brilliantly portrayed and strongly challenged. 
Magorian uses a group of young teenagers (12-13 year olds) to examine 
themes of illegitimacy, single parenthood, dyslexia, the role of women, war 
deserters and bullying to show the reader precisely how prejudice and hatred 
arise and how satisfying it can be to destroy the rocky foundations from which 
they emerge. Brilliantly done, in a narrative that pulls the reader along through 

the troubled life of the main character, just Henry, and his friends. 11+ 
 

Egmont      £7.99     ISBN 9781405227575 
 

 

MATTHEWS, L. S.            18 
After the flood  
 

In a Britain deeply affected by climate change, starved of energy and even 
physical space because of the rising water level, cars are no more and 
people travel little. In the heart of the country, children no longer get a state 
education as they cannot make it to town, and food is rationed and delivered 
by horse and cart. The story follows Jack, who saves a horse from slaughter 
by training him to harness. This is a simply-written modern fable that paints a 
fascinating and original picture of a future world without computers, cars, 
supermarkets, compulsory education and keeping up with the neighbours. 9+ 
 
 

Hodder      £5.99     ISBN 9780340931813 
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MONTE, Richard            19 
The dragon of Krakow 
 

King Krak is in despair. He is not at war, yet he might as well be. His kingdom 
lies in ruins, his knights are all dead. The kingdom is being destroyed by a 
dragon so enormous, when it flies, its wings blot out the sun. It takes a clever 
shoemaker, a dead sheep and several bags of sulphur to rid the land of the 
monster! This is one of seven entertaining short stories collected by the author 
on visits to his Polish wife’s native country. A useful library resource which may 
appeal to a wide age range. 9+  
 

 
 

Frances Lincoln     £4.99     ISBN 9781845077525 
 

 

MYERS, Benjamin J.            20 
Twisted symmetry  
 

Three street children find themselves thrust into a secret inter-dimensional war 
that is being waged against the sinister Twisted Symmetry. The youngest of 
them, a girl called Chess, finds that she has a crucial role to play in the war 
but has to contend with her domineering older brother. Aided by an eclectic 
group of humans and aliens Chess and her brothers begin to unravel a 
devious scheme to kidnap thousands of children. This gripping sci-fi adventure 
is the first in a six part series which keeps you guessing and delivers exciting 
battles and very engaging characters. It also barely scratches the surface of 
the world which this new author has created, leaving the reader anxious to 
learn more! 10+ 
 

Orion Books      £6.99     ISBN 9781842556450 
 

 

NEWBERY, Linda            21 
Nevermore  

 

Tizzie has never been allowed to settle anywhere and make friends. Her 
mother is always moving them on to somewhere new. When they arrive at 
Roven Mere, a rambling country house where her mother will work as cook, 
Tizzie hopes Greta, the owner’s daughter, will be the friend she longs for. But 
where are the owners? The house and its staff seem to be in a permanent 
state of anticipating the mysterious Lord Rupert’s arrival. The more Tizzie 
delves, the more the mystery deepens. Another very satisfying and well-crafted 
story by this award-winning author, Nevermore  will by particularly enjoyed by 
girls of 10+.  

 

Orion Books     £5.99     ISBN 9781842556238 
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OLSON, Gretchen            22 
Call me Hope  
 

‘Hands and words are not for hurting’. Eleven-year-old Hope knows from 
experience how words can hurt. Nothing she does pleases her mother, who is 
sometimes sweet but can fly into a rage for no reason that Hope can fathom. 
‘Hopeless’, ‘dumb’, and ‘stupid’ are some of the least cruel words her mother 
uses and Hope struggles to retain her self-esteem. Inspired by the story of 
Anne Frank, and supported by the school counsellor, Hope finds the courage 
to confront her mother about her verbal abuse and explain how much it hurts. 
Despite the very obvious message, Hope’s story is a compelling one and 
raises an important issue. 11+  
 

Little, Brown & Co.     £4.99     ISBN 9780316012393 
 

 

OPPEL, Kenneth            23 
Dusk 
 

A fantastic array of prehistoric creatures is served up in the latest thrilling 
adventure from this acclaimed author. The dinosaurs are believed to be extinct, 
leaving mammals, including the flying chiropters and cat-like felids, free to live 
without fear. But new challenges soon emerge, as the mammals begin to turn 
against one another and formidable new species evolve. Against this charged 
atmosphere, Dusk, a young chiropter, discovers that he has the ability to fly and 
use ‘echovision’ to see at night. Initially shunned and mistrusted by his peers, 
Dusk is able to use his abilities to save his people and lead them to a new home. 
This superior animal fantasy makes the most of an intriguing premise, posing 

difficult ethical questions about conformity, tolerance and sticking to your principles. 10+ 
 

Faber       £6.99     ISBN 9780571238323 
 

 

RUSSELL, Christopher           24 
Scarper Jack and the bloodstained room  
 

Jack is a chimney sweep’s apprentice and when his father turns up, after 
three years, he has to move out of his kind master’s house to live with his 
nasty, drunken father again. But things get worse. As Jack is working in a 
chimney, he overhears people talking about a murder that’s due to happen 
that evening and despite his efforts to stop it, the murder occurs. His own life 
becomes endangered when he and his friends try to solve the murder 
themselves. Full of mystery and intrigue and with Victorian London providing 
an evocative setting, this is a gripping adventure, with great characters and a 
pacy plot, sure to hook readers of 9+.   
 

Puffin       £5.99     ISBN 9780141322582 
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SWINDELLS, Robert           25 
Shrapnel  
 

A solid historical drama that investigates the seamier side of life in Britain during 
the Second World War. This is a believable and thrilling adventure that pits 
brother against brother. Gordon tracks down his missing older brother Raymond, 
only to find his sense of duty and his family loyalty tested. Raymond is not a 
secret agent as Gordon thought, but is involved in criminal black-market 
activities. This reads wonderfully aloud and is very easy to digest as the 211 
pages are divided into 61 cliff-hanging chapters. This is a story with a perfect 
sense of time and place and presents a real insight into life in wartime Britain. 8+    

 

Corgi       £5.99     ISBN 9780552559300  
 

 

URE, Jean             26 
Fortune Cookie  
 

Danielle and Lisa are best friends, and both of them are often sad because 
Joey, Lisa's adorable little brother, has Muscular Dystrophy. They find a great 
way to brighten up Joey's life when Danielle gets a puppy called Cookie. Joey 
and Cookie instantly bond, but Cookie's not well either - he needs an 
operation. How far will Danielle and Lisa have to go to get the money to make 
Cookie better? This endearing and humorous tale examines some of the 
challenges of dealing with a disabled sibling and the ways in which plans 
made with the best of intentions can get out of hand. Though primarily suitable 
for upper Key Stage 2, this would also appeal to many Year 7 girls. 9+ 
 

HarperCollins     £5.99     ISBN 9780007224623 
 

 

WONG, Keira           27 
Out of this world (Halycrus) series  

 

Molly and James are two kids who are transported to a strange world called 
Halycrus with mind-reading aliens. They make friends with the alien leader 
and return for several more adventures. These stories are told in manga style 
and are very short (no more than 40 pages). There is a second set of four 
stories in this series with a different group of teenagers who also travel to 
Halycrus. These are slightly longer and two of these are still told in manga 
whilst the other two are illustrated novels. The stories are short and action-
packed and needn't necessarily be read in sequence. These would be ideal 
for reluctant readers of 9+ who could then be directed to other sci-fi or manga 
books. 

 

Scholastic      £3.99/£4.50    ISBN various 
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Other Key Stage 2/3 recommendations 
 
These are titles that we haven’t reviewed on our we bsite but are well worth a 
read: 
 
BARRATT, Mark 
Joe Rat 
A boy known as Joe Rat scratches out a filthy living in the sewers of Victorian London. Then a 
chance encounter gives him the opportunity to improve his life - or make it even worse. 
Red Fox     £5.99    ISBN 9781862302181 
 
BLACK, Holly 
A giant problem 
Laurie and Nick use the Field Guide to save Florida from giants. 
Simon and Schuster    £6.99    ISBN 9781862302181 
 
BOSCH, Pseudonymous 
The name of this book is secret 
Warning: do not read! 
Usborne     £5.99    ISBN 9780746090923 
 
CAPPARUCCI, Dinah 
Aliens don’t eat dog food 
Jordan, Ryan and Dave are three kids who are natural troublemakers. But when a reality TV 
show starts filming at their school they manage to truly outdo themselves! 
Scholastic      £4.99    ISBN 9781407102726 
 
CAVENEY, Philip 
The eye of the serpent 
1923: the discovery of an ancient tomb in Egypt unleashes an evil long buried. 15 year old Alec 
Devlin may be the only one who can stop this terror before it's too late... 
Red Fox     £5.99    ISBN 9781862306080 
 
COLFER, Eoin 
Artemis Fowl and the time paradox   
Artemis Fowl is no stranger to trouble. In fact, he’s a magnet for it. Man-eating trolls, armed and 
dangerous fairies, flame-throwing goblins – he’s seen the lot. 
Puffin      £6.99    ISBN 9780141322209 
 
CONWAY, Martin 
Olaf the viking 
Olaf sets off as a hero to rescue his missing father and gets involved in all sorts of crazy 
adventures along the way. 
Oxford U.P.      £5.99    ISBN 9780192720870 
 
DHAMI, Narinder 
Superstar babes 
The Bindi Babes are back and this time they're causing a stir by turning the sixth form block into 
the Big Brother House! But it's all for a good cause. 
Corgi      £4.99    ISBN 9780440867296 
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DIAMAND, Emily 
Reaver’s ransom 
An amazing adventure story set in the future, with pirate-like villains, seacats and some great 
fight scenes. 
Chicken House    £6.99    ISBN 9781905294978 
 
DOWSWELL, Paul 
Battle fleet 
A young sailor sails the spice trade routes then, after a career progression, takes part in the 
battle of Trafalgar alongside Nelson. 
Bloomsbury     £6.99    ISBN 9780747589105 
 
DOYLE, Roddy 
Wilderness 
Two boys must set off into the frozen wilderness of Finland to find their mother. Meanwhile their 
half-sister is preparing for an emotional meeting with the mother who abandoned her. 
Scholastic     £5.99    ISBN 9781407105109 
 
FALKNER, Brian 
The real thing  
When the head of the Coca-Cola company is kidnapped two boys go around the world to track 
down the kidnappers. 
Walker Books    £4.99    ISBN 9781406312386  
 
FRENCH, Vivian 
The bag of bones 
A fun sequel to The robe of skulls , packed full of witchery, evil doings and good deeds. 
Walker Books    £5.99     ISBN 9781406306248 
 
FUNKE, Cornelia 
Igraine the Brave  
Igraine, a heroic knight, must defend her castle after her parents are magically turned into pigs. 
Chicken House    £5.99    ISBN 9781905294657  
 
GOLDING, Julia 
Cat o’ nine tails 
Cat becomes an unlikely recruit for the British Navy, takes passage to America and navigates 
her way through a fiendish plot to do away with Lord Francis, heir to a dukedom. 
Egmont     £5.99    ISBN 9781405241854 
 
GORDON, Roderick 
Deeper 
The sequel to Tunnels , an addictive adventure shot through with strong emotions and very very 
readable. 
Chicken House    £6.99    ISBN 9781905294626 
 
LANDY, Derek 
Skulduggery Pleasant: playing with fire 
Skulduggery and Valkyrie are once again entrusted to save the world, this time from the 
escaped prisoner Baron Vengeous who plans to resurrect the hideous Grotesquery. Another 
witty and thrilling adventure. 
HarperCollins    £6.99    ISBN 9780007257058 
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LINGARD, Joan 
The eleventh orphan 
Mr and Mrs Bigsby take in another orphan, Elfie, but what secrets does she hold? 
Catnip Publishing    £5.99    ISBN 9781846470523 
 
LLEWELLYN, Sam 
Abbot Dagger's Academy and the quest for the Holy G rail 
A school for the wicked and the exceptional, the genius and the children no one else will take. 
Bedlam rules, as three new scholars attempt to find a stolen cup... somewhere in time. Packed 
full of puns and farce. 
Puffin      £5.99    ISBN 9780141321721 
 
McCOMBIE, Karen 
The seventeen secrets of the Karma Club 
Do you ever do nice things for other people? Find out what happens when Kezzy and Nell 
decide to do just that. 
Scholastic     £5.99    ISBN 9781407109206 
 
MORPURGO, Michael 
The Mozart question 
When Lesley is sent to Venice to interview world-renowned violinist Paulo Levi on his fiftieth 
birthday, she cannot believe her luck. She is told that she can ask him anything at all - except 
the Mozart question. 
Walker Books    £5.99    ISBN 9781406312201 
 
PALMER, Tom 
Foul play 
Aspiring detective Danny Harte is both horrified and intrigued when England's star striker, Sam 
Roberts, is kidnapped. He sets out on a dangerous mission to rescue both Roberts and 
England's hopes in the European Championships. 
Puffin      £5.99    ISBN 9780141323671 
 
SHEA, Alan 
The amazing mind of Alice Makin 
Alice's escape is her imagination, which always brightens her day. But when a new boy called 
Reggie starts school, her mind begins playing tricks on her. She seems oddly drawn to him and 
whenever they are together the world becomes a more exciting and colourful place. 
Chicken House    £5.99    ISBN 9781904442325 
 
SIVERS, Bowering 
Jammy Dodgers in deadly danger 
Kidnap and mayhem in the Victorian underworld as the notorious Jammy Dodgers are falsely 
accused. Packed with action and enough tension to have you sitting on the edge of your seat... 
Macmillan     £5.99    ISBN 9780330449427 
 
STRONG, Jeremy 
Weird 
Josh and Fizz go on work experience together at an old people's home. Will romance blossom 
or are they too weird for each other? 
Puffin      £5.99    ISBN 9780141322025 
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TREWELLARD, Juliet 
Butterfingers 
An adventure story starring a mighty dragon, a stolen princess, a clumsy hero and several 
talking animals! 
Corgi      £4.99    ISBN 9780552556507 
 
WILKINSON, Carole 
Dragonkeeper: dragon moon 
In this final part of a trilogy Ping and Kai's dragon adventures come to an end, with the help of a 
secret map. 
Macmillan     £5.99    ISBN 9780330472074 
 
WILSON, Jacqueline 
Cookie 
Bullied at school and bullied at home...will life ever get better for Beauty? 
Doubleday     £12.99   ISBN 9780385613972 
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Key Stage 3 
 
ALMOND, David           28 
Jackdaw summer 
 

Set in the idyllic Northumberland countryside at the time of the latest Gulf 
War, this is the story of Liam’s bizarre summer. It all begins being led by a 
jackdaw to an old farmhouse where he finds an abandoned child with a note 
saying ‘Plese look after her rite. This is a childe of God.’ The baby is fostered 
and through this, Liam meets two looked-after children, one a refugee from 
war-torn Liberia and the other a girl with her own set of problems. Liam also 
has to deal with a friend who is becoming increasingly violent. As events 
come to a head, the refugee tells them his own shocking story, which leads to 
an almost fatal conclusion. Touching on many issues such as the futility of 
war, friendship and the unsettling subject of our own capacity for violence, 

Almond has produced yet another stunningly powerful novel. 11+ 
 

Hodder      £10.99    ISBN 9780340881989 
 

 

BATES, Penny           29 
The scream  
 

Sally is left physically and mentally scarred after a brutal attack by two bullies 
and their dogs. Though she has moved to Cornwall, Sally cannot conquer her 
fear until she makes a new friend, Tom, who also has a horrific secret in his 
past. This chilling addition to the Shades  series deals effectively with the 
symptoms and consequences of post-traumatic stress without pulling any 
punches. A spooky supernatural element increases its appeal. A short book but 
not one for the faint-hearted! 11+ 
 
 

Evans      £4.99     ISBN 9780237535278 
 

 

BLOOM, Valerie           30 
The tribe  

 

Until Columbus arrived in 1492, the native people of the Caribbean lived in 
peace in a matrilineal rural society. Maruka, the teenage female leader of the 
Taino tribe, is initially trusting, generous and hospitable towards the white 
invaders. However, Maruka and her people soon come to realise that the 
Spaniards are not gods, but men, and worse they are wicked and greedy men 
who intend to enslave them and destroy their way of life. Beautifully written in 
Valerie Bloom’s easy and relaxed style, the tension is built superbly. This is a 
dramatic and well-told story that has many contemporary resonances as greed 
continues to destroy native societies. 12+ 

 

Macmillan      £6.99     ISBN 9780330456425 
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BRADMAN, Tony (editor)          31 
My kind of school: stories in a class of their own    
 

Six intelligent, up-to-the-minute school stories containing not just the trauma of 
modern secondary education but also much of the fun. The authors include 
respected writers such as Alan Gibbons and Meg Harper and, while the style 
and themes vary, all the short stories have a strong sense of authenticity and a 
lightness of touch. 11+ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A & C Black      £9.99     ISBN 9780713685060 
 

 

COLFER, Eoin           32 
Airman  

 

Conor Broekhart, a boy living in the fictional kingdom of the Saltee Islands 
during the 1890s, is obsessed with learning to fly. After becoming entangled in 
a coup led by the devious Hugo Bonvilain, Conor is imprisoned in a brutal 
island jail. His only hope of escape is to fulfil his dream and fly to freedom. This 
exhilarating adventure blends in elements of humour and romance but, at its 
core, it is a tale of vengeance, despair and the tireless pursuit of innovation. 
The heroic but flawed figure of Conor is perfectly matched by the ambitious 
and malicious Bonvilain, a character everyone will love to hate. Colfer’s 
trademark humour brightens up the story and should ensure that this receives 

positive word of mouth among boys of 11+. 
 

Puffin       £6.99     ISBN 9780141322216 
 

 

COMPESTINE, Ying Chang         33 
Revolution is not a dinner party  
 

Told through the eyes of a young Chinese girl growing up in the Cultural 
Revolution, the reader will benefit from a little background knowledge. The 
story is slow but sensitively told, with the reader being drawn into a different 
world with a sense of awe at what the human spirit can endure. Tightly focused 
on her family, apartment block and school, the story successfully reveals the 
fear of the increasingly totalitarian government through the instruments of its 
local officers and the Red Guard. Not a book that will appeal to every young 
person, but one that will be of huge benefit to those who engage with it. 12+ 
 

Walker Books    £5.99     ISBN 9781406315851 
 

 

ELLIS, Deborah           34 
The prison runner 

 

After being wrongly accused of a drugs crime, Diego and his family have been 
incarcerated in a Bolivian prison and, although Diego is able to earn money by 
running errands on the outside, his life is tough. They have to rent the cell they 
live in and, when Diego decides to take a job that promises good money, he 
ends up in the Bolivian jungle working for a gang who produce cocaine. Diego’s 
character is particularly endearing and his terrifying journey makes emotional 
reading. Through the well-written, gripping plotline, readers will be transported to 
a cruel world where a wrong decision can have fatal consequences. 12+ 
 

 

Oxford U.P.      £5.99     ISBN 9780192755483 
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FORDE, Catherine           35 
Dead men don’t talk 
 

Alan is very keen to get the biggest and best room in his new home with his 
mother and new boyfriend. However, he soon begins to believe that his dead 
father haunts his room. After two spooky visitations he realises that it is his 
selfishness that has caused his father to return from the dead. His father’s 
voice from beyond the grave is clearly telling him not to harm his mother’s 
chance of happiness with her new boyfriend. This is a simple, slightly spooky 
family story with a strong but subtle message suitable for 11 to 14 year old 
less able readers. 11+  
 

Barrington Stoke     £5.99     ISBN 9781842996386 
 

 

GAVIN, Jamila           36 
The robber baron’s daughter  

 

Nettie and her parents live in a huge mansion in London, where they enjoy the 
kind of luxury most people can only dream of. When her tutor, Miss Kovachev, 
goes missing, Nettie’s life is turned upside down. Her only solace is her Great 
Aunt Laetitia, a retired prima ballerina, who teaches Nettie to dance, which she 
uses as an escape from the terrible stories she’s starting to hear about her 
father. With the help of her newfound friend, Benny, one of the servants, she 
discovers the horrific truth behind the lies her family have been hiding, that her 
father is a master criminal and has been trafficking girls from Eastern Europe. 
The plot is pacy, with a strong female protagonist and a set of suitably sinister 

characters, making this a dark, dangerous mystery of family secrets and lies. 12+  
 

Egmont      £7.99     ISBN 9781405242936 
 

 

KONIGSBURG, E. L.           37 
The mysterious edge of the heroic world  
 

Eleven year old Amedeo Kaplan and his friend William Wilcox help the 
eccentric Mrs Zender with her house sale prior to moving into sheltered 
accommodation. As the boys uncover more of Mrs Zender’s fascinating 
belongings, they also uncover an extraordinary mystery from her past linked to 
the Holocaust and Nazi theft of art works. This is a beautifully constructed 
novel that is full of fun and insight showing America at its very best. The main 
characters, particularly Mrs Zender herself, are superbly drawn. The 
distressing aspect of history uncovered by the friends is written with a 
lightness of touch that nevertheless has a powerful effect on the reader. If you 
have enjoyed TV’s ‘Malcolm in the Middle’ or enjoy wandering around car boot sales looking for 
a lost masterpiece then this is the book for you. 11+  
 

Walker Books     £5.99     ISBN 9781406311761 
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McKENZIE, Sophie           38 
The fix  

 

Blake is the star striker for his football team, which is on the verge of winning the 
cup. Then a corrupt club boss makes him an offer: make sure his team loses a 
crucial match and he'll get £600 - money that his mum needs really badly. Blake's 
initial dilemma deepens until it's hard to see how he can resolve the situation 
without ruining his team's chances or endangering his mum's life. This pacy and 
accessible thriller is full of exciting descriptions of Blake's exploits on and off the 
pitch and is sure to appeal to football-crazy reluctant readers. 12+ 
 

Barrington Stoke     £5.99     ISBN 9781842996058 
 

 

MALLEY, Gemma           39 
The declaration 
 

This new author has written a remarkable debut novel set in a strangely 
Victorian-feeling dystopian future. In this world those who make the declaration 
not to have children are allowed to live forever. However, when the declaration 
is broken and children are born they become Surpluses and are placed in the 
care of the evil Mrs Pincent to be broken into servants for those who live 
forever. The story is told through the eyes and secret diary of Surplus Anna, 
whose life is changed forever with the arrival at the Surplus home of Peter, who 
has information about Anna’s parents. This is a hugely imaginative and 
enjoyable page-turner that contains many reference points to earlier children’s 
classics. 11+ 
 

Bloomsbury      £6.99     ISBN 9780747587743 
 

 

NICHOLLS, Sally           40 
Ways to live forever  

 

Eleven-year-old Sam has terminal leukaemia, but he’s determined to enjoy the 
rest of the time he has left. With a wish list of things he wants to do and the 
help of his best friend Felix, Sam embarks on various adventures, such as 
breaking a world record and going up a down escalator. In the form of a 
scrapbook, with pictures, facts, lists and difficult questions, the story is an 
honest, insightful journey through Sam’s last months, laced with moments of 
humour and poignant soul searching. A well written plot, with strong characters 
and an uplifting ending. 11+  
 
 

Marion Lloyd     £4.99     ISBN 9781407105154 
 

 

PETRUCHA, Stefan          41 
Teen Inc.  
 

Jaiden Beale has a very unusual life. His parents were accidentally killed by a 
faulty gas valve made by NECorp and, to avoid having to pay a huge 
compensation bill, the company decided to adopt him. Now aged fourteen, 
Jaiden has had enough of being brought up by a corporation and wants to lead 
a normal life.  But his unconventional existence is about to take a turn for the 
worse when he finds out that NECorp are dealing in dangerous activities and he 
sets out to expose them – with potentially fatal consequences for him and his 
friends. This is a fast-paced, highly original plot with clever twists and turns, 
which manages to raise important issues without moralising. 12+ 
 

Bloomsbury      £6.99     ISBN 9780747593300 
 

 



 20

PRIESTLEY, Chris           42 
Uncle Montague’s tales of terror  

 

Edgar loves visiting his Uncle Montague to listen to his creepy stories. His 
uncle’s eerie house is filled with interesting objects, each linked in some way 
to a chilling tale, and each more terrifying than the last. As the significance of 
each object emerges through his uncle’s storytelling, it becomes evident to 
Edgar that something sinister is happening. All of the stories seem to be about 
children who have died in unfortunate circumstances - so how does his uncle 
know the endings? An almost tangibly chilling, gothic atmosphere is created 
throughout the storytelling and readers will become engrossed in the strange 
objects and the spine-chilling ending. Deliciously unputdownable. 11+ 

 

Bloomsbury      £6.99     ISBN 9780747589211 
 

 

RICHARDS, Justin           43 
The chaos code 
 

Wonderfully imaginative adventure that draws on themes already explored in 
books such as The Da Vinci Code . This cracking tale is part fantasy and part 
thriller and the complex plot jumbles sinister computer systems with the lost city 
of Atlantis and Crusader Knights with a mysterious city set in the Peruvian 
jungle. Teenager Matt attempts to find his missing archaeologist father as he 
journeys around the globe following a series of complex and cryptic computer 
game-like clues. While the reader will draw on many reference points to Indiana 
Jones and Lara Croft this remains a well-written and original adventure. 11+ 
 

Faber and Faber     £6.99     ISBN 9780571229437 
 

 

SWINDELLS, Robert          44 
Knife-edge  

 

Fourteen-year-old Sam is running scared from Cecil True’s gang, the 
Landsharks. Their evil bullying is terrorising the kids on Sam’s estate and he is 
just waiting to be next in line for a beating. An opportunity to steal a commando 
knife from an elderly man he is helping as part of his Citizenship class arises, 
so Sam starts to carry it for protection. Soon he is becoming thirsty for some 
action of his own and decides to take on Cecil. The resolution is clear: stabbing 
someone can haunt you for the rest of your life. Swindells’ message is morally 
strong but doesn’t distract from the gritty plot-line. A great contemporary novel 
for less able or reluctant readers. 11+ 

 

Barrington Stoke     £5.99     ISBN 9781842995419 
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Other Key Stage 3 recommendations 
 
These are titles that we haven’t reviewed on our we bsite but are well worth a 
read: 
 
APPOLLO 
Bourbon Island 1730  
The crew of a small French ship fight to prevent a pirate coup on Bourbon Island. A quirky 
graphic novel in the style of Maus. 
First Second     £10.99   ISBN 9781596432581 
 
BROWNE, N. M. 
Shadow web  
Catapulted into a strange parallel world, Jess must play a perilous game if she wants to get 
home. 
Bloomsbury     £6.99    ISBN 9780747593454 
 
CRAIG, Joe 
Jimmy Coates: Power  
Continues Jimmy's fight to stop war with France and overthrow the Neo-democracy. 
HarperCollins    £5.99    ISBN 9780007277308 
 
DOCHERTY, Jimmy 
The ice cream con  
Crime, comedy and ice cream collide into inevitable catastrophe as gangsters fight over a stash 
of diamonds! 
Chicken House    £5.99    ISBN 9781905294480 
 
GIBBONS, Alan 
The number 7 shirt  
Jimmy is thrilled when he's accepted into the Manchester United Academy. As he faces a series 
of challenges on the road to becoming a professional footballer he is inspired by his heroes.  
Barrington Stoke    £5.99    ISBN 9781842995365  
 
GOLDING, Julia 
Empty quarter  
As the daughter of an MI5 agent, Darcie gets involved in all sorts of terrifying, dangerous 
scrapes in this action-packed thriller. 
Egmont     £5.99    ISBN 9781405228190 
 
HIGGINS, Chris 
It's a 50/50 thing  
Kally's home life is a nightmare and her new found skateboarding boyfriend Jem, only makes it 
worse. 
Hodder     £5.99    ISBN 9780340950685 
 
JOHNSON, Pete 
How to get famous 
Tobey and Georgia just know that they are destined to be famous. However the rest of the 
world doesn't seem to realise, but when the two friends audition for their local play they finally 
get the chance to show off their talents. Fame and fortune await - or do they? 
Random House    £4.99    ISBN 9780440868170 
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KEANEY, Brian 
The Gallowglass  
In the follow-up to The Hollow People  Dante must continue to develop his mastery of Odyllic 
force. Only then will he have the power to save his friends from Dr Sigmundus and a deadly 
new foe, the Gallowglass. 
Orchard     £5.99    ISBN 9781846160899 
 
MORPURGO, Michael 
Born to run  
A rescued greyhound experiences life with three different owners. 
HarperCollins    £5.99    ISBN 9780007230594 
 
MUCHAMORE, Robert 
The escape  
First in the series of exciting Second World War spy adventures. 
Hodder     £6.99    ISBN 9780340956489 
 
RENNISON, Louise 
Stop in the name of pants  
Georgia's crazy capers continue in this snog-fest of a story. 
HarperCollins    £6.99    ISBN 9780007275847 
 
RICHARDSON, E. E. 
The soul trade 
When Nick makes an unwise deal with a mysterious shopkeeper he finds himself trapped in a 
job that takes more and more from him. Spooky without being gory. 
Corgi      £6.99    ISBN 9780552553896 
 
RIORDAN, James 
The sniper  
A Russian teenager becomes a crack sniper at the brutal Battle of Stalingrad in World War Two. 
Frances Lincoln    £6.99    ISBN 9781845078850 
 
WILD, Kate 
Firefight  
A gypsy boy works for an undercover police group to help find missing children and uncovers a 
Maltese cult. 
Chicken House    £6.99    ISBN 9781905294671 
 
WRAY, Sarah 
The trap  
A British boy goes to summer camp in America where three teenagers supposedly went missing 
three years ago. 
Faber      £6.99    ISBN 9780571239214 
 
WULF, Linda Press 
The night of the burning  
The moving story of two orphaned sisters who escape from Poland after a pogrom. 
Bloomsbury     £5.99    ISBN 9780747591344 
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Key Stage 3/4 
 
ASHLEY, Bernard           45 
Solitaire  

 

A teenage boy is washed up on a desert island off the coast of Madagascar. He 
has lost his memory and has no idea who he is or how he got there. A wealthy 
businessman is looking for his grandson, convinced he has survived the 
shipwreck in which his daughter and her husband died. After a search party fails 
to find anyone on the island, Mike Symonds sets off alone to track the boy down 
and bring him home. While Bernard Ashley’s latest novel is thought-provoking 
as always, this is also a compelling mystery that will keep readers intrigued to 
the last page. 13+ 
 

Usborne      £5.99     ISBN 9780746081372 
 

 

BAILEY, Helen           46 
Life at the shallow end  
 

Electra Brown thinks she has big problems: namely her hair, her ridiculous 
name and the fact that ‘Spanish Lurve God’ Jags doesn’t realise that she 
exists. When her dad leaves home nothing much seems to change at first but, 
as Electra discovers more and more dirty secrets, her relationships with her 
family change. This amusing examination of family break-up should appeal to 
fans of Louise Rennison and Cathy Cassidy, with Electra’s rants veering from 
the hilariously shallow to the maturely insightful. A variety of amusing and well-
written supporting characters make this a great new series to watch. 12+ 
 

Hodder      £5.99     ISBN 9780340945384 
 

 

BAXTER, Stephen           47 
The H-bomb girl  

 

Set in sixties Liverpool, this novel fascinates as it moves from a seemingly 
straightforward historical novel set during the Cuban Missile Crisis, to possible 
time-slip, to eventual portrayal of different parallel lives and events, all hinging 
on the central character. Laura is young, distressed by her parents’ slow 
separation, and fascinated by the emerging social scene in her new hometown. 
Warning her of increasing world tension, her father makes her always carry a 
secret key that could save her life - but could also change the future of the 
world. Full of intrigue, the slowly unravelling plot is both imaginative and full of 
action, and certainly makes the reader think. 12+ 

 

Faber       £6.99     ISBN 9780571232802 
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BOWLER, Tim           48 
Bloodchild 
 

A pacy and intriguing novel, which lays to rest the conviction that everything 
must be somehow explicable. The strange second sight and bizarre behaviour of 
teenager Will put him at odds with those around him and have forced his parents 
to move the family many times. Yet once again, after what seems to be a freak 
accident that leaves him with no memory of his past, Will appears to be in the 
grip of some strange power. He senses evil within the heart of the town, and his 
parents slowly start to recognise that, just maybe, his visions have a truth behind 
them, as violence and secrets begin to pervade the atmosphere of their town. 
12+ 
 

Oxford U.P.      £12.99    ISBN 9780192719805 
 

 

BROWN, Eric           49 
Twocking  

 

Aimed at reluctant and lower ability teenagers, this title from the Barrington 
Stoke series has lots of appeal, is fast paced and full of tension. Joey is a 
disaffected but relatively law-abiding teenager, until his relationship with Emma 
begins to develop and she falls in with the local drug dealer. The high that they 
both discover whilst 'twocking' her brother's car is not enough for Emma, and 
they turn to taking other cars and acting as couriers as Emma seeks to fund her 
rapidly escalating drug habit. The resulting tragedy resulting from a police 
chase has a huge impact upon Joey and his family, and should suffice as a 
suitable deterrent for any teen attempting to copy their actions. 12+ 

 

Barrington Stoke     £5.99     ISBN 9781842995648 
 

 

CLARKE, Julia           50 
The kissing club  
 

Emily expects to make her parents proud by doing well in her A-Levels and 
going on to university. She and her two best friends have a crush on a 
gorgeous boy from their village, but boyfriends don’t really figure in Emily’s 
plans. She wears a ring that shows she has made a vow to remain a virgin until 
she marries. So how has Emily ended up pregnant? And when everyone 
around her seems to have plans for Emily, how can she work out what’s best 
for her? Having learned the hard way the difference between love and 
infatuation, and with her parents in denial, Emily discovers she has some 
wonderful friends. Teenage girls who get past the book’s unappealing cover 
will be rewarded with a thoroughly engaging and heart-warming story. 13+ 
 

Oxford U.P.      £5.99     ISBN 9780192754165 
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COLLINS, Suzanne          51 
The Hunger Games  

 

Set in an America in the near future, twenty-four teenagers must fight to the 
death in a barbaric reality TV show called the Hunger Games, run by the 
sinister Capitol as a means of subjugating the people. Sixteen-year-old 
Katniss is compelled to take part in order to save her sister's life. Along the 
way she has to confront her feelings about herself, her family and one of her 
contestants, with whom she has a history. The context of the Games makes 
this more of an adventure and survival story than science fiction, and Katniss 
makes for a very sympathetic and believable heroine. This is an exhilarating 
read that is truly hard to put down, with a satisfying set-up for the next book in 
a planned trilogy. 12+ 

 

Scholastic      £6.99     ISBN 9781407109084 
 

 

CURTIS, Vanessa           52 
Zelah Green, queen of clean  
 

Zelah is permanently on Germ Alert and Dirt Alert. Her obsessive rituals are 
her way of maintaining some feeling of control over her world. Her mother died 
of cancer, her father has remarried and now disappeared. Her stepmother 
can’t cope with Zelah’s OCD and dispatches her to a special unit to be 
treated. At first she is horrified to find herself living with a ‘bunch of weirdos’, 
but at Forest Hill House, Zelah finds the understanding she needs to begin 
letting go of the compulsive behaviour that rules her life. This is a warm, funny 
and absorbing read that will raise awareness of this condition and will be 
enjoyed by girls of around 12+.   
 

Egmont      £5.99     ISBN 9781405240536 
 

 

DAYRE, Valérie           53 
That's life, Lily  

 

Lily is faced with the unappealing prospect of a holiday with her parents in the 
south of France but, when she is abandoned by them at a motorway service 
station, she establishes a bizarre new existence revolving around a dog (also 
abandoned) and a surrogate mother-figure called Solange. This is a daringly 
different book in which the reader is taken further and further into Lily's new life 
before revealing that it is all the work of her own imagination, sitting on the 
beach. Sure to arouse debate among any who read it, the book ends with some 
interesting conclusions about the importance of family and the terrifying power 
of the written word. 12+ 

 

Faber       £5.99     ISBN 9780571237975 
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DENT, Grace           54 
Shiraz: the Ibiza diaries  
 

In this hilarious follow-up to the ‘Diary of a Chav’ series, Shiraz is now 
eighteen and is heading off to Ibiza with her three best mates for the most 
amazing holiday of her life! Or so she thinks. Things do not go according to 
plan and Shiraz and Carrie decide to stay in Ibiza and make a new life for 
themselves there, without much success. While on the surface this appears to 
be just a humorous look at how holidays can go wrong, there are also several 
valid points made about the need for greater responsibility and maturity as the 
girls become adults. It also continues to show that chavs are just as human as 
the rest of us, with similar capacity for both stupidity and self-sacrifice. 12+ 
 

Hodder      £5.99     ISBN 9780340970638 
 

 

ELLWAND, David and Ruth         55 
The mystery of the fool and the vanisher  

 

Set during the Victorian period, this stunning photographic novel, created by 
a husband-and-wife team, follows the journal of Isaac Wilde who is visually 
documenting an archaeological dig. Strange things happen as the 
thoughtless archaeologist Gibson Gale uncovers a hill containing vengeful 
pixies. A fascinating and exciting mystery, with the added bonus of 
wonderfully atmospheric period photographs. 12+ 
 
 

 

Walker Books    £12.99    ISBN 9780744586770 
 

 

GLASS, Linzi           56 
Ruby red  
 

Ruby Winter is deeply troubled. It’s 1976, and apartheid is raging in 
Johannesburg. Her parents’ strong belief in racial equality is a beacon of hope 
in Ruby’s confused world. Her friendship with Julian, a black artist from Soweto, 
and with her first love Johann, an Afrikaans boy, causes dangerous ructions 
and she becomes alienated from her peers and teachers at school. Leaving this 
danger behind is her family’s only choice. This is a wonderfully emotional story 
of the troubles in South Africa, conveyed by beautiful writing, a gripping plotline 
and courageous characters. 12+ 
 

Penguin      £5.99     ISBN 9780141320939 
 

 

GRAY, Keith            57 
Ostrich boys  

 

Fast-paced and intriguing, the story explores the reaction of three teenage boys 
when their friend Ross dies. Disgusted at the lack of sincerity shown during his 
funeral, and the actions of several people close to him just before his 
apparently accidental death, they decide to liberate his ashes and give him a 
'proper' funeral. Unwittingly, they undertake what turns out to be a monumental 
journey of discovery as they kidnap his urn and travel to Ross in Scotland, 
somewhere he'd always wanted to go. The things they discover, about others, 
about Ross and ultimately about themselves, prove to be key to their 
understanding of a whole new concept of life and its many meanings. 12+ 

 

Definitions      £5.99     ISBN 9780099456575 
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HARTNETT, Sonya           58 
The ghost’s child  
 

While this seemingly winsome tale of love and loss could be read by an able 
nine-year-old reader, it is more likely to delight the teenage reader. The story of 
Maddy and her lover Feather (the world’s most beautiful thing) is told using the 
most exquisite and original language. This is a timeless allegorical fairytale in 
the tradition of Saint- Exupery’s 1943 cult children’s classic ‘Le Petit Prince’. 
Told through the voice of Maddy (now elderly) this sophisticated book presents 
an essentially child’s view of the world and the very purpose of human life as 
being our close relationships with other people. This paperback edition is 
handsomely presented on cream paper with regular surreal black and white 
illustrations that aid a story that explores all the big questions of life within its remarkable 191 
pages. 12+ 
 

Walker Books     £6.99     ISBN 9781406313192 
 

 

HOLT, Simon           59 
The devouring  

 

Reggie Halloway loves her horror books and scary movies but doesn't believe 
that any of it is real. That all changes when she discovers a mysterious book 
called The Devouring. Before long, a malevolent demon has possessed her 
little brother Henry and is forcing her to live out her worst nightmares. This is a 
seriously gory and disturbing book, with a series of demons playing on 
Reggie’s and Henry's deepest fears, including those concerned with their 
abandonment by their mother. There are several graphic scenes of death, 
dismemberment, torture and lots of spiders! Fans of Darren Shan should 
certainly appreciate this, with further books in this series sure to explore the 

fears of other characters. Contains some swearing. 13+ 
 

Puffin       £5.99     ISBN 9780141325262 
 

 

HORNBY, Nick           60 
Slam 
 

Sam is a fairly typical teenager with an unhealthy obsession with Tony Hawk. 
When he gets together with Alicia he thinks she’s the one for him – for a few 
weeks. So they split up – and then things get really interesting. This book is a 
brilliant treatment of the issue of teenage pregnancy: funny, incisive and never 
sanctimonious. Sam and Alicia learn many things: they will be extremely 
scared, they will make mistakes, but they do absolutely need to take 
responsibility too. The often brutally authentic story is alleviated by lashings of 
Hornby’s trademark wit (with occasional swearing) and spot-on observations of 
human behaviour, and should make many teenagers think twice about having 
unsafe sex! 13+ 
 

Penguin      £7.99     ISBN 9780141321400 
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JOYCE, Graham           61 
Three ways to snog an alien  

 

This very amusing and cleverly constructed story has lots of teen appeal, 
brilliantly dissecting the male/ female divide with its assertion that, according to 
Doogie, his new girlfriend simply must be an alien. Her inexplicable behaviour, 
his discovery on the Internet of a secret alien watchers club, and her strange 
family, all heighten his belief and lead to some entertaining scenes. The 
characterisation and dialogue are very believable and the book would appeal to 
boys as much as girls - just a shame about the pink cover! 12+ 
 
 
 
 

Faber       £6.99     ISBN 9780571239511 
 

 

KALHAN, Savita           62 
The long weekend  
 

A book for those who enjoy tense psychological thrillers, this story takes place 
over the course of a weekend and keeps the reader consistently on the edge. 
We follow the fate of two young teenage boys, Sam and Lloyd, who accept a 
ride home, each thinking that they are in the other's family car. They arrive at a 
country mansion filled with everything they might enjoy… but the man who has 
taken them there has evil motives, as the reader, and one of the boys, begin to 
realise. The weekend becomes one of sheer horror, as they attempt to escape 
the ferocious intensity of the man who is trying to track them down. Contains a 
reference to sexual abuse. 12+ 
 

Anderson Press     £5.99     ISBN 9781842708460 
 

 

KUIPERS, Alice           63 
Life on the refrigerator door  

 

This entertaining and imaginative story is told solely through notes left on the 
refrigerator door - notes written from an apologetic, busy single mother to her 
at times hurt, but equally busy, daughter. The notes speak volumes of their 
relationship and changing moods, as the mother discovers that she is ill, and 
the daughter has boyfriend issues, yet are suffused with a tenderness and love 
that never disappears, even during the hardest of times. Very readable, with 
excellent insight into the concerns of both mother and daughter, this novel 
manages to be both funny and extremely touching. 12+ 
 
 

Macmillan      £5.99     ISBN 9780330456456 
 

 

LLOYD, Saci           64 
The carbon diaries 2015  
 

Set in the very near future, this is a very funny and highly original exploration 
of a tomorrow when our carbon footprint is rationed. The subject is handled 
with a lightness of touch and lots of well-observed teenage humour. Laura 
Brown’s diary is very readable and all the important green issues for this 
globally-warmed generation are explored without ever being didactic. The text 
is further supported by quirky appendices that Laura has collected to support 
her diary entries. 12+ 
 
 

Hodder      £6.99     ISBN 9780340970157   
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McCORMICK, Patricia          65 
Sold 

 

Thirteen-year-old Lakshmi lives with her desperately poor family in the 
mountains of Nepal. She works hard at her chores, enjoys school, plays with 
her friends, talks to her goat and shyly watches Krishna, the boy to whom she is 
promised. When the monsoon destroys the last of the family’s crops, she is 
sent by her stepfather to work in India, supposedly as a maid. Lakshmi is proud 
to have the opportunity to help support her family, until she discovers the grim 
truth of her situation - she has been sold into sex slavery, a life more degrading 
than anything she could have imagined. Sensitively written in the first person, in 
vignettes of no more than two pages, this powerful and haunting novel could 

make a highly readable vehicle for a reading group. 13+ 
 

Walker      £5.99     ISBN 9781406313956 
 

 

McGANN, Oisin           66 
Strangled silence  
 

Ivor McMorris, a casualty of the war in Sinnostan, believes he has had false 
memories of the events surrounding his injury implanted in his brain and that 
he is being watched. Amina, the trainee reporter who interviews him, assumes 
he is suffering from paranoid delusions brought on by post-traumatic stress 
disorder. Chi Sandwith is an investigator of conspiracy theories and is 
beginning to make connections between Ivor’s story and those of other injured 
soldiers. The three join forces and begin to unravel a complex and sinister 
government conspiracy, putting their lives in great danger. This gripping and 
thought-provoking novel will fascinate teenagers who are intrigued by 
conspiracy theories. 13+ 
 

Corgi Books      £6.99     ISBN 9780552558624  
 

 

McGOWAN, Anthony          67 
The knife that killed me  

 

This is a decidedly unfunny follow-up to Henry Tumour , but an excellent novel 
nonetheless. Paul Varderman is an average student at a below average school 
who finds himself in a tug-of-war between the emo ‘freaks’ and the horrifically 
evil school bully, Roth, and his cronies. Paul doesn’t realise it but his very life is 
at stake. Though acknowledging the perversely seductive lure of ‘knife culture’, 
the author pulls no punches in showing the inevitable negative consequences 
of this, along with the wider problems of peer pressure and bullying. It contains 
one incident of smoking dope and self-harming. 12+ 
 
 

Definitions      £5.99     ISBN 9781862306066 
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McKENZIE, Sophie           68 
Blood ties  
 

Finding out that your father isn’t actually dead would be enough of a shock but 
when Theo discovers that his father is alive and well and part of a genetic 
engineering programme that has cloned Theo, and that his mother isn’t really 
his mother, his life goes into overdrive. Also caught up in the bizarre 
programme is Rachel, another clone, made from her dead sister. Both enter a 
horrifying series of events leading to a tragic conclusion that tears them apart 
forever. Chapters alternate between the two main characters, leaving the 
reader with tense cliff hangers, making this a breathtaking page-turner from the 
first intriguing chapter right to the end. The scientific and moral issues 
addressed are suitably challenging. This is a fantastic thriller, with a cracking plotline, 
convincing characters, an element of danger and an awesome ending. 12+ 
 

Simon and Schuster   £6.99     ISBN 9781847382757 
 

 

MARR, Melissa           69 
Wicked lovely  

 

Aislinn has had a terrifying ability since she was born: she can see faeries. 
These faeries are not at all cute or friendly, and if they find out Aislinn can see 
them they might kill her. This means Aislinn has had to develop phenomenal 
self-control, which is tested to the limit when a faerie king called Keenan takes 
an interest in her. Torn between the magical lure of Keenan and the mortal 
charms of her friend Seth, Aislinn finds herself inexorably drawn into a world 
that she has been raised to hate and fear. This exciting debut novel chillingly 
evokes the ethereal beauty and inhuman cruelty of the faery world and also 
captures the more everyday concerns of Aislinn’s developing relationship with 

Seth. The first in a new fantasy series that shows a lot of potential and should be particularly 
appealing to girls. 13+ 
 

Harper Collins     £6.99     ISBN 9780007263073 
 

 

MARRIOTT, Zoë           70 
Daughter of the flames  
 

Fifteen year-old Zira is orphaned as a child and is raised to become a warrior 
priestess. But on a traumatic night when the community she lives in is attacked 
she learns of her royal heritage. Zira must assume the leadership of her native 
people, the Rua, and marshal forces to defeat the evil Sedorne king, Abheron. 
But to do so she must overcome her own hostility towards the Sedorne and 
attempt a reconciliation between the two cultures. This is a breath of fresh air 
in the fantasy genre: it is a stand-alone novel and the story makes minimal use 
of magic and the supernatural whilst still providing a pacy and enthralling plot. 
Zira is also following a path that will resonate for many young people by 
embracing an increased level of responsibility in her life and also overcoming her own cultural 
prejudices. There are both fights and romance aplenty, creating a splendid novel that should 
have wide appeal. 12+ 
 

Walker Books     £5.99     ISBN 9781406308617 
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MICHAELS, Rune           71 
The reminder  
 

Daisy is coming to terms with the death of her mother and her counselling 
doesn’t seem to be having much effect. When she discovers her dad’s latest 
project in his laboratory, her world goes into meltdown. Not only is her 
mother’s face staring up at her, but her voice is coming out of the plastic 
replica of her head. Daisy becomes obsessed with the computerised mum 
and, when her dad gets a new girlfriend, her anxiety takes over. Events go 
from bad to worse as she ends up stealing the head and taking it home to 
prevent it being dismantled. The plot is both pacy and engaging, with an 
unpredictable twist at the end, turning the storyline upside down. A fascinating 
yet sympathetic portrayal of grief and loss. 12+ 

 

Simon and Schuster   £5.99     ISBN 9781847382436 
 

 

MOORE, Perry           72 
Hero 
 

Thom has a couple of huge secrets: he has superpowers that are manifesting 
themselves more and more, and he's gay. The big problem is that his father is 
a homophobic disgraced superhero who hates those with superpowers. As 
Thom struggles to come to terms with both his sexual and heroic identities he 
becomes involved in momentous events that will test him to the limit. This 
intriguing and engrossing take on the superhero genre is both entertaining and 
thought-provoking, as a myriad group of individuals, both adults and teenagers, 
struggle to find their place in a world that is only superficially different from our 
own. A well-paced plot with plenty of surprises should ensure this is a hit with 
both male and female teen readers. 13+ 
 

Corgi       £5.99     ISBN 9780552555869 
 

 

MORAN, Katy           73 
Bloodline  

 

Clan warfare erupts in Dark Age Britain, as this engrossing historical adventure 
explores themes of loyalty, love and friendship, with a little of the supernatural 
thrown in. Teenager Essa, always a bit of an outsider, has to leave the village 
in which he has spent the majority of his life and becomes embroiled in the 
clan-driven politics of the time. Unsure of his background, he is torn by 
conflicting loyalties and determined to try and prevent warfare amongst those 
he loves. Full of action and extremely readable. 12+ 
 
 
 
 

Walker Books    £6.99     ISBN 9781406309386 
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MUSSI, Sarah           74 
Last of the warrior kings  
 

Maxi Wolf is just another black teenager from South London, obsessed with his 
street cred and his brother’s girlfriend, Sapphire. But his world is shattered 
when he becomes embroiled in a struggle to return the priceless Benin Bronze 
artefacts to Nigeria, a goal that some wish to prevent by any means necessary. 
Maxi finds himself on the run, desperately trying to do the right thing. This 
gripping, yet often amusing, thriller gathers pace until, by the end, it is truly 
unputdownable. Maxi, who narrates the story, talks in street jargon that some 
readers may take a while to get used to. This has bags of boy appeal! 12+ 
 

Hodder      £5.99     ISBN 9780340903223 
 

 

NESS, Patrick           75 
The knife of never letting go  

 

While this novel is again set in another version of our dystopian future this new 
author for young adults presents an unusual and original twist. Germ warfare, it 
is believed, has killed all the women and subsequently there will be no more 
children. The hero Todd is the only boy left in his community and his story is 
told through his unique voice (using obvious spelling mistakes/text language as 
a device). Not only have all the women died but the men have acquired the 
ability to read thoughts (both human and animal) and it is this lack of privacy 
and constant noise that compounds the nightmare future. It is only when Todd 
experiences a moment of silence and briefly sees a young woman that he 

decides to escape the world of dying men, taking with him his faithful dog Manchee. This is a 
hugely exciting, violent and very clever satire of modern life based on an imagined future; it is 
also an excellent teenage thriller that clearly promises a sequel. 13+ 
 

Walker Books     £7.99     ISBN 9781406320756 
  

 

REES, Celia            76 
Sovay  
 

It is difficult to adequately review this beautifully written mixture of love, history 
and adventure. Set in eighteenth century England, feisty Sovay decides to test 
her fiancé’s love for her by dressing up as a highwayman, raiding his coach 
and demanding that he give her his diamond ring that he had promised never 
to remove. As a coward, he willingly gives up the ring, which sends Sovay off 
on the road to being the first highwaywoman, feared by many. Her world 
becomes entangled in intrigue as she learns that her brother and father have 
become embroiled in the revolution in France, which the rest of the novel 
centres around. With a strong, courageous female character set against the 
backdrop of the French Revolution, the tension and intrigue built up throughout is outstanding. 
Some knowledge of the French Revolution would be beneficial, but the effective descriptions of 
the malevolent characters involved and the gruesome scenes around the guillotine, gives the 
reader a real sense of the evil occurrences and the futility of resistance. 12+ 
 

Bloomsbury      £10.99    ISBN 9780747592006 
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ROBERT, Na'ima B.          77 
From Somalia with love  

 

A thought-provoking tale of cultural identities and discovering who you are, this 
story provides the reader with an insightful and very readable exploration of 
some common concerns of western Muslim teenagers. Safia, her two older 
brothers and their mother left Somalia as refugees to settle in London twelve 
years ago, and now, after all this time, they are to be joined by the father she 
thought had died. Changes in their household become evident when her 
disgraced brother Ahmed disappears, her mother is wrapped up in her father 
and her father seems to have time only for her remaining brother. Safia is 
drawn more and more into the company of a rebellious cousin as she questions 

the customs she has grown up with, with nearly disastrous consequences. 12+ 
 

Frances Lincoln     £5.99     ISBN 9781845078324 
 

 

ROSOFF, Meg           78 
What I was  
 

This well-written and very atmospheric novel, short-listed for the Carnegie 
Medal and the Costa Award 2008, is set in a traditional boys’ public school in 
the 1960s. Hilary, the new teenage boy (expelled from other schools), is 
hero-worshipped by his classmate Reece, but himself develops a fascination 
with Finn, a feral teenager who lives a subsistence existence on a deserted 
beach. The atmosphere of the school is both formal and cruel, and Hilary 
delights in the freedom and lack of rules to be found in Finn's very different 
life. The reader is drawn into the lives of the two teenagers, as Rosoff plays 
beautifully with the themes of love, freedom and personal expression through 
the heightened sense of teenage passion for life. The elements of potential homosexuality the 
reader is led to assume, and the disapproving atmosphere of the times, are well handled by the 
author to portray a relationship that has at its heart something far beyond sexuality. 
A fascinating and surprising novel for teenagers. 13+  
 

Penguin      £6.99     ISBN 9780141322469 
 

 

ROY, Jennifer           79 
Yellow star 

 

A beautifully composed collection of short blank verses arranged in a narrative 
framework. Each short verse builds to tell a story based on the life of Sylvia 
Perlmutter whose life is powerfully evoked as she grows up in striped pyjamas. 
Sylvia was one of only twelve Jewish children from Lodz in Poland to survive 
the Holocaust. The verses chronicle in graphic detail her life and survival in the 
notorious Auschwitz-Birkennu concentration camp. This is very powerful stuff 
with images that will linger long in the reader’s mind. This would make an 
outstanding reading group set as each short verse works perfectly in different 
voices. Highly recommended. 13+  

 

Frances Lincoln     £6.99     ISBN 9781845079086     
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SCOTT, Michael           80 
The alchemyst: the secrets of the immortal Nicholas  Flamel  
 

Mixing ancient prophecies and renaissance secrets into a modern day thriller, 
this intricate read is much better written then many adult novels in the same 
genre. The shadowy historical figures of Dr John Dee and his mad golem 
henchmen are brilliant, both as holders of ancient knowledge and as very 
twenty-first century villains. Dee has returned to modern San Francisco and 
stolen a book, vital to the future of mankind from Nick Fleming a book shop 
owner, who is also Nicholas Flamel, a fourteenth century contemporary of Dr 
Dee’s. Flamel is supported in his quest to recover the book by teenage twins 
Sophie and Josh, whose presence is no accident as they are the twins of 
ancient prophecy. If anyone can prevent Dr John Dee from summoning the Dark Elders to 
destroy mankind, it is them. Could be enjoyed by a sophisticated reader from twelve years but 
much more suitable for the teenage reader. 14+ 
 

Doubleday      £5.99     ISBN 9780552557092 
 

 

SEDGWICK, Marcus          81  
Blood red, snow white  

 

This is a wonderful mixture of fairy story, thriller, historical novel and spy story. 
It explores a lesser known aspect of Arthur Ransome’s life as he travelled in 
Russia in 1913 in search of stories for his famous collection of Russian Fairy 
Tales. With the lightest of touch Sedgwick covers the events leading to the 
Russian Revolution and the later Russian Civil War. The design of the book is a 
pleasure in itself with maps of Russia of the period and good-quality knife cut 
cream paper. This is a marvellous read and the portrait of the enigmatic 
Ransome is fascinating. A very readable and thought-provoking book that will 
stay in the reader’s mind for a long time. 13+  

 

Orion Books     £6.99     ISBN 9781842556375 
   

 

SHUSTERMAN, Neal          82 
Unwind  
 

Following a second American civil war, fought over the issue of abortion, 
teenagers who are unwanted by either their parents or the state can be 
‘unwound’, a process whereby all their body parts are taken and used in 
transplant surgeries. Three very different teenagers facing this process embark 
on an exciting journey to evade the authorities. They must each decide what 
they want their lives to mean within a society that has deemed those lives to be 
worthless. And can the human soul really still exist in a divided state as the 
state propaganda claims? This is a thrilling story with a group of complex and 
believable characters, the difficult moral choices they each face being 
illustrated by the different points of view from which each chapter is told. 13+ 
 

Simon and Schuster    £6.99     ISBN 9781847382313 
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SINGLETON, Sarah          83 
The amethyst child 

 

Something of an outsider, fifteen-year-old Amber feels the long, lonely summer 
holidays stretching out aimlessly ahead. But then she meets Dowdie, 
passionate and non-conformist, who sees something special in Amber. Dowdie 
tells her they are both Amethyst children – intelligent, sensitive, vital to the 
future survival of the planet – and introduces her to the Community, led by the 
charismatic and idealistic James. For the first time, Amber knows what it 
means to belong. As the story of her involvement in the Community is told in 
flashbacks, alternating with Amber’s interviews with the police, the reader is left 
in no doubt that things end badly, but this only adds to the tension. A very 

readable, well-written and thought-provoking novel with award-winning potential. 13+ 
 

Simon and Schuster    £6.99     ISBN 9781416925910 
 

 

UPDALE, Eleanor           84 
Saved 
 

Luke’s family is in a religious cult - he’s forbidden to watch TV or use the phone 
and, most importantly, he can’t be treated by doctors. But when his sister Anna 
is hit by a car outside their house, Luke lets them both be taken to hospital. 
There he becomes caught in a showdown between the doctors and the 
members of the cult, including his parents. Luke has to decide whether he can 
really trust purely in God to help his sister or whether the doctors should be 
allowed to help her. This is an excellent hi-lo thriller that examines some tricky 
issues of faith in the context of an event that is all too believable. Short but very 
satisfying, this story is bound to get kids talking! 12+ 
 

Barrington Stoke     £5.99     ISBN 9781842995266 
 

 

VALENTINE, Jenny          85 
Broken soup  

 

Rowan is only fifteen but has had to take charge of her family following the 
death of her older brother. As the strain of looking after her little sister and her 
mum mounts, events conspire to draw Rowan closer to a new girl at school 
and to Harper, a mysterious eighteen-year-old from New York. Poignant yet 
also utterly charming, this is a fascinating portrait of someone making the 
difficult transition to adulthood and of the ways that families deal (or don’t deal) 
with the loss of a loved one. Contains some swearing and a suicide attempt. 
13+ 
 
 

Harper Collins     £5.99     ISBN 9780007229659 
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WILSON, Jacqueline          86 
Kiss  
 

Harder hitting than her other novels, this novel poignantly explores issues of 
teenage sexuality and unrequited love, although always with the lightness of 
touch for which Jacqueline Wilson is so well known. The close relationship 
between Sylvie and Carl, best of friends since they were toddlers, appears to 
be threatened both by puberty and by their attendance at different schools. 
Sylvie's need for Carl and her increasingly passionate feelings are being 
brushed aside by his preoccupation with his new friend Paul, a boy whose 
loutish behaviour and interest in football are anathema to Sylvie and at odds 
with Carl's more cultured and artistic character. Very readable, and very 'street' 
literate, this novel contains instances of underage drinking and sexuality, although neither are 
seen as clever options. 13+ 
 

Corgi       £5.99     ISBN 9780552554411 
 

 

Other Key Stage 3/4 recommendations 
 
These are titles that we haven’t reviewed on our we bsite but are well worth a 
read: 
 
BATEMAN, Colin 
Titanic 2020: cannibal city  
Sequel to Titanic 2020 . Jimmy and Claire's adventures continue in the plague-ridden world of 
2020. This time they have to deal with crazy cannibals, a murderous minister and the man who 
would be President. 
Hodder     £5.99    ISBN 9780340944462 
 
BLACKMAN, Malorie 
Double cross  
When a terrorist bomb kills Callie's grandmother she's plunged back into the centre of the 
struggle between the Noughts and Crosses. The fourth part in this acclaimed series. 
Doubleday     £12.99   ISBN 9780385615518 
 
BOWLER, Tim 
Blade: closing in  
Dangerous and on the run, Blade has to escape from the murderous gang before he's next in 
line for a stabbing. 
Oxford U.P.     £5.99    ISBN 9780192754851 
 
BRESLIN, Theresa 
The Nostradamus prophecy  
This follow-up to The Medici Seal  is rich in incident and drama. 
Doubleday     £12.99   ISBN 9780385613088 
 
BUCKLEY-ARCHER, Linda 
The Tar Man  
Peter has been left trapped in 1763 while the fearsome Tar Man has come to the 21st century 
ready to wreak untold havoc. Can Kate and her father bring Peter back to his own time and 
defeat the Tar Man's evil schemes? Sequel to Gideon the cutpurse . 
Simon and Schuster   £6.99    ISBN 9781416917113 
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CASSIDY, Anne 
Forget me not  
When a toddler is kidnapped from a neighbour's family the lives of Stella Parfitt and her mum 
are changed forever. Falling under suspicion for the crime, Stella's mum thinks back to a similar 
incident twenty years earlier and a terrible secret she has kept since. A chillingly topical tale! 
Scholastic     £5.99    ISBN 9780439942904 
 
COLEMAN, Michael 
The cure  
An intriguing and engrossing read that makes you reconsider the values of modernity, whilst 
engaging with an action packed adventure. 
Orchard     £5.99    ISBN 9781846163456 
 
DUEY, Kathleen 
Skin hunger  
A dark and compelling tale of the struggle to restore magic to the world in order to secure power 
for the rich. First in a trilogy. 
Simon and Schuster   £6.99    ISBN 9781847381347 
 
DURANT, Alan 
Flesh and bones  
A skull unearthed from an ancient abbey starts to exert sinister supernatural powers. A 
spine-tinglingly spooky mystery! 
Definitions     £5.99    ISBN 9780099456551 
 
FISHER, Catherine 
Sapphique  
Finn has escaped from Incarceron but his problems continue as he is unsure whether he should 
be King. The gripping sequel to the fantastic Incarceron . 
Hodder     £5.99    ISBN 9780340893616 
 
GILMAN, David 
Ice claw  
Thrills a minute in this action packed adventure with Max Gordon, a dead monk and potential 
world-wide environmental devastation. A real page-turner. 
Puffin      £6.99    ISBN 9780141323039 
 
GOLDING, Julia 
Dragonfly  
Two young people from very different cultures are forced into an arranged marriage. But when 
they are abducted they are forced to work together despite their mutual loathing to save their 
kingdoms from a devious warlord. 
Oxford U.P.     £5.99    ISBN 9780192727602 
 
HUCKLESBY, Jill 
Last kiss of the butterfly  
A girl spends an unforgettable summer with her sick mother in a remote cottage in the 
countryside. A moving and sensitively written story of family love. 
Orchard     £5.99    ISBN 9781846163432 
 



 38

KENRICK, Joanna 
Mind set  
After some terrorist bombs go off Mark finds that his Muslim friend Shaleem is hated and 
blamed for the attacks. Will Mark have the courage to defend his friend or will he follow the 
crowd? 
Barrington Stoke    £5.99    ISBN 9781842995235 
 
LIMB, Sue 
Zoë and Chloe: Out to lunch  
Zoë and Chloe are trying to get permission to go on holiday to Newquay. Oh, and their boy 
problems with Oliver Wyatt and "Beast" Hawkins continue - will Oliver see the light? 
Bloomsbury     £5.99    ISBN 9780747582731 
 
LOCKHART, Emily 
Fly on the wall  
A girl learns about the opposite sex, who mystify her, when she lives as a fly for a week in the 
boys' changing rooms.  
Corgi      £5.99    ISBN 9780552556248 
 
PALEY, Sasha 
Huge 
April can't wait to lose weight over summer at the Wellness Canyon Weight loss spa but her 
rebellious room-mate is not having any of it. Fun with a serious message. 
Simon and Schuster   £5.99    ISBN 9781847381378 
 
PFEFFER, Susan 
The dead and the gone 
As freak weather engulfs the globe, New York is plunged into a nightmare from which many will 
never wake. With no food, no electricity, and no parents, Alex must keep himself and his sisters 
alive…whatever the cost. Sequel to Life as we knew it . 
Marion Lloyd Books    £6.99    ISBN 9781407106229 
 
PHILIP, Gillian 
Mind's eye  
Those teenagers with the ability of telepathy need special brain implants to stop them causing 
trouble but can Lara escape before it's too late? A pacy science fiction quick read. 
Evans      £4.99    ISBN 9780237536152 
 
REES, Celia 
The stone testament  
Two teenagers encounter their previous selves and evil gods in a gripping race through time to 
fulfil their destinies...lots of action and suspense, suffused with darkness and fear of ancient 
powers brought into being. 
Marion Lloyd Books    £6.99    ISBN 9781407105055 
 
SMELCER, John 
The trap  
Caught in his own trap, does Johnny's grandfather have enough wilderness craft to stay alive? 
Anderson Press    £5.99    ISBN 9781842707395 
 
URE, Jean 
Just sixteen  
A pacy read of first love, with the small but fundamental addition of an unwanted pregnancy. 
Join Sam and Priya in their attempt to deal with the surrounding issues. 
Orchard     £5.99    ISBN 9781843629405 
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Key Stage 4/16+ 
 
ALSANEA, Rajaa           87 
Girls of Riyadh  

 

The lives and loves of four young women living in Riyadh are frankly discussed 
by an anonymous mutual friend, who is sending out emails to more and more of 
the country chronicling her friends' exploits. As each of the girls is confounded 
in their romantic pursuits by the intransigent demands of Saudi culture or their 
domineering families they all question whether true love and marriage can ever 
go hand in hand. This very frank dissection of the highs and lows of being a 
woman in Saudi Arabia is given further depth as the mysterious narrator 
responds to criticisms and praise from men and women alike about what she is 
doing. Thought-provoking and often very emotional, this is a revealing insight 

into a culture very different from our own. 15+ 
 

Penguin      £7.99     ISBN 9780141030616 
 

 

BRADLEY, James           88 
The resurrectionist  
 

This is a very well-written and sinister historical novel set in the early 
nineteenth century. The author has created an atmospheric and flesh-creeping 
gothic horror set in a dark underworld of early surgeons and their insatiable 
need for fresh human flesh. The writing is graphic, both in sickening content 
and in its fast-paced style, painting a convincing portrait of this immoral and 
dangerous period in London’s history, when body-snatchers sold the contents 
of the cemetery to competing medical schools. The snapshot style of writing 
(broken up into many paragraphs) gives the story its graphic book directness 
and makes reading easy on the eye if not the stomach. 16+ 
 

Faber       £7.99     ISBN 9780571232765 
 

 

DOCTOROW, Cory           89 
Little brother  

 

Marcus is seventeen years old and takes great pleasure in tampering with the 
increasingly sophisticated security systems at his school. But, in the wake of a 
devastating terrorist attack in San Francisco, Marcus is detained and tortured 
by the Department of Homeland Security. After his release he embarks on a 
crusade to bring down the DHS, whatever the cost. This is a highly accessible 
and exhilarating thriller that raises important issues. It examines the problems 
of civil liberties in a society paralysed by fear, and shows technology to be 
something that is not inherently threatening, but which can be used towards 
both positive and negative ends. Marcus's actions are shown to be in many 

ways flawed, but the fact that he rarely falters in his mission, despite frequent attacks of self-
doubt, is inspirational. 14+ 
 

Harper Voyager     £7.99     ISBN 9780007288427 
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HAMLEY, Dennis           90 
Divided loyalties  
 

This is the second instalment in the life of the Vogler family, who are of mixed 
British and German heritage. The earlier book, Ellen’s People , does not need 
to be read to fully enjoy this second part, which follows the family through the 
Second World War, with their subsequent divided loyalties. This is an 
outstanding historical novel with exceedingly believable characters, betraying 
none of our twenty-first century sensibilities to total war. Britain during this 
period is superbly portrayed and much is made of the RAF bombing of 
Germany, which the reader experiences from both sides. While this is clearly a 
historical novel, there is much contemporary resonance to be found in the 
dilemma of mixed loyalties. 14+ 
 

Walker Books    £5.99     ISBN 9781406304077 
 

 

HINES, Joanna           91 
One mistake  

 

At twenty-five, Ben Sharp has already been condemned as the black sheep of 
his family. When his apparently perfect sister Emma tells him she is being 
blackmailed, he gets the chance to redeem himself - but Emma could lose 
everything. As Ben and Emma try to extricate themselves from an increasingly 
terrifying situation, they are pushed to the limit of what they will do for each 
other. This engrossing thriller is part of Barrington Stoke's new ‘Most Wanted ’ 
series for reluctant readers at Key Stage 4 and beyond, which provides 
accessible shorter stories on gritty adult themes, while still carrying a positive 
moral message that should leave readers thinking. This title contains a 

moderate amount of swearing, violence and a little sex. 15+ 
 

Barrington Stoke     £5.99     ISBN 9781842995280 
 

 

KENRICK, Joanna           92 
Tears of a friend  
 

Part of the Sharp Shades series of up-to-the minute stories, with only 56 pages, 
simple language and larger-than-average typeface, this series is ideal for the 
less able or reluctant teenager reader. The series is also liberally sprinkled with 
cool black-and-white photographs, which help enhance the limited text. While 
not great literature, this is classic female teenage fare of friendships, boyfriends 
and fashion and falling in and out of all three. Enjoyment of this title could lead 
on to more challenging books by this popular author. 14+ 
 
 

Evans      £4.99     ISBN 9780237535254 
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KING, Stephen           93 
Duma key  

 

This latest King novel does not disappoint; the master of very clever formula 
fiction delivers an epic 689 pages. While this supernatural mystery takes place 
in Florida, not Maine, the novel still contains many of Stephen King’s favourite 
archetypes - zombies, demon dolls, eccentrics, one armed men, ancient curses 
and the very essence of art itself. The dramatic action is slow to build but the 
main characters of the Freemantle and his friend Wiseman, both disabled, are 
beautifully drawn and totally unique. Wonderfully easy to read as most 
chapters are no more than two pages and all finish with cliff-hanging endings. 
16+ 

 

Hodder      £7.99     ISBN 9780340978030 
 

 

MORDEN, Simon           94 
The lost art   
 

Set in the distant future when the world, destroyed by its own technology, has 
turned its back on progress and any scientific endeavour is strongly 
discouraged by the all-powerful church. In this new Dark Age, all knowledge 
is strictly controlled and the secrets of the past are buried and closely 
guarded. It is to this world that Benzamir Mahmood, a descendant of tribes 
that fled the destruction, returns to rediscover these well-hidden scientific 
secrets. This is an action-packed and complex science-fiction fantasy thriller 
that pitches savage fundamentalist intolerance against scientific reason. 
Despite the hefty 522 pages, its exciting short chapters make it a pleasure to 
read. 14+ 
 

Corgi       £6.99     ISBN 9780552553575 
 

 

O’NEILL, Heather           95 
Lullabies for little criminals  

 

Shortlisted for the Orange Prize in 2008, this is the deeply touching story of 12-
year-old Baby, who lives with her father Jules in a succession of run-down 
apartments in Montreal’s red light district. As Jules sinks deeper into heroin 
addiction, Baby leads an increasingly feral existence and, inevitably, the 
vacuum is filled by Alphonse, a charismatic and predatory character, who puts 
Baby to work as a prostitute to support his own drug habit. Baby’s naïve and 
understated narration of her grim circumstances make poignant reading in this 
compelling debut novel by a talented new author.  

16+ 
 

Quercus      £7.99     ISBN 9781847243935 
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PHILLIPS, Suzanne          96 
Burn  
 

Cameron’s life has become a living hell, with his first year at high school 
dominated by an escalating cycle of bullying by the school football team. The 
adults in his life have proven either unwilling to acknowledge what is 
happening to him or unable to offer any meaningful help. After a particularly 
humiliating attack, Cameron’s rage, which he has previously tried to exorcise 
through self-harm and pyromania, fully erupts – and a boy dies. This is a 
brutal, unflinching examination of the effects of bullying, with Cameron’s 
innermost thoughts perfectly reflecting the growing sense of losing control of 
one’s life that characterises the victims of bullying and compels them to punish 
those who remind them of their own weakness.  Despite its American setting, this novel will 
have depressing relevance to teens everywhere. 14+ 
 

Macmillan      £6.99     ISBN 9780330442299 
 

 

RUFF, Matt            97 
Bad monkeys  

 

Jane Charlotte is in police custody after killing a man. She claims to work for 
the Bad Monkeys, a secretive group that assassinates evil people, but the 
psychiatrist interviewing her is not convinced. As Jane tells the extraordinary 
tale of how she discovered the existence of the group and subsequently joined 
them, both her agenda and the truthfulness of her account become increasingly 
suspect. This fabulously entertaining thriller takes the reader on a journey into 
the world of the deeply flawed Jane, leading you to question the nature of good 
and evil and whether the ends ever justify the means. The shocking twist at the 
end of the tale will ensure that this is a book that many will want to re-visit. 15+ 

 

Bloomsbury      £7.99     ISBN 9780747593232 
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Other Key Stage 4/16+ recommendations 
 
 
These are titles that we haven’t reviewed on our we bsite but are well worth a 
read: 
 
BROOKS, Kevin 
Black rabbit summer 
A group of old school friends meet up on a hot summer’s night, and soon murder is in the air.  
A tense, atmospheric thriller. 
Penguin     £6.99    ISBN 9780141319117 
 
FAROOKI, Roopa 
Corner shop 
Fourteen-year-old Khalil is passionate about three things: football, Star Wars and the girl who 
works at the corner shop. 
Pan Books     £7.99    ISBN 9780330443647 
 
GRIFFITHS, Niall 
Runt  
A moving glimpse into the mind of a spiritual savant and the darkness that often pervades our 
lives. 
Vintage     £7.99    ISBN 9780099461159 
 
HOPKINS, Ellen 
Crank  
A teenage girl develops a terrifying drug addiction. A punchy, thought-provoking read. 
Simon and Schuster   £6.99    ISBN 9781847382580 
 
JOYCE, Graham 
The tooth fairy 
A brilliantly original allegorical fantasy from this Leicestershire author. 
Gollancz     £7.99    ISBN 9780575082632 
 
LITT, Toby 
I play the drums in a band called okay 
A witty and philosophical account of the pursuit of fame and casual sex. 
Penguin     £7.99    ISBN 9780141017921 
 
MAIROWITZ, David Zane and DOSTOEVSKY, Fyodor 
Crime and punishment  
An outstanding graphic treatment of Dostoevsky's classic novel. 
Self Made Hero    £12.99   ISBN 9780955816949 
 
SUZUMA, Tabitha 
From where I stand  
Raven's life is in meltdown but can she survive it? An emotional psychological thriller. 
Definitions     £5.99    ISBN 9781862302129 
 
TORDAY, Paul 
The irresistible inheritance of Wilberforce  
Wilberforce has fallen from grace, reduced to an alcoholic wreck in denial. But how did he get 
there? 
Phoenix     £7.99    ISBN 9780753823156 
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Index by title 
 
Title       Author   Review number 
 
After the flood     MATTHEWS, L. S.    18 

Airman      COLFER, Eoin    32 

Alchemyst, The     SCOTT, Michael    80 

Amethyst child, The     SINGLETON, Sarah   83 

Angel boy      ASHLEY, Bernard    2 

Bad monkeys     RUFF, Matt     97 

Blood red, snow white    SEDGWICK, Marcus   81 

Blood ties      McKENZIE, Sophie    68 

Bloodchild      BOWLER, Tim    48 

Bloodline      MORAN, Katy    73 

Broken glass      GRINDLEY, Sally    9 

Broken soup      VALENTINE, Jenny    85 

Burn       PHILLIPS, Suzanne    96 

Call me Hope     OLSEN, Gretchen    22 

Carbon diaries 2015, The    LLOYD, Saci     64 

Chaos code, The     RICHARDS, Justin    43 

Daughter of the flames    MARRIOTT, Zoë    70 

Dead men don't talk     FORDE, Catherine    35 

Declaration, The     MALLEY, Gemma    39 

Devouring, The     HOLT, Simon    59 

Divided loyalties     HAMLEY, Dennis    90 

Dragon of Krakow, The    MONTE, Richard    19 

Duma key      KING, Stephen    93 

Dusk       OPPEL, Kenneth    23 

Everything I know about you   HOLLYER, Belinda    12 

Fix, The      McKENZIE, Sophie    38 

Fortune Cookie     URE, Jean     26 

From Somalia with love    ROBERT, Na'ima B.   77 

George's secret key to the universe  HAWKING, Lucy and Stephen  10 

Ghost’s child, The     HARTNETT, Sonya    58 

Girls of Riyadh     ALSANEA, Rajaa    87 

Gypsy crown, The     FORSYTH, Kate    7 

H-bomb girl, The     BAXTER, Stephen    47 

Hate that cat      CREECH, Sharon    5 
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Haunting of Nathaniel Wolfe, The   KEANEY, Brian    14 

Hero       MOORE, Perry    72 

Hunger Games, The    COLLINS, Suzanne    51 

Jackdaw summer     ALMOND, David    28 

Just Henry      MAGORIAN, Michelle   17 

Kiss       WILSON, Jacqueline   86 

Kissing club, The     CLARKE, Julia    50 

Knife of never letting go, The   NESS, Patrick    75 

Knife that killed me, The    McGOWAN, Anthony   67 

Knife-edge      SWINDELLS, Robert   44 

Kobal       BRYERS, Paul    3 

Last of the warrior kings    MUSSI, Sarah    74 

Life at the shallow end    BAILEY, Helen    46 

Life on the refrigerator door   KUIPERS, Alice    63 

Little brother      DOCTOROW, Cory    89 

Long weekend, The     KALHAN, Savita    62 

Lost art, The      MORDEN, Stephen    94 

Lullabies for little criminals    O'NEILL, Heather    95 

My kind of school     BRADMAN, Tony (editor)   31 

Mysterious edge of the heroic world, The KONIGSBURG, E. L.   37 

Mystery of the fool and the vanisher, The ELLWAND, David and Ruth  55 

Nest of vipers, A     JOHNSON, Catherine   13 

Nevermore      NEWBERY, Linda    21 

One mistake      HINES, Joanna    91 

One small step     KERR, P. B.     15 

Ostrich boys      GRAY, Keith     57 

Out of this world (Halycrus) series  WONG, Keira    27 

Prison runner, The     ELLIS, Deborah    34 

Reminder, The     MICHAELS, Rune    71 

Resurrectionist, The     BRADLEY, James    88 

Revolution is not a dinner party   COMPESTINE, Ying Chang  33 

Roar, The      CLAYTON, Emma    4 

Robber baron's daughter, The   GAVIN, Jamila    36 

Ruby red      GLASS, Linzi     56 

Savage, The      ALMOND, David and McKEAN, Dave 1 

Saved       UPDALE, Eleanor    84 

Scarper Jack and the bloodstained room  RUSSELL, Christopher   24 
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Scream, The      BATES, Penny    29 

Shiraz: the Ibiza diaries    DENT, Grace    54 

Shrapnel      SWINDELLS, Robert   25 

Silverfin: the graphic novel    HIGSON, Charlie and WALKER, Kev 11 

Slam       HORNBY, Nick    60 

Sold       McCORMICK, Patricia   65 

Solitaire      ASHLEY, Bernard    45 

Sovay       REES, Celia     76 

Stonekeeper, The     KIBUISHI, Kazu    16 

Strangled silence     McGANN, Oisin    66 

Tale of Despereaux, The    DICAMILLO, Kate    6 

Tears of a friend     KENRICK, Joanna    92 

Teen Inc.      PETRUCHA, Stefan    41 

That's life, Lily     DAYRE, Valérie    53 

Then       GLEITZMAN, Morris   8 

Three ways to snog an alien   JOYCE, Graham    61 

Tribe, The      BLOOM, Valerie    30 

Twisted symmetry     MYERS, Benjamin J.   20 

Twocking      BROWN, Eric    49 

Uncle Montague's tales of terror   PRIESTLEY, Chris    42 

Unwind      SHUSTERMAN, Neal   82 

Ways to live forever     NICHOLLS, Sally    40 

What I was      ROSOFF, Meg    78 

Wicked lovely     MARR, Melissa    69 

Yellow star      ROY, Jennifer    79 

Zelah Green, queen of clean   CURTIS, Vanessa    5



 
 


