
Ratby is located just within the boundary of the
National Forest, north west of Leicester. The village is
easily accessible by road, from the south via the M1

junction 21a or via Groby to the north. 
Parking is available at the library on Main Street

5 kms (3 miles), allow 11⁄2
hours, relatively flat surfaces

The walk begins at the Ratby Memorial. Turn right
along Burroughs Road. On your right you will see 
“The Plough Inn”.

Originally a farm, an inventory in the County Records
for 1695, shows that ale was already being brewed
here.
Continue to the top of the first slope then leave the
road left and follow the enclosed path to a field.

l Turn diagonally right across two fields. The path
then turns left to a narrow
footbridge leading onto the

farm track.

If you have time
to linger, you

might spot
watercress in the
brook. In the spring

there are lilac-pink
flowers of Lady’s

Smock. Across to the
left on the field
slope you can see
the ridge and
furrows of the
ancient strip field
system.
Turn right and
follow the
track
until it
dips to the
right. At
this point
carry
straight

walk 1:

ahead and climb the bank to a bridlegate.

l Go through the gate and continue with the hedge
on your right.

In the field across to the right is the ancient Bury
Camp. This is an Iron Age Fort with a single entrance,
which dates from around 100 BC. Evidence from the
site indicates continuity of settlement here from as
early as 10,000 years ago, the early postglacial era,
through to the Bronze, Roman and Saxon periods.
(There is no public access to the site).
Head to the woodland. The first bit of the wood has
examples of old coppice, probably dating from the
18th century. Then you emerge into a newly planted
woodland.

Continue with the ditch on your right and through a
gate to reach a bridleway junction. Turn right over the
bridge and the path skirts the edge of Ratby
Burroughs.

The path continues along the top of the bank until you
reach a farm track that borders the woodland.

This bank and the adjacent ditch are remnants of a
medieval deer enclosure.
To the left you can see the farm buildings of Old
Hays Farm. The present farmhouse dates from 1773,
but the moat and original farmstead dates from the
late 13th Century and are a Class 1 Scheduled
Monument, with the earliest reference being 1280.
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