
Activity:
Local walk
Geography

/ Science

ABOUT THE ACTIVITY

As with all of our activities, this is designed to complement the work done in school – it is not meant to be a complete unit.

The group walks around the local area, including:

· Looking at the agricultural land use, geological, geographical and living features of the area.

· Looking at the vernacular buildings and other features of local historical interest in the village.

· Looking at the church and its Beaumanor connections.

· Investigating some interesting gravestones in the churchyard.



WHERE THE ACTIVITY FITS IN

to a visit to Beaumanor

The ‘Beacon walk’ helps to re-inforce various geographical concepts which may have been discussed in the classroom.  Such things as topology, land use, settlement patterns and geology can all be illustrated.  It can also be used to further ecology teaching.

to the QCA scheme

Science unit 3D, 4B & 6A
Habitats and other ecological concepts

Geography 6 & 13

Investigating the local area / a contrasting locality



ADAPTING THE ACTIVITY FOR A DIFFERENT AGE GROUP

Younger children could:

· Do the same activities on shorter walks, with staff help at a level appropriate to their age and abilities.

Older children could:

· Do the similar activities on longer walks, with additional investigations en route and an appropriate level of route planning and map reading.



PRIOR LEARNING
VOCABULARY
RESOURCES

It is helpful if the children have learned:

· where the area fits into the map of Britain.

· that games were much simpler and more sociable than nowadays.
In this activity, children will have opportunities to use:

· words associated with land use, e.g. field, hedges, dry stone wall, shelter belt, coppice, stile, bridleway.   
· words associated with the buildings, e.g. thatch, semi-detached.
· words associated with landform. e.g., hill, igneous, valley, re-entrant.
· Village.

· Local maps.

· Worksheets.

· Field guides.

· Compasses.

· Binoculars.

· Sample bags.





EXPECTATIONS

At the end of this activity, due to age or ability

most children will:
have an idea of the local geography and economy, together with an understanding of the value of maps when undertaking a local walk.

some children will not have 
made so much progress and will:
Have seen the local area and have an idea of the differences between it and their home area. 

some children will have 
progressed further and will:
understand patterns of settlement and land use and the importance of geology and landform on settlement.

ICT POSSIBILITIES

In our computer suite at Beaumanor during a residential visit, or back at school after the visit

· As with all visits to Beaumanor, we have several digital cameras available for use by groups.  These could be used by staff and children during a residential visit and the pictures produced could be incorporated into multi media presentation packages such as ‘Illuminatus’, ‘MS Publisher’ and ‘MS Powerpoint’, initially at Beaumanor, then back at school after the visit.



WORK BACK IN SCHOOL

Before the visit, children could study maps and work out an appropriate route from a number of choices.

After the visit, groups could compare the walk with their area.

Samples, measurements and photographs could be used to illustrate reports on the walk

Children can visit churchyards in their area. 



RISK ASSESSMENT

In addition to the ‘Group Visits - General Risk Assessment’, the following specific risks have been identified

Hazard
Risk control

Behaviour
Children are asked to be on their best behaviour and to be safe and sensible at all times.

Traffic.
Children are warned to keep to the inside of the pavement at all times and not to step into the road under any circumstances.

Crossing the main road.
Staff stand in the road and stop traffic long enough for children to cross.  Children are organised and instructed and cross the road in a group.

Transport to the Beacon.
All minibuses are equipped with seat belts which will be worn while the bus is moving.  All drivers are qualified and have C.C. minibus permits.  C.C. transport policies will be followed at all times.

On the Beacon.
As the Beacon is a public open space, groups will stay together and in the company of the responsible adults.

First aid.
Groups will carry first aid kits at all times.


Clothing.
Walks will only take place if groups have clothing appropriate to the weather conditions.

Bad weather.
Walks will be cancelled if weather conditions, especially winds, are considered inappropriate by Beaumanor or visiting staff.




