Season Watch

As the year unfolds we can see many signs in the natural world that one season is changing into the next.  In our everyday lives we often take these signs, such as leaf fall, for granted and most of the time don’t really notice them.

However, taking a closer look at these events, we can see that they all happen as a result of seasonal changes, such as variations in the amount of sunlight, rainfall and temperature.  Phenology, which is the recording of the timing of the seasons, has been carried out for many years, although more recently records have become scarcer. 

As Global Warming is such an important issue in present day life, phenology has never been as important as it is now.  Records made by local people and collected together can be important in identifying any abnormalities in the timing of seasons.  Records collected over decades consistently show that spring events are happening earlier and autumn events are later and the last ten years have been some of the warmest on record. For example, snowdrops flower an average of six days earlier than 50 years ago and hawthorn is flowering two weeks earlier.

Recording these seasonal events is an excellent way of exploring the natural world around us.  With a copy of the Season Watch pack, anyone can help record when leaves change colour and fall, when blackberry fruit ripens each autumn or when celandines flower each spring.

To find out more information, contact the Holly Hayes Environment and Resources Centre, 216 Birstall Road, Leicestershire LE4 4DG, telephone (0116) 2671950, e-mail wildlife@leics.gov.uk or visit www.leics.gov.uk/celebrating_wildlife.










