Speaking, Listening, Reading and Writing
Oracy

Listening at length is difficult and tiring.

Use literacy strengths to help the student understand.

· use key visuals (such as pie chart, flow diagram, spider diagram, table...) to help your explanations.

· allow pupils a few minutes to pre-read a text (e.g. while taking the register) so that they are reminded of the vocabulary they will need and are in a better position to follow any discussion.

· write tasks on the board to help overcome confusion.

· use small group teaching, using taped listening activities.  Various commercial English language courses are available, such as “All Stars.”  

Davies, Paul A & Greenall, Simon All Stars Intermediate Student Book  Oxford University Press   0 19 454075 8  (See www.oup.com/elt for example pages.)

Provide opportunities for speaking (not just listening).
· put the pupil in a supportive group.  This could include someone who shares the first language (increased confidence = increased willingness to take risks).

· give the pupil a defined role within the group.  Speaking in a small group is much less daunting than speaking in front of the class.  An activity which provides the necessary vocabulary (e.g. on cards which have to be sorted) will help the student to participate actively.

· make use of 1:1 teaching where this is available, for improvements in intonation and pronunciation.

Literacy

· provide opportunities for the pupil to express his/her understanding in ways other than writing e.g. by completing a grid or a chart using information from a text.

· explain the different types of writing:  recount, description, explanation, justification etc.  Give a model and give opportunities for practice.

· stimulate awareness of the subject to be written about by class/group discussion. This will also remind the pupil of vocabulary terms.

· vocabulary work using a thesaurus and/or bilingual dictionary:  the student could build up banks of ‘interesting’ words.

· grammar:  verb formation, prepositions and phrasal verbs may cause particular difficulties.  Exercises to address specific grammar points may help some pupils, e.g. Murphy, Raymond. (1993) Basic Grammar in Use, reference and practice for students of English  Cambridge University Press. (British English version.)

· pupils could write collaboratively in pairs.   Whiteboards help them to redraft. Sharing a computer also helps them to discuss and amend their work. 

