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Reads you need in your primary school library 2009
Is recent fiction for children aged 3 to 11 recommended
and reviewed by the librarians of Library Services for
Education.

The titles in this booklist were first published, or first
Issued in paperback, during 2008/ early 2009 and were
reviewed on the Library Services for Education website.

For the latest LSE recommendations, visit Books of the
Month at www.leics.gov.uk/libraries/Ise.

The reviews are arranged in sections to give an
indication of the Key Stage(s) where they are most
applicable, although many will have wider readership.
Section Review numbers
Picture books 1-32
Foundation Stage/Key Stage 1 33 -46

Lower Key Stage 2 47 — 69

Upper Key Stage 2 70— 96



Picture Books

AHLBERG, Allan and INGMAN, Bruce 1
The pencil

In the beginning there was... a pencil. The pencil draws many things,
including a boy called Banjo and his dog and, eventually, a whole world.
The pencil draws a paintbrush to help colour in the world and a rubber to
remove its mistakes. Unfortunately the rubber gets over-excited and starts
rubbing out everything - how will the pencil save its creations? This is a
beautifully realised reflection on the nature of creativity, filled with half-
finished illustrations by Bruce Ingman and a host of named objects and
creatures (though, amusingly, Banjo's parents and grandparents have little
need for names). This story is truly a delight to read aloud and should inspire bouts of pencil-
based creativity among children everywhere! 5+

Walker Books £10.99 ISBN 9781406309621

BARTRAM, Simon 2
Bob’s best ever friend

Yet another flawless offering from an author/ illustrator who superbly blends
text and illustration. By matching colourful illustration with quite extensive
text, the book allows the young audience plenty of time to hear the words
while studying the complex illustrative jokes and visual clues. In this second
picture book adventure, we join Bob on his quest to find a faithful friend to
share his space escapades. 5+

Templar £9.99 ISBN 9781840113730

BEDFORD, David and JULIAN, Russell
It's a George thing!

George loves having fun with his friends, Peachy and Moon, but George
isn’t very good at their favourite games. In fact, the only thing he’s good at
is dancing. So, when he’s invited to dance in Priscilla’s show, he struts his
stuff and shows his friends what he does best. With bright, humorous
illustrations, this is a charming, positive story of friendship and
understanding each other’s differences. 4+

Egmont £10.99 ISBN 9781405228046

BENTLY, Peter and CORT, Ben 4
The shark in the dark

A mean and greedy shark is stirring, and he’s got his eye on all the other fish
(and the crabs, and the turtles). Luckily a squid has the answer - if they all
work together they can show the shark who'’s boss! This brooding underwater
thriller is brightened up by some excellent rhyming text and colourful
illustrations by Ben Cort. It tackles the themes of bullying and courage and is
ideally suited for storytime. 5+

acmilan £10.99 ISBN 9780230015982




BROWNE, Anthony
Little Beauty

A gorilla is taught a very special skill - sign language. He can ask for
anything he needs, using sign language - including a television. But one
day he signs that he is lonely and needs a friend. When his keepers bring
him a kitten called Beauty, the two animals become inseparable. Be
prepared to have your heart broken as the gorilla is punished for breaking
his TV by having Beauty taken away from him. This is a wonderfully
illustrated and heart-warming tale of friendship from the master of the
gorilla picture book. 5+

Walker Books £10.99 ISBN 9781406308662

BURFOOT, Ella 6
Darkness slipped in

- Overcoming a child’s fear of the dark is the aim of this captivating
Dﬂ]{hNESS picture book. Darkness slowly enters Daisy’s room like an oil slick
® SLE-PPE-D IN moving over her white and pink bedroom enveloping more and more of
each page. Daisy does not fear the darkness but looks forward to
dancing with him before falling fast asleep. Written in simple rhyme the
book's theme has obvious curriculum potential, but this should not be
allowed to lessen the enjoyment of this delightfully original picture book.
4+

Kingfisher £5.99 ISBN 9780753418451

CATE, Annette Le Blanc 7
The magic rabbit

Ray and Bunny are business partners, magician and loyal assistant. They
do everything together. Until one day on the busy streets, in the middle of
a magic trick, Bunny falls out of the magician’s top hat and gets chased by
a passing pug dog and they are separated. Will Ray ever find Bunny
again? This is a charming story, accompanied by beautifully expressive
black and white illustrations, with yellow stars scattered throughout. A
magical pleasure for readers of 5+.

Walker Books £5.99 ISBN 9781406313512

DODD, Emma 8
| don’'t want a cool cat

- What kind of cat is best? A huffy, over-fluffy cat or a slinky, dinky twig cat?
I don’t want | Tpigis an amusing look at the different characteristics of cats through

' some wonderfully imaginative drawings and playful use of language. Each
page has an alternative type of cat for the reader to decide which they
would prefer, finishing with the small, soft furry cat. A great book for
reading out loud or sharing with a group. 5+

cool
cat

Emma
Dadd
@

Orchard Books £10.99 ISBN 9781846169502




DUFFY, Carol Ann and HYDE, Catherine 9
The princess’ blankets

A wonderful modern fairy tale with a strong ecological message about a spoilt
princess who uses all the world’s resources just to keep warm. With its
substantial text, superbly supported by atmospheric, glittery paintings by artist
Catherine Hyde, this is a book to cherish. The beautifully poetic language
would read well aloud or could be enjoyed by a thoughtful older reader. 9+

Templar £14.99 ISBN 9781840112016

FARDELL, John 10
Manfred the baddie

This older picture book uses limited text at the beginning of the story to
hook the reader before the text builds. The cartoon format also
incorporates large double page spreads that are full of technical detail and
action. This simple, moral tale of Manfred, who comes to realise that when
he is bad nobody cares for him, but when he is good he has lots of friends,
is ideal for the reluctant boy reader. 7+
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Quercus £10.99 ISBN 9781847244826
FREEDMAN, Claire and CORT, Ben 11

Dinosaurs love underpants

There are many theories about how the dinosaurs became extinct, but this
book makes undoubtedly the funniest suggestion. The truth is that they all
got wiped out in a war, fighting over the most valuable commodity known to
either caveman or dinosaur - pants! The idea is genius itself, uniting two
subjects that are dear to many children, and is embellished by the wacky,
colourful illustrations and hilarious rhyming text. This is a guaranteed hit for
any child who loves dinosaurs or pants! 5+

Simon and Schuster £10.99 ISBN 9781847382092
GAIMAN, Neil and GRIMLY, Gris 12
The dangerous alphabet
b, gy An older picture book that illustrates thirteen discomforting
bl & Tt 'Eﬂi’.g'm;; . 'P;{fﬁéh{f' i linked rhymes that use every letter of the alphabet, but be
f,_?u:H NI e warned they are not always in the right order. The illustrations
fu ¢ AL o ”f) ¢ by Gris Grimly (Gaiman himself) have a spooky Dickensian feel
\- 74 LN 2 and there is plenty of word play and fun on each double page
. e 3 .u_ .¥ | to enjoy. The illustrations also draw their inspiration from fairy
Neil Gaiman 4 * | tales and the subtle ink wash illustrations are full of nasty

i e (Frig Grimly

monsters, trolls, pirates and two very brave children. Great fun
and ever so slightly dangerous, this book will be enjoyed throughout Key Stage 1 and 2. 5+

Bloomsbury £10.99 ISBN 9780747597117




GLIORI, Debi 13
The trouble with dragons TN

Dragons are big trouble, as they keep breeding and spreading all over
the place. Even worse, they use everything up and have no respect for
the other creatures in the world. Remind you of another species? Debi
Gliori tackles the issue of environmental responsibility head-on, aided by
rhyming text and adorable creatures from around the world, who plead
with the dragons to change their ways. An ideal introduction to this most
timely of topics for children of 6+, this could also be read aloud to
younger children.

Bloomsbury £10.99 ISBN 9780747595403
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GRAHAM, Bob 14
How to heal a broken wing

In London a boy sees a bird on the pavement and, though its wing is broken,
everyone walks by. Will and his Mum carry the bird home and with love, time
and lots of hope, the bird flies again over the city. This is a wonderfully
illustrated and simple picture book that uses only single sentences on each
page to tell the story. Graham effectively employs the ‘Spielberg’ device of
using a child’s red coat to highlight him against the grey city. 4+

Walker Books £10.99 ISBN 9781406307160
GRAVETT, Emily 15
The odd egg

Duck has a problem. All the birds have laid eggs except him.
Then Duck finds a big green and white spotty egg that he thinks
is the most beautiful egg in the world. Unfortunately, his adopted
egg doesn’t seem to be hatching, so he waits and waits until
finally, he gets a huge surprise. A simple, humorous tale with
beautiful illustrations and clever use of flaps to unveil the story,
this is a must for all Gravett fans of 3+.

Macmillan £10.99 ISBN 9780230014916

GREY, Mini 16
Traction Man meets Turbodog

Another brilliant adventure featuring Traction Man and his pet Scrubbing
Brush. When Traction Man finds that his parents have replaced his rather
grubby pet with a new Indestructible Purple Plastic battery-operated
Turbodog, his world goes into meltdown. His adventures aren’t the same
without his old pet and, just when he has given up hope of ever finding
Scrubbing Brush, he hears a faint whisper coming from the Dark and
Terrible Underworld of the Bin! Can Traction Man save him before it's too
late? With action-packed illustrations and great humour throughout, this
will be a huge hit both read aloud or alone by readers of 6+.

Jonathan Cape £10.99 ISBN 9780224070485




HOPGOOD, Tim
Here comes Frankie!

Frankie’s life is so quiet, even the clocks in his house are silent. One day, he
decides that he can’t stand being quiet any longer and arrives home from
school with a trumpet. Despite his parents' protests at his new noisy hobby,
he goes ahead and starts to play. From the moment he puts it to his lips,
amazing sounds, sights and smells are emitted, from sweaty feet and hot
dogs to chocolate and burnt toast! His peaceful house is turned into an
assortment of noise. A quirky, wildly imaginative look at senses, music and
colour, with wonderfully bright collage-effect illustrations. 4+

Macmillan £10.99 ISBN 9781405092715

McCONNELL, Sarah 18
Marvin's funny dance

Marvin is different from the other meerkats, and his funky dance routines
make him unpopular in a group that insist on conformity. But his wacky
thinking comes in useful when the meerkats need to rid themselves of
some buzzard bullies. This funny animal story is accompanied by
fantastic illustrations and the irrepressible Marvin is sure to be a hit with
young readers everywhere. 5+

Hodder Children’s £10.99 ISBN 9780340931882

MORPURGO, Michael and CHICHESTER CLARK, Emma 19
Hansel and Gretel

This superb retelling of the famous Grimm fairy tale is rather more sinister
and unsettling than the sugar-and-spice cover might suggest. In this
version, a wicked witch has cast a spell on Hansel and Gretel’s mother and
installed herself in the family home, but otherwise all the familiar elements
of the much-loved story are here — two frightened children abandoned in a
forest, a trail of breadcrumbs, a house made of sugar-coated gingerbread
and a bone posing as a finger to persuade the short-sighted witch that its
owner is not yet fat enough to eat. Emma Chichester Clark’s stunningly
atmospheric illustrations are the perfect match for the former Children’s Laureate’s vivid text in
this longer picture book. An enthralling read for children of 8+.

Walker Books £12.99 ISBN 9781406304176

NAYAR, Nandini and ROY, Proiti 20
What shall | make?

How many different things can you make from a ball of dough? Cats,
mice or snakes? Neeraj's imagination runs wild while helping his mother
make chapattis, and he tries making several different animals from the
dough. Unfortunately each one causes its own problems and Neeraj
realises that feeding his own hunger with a simple chapatti is the best
option. This uncomplicated story should appeal to those who want to
improve the multicultural provision in their library or classroom. It also
highlights the creative potential of cookery and should help to get kids in the mood for cooking!
5+

Frances Lincoln £10.99 ISBN 9781845079789




NEWBERY, Linda and RAYNER, Catherine
Posy

Whiskers wiper, crayon swiper, playful wrangler, knitting tangler -
perfect words to describe a small kitten’s inquisitive antics. The
illustrations are brimming with life and charm in this wonderfully
observant picture book, which is sure to delight cat lovers of all ages.
3+

Orchard Books £10.99 ISBN 9781843629900
PETTY, Kate and BIRKETT, Georgie 22
Ha ha, Baby!

Today Baby is not laughing. Today Baby has a face like thunder. Ma
tries tickling, Pa tries flying Baby through the air, Grandma makes
faces, Grandpa blows bubbles, the dog does tricks and the cat chases
her tail. Baby just stares. Now it's Big Brother’s turn. Will a game of ‘no
laughing’ bring a smile to baby’s face? This fun story, with its playful
language and Georgie Birkett's striking illustrations, has great charm
and would read aloud beautifully to children of 3+.

Boxer Books £11.99 ISBN 9781905417117

PRESCOTT, Simon 23

Small mouse, big city

Country Mouse is going on an exciting journey to the big city, but
when he arrives it's scary and strange. Then City Mouse helps him
out - but is the city really better than his home in the countryside?
This contemporary retelling of Aesop's fable is bursting with
excitingly evocative illustrations of the city that beautifully capture
both the fear and the wonder that Country Mouse feels in this
strange new environment. Perfect for reading aloud across Key
Stage 1, this could also be enjoyed independently by children of 6+.

Little Tiger Press £10.99 ISBN 9781845067595

PRICE, Hope Lynne and COLLIER, Bryan 24
These hands

This superbly illustrated title has many uses within a school. A very
simply written picture book, it highlights different uses for hands, from
touching to creating to sowing seeds for a brighter day. The rhythmic
text would be equally accessible and relevant to Upper Key Stage 2
pupils as to Foundation Stage, with the vibrant, textured, collage
illustrations of a young Afro-Caribbean girl and her family providing
multi-age appeal. 4+




RAYNER, Catherine
Harris finds his feet

Harris is a young hare who’s worried that his feet are too big. But, with a
little help from his granddad, he realises that his big feet can come in
really handy for exploring the world around him — and for running away
from wolves! This inventive picture book makes fantastic use of
perspective and colour to take the reader with Harris on his journey
through a variety of environments towards his ultimate destination:
independence. 5+

Little Tiger Press £10.99 ISBN 9781845065898

RAYNER, Catherine 26
Sylvia and Bird

Sylvia the shimmer-shiny dragon lives high on top of a mountain, all
alone. Luckily she isn’t lonely for long, as she meets Bird, who
becomes her best friend. They start to do everything together but
Sylvia doesn't fit in with Bird’s friends so she decides to go in search
of other dragons. Bird tags along and as they fly higher and higher,
Bird gets tired and falls through the sky. Can Sylvia save her? With
stunning watercolour illustrations and a fulfilling message about
belonging, this is a beautiful book. 5+

Little Tiger Press £10.99 ISBN 9781845068561

ROSEN, Michael and SHARRATT, Nick 27
Dear Mother Goose

Humpty Dumpty has had enough of falling off walls, so he writes to
Mother Goose to see if she can help him find a way out of his
repetitive behaviour. With her good advice, Humpty manages to stay
on the wall at last and Mother Goose becomes agony aunt to a host of
other disgruntled nursery rhyme characters. With its letters-and-flaps
format, colourful illustrations and silly humour, this collaboration from a
favourite author and illustrator is loaded with child appeal. 5+

Walker Books £10.99 ISBN 9781406309546

STEPHENSON, Kristina 28
Sir Charlie Stinky Socks and the really frightful n ight

This involving picture book mixes fable with common sense, turning
tradition on its head, as Sir Charlie searches the castle for the
wicked thief who has stolen the princess's teddy. The reader is
taken on a fearful quest around the haunted corridors with Sir Stinky
and his trusted mare, whilst lively illustrations, word play and artful
flaps all add to the experience. A book to read aloud with
expression, or one that more confident readers will enjoy poring
over themselves. 5+

Egmont £10.99 ISBN 9781405242028




STRATHIE, Chae and BERNATENE, Poly

The tickle tree

Where could you scratch an old crabbysnap under his chin or walk on
a wibblebird made out of jelly? If you close your eyes, you'll see! A
beautiful story with an abundance of inventive characters and lyrical
rhyming text that takes you on a magical journey through your wildest
dreams. The expressive illustrations perfectly complement the fantasy
atmosphere created. 4+

Meadowside £10.99 ISBN 9781845393458

THOMPSON, Colin 30
The big little book of happy sadness

This older picture book tells a heartfelt story of a lonely boy who saves
an unwanted dog from an animal shelter and certain death. Told with
great humour, the text and witty full-page illustrations work in harmony
to produce a wonderfully inventive picture book. Colin Thompson is
able to bring a compassionate tear to the most cynical eye without a
hint of mawkishness. A picture book with wide appeal throughout Key
Stage 2 that could also be shared with younger children. 8+

Random House £9.99 ISBN 9781741662566
WATT, Mélanie 31
Chester

Poor Mélanie Watt, all she wants to do is write a nice story about a
mouse. However, her mischievous cat Chester has other ideas,
namely that the only good story is a story about him. This uproariously
funny book unfolds as Chester, courtesy of his red marker pen,
repeatedly interferes with Mélanie’s story. But it's Mélanie who has the
last laugh. Inventive and hilarious, the only drawback of this book is
that it cannot really be read aloud, but cat-lovers in particular will find
much to love here. 6+

HarperCollins £5.99 ISBN 9780007270187

WILLIS, Jeanne and ROSS, Tony 32
Mammoth pie

Tells the story of Og and his fellow cavemen Gog, Ug and Bog, who work
together to catch a mammoth for meat to supplement their poor diet of
seeds and grass. Their neighbourly endeavours are undone by the
mammoths who also work together to scare them away. The advantages
of teamwork have an obvious curriculum use in this comical, rhyming and
delightfully illustrated picture book. 5+

Anderson Press £10.99 ISBN 9781842706596
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Other Picture Book recommendations

These are titles that we haven’t reviewed on our we bsite but are well worth a
read:

ADKINS, Laura and HEARN, Sam

Ordinary Oscar

Oscar the snail is desperate to be famous...but discovers it's what you do in life that
counts...colourful and witty.

Scholastic £10.99 ISBN 9781407104676

ALLEN, Jonathan

The little rabbit who like to say moo

All the farm animals get together and try out each other's noises. The cow says "baa" and the
pig says "hee-haw". But which noises are their favourites?

Boxer Books £11.99 ISBN 9781905417797

ANDREAE, Giles and McEWEN, Katharine

Nat fantastic

Nat's having a story read to him, but every time his mum leaves the room he becomes Nat
Fantastic!

Orchard Books £10.99 ISBN 9781841214887

ARMITAGE, Ronda and ROBINS, Arthur

Small Knight and George and the royal chocolate cak e

Who's stolen the royal chocolate cake? And who's brave enough to find out? Another fun
adventure of Small Knight and his best friend George the dragon.

Orchard Books £10.99 ISBN 9781846169120

CHILD, Lauren

Look after your planet

Learn about the importance of recycling with Charlie and Lola.

Puffin £7.99 ISBN 9780141384368

CONWAY, David and WILLIAMSON, Melanie

The great nursery rhyme disaster

Miss Muffett is bored with her own nursery rhyme so she goes off into the nursery rhyme book
to try to find a better one. But after she has broken her crown, been pushed down a well,
marched to the top of a hill and got all the nursery rhyme characters mixed up, she thinks being
chased by a spider might not be so bad after all.

Hodder £10.99 ISBN 9780340945070

COTTRINGER, Anne and SMITH, Alex T.

Eliot Jones, midnight superhero

Quiet Eliot Jones leads a secret double life - by night he is a mighty superhero! When he finds
out a meteor is going to hit the Earth Eliot faces his biggest challenge yet.

Scholastic £10.99 ISBN 9781407103952
DOCHERTY, Thomas

Little boat

Describes a little boat's trip around the world's oceans.

Templar Publishing £10.99 ISBN 9781840118261
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FEARNLEY, Jan

Martha in the middle

The frustration of being the ignored middle child is brought to life and mollified in this very cute
story of a very small mouse.

Walker Books £10.99 ISBN 9781844280254

GARSON, Sarah
Daydream Dan
Jungles...pirates...mermaids...kingdoms...daydreams or reality?

Andersen Press £10.99 ISBN 9781842707210
GRAVETT, Emily

Dogs

Read about loads of different dogs - which is your favourite?

Macmillan £10.99 ISBN 9780230704220

HARRISON, Joanna

Grizzly dad

When dad wakes up in a bad bear mood something has to change...lively and funny, showing
rampaging moods and how to turn them around.

David Fickling £10.99 ISBN 9781840118261
HURD, Thacher

Bad frogs

Bad frogs have fun! Do you think they could ever be good?

Walker Books £10.99 ISBN 9781406317046

JARMAN, Julia and WATERS, Erica-Jane

Kisses are yuk

Jack is a boy who hates being kissed - all the kisses he gets from his family are horrible! Well,
almost all of them...

Hodder £10.99 ISBN 9780340944813

McBRATNEY, Sam and JERAM, Anita

Guess how much | love you all year round

Guess how much | love you, through every season of the year.

Walker Books £10.99 ISBN 9781406316049

MAHY, Margaret and DUNBAR, Polly

Bubble trouble

A baby in a bubble starts an alliterative journey, as he floats above all manner of people
desperate to rescue him from his fate. Fun for all.

Frances Lincoln £10.99 ISBN 9781845077587

MELLING, David

The star-faced crocodile

A star-faced crocodile finds out what it's like to have friends.

Hodder £10.99 ISBN 9780340930465

RITCHIE, Alison and HAAS, Cornelia

It's time to sleep, you crazy sheep!

Phoebe is trying to get to sleep by counting sheep. Unfortunately her sheep are a crazy flock -
they ride motorbikes, go ice-skating and even ballet dance. This does make them rather hard to
count!

Little Tiger Press £10.99 ISBN 9781845066291
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ROSS, Tony

My first nursery stories

A collection of classic nursery stories including Three Little Pigs and Goldilocks.

Andersen Press £12.99 ISBN 9781842707906

SMALLMAN, Steve and DREIDEMY, Joelle

Smelly Peter the great pea eater

Peter LOVES peas! But one day he eats too many he turns green and smelly, but his friends
don't like the new Peter. But a spaceship full of little green men think he's perfect...

Little Tiger Press £10.99 ISBN 9781845066253

WHATLEY, Bruce

Clinton Gregory’s secret

Clinton Gregory has lots of secrets, like when he wrestled a dragon on Monday and rocketed to
the moon and back on Sunday. But when is he doing all these secret things?

Harry N. Abrams, Inc. £7.99 ISBN 9780810993648
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Foundation Stage/Key Stage 1

ATINUKE and TOBIA, Lauren 33
Hooray for Anna Hibiscus

This is the second collection of stories about Anna Hibiscus, a lively little girl
who lives in West Africa. In each of the four stories, a member of her family
steps in to provide support at just the right moment. Whether it's her baby
brothers encouraging her to sing in front of a crowded stadium, Grandfather
making sure the noisy generator stays broken so that Anna and the family can
enjoy Grandmother’s stories, or Grandmother herself untangling Anna’s wild,
knotted hair, and understanding why Anna has given away her prettiest dress,
flip-flops and ribbons to the beggar children scavenging on the rubbish dump,
each encounter assures Anna of the love of her large extended family. Lauren
Tobia’s illustrations perfectly capture the warmth and humour of these delightful stories. 6+

Walker Books £3.99 ISBN 9781406314953

BASS, Guy and COLLINS, Ross 34
Gormy Ruckles: monster mischief

Gormy Ruckles is blue and hairy but most of all he's scary. It's Rock Throwing
Day and Gormy is determined to show his dad Grumbor that he’s the best, as
the measure of a truly monstrous monster is the ability to throw a really big rock!
Things are going well until Gormy tries to throw the Unthrowable Rock and
unearths a creature who starts to cause havoc in his house, getting him into lots
of trouble. With lots of monster capers and amusing escapades, this will thrill
newly independent readers, particularly boys. 6+

Scholastic £3.99 ISBN 9781407104607

COOKE, Trish and SMITH, Emma Shaw 35
No dinner for Anansi

Anansi, the greedy spider from African mythology, likes to go to his friends'
houses for dinner and eat all their food. One day Turtle comes to Anansi's for
dinner, but Anansi plays a trick on him to keep the dinner all to himself.
However, Turtle gets his revenge the next day. This simple tale of the folly of
greed is beautifully illustrated and provides solid support for the Literacy
Framework. 5+

Franklin Watts £8.99 ISBN 9780749679989

DOLAN, Penny and ZLATIC, Tomislav 36
Mr Babbit's rabbit

Mr Babbit’s rabbit doesn’t think much of her small hutch so she runs away —
with Mr Babbit in hot pursuit. But what the rabbit meets as she runs soon has
her heading back to Mr Babbit. One in the useful Reading Corner series with
just a few words on each page, the amusing, rhyming text and colourful
illustrations make an appealing story for young children just beginning to read.
Would also read well loud. 3+

Franklin Watts £3.99 ISBN 9780749676964
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GOWAR, Mick and REMPHRY, Martin 37
Sir Otto

Sir Otto is the bravest and best knight in the land. But, when he gets stuck in
the rain, he faces a bigger problem than fire-breathing dragons or damsels in
distress - rusty armour! This simplistic story boasts effective rhyming text and
charming illustrations, and would be ideal for boys gaining confidence in their
reading. 6+

Franklin Watts £8.99 ISBN 9780749679422

GRAY, Kes and PARSONS, Garry and SHARRATT, Nick 38
Daisy and the trouble with zoos

Daisy is so excited at the prospect of her seventh birthday, particularly as she
iS going on a trip to the zoo with her friends to celebrate. She learns all sorts
of things about the various animals, and is interested by the plaques on the
walls with the names of people who have adopted an animal. As a special
birthday treat, she has the pleasure of feeding the penguins. But the day all
goes wrong when Daisy doesn’t understand the ‘adopt an animal’ rules and
decides to adopt a penguin for herself by putting it in her coat and taking it
home! Daisy is such a great, funny character and the amusing illustrations
are a brilliant addition to this entertaining story. 6+

Red Fox £4.99 ISBN 9781862304932

MONGREDIEN, Sue and BEECH, Mark 39
Sticky gum fun

Prince Jake is always in trouble. This time, he left some super sticky chewing
gum on the King’s throne. Although he does get told off for this, it gives him
an idea for when the awful royal family of Pratzia come to visit. Prince Rupert
has a reputation for being big-headed and his parents King Oliver and
Queen Mille have a rather sexist attitude towards his sister Petunia. So Jake
decides to use the sticky gum as a prank on Prince Rupert. Part of a series,
this is an entertaining read, with great black and white line drawings. Perfect
for fans of Horrid Henry. 6+

Orchard Books £3.99 ISBN 9781846166181

NASH, Margaret and ROBERT, Bruno 40
Giraffe’s good game

Giraffe is having trouble playing with his friends because his long legs get in
the way and he ends up falling over all the time. He even struggles to play
hide and seek as he’s so easy to find. But soon he discovers that his long
neck can come in handy, particularly when his friends get stuck up a tree.
This is a lovely rhyming story, with a gentle message about differences and
fitting in. The colourful, expressive illustrations complement the story well. 5+

Franklin Watts £3.99 ISBN 9780749679569
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POWELL, Jillian and LEPLAR, Anna C. 41
The lonely pirate

Part of the colourful Leapfrog Rhyme Time series, this simple but amusing
rhyming story tells of a pirate’s desperate search for friendship. With its
large, clear typeface and appealing subject matter, this would make an
excellent first reader at Key Stage 1, while also being useful for special
needs across Key Stage 2. The comical illustrations add to the fun. 5+

Franklin Watts £3.99 ISBN 9780749677930

PUNTER, Russell and DREIDEMY, Joelle 42
The old woman who lived in a shoe

This charming retelling of the classic nursery rhyme retains the rhyming text
and incorporates children from a variety of cultures. The simplistic illustrations
by Joelle Dreidemy also work very effectively to support the flow of the story. A
set of puzzles at the end of the book adds an interactive element that deepens
the children's learning and makes this a splendid example of the Usborne

First Reading series. 4+

Usborne £4.99 ISBN 9780746096550

RODGERS, Frank 43
Mr Croc rocks

Mr Croc loves watching his favourite TV show, "Croc Star". He really wants
to appear on it, but he can't sing and he can't dance. He has another talent,
which results in him getting the chance to perform on the show. But is the
life of a Croc Star really for him? A relevant modern theme helps to bring
this tale of finding your talent to life, with some repetitive text and speech
bubbles used to aid new readers. This should strike a chord with any
budding performers among your pupils! 6+

A & C Black £4.99 ISBN 9780713684223

RYAN, Margaret and PANKHURST, Kate 44
The curse of Captain Cross-eyed

Jonny has just got a job doing a paper round delivering on the notorious Weird
Street. But surely it can’t be that bad, can it? On his first day, he comes face to
face with a cross-eyed pirate at number 13, who shares a house with a crazy
dancing parrot and a one-eared cat. When he arrives at school, he tells
everyone his story but nobody believes him. Even his parents don’t believe
him. How can he get them all to realise he’s telling the truth? Part of the Weird
Street series, this is a fun read, with some interesting characters and amusing
illustrations. 6+

A & C Black £4.99 ISBN 9781408104392
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STOWELL, Louie and FOURNIER, Laura 45
The Baobab tree

A traditional cautionary tale from South Africa about the importance of not
complaining. The tale explains why the curious Baobab tree looks like it has
its roots in the air and why the gods decided to turn it upside down. It is told
beautifully even with the simplest of language. The text is perfectly
supported by attractive colour illustrations that give a real sense of African
mythology. This title is part of a series that is excellent value in sturdy
hardback. 6+

Usborne £4.99 ISBN 9780746096789

STOWELL, Louie and MUSZYNSKI, Eva 46
Brer Rabbit and the blackberry bush

When Brer Rabbit is caught in Brer Fox’s trap, he realises he has no means
of escape but his wits. He convinces Brer Fox that he wouldn’t mind being
eaten but would hate to be thrown into the blackberry bush. Brer Fox can't
resist making his old adversary miserable and hurls him into the prickly bush.
So Brer Rabbit outfoxes the fox and lives to torment him another day. With
just a few words on each page, and attractive, colourful illustrations by Eva
Muszynski, this simple version of the traditional trickster tale has plenty of
appeal for young children. 4+

Usborne £4.99 ISBN 9780746096703

Other Foundation Stage/Key Stage 1 recommendations

These are titles that we haven’t reviewed on our we bsite but are well worth a
read:

ANDERSEN, Hans Christian and DAVIDSON, Susanna

Thumbelina
Enjoy the amazing adventures of a girl as small as your thumb.
Usborne £4.99 ISBN 9780746096710

BUTTERWORTH, Annette and BUTTERWORTH, Nick

Jake the good bad dog

Jake the dog's act of bravery brings his all-time dream to reality - appearing at Crufts. A fun
story with great illustrations.

Happy Cat Books £4.99 ISBN 9781905117680

COTTRILL, Peter and WALTER, Anne

Rumpelstiltskin

A tale of greed and trickery, but does goodness win out in the end?

Franklin Watts £3.99 ISBN 9780749679088

DICKINS, Rosie and ROJO, Sara

The genie in the bottle

How do you stop a big bad genie from eating you? Read this and see!

Usborne £4.99 ISBN 9780746096482
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EWART, Franzeska G. and TOBIA, Lauren

A heart for Ruby

Ruby loves ballet dancing but all the others in her class seem to be better than her. If she
practises enough, will she be good enough for the Valentine’s Day Show?

Walker Books £3.99 ISBN 9781406309102

FRITH, Alex and SANFILIPO, Simona

King Midas and the gold

Retelling of the classic Greek myth.

Usborne £4.99 ISBN 9780746096871

GOODHART, Pippa and HOWARD, Paul

Toffee and Pie

John and his traveller family have moved again and just as John starts to make friends, they're
off. A story for horse lovers.

Walker Books £3.99 ISBN 9781406311365

HAY, Samantha and INNS, Chris

Purr-fect Pete

The Flying Fur Balls need to recruit a new cat to their acro-cat team. Circus fun with a twist to
the tale.

Kingfisher £4.99 ISBN 9780753416471

IMPEY, Rose and REED, Nathan

Pirate Patch and the great sea chase

Pirate cousins Patch and Poppy take to the seas but will they ever stop arguing?

Orchard Books £8.99 ISBN 9781843629795

LENNON, Joan and ANDERSON, Scoular

The ferret princess

A princess and her pet ferrets thwart two wicked princes who want to take over her kingdom.
Catnip Publishing £4.99 ISBN 9781846470646

RAYNER, Shoo

How the rhinoceros got his skin

A modern re-telling of the classic by Rudyard Kipling, recounting how the rhino got lumpy skin.
Orchard Books £3.99 ISBN 9781846164101

RICHEMONT, Enid and HOWARTH, Daniel

Billy and the wizard

Billy has had enough of the bullying Wizard so decides to give him a taste of his own medicine!
Franklin Watts £3.99 ISBN 9780749679859

ROSE, Marion and HOWARTH, Daniel

Hippo isn't happy

Hippo is being bugged by a pesky fly - what can he do! A fun simple story.

Franklin Watts £8.99 ISBN 9780749678845

WALTER, Anne and KAVANAGH, Peter

Rapunzel

An old witch keeps Rapunzel locked in a tall tower and the only way in is to climb up Rapunzel's
hair.

Franklin Watts £3.99 ISBN 9780749679064
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Lower Key Stage 2

BEARN, Emily 47
Tumtum and Nutmeg

This endearing story has all the feel and appeal of a traditional children's
story, with echoes of The Borrowers in its cosy yet adventurous style.
Tumtum and Nutmeg are two mice, living in Nutmouse Hall, within a broom
cupboard behind the big Welsh dresser in Rose Cottage. The two mice
have no little ones to look after, but instead nurture the two children living
in the cottage, whose well-meaning but rather hapless, eccentric inventor
father neglects their basic care. The children think that they are fairies, and all is well - until the
visit of foreboding Aunt Ivy, who spots the mice and is determined to exterminate them... 7+

Egmont £5.99 ISBN 9781405233866

BONE, lan 48
Philomena Wonderpen is a teeny weeny doll

Philomena has a secret pen that transforms the pictures she draws into real
life. So when the local toy shop, Toy Universe, announces there is a silver
ticket hidden behind one of the toys in the shop and the prize for finding it is a
mountain of toys, Philomena takes her pen along, and her little brother, to start
the search. Unfortunately, things don'’t go to plan and they both shrink to the
size of dolls. Can Philomena’s rocket shoes come to the rescue? A fun story
with a fantasy feel, complemented by great line drawings and some creative
use of fonts. 7+

Happy Cat £4.99 ISBN 9781905117765

BROAD, Michael 49
Pongdollop and the school stink

Urk is a young monster who has no enthusiasm for scaring the living daylights
out of humans and has instead secretly befriended Will, his allotted ‘fleshblob’.
Together they take on the evil and foul-smelling Pongdollop, who, with the help
of his eight pus-sacks, has plans for world domination - starting with Will’'s
school. The plot is little more than an excuse for a snot- and slime-fest in this
first title in the Monsterbook series, which will no doubt ensure its popularity
with young readers who delight in all things yucky. 8+

Puffin £4.99 ISBN 9780141324531

CHESHIRE, Simon 50
The pirate’s blood and other case files

Saxby Smart, schoolboy private detective extraordinaire, has three mysteries to
tackle. His first case centres around a museum, where he discovers the
handprint of a pirate’s ghost inside a glass display cabinet. Secondly, he has to
deal with an unpleasant case of family rivalry, resulting in arson and thirdly,
whilst on a school trip to Paris, he has to solve the rather strange mystery of the
missing camera memory card. Each story gives the reader clues along the way,
with newspaper reports and notebook entries to help with discovering who has
committed each crime. A great, fun introduction to the style of detective novels.
8+

Piccadilly Press £5.99 ISBN 9781853409936
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CLARKE, Jane 51
Eye, eye, Captain!

Captain Cutlass the pirate captain gets into all sorts of scrapes because of his
unwillingness to admit he needs glasses. His long suffering crew help him out
by all wearing glasses and he has to admit that pirates do need to wear
glasses. This is a very amusing, colourful and subtle reminder to boys in
particularly that they will never discover the treasure if they refuse to wear their
glasses. 8+

A&C Black £4.99 ISBN 9780713684179

COX, Michael 52
Johnny Catbiscuit and the Abominable Snotmen!

Who can save the people of Londonland from the rampaging Snotmen and
their toxic snot? Why Johnny Catbiscuit can, with the help of his trusty cat
Felix! As smart as they are super-strong, Johnny and Felix will need all their
wits about them to stop the horde of Snotmen from eating all the children and
their pets. This slice of inspired silliness is the second in the Johnny
Catbiscuit series, and the gross humour and wacky take on the real world
should ensure a wide fanbase, especially amongst boys. 7+

Egmont £4.99 ISBN 9781405237376

GLIORI, Debi 53
Witch baby and me

Magic and humour make a winning combination and this first title in a new
series has plenty of both. The wicked Sisters of Hiss want a witch baby of
their own, so bestow magic powers on a baby girl in a maternity ward. As little
Daisy grows up, only nine-year-old sister Lily can see that she is no ordinary
toddler and she herself gets the blame for the havoc wrought by the Witch
Baby and the flatulent Waywoof, her invisible canine familiar. Meanwhile the
wicked Sisters of Hiss are closing in to claim their protégé. The author’'s own
delightfully characterful illustrations enhance the slapstick and toilet humour in
what promises to be a successful series for young readers of 8+.

Corgi £4.99 ISBN 9780552556767

JENKINSON, Ceci 54
The Mum Shop

Oli's really annoyed because his mum won't let him watch Real Blood Bath
Murders, so he says he wants to swap her. Unfortunately he actually can do
this at the Mum Shop, but the two replacement Mums he gets aren't really what
he's after. One of them was in the Ping Yong police force in Outer Mongolia,
and the other is an embittered supply teacher who drives a tank and is plotting
to reintroduce the cane and outlaw junk food and TV. Together with his best
friend Skipjack, Oli desperately tries to stop this evil scheme. This is a
thoroughly amusing story that shows kids that they should be careful what they
wish for. Oli and Skipjack are a very likeable pair who are sure to delight readers in further
books in the Tales of Trouble series. 8+

Faber £4.99 ISBN 9780571239504
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LAYTON, Neal 55
Mammoth Academy on holiday

Picture book stars Oscar and Arabella go with their fellow pupils at the
Mammoth Academy on an exciting school trip to a nature reserve. But when
they arrive they find the place deserted with a polluted river. It soon becomes
clear that humans are to blame, and the animals must do their best to repair the
damage that has been done. This is the third title in the Mammoth Academy
series, and it tackles the themes of pollution and environmental responsibility
well, while still retaining the endearing characters and humour of the other
books. 7+

Hodder £4.99 ISBN 9780340930311

MacDONALD, Alan 56
Custardly Wart, pirate (third class)

Custardly Wart and the other orphans at Dankmarsh School lead a miserable
existence under Miss Scrubshaw’s harsh regime. So when they are kidnapped
by their new teacher, Captain Cuttlefish, and taken to work on his pirate ship,
their lives take a turn for the better. The Captain and his mate have tricked
Miss Scrubshaw out of her father’s treasure map and, not being well-endowed
with brains, need the children’s help to track down the treasure. Hilarious
swashbuckling fun with lots of childish jokes that will be relished by young
readers of 8+.

Bloomsbury £4.99 ISBN 9780747594673

MAHY, Margaret 57
Portable ghosts

This combination of mystery, ghost and detective story by a long-established
author presses all the right buttons. Ditta and Max solve a nineteenth-century
nautical mystery after Ditta is contacted by a ghost through her computer. The
two friends’ sparky conversations and solid detective work are delightfully
observed. This is a faultlessly written, slightly spooky and amusing story in which
the prize-winning author has created a uniquely child-centred world — one that
permits children to unravel a mystery without the interference of adults. 8+

Faber £5.99 ISBN 9780571234820

MATT and DAVE 58
Yuck’s abominable burp blaster and Yuck’s remote co ntrol revenge

For an alternative to Horrid Henry , look no further than a boy so disgusting
they call him Yuck. In the first of these politically incorrect adventures, Yuck
and his pals Fartin Martin and Tom Bum set in motion a surreal series of
events with their invention of the burp blaster - much to the chagrin of arch
antagonist Polly Princess. In the second adventure, Polly Princess is again the
object of the boys’ fun as they buy a remote control device that can control
every machine. Well supported by suitably waggish illustrations and the Yuck
website www.yuckweb.com, there is plenty here to incur adults’ disapproval,
making it a sure fire hit with children. 8+

Simon and Schuster £3.99 ISBN 9781847382849
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MELLING, David 59
Tree goblins

Butterfingers and Mildew, two tree goblins, are always falling out of
Rumblebark, their tree. But this time is serious, as their three egglets
accidentally get dropped and are whisked away by a passing owl. Luckily, the
owl gets freaked out as the babies start to emerge and leaves them behind.
Unfortunately, there’s a snootle-pig about whose favourite dinner happens to be
tree goblin egglets! This is a great adventure story, with crazy characters and a
pacy plot. The introduction at the beginning really adds to the story, as it draws
the reader straight into the lifestyle and characteristics of tree goblins. 7+

Hodder £3.99 ISBN 9780340930496
MICHAEL, Livi 60
Sky wolves

This is a fantasy animal story containing the most wonderfully drawn canine
characters. The juxtaposition of human domestic existence and life in a dogs’
home is hilarious and inspired. Jenny the Jack Russell leads her fellow
runaways on an extraordinary journey to save the world from an icy future. The
dogs’ quest to save the world from evil forces grips and amuses from the very
first page. Drawing on both Norse and Greek mythology and exploring the big
questions of destiny, free will, courage, love and even the very morality of
human-dog relationships, this is a fantasy adventure that delves far deeper and
wider then the usual tales of anthropomorphic animals performing plucky deeds for their human
owners. Ideal for dog lovers of 8+.

Puffin £5.99 ISBN 9780141319247

NEWBERY, Linda 61
Cat tales: the cat with two names

Having two owners means plenty of food for a greedy cat. But, with two owners,
a cat has two names and two homes, which brings twice the responsibilities.
One in a series for young cat lovers, this well-written story has good sized text
and simple language, which are well-supported by attractive black-and-white
illustrations. 7+

Usborne £3.99 ISBN 9780746096147
ORR, Wendy 62
Nim’s island

Nim lives on an idyllic island, with her dad Jack, Selkie the sea lion, Chica the
turtle and an iguana called Fred. Her dad goes out sailing to collect plankton
for one of his science projects, and leaves Nim to fend for herself for a few
days. She starts to email Alex Rover, a famous adventure story writer and
they compare notes on their lifestyles, although Alex thinks Nim is using her
imagination and really lives an urban life like hers. As a devastating storm
heads towards Nim’s island, will her home be destroyed or will Alex save the
day? With a strong female character and an exciting plot, girls of 8+ will be
swept away into Nim’s world.

Puffin £4.99 ISBN 9780141324081
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PENNYPACKER, Sara 63
Clementine

Clementine always seems to be in trouble and she really doesn’t know why.
She tries to be helpful and can’t understand why her friend Margaret is upset
when she accidentally cuts off all her hair, then ends up colouring it in with
marker pen! Her bedroom is fondly known as the Black Hole by her parents
and, at school, she has a habit of ending up in the principal’s office. With an
endearing main character and lots of crazy hairbrain schemes, this amusing
story is ideal for fans of Judy Moody and Horrid Henry . 7+

Hodder £6.99 ISBN 9780340956960

RAI, Bali 64

Soccer squad: starting eleven

Dal, Chris, Abs and Jason are desperate to be picked for the under-elevens
football team, the Rushton Reds. There is strong competition and the pressure
is on. When they make it through to the second round of trials, they have to
avoid Adam, who seems to be out to get them. As some of the chosen team
become injured, there is a surprise in store for the rest of the lads, as the subs
are brought in from the local girls’ team. With pacy descriptions of the game,
this new series from the popular Leicester author will be a hit with football
fanatics. 7+

Red Fox £4.99 ISBN 9781862306547

SIMMONS, Jane 65
Beryl goes wild

Beryl, a young battery-farmed pig, escapes from the truck delivering her to
the abbatoir and is taken in by her wild relatives. The community of wild pigs
is divided over whether to accept the conspicuously pink stranger or not, so
she and a group of the more broad minded pigs set out on a quest to find a
new home. On their journey they face many dangers - and some sadness -
but Beryl finds out at last what it means to really belong. Friendship, courage,
freedom, belonging, and man’s disregard for the natural world are some of
the themes explored in this favourite picture book artist’s first novel for
children. With its echoes of Watership Down this is a thoughtful read for newly confident
readers of 8+.

Orchard Books £4.99 ISBN 9781408300633

SKELTON, Mark 66
The monkey pirates

Imaginative Emily Jane goes on a bizarre adventure with a band of twelve
monkey pirates to find her long-lost uncle. Travelling through space and time in
a wardrobe (which, unfortunately is not bigger on the inside than it is on the
outside), the monkey pirates go on a madcap quest to find bananas, bananas
and more bananas. This delightfully absurd tale pokes gentle fun at some of
our everyday sayings and has an amusing repertoire of nonsense language
including “fuggle-bung” and “bibbly shuck”. The first in a new series, it should
appeal to fans of Andy Stanton’s Mr Gum and anyone who likes saying
“Aaaarr!” like a pirate! 8+

Egmont £4.99 ISBN 9781405243933
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Spooky stories: three stories in one 67

This very attractive and colourful volume features reprints of three popular
stories from the Banana Books series, all with a spooky theme. Featured
authors include Penelope Lively, Mary Hoffman and Gillian Cross, writing
respectively on vampires, devils and monsters. All tales are very tongue-in-
cheek, with the child protagonists coming out on top, and are bound to appeal
to the majority of children. Quality paper and illustrations make this a very
good value purchase. 7+

Egmont £5.99 ISBN 9781405242301

STANTON, Andy 68
Mr Gum and the power crystals

Mr Gum and Polly return in the fourth of this series of exceptionally silly
adventures. This time the pressure is on Polly to stop Mr Gum getting hold of
two power crystals that will allow him to destroy Lamonic Bibber. This book is
bursting with hilarious randomness, from the heroine who shouts “OH,
MARZIPAN!” to Crazy Barry Fungus, who lives in a birdcage thinking he’s a
chaffinch, and a whole lot more. The author also uses plenty of made-up
words, but not to the extent that the reader is ever confused instead of
amused. 8+

Egmont £4.99 ISBN 9781405228176

TULLOCH, Richard and DENTON, Terry 69
Twisted tales

Many fairy tales don't really make much sense if you look at them too closely,
so here at last is the truth about some of them. Discover the real story of
Cinderella from the point of view of Lennie the lizard, the impressive (but not
so magical) properties of the cow from Jack and the Beanstalk and the
shocking truth about Sleeping Beauty (she was an insomniac). Best of all is
the revelation that Hansel and Gretel were fast food-addicted compulsive
liars! These delightfully silly retellings are short and snappy at no more than
thirty pages each, and also include moral warnings about the dangers of
lying, cheating, stealing and eating fast food. 8+

Random House £5.99 ISBN 9781741662740

Other Lower Key Stage 2 recommendations

These are titles that we haven’t reviewed on our we bsite but are well worth a
read:

ADENEY, Anne

Ben and the bear

Living in a forest Ben has to catch fish for his dinner.

Franklin Watts £3.99 ISBN 9780749679712

ANDREAE, Giles

Billy Bonkers 2

Three more wacky stories starring the one and only Billy Bonkers!

Orchard Books £5.99 ISBN 9781408303573
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ASQUITH, Ros

Fibby Libby: An alien ate my head

A girl invents a creative writing story based on a wedding.

Happy Cat Books £3.99 ISBN 9781905117642

BARRY, Dave and PEARSON, Ridley

The cave of the dark wind

An exciting fantasy about Peter Pan's friends, the Lost Boys, and the adventures they have on
the island while he's not there. Can they escape from Captain Hook without Peter to help them?
Walker Books £4.99 ISBN 9781406307313

BRADMAN, Tony

Tom and the siege

Medieval mischief is afoot as Tom tries to avoid being sent to a tough school for boys with bad
behaviour.

Usborne £4.99 ISBN 9780746081211

COPE, Andy

Spy dog: superbrain

Lara stops a gang of teachers from using children's brains for a secret formula to make their
school the very best.

Puffin £4.99 ISBN 9780141322445

FRIEL, Maeve

Tiger Lily: A heroine with a mission!

Tiger Lily has to save not only her mischievous three-legged greyhound from being sent away
but also her neighbours wild boar who keeps causing chaos in the village. Crazy capers and
lots of fun.

Stripes Publishing £4.99 ISBN 9781847150400

HARVEY, Damien

The tin man

Follow the fear and adventure of Crank and friends, as they try to escape the ultimate fate of old
robots - the recycling centre. Lots of cool illustrations show you exactly what they are trying to
avoid.

Hodder £4.99 ISBN 9780340944844

LISLE, Rebecca

The gnome with the knobbly knees

Joe, Laurie and Theo and their wonderful dog Clinky Monkey have another mystery to solve.
Andersen Press £4.99 ISBN 9781842708897

SMALL, Charlie

Charlie in the underworld

Charlie journeys deep underground, encountering many dangerous creatures such as Spidions
and Troglodites. Read this diary and be amazed!

David Fickling £4.99 ISBN 9780385613736

WALLACE, Karen

Chief Thunderstruck and the big bad bear

Chief Thunderstruck and Ma Moosejaw end up stranded in the Arctic when they go hunting for a
polar bear. It's up to Spike and Whiff Erik to rescue them and bring them home to Goose Pimple
Bay.

A & C Black £4.99 ISBN 9780713679915
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Upper Key Stage 2

ALMOND, David and MCKEAN, Dave 70
The savage

Drawing on many of David Almond'’s previous themes of grief, solace and
hope, this is an extraordinary amalgam of first class storytelling and intuitive
art. Told partly as a novel and partly as a graphic novel, the story is about
Blue, who uses the cathartic potential of writing to help him cope with
bereavement and being bullied at school. The graphic part of the novel is
told in Blue’s unique voice and is about a wild kid who lives on a diet of
berries and human flesh. It is in this part of the novel that the artist Dave
McKean uses the limited colours of green, blue and black to bring the
graphic images of the Savage to life. Very easy to read, the book succeeds
in being both exciting and very wise and is highly recommended. 10+

Walker Books £7.99 ISBN 9781406308150
ASHLEY, Bernard 71
Angel boy

Part of an excellent series that explores different cultures and places, this title
centres on a young African boy whose life is suddenly thrown into upheaval.
Leonard lives a fairly sheltered existence, looked after by his Nana while his
father works away, but the school holidays create boredom. On an illicit day trip
to a distant town, his adventure becomes a fight for freedom when he is
kidnapped by a gang of street kids, who have plans to force the angelic-looking
Leonard to beg for them. This depiction of one form of modern day slavery is
juxtaposed against the backdrop of an old slave fort, visited by tourists intent
on discovering their ancestry whilst possibly ignoring the more modern horrors happening
around them. 10+

Frances Lincoln £8.99 ISBN 9781845078140
BRYERS, Paul 72
Kobal

Jade lives a boring life in London, wishing she was different. However, when
she starts hearing voices and finds that she can read people’s thoughts, her
life changes forever. Dragged into a surreal world of genetic experimentation
and religious mystery, Jade must decide who she can trust. This deliciously
enigmatic genre-splicing tale focuses on the central characters of Jade and
Dr Kobal, the man who might be her father. The reader is left in little doubt of
Kobal's charms but his motivations are much more circumspect — is he a
visionary saviour of humanity or an emissary of the devil? And what is the
agenda of the seemingly immortal monk, Benedict? This series, entitled The
Mysteries of the Septagram , is definitely one to watch! 10+

Hodder £5.99 ISBN 9780340930755
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CLAYTON, Emma 73
The roar

This wonderfully fast-paced story takes place in the not-too-distant future,
when, following a plague that has driven all the animals violently mad, the
world's population has retreated behind a huge wall with a vast gulf between
rich and poor. Twelve-year-old Mika is determined to find his twin sister, who
has been kidnapped by the government. As they both discover that they have
special powers, they also uncover a shocking secret that will change their
world forever. While this is a fun read, with children competing against one
another in super-fast spacecratft, it also carries strong environmental and anti-
propaganda messages and highlights the devious ways in which those in
power can manipulate the rest of society and compromise their own
humanity. Be warned: the ending leaves many loose ends, so it must be hoped that a sequel is
on the way! 10+

Chicken House £6.99 ISBN 9781905294633

CREECH, Sharon 74
Hate that cat

In this delightful follow up to Love that dog , Jack is still writing poems but this
time they’re about the fat black cat that attacked him. As his teacher Miss
Stretchberry explores the different types of poetic devices, such as alliteration
and similes, Jack promptly writes a cracking poem using the technique. He
realises that he doesn’t hate all cats in general when his parents buy him a
kitten that he becomes smitten with and names Skitter McKitter. His poems are
not only beautiful but emotive, as he starts to talk about his relationship with his
deaf mother and they are both humorous and inspiring. This is a fantastic
introduction to poetry and poets such as T. S. Eliot and Edgar Allan Poe for

readers of 9+.
Bloomsbury £9.99 ISBN 9780747595298

DICAMILLO, Kate and SMITH, Matt and TILTON, David 75
The tale of Despereaux

This popular modern fairy tale of the musketeer mouse is successfully given
the graphic novel treatment by artists Matt Smith and David Hilton. Based on
the forthcoming film cartoon version, their artwork beautifully captures the
character of Despereaux as he bravely faces danger to win the heart of the
princess and become a hero. 9+

Candlewick Press £5.99 ISBN 978073640750

27



FORSYTH, Kate 76
The gypsy crown

Two gypsy children, one of whom has ‘the seeing eye’, on the run with a dog,
a horse, a dancing bear and a monkey; a lost charm bracelet with special
powers; a family who must be rescued from prison or they will be hanged;
and enemies and spies all around. These are the basic ingredients for a rip-
roaring adventure set in the 17th century, when fun and merriment were
considered sinful and gypsies were persecuted. Whilst it may not win any
prizes for literary style, this is a wonderfully exciting and involving read for
children of 10+.

Scholastic £7.99 ISBN 9781407102399
GLEITZMAN, Morris 77
Then

In this second book in the trilogy, ten-year-old Felix has survived running
away from the orphanage in the previous book, Once, and is still on the run
from the Nazis with his six-year-old sidekick, Zelda. Thankfully, someone
takes pity on them, disguises them as her orphan niece and nephew and
hides them in her barn. Felix is forced to conceal his Jewish identity to avoid
being caught by the villagers, who are capturing Jews for money and handing
them over to the Nazis to be killed. The story is beautifully told through simple
and accessible language which, although harrowing and stark in places, is
ultimately about hope for the future. A remarkably moving read. 10+

Puffin £5.99 ISBN 9780141324821

GRINDLEY, Sally 78
Broken glass

Suresh and Sandeep are two Indian boys whose lives are ruined when their
father loses his job and becomes violent. Suresh leads them on a trip to the
big city to build a new life, but finds the realities of life hard to bear. As he and
Sandeep are forced to take work as glass collectors they find new friends and
face harsh challenges in their struggle to survive. This enthralling but
ultimately uplifting tale paints a colourful yet often bleak picture of life on the
streets, and includes one incident of solvent abuse. 10+

Bloomsbury £5.99 ISBN 9780747586159
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HAWKING, Lucy & Stephen 79
George’s secret key to the universe

From the world-famous physicist and his daughter comes this delightful tale
of George, a boy denied technology by his hippy parents. A freak accident
involving his pet pig Freddy introduces George to his next door neighbour
who owns Cosmos, the most powerful computer on Earth. Thanks to
Cosmos, George discovers some of the awesome secrets of the Universe,
rides on a comet through the solar system and narrowly avoids being sucked
into a black hole. But an evil scientist wants Cosmos for his own ends, and
George is the only person who can stop him. As well as being a thrilling
adventure across the depths of space this book acts as a reasonably
accessible source of knowledge for any young readers who have an interest
in outer space. Sumptuous colour photographs of planets, stars and galaxies form the icing on
the cake of this astronomical treat. 9+

Corgi £6.99 ISBN 9780552559584

HIGSON, Charlie and WALKER, Kev 80
Silverfin: the graphic novel

The popular Young Bond series debuts in a new format in this thrilling
adventure story. James Bond arrives at Eton, where his common roots leave
him vulnerable to the loutish George Hellebore. But the real challenge for
Bond lies in a castle by Loch Silverfin where Hellebore's father is conducting
some horrifying scientific research. This is a highly accessible version of the
book, with Kev Walker's atmospheric panels bringing the exciting story to life
in an occasionally gory fashion. Give your boys a licence to read! 11+

Puffin £9.99 ISBN 9780141322537

HOLLYER, Belinda 81
Everything | know about you

Lizzie still remembers her mother, who was killed in a car accident some
years ago. Little brother Eric was only two when she died, so they look at
family photographs together and Lizzie tells him stories about her. Eric is an
imaginative and excitable little boy, so, when he says he has seen their
mother working in the Natural History Museum in London, Lizzie doesn’t take
him seriously. But she gradually begins to realise that there is a mystery
surrounding her family and she won't rest until she’s solved it. An engaging
and heart-warming story, sensitively told. 10+

Orchard Books £5.99 ISBN 9781846167669
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JOHNSON, Catherine 82
A nest of vipers

London, 1711: Mother Hopkins is a lifelong con artist with a heart of gold, who
has adopted a family of accomplished young fraudsters. They only prey on the
rich and cruel but, faced with advancing age, Mother Hopkins decides they
must carry out one last con that will set the family up to retire. Their target is a
cruel slave captain and his wealthy son-in-law, but the scheme does not go
smoothly. This splendid yarn is most notable for its interesting treatment of the
issue of slavery. Cato, the protagonist, is a black boy adopted by Mother
Hopkins, whose strong views put him at odds with other characters, including
Quarmy, an African prince. The dialogue is authentic yet readable, and the
period is one not usually covered by historical novels. 10+

Corgi £5.99 ISBN 9780552557627

KEANEY, Brian 83
The haunting of Nathaniel Wolfe

Nathaniel spends his time working for his alcoholic father, the best fake
medium in Victorian London. One night at a seance, he encounters a real
ghost, who leads him into a whirlwind of mystery surrounding the house of Mr
Chesterfield, a wealthy aristocrat. As Nathaniel becomes more involved in
what seems to be a crime, he discovers the reasons behind the ghost’s
appearance, which ultimately seals the fate of the apparently innocent Mr
Chesterfield. The Dickensian feel of the story is wonderfully evocative and the
plot is both pacy and intriguing, with convincing characters and some suitably
chilling incidents. 10+

Orchard Books £5.99 ISBN 9781846165207

KERR, P. B. 84
One small step

While being taught to fly by his father, who is an air force pilot, Scott
MacLeod has to land a jet fighter in an emergency. When NASA find out
about this, they recruit Scott to take part in a top secret test flight to the moon
- before Apollo 11! And so one thirteen-year-old boy gets a chance to
experience the highs and lows of going into space and has an unforgettable
experience when he disobeys orders and actually walks on the moon. Best
known for his fantasy series The Children of the Lamp , Kerr delivers a
fantastic slice of escapism which gives a beautifully detailed account of
learning to fly a plane and becoming an astronaut. The thrilling plot, which
also examines the touching extent to which Scott bonds with the two chimps
who travel with him into space, is sure to strike a chord with many aspiring

astronauts. 10+
Simon and Schuster £5.99 ISBN 9781847383006
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KIBUISHI, Kazu 85
The stonekeeper

After the tragic death of their father, Emily and Navin have moved with their
mother to their great grandfather's old house. But the house holds more
secrets than they could possibly imagine - as they find out when their mother is
taken by a hideous tentacled creature in the basement. Desperate to get her
back, the two children follow the monster into the parallel world of Alledia,
encountering many more bizarre creatures on the way. They are helped by a
magical amulet - but the price of using its power may be higher than they
realise. This first part of a new graphic novel series called Amulet is bursting
with gloriously atmospheric panels in the manga style, including a few highly
emotive scenes. While a satisfying read by itself, there are enough questions
left open to leave readers eager for the next instalment. 9+

Graphix £7.99 ISBN 9780439846813
MAGORIAN, Michelle 86
Just Henry

An epic from this very readable writer, who unfailingly places the reader firmly
in a different time and place, with a new novel reminiscent in many ways of
the classic Goodnight Mister Tom . A big, big book in lots of ways (700
pages), the late 1940s setting and the attitudes of British people during the
post war years are both brilliantly portrayed and strongly challenged.
Magorian uses a group of young teenagers (12-13 year olds) to examine
themes of illegitimacy, single parenthood, dyslexia, the role of women, war
deserters and bullying to show the reader precisely how prejudice and hatred
arise and how satisfying it can be to destroy the rocky foundations from which
they emerge. Brilliantly done, in a narrative that pulls the reader along
through the troubled life of the main character, just Henry, and his friends. 11+

Egmont £7.99 ISBN 9781405227575
MATTHEWS, L. S. 87
After the flood

In a Britain deeply affected by climate change, starved of energy and even
physical space because of the rising water level, cars are no more and
people travel little. In the heart of the country, children no longer get a state
education as they cannot make it to town, and food is rationed and delivered
by horse and cart. The story follows Jack, who saves a horse from slaughter
by training him to harness. This is a simply-written modern fable that paints a
fascinating and original picture of a future world without computers, cars,
supermarkets, compulsory education and keeping up with the neighbours. 9+

Hodder £5.99 ISBN 9780340931813
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MONTE, Richard 88
The dragon of Krakow

King Krak is in despair. He is not at war, yet he might as well be. His kingdom
lies in ruins, his knights are all dead. The kingdom is being destroyed by a
dragon so enormous, when it flies, its wings blot out the sun. It takes a clever
shoemaker, a dead sheep and several bags of sulphur to rid the land of the
monster! This is one of seven entertaining short stories collected by the author
on visits to his Polish wife’s native country. A useful library resource which may
appeal to a wide age range. 9+

Frances Lincoln £4.99 ISBN 9781845077525

MYERS, Benjamin J. 89
Twisted symmetry

Three street children find themselves thrust into a secret inter-dimensional war
that is being waged against the sinister Twisted Symmetry. The youngest of
them, a girl called Chess, finds that she has a crucial role to play in the war but
has to contend with her domineering older brother. Aided by an eclectic group of
humans and aliens Chess and her brothers begin to unravel a devious scheme
to kidnap thousands of children. This gripping sci-fi adventure is the first in a six
part series which keeps you guessing and delivers exciting battles and very
engaging characters. It also barely scratches the surface of the world which this
new author has created, leaving the reader anxious to learn more! 10+

Orion Books £6.99 ISBN 9781842556450
NEWBERY, Linda 90
Nevermore

Tizzie has never been allowed to settle anywhere and make friends. Her
mother is always moving them on to somewhere new. When they arrive at
Roven Mere, a rambling country house where her mother will work as cook,
Tizzie hopes Greta, the owner’s daughter, will be the friend she longs for. But
where are the owners? The house and its staff seem to be in a permanent state
of anticipating the mysterious Lord Rupert’s arrival. The more Tizzie delves, the
more the mystery deepens. Another very satisfying and well-crafted story by
this award-winning author, Nevermore will by particularly enjoyed by girls of
10+.

Orion Books £5.99 ISBN 9781842556238

OLSON, Gretchen 91
Call me Hope

‘Hands and words are not for hurting’. Eleven-year-old Hope knows from
experience how words can hurt. Nothing she does pleases her mother, who
is sometimes sweet but can fly into a rage for no reason that Hope can
fathom. ‘Hopeless’, ‘dumb’, ‘stupid’ are some of the least cruel words her
mother uses and Hope struggles to retain her self-esteem. Inspired by the
story of Anne Frank, and supported by the school counsellor, Hope finds the
courage to confront her mother about her verbal abuse and explain how
much it hurts. Despite the very obvious message, Hope'’s story is a
compelling one and raises an important issue. 11+

Little, Brown & Co. £4.99 ISBN 9780316012393
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OPPEL, Kenneth 92
Dusk

A fantastic array of prehistoric creatures is served up in the latest thrilling
adventure from this acclaimed author. The dinosaurs are believed to be extinct,
leaving mammals, including the flying chiropters and cat-like felids, free to live
without fear. But new challenges soon emerge, as the mammals begin to turn
against one another and formidable new species evolve. Against this charged
atmosphere, Dusk, a young chiropter, discovers that he has the ability to fly and
use ‘echovision’ to see at night. Initially shunned and mistrusted by his peers,
Dusk is able to use his abilities to save his people and lead them to a new
home. This superior animal fantasy makes the most of an intriguing premise,
posing difficult ethical questions about conformity, tolerance and sticking to your principles. 10+

Faber £6.99 ISBN 9780571238323

RUSSELL, Christopher 93
Scarper Jack and the bloodstained room

Jack is a chimney sweep’s apprentice and when his father turns up, after three
years, he has to move out of his kind master’s house to live with his nasty,
drunk father again. But things get worse. As Jack is working in a chimney, he
overhears people talking about a murder that's due to happen that evening and
despite his efforts to stop it, the murder occurs. His own life becomes
endangered when he and his friends try to solve the murder themselves. Full of
mystery and intrigue and with Victorian London providing an evocative setting,
this is a gripping adventure, with great characters and a pacy plot, sure to hook
readers of 9+.

Puffin £5.99 ISBN 9780141322582
SWINDELLS, Robert 94
Shrapnel

Solid historical drama that investigates the seamier side of life in Britain during
the Second World War. This is a believable and thrilling adventure that pits
brother against brother. Gordon tracks down his missing older brother
Raymond, only to find his sense of duty and his family loyalty tested. Raymond
is not a secret agent as Gordon thought, but is involved in criminal black-market
activities. Reads wonderfully aloud and is very easy to read as the 211 pages
are divided into 61 cliff-hanging chapters. This is a story with a perfect sense of
time and place and presents a real insight into life in wartime Britain. 8+

Corgi £5.99 ISBN 9780552559300

URE, Jean 95
Fortune Cookie

Danielle and Lisa are best friends, and both of them are often sad because
Joey, Lisa's adorable little brother, has muscular dystrophy. They find a great
way to brighten up Joey's life when Danielle gets a puppy called Cookie. Joey
and Cookie instantly bond, but Cookie's not well either - he needs an operation.
How far will Danielle and Lisa have to go to get the money to make Cookie
better? This endearing and humorous tale examines some of the challenges of
dealing with a disabled sibling and the ways in which plans made with the best
of intentions can get out of hand. Though primarily suitable for Key Stage 2,
this would also appeal to many Year 7 girls. 9+

HarperCollins £5.99 ISBN 9780007224623
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WONG, Keira 96
Out of this world (Halycrus) series

Molly and James are two kids who are transported to a strange world called
Halycrus with mind-reading aliens. They make friends with the alien leader
and return for several more adventures. These stories are told in manga
style and are very short (no more than 40 pages). There is a second set of
four stories in this series with a different group of teenagers who also travel
to Halycrus. These are slightly longer and two of these are still told in manga
whilst the other two are illustrated novels. The stories are short and action-
packed and needn't necessarily be read in sequence. These would be ideal
for reluctant readers of 9+ who could then be directed to other sci-fi or
manga books.

Scholastic £3.99/£4.50 ISBN various

Other Upper Key Stage 2 recommendations

These are titles that we haven’t reviewed on our we bsite but are well worth a
read:

BARRATT, Mark

Joe Rat

A boy known as Joe Rat scratches out a filthy living in the sewers of Victorian London. Then a
chance encounter gives him the opportunity to improve his life - or make it even worse.

Red Fox £5.99 ISBN 9781862302181

BLACK, Holly

A giant problem

Laurie and Nick use the Field Guide to save Florida from giants.

Simon & Schuster £6.99 ISBN 9781862302181

BOSCH, Pseudonymous

The name of this book is secret

Warning: do not read!

Usborne £5.99 ISBN 9780746090923

CAPPARUCCI, Dinah

Aliens don’t eat dog food

Jordan, Ryan and Dave are three kids who are natural troublemakers. But when a reality TV
show starts filming at their school they manage to truly outdo themselves!

Scholastic £4.99 ISBN 9781407102726

CAVENEY, Philip

The eye of the serpent

1923: the discovery of an ancient tomb in Egypt unleashes an evil long buried. 15 year old Alec
Devlin may be the only one who can stop this terror before it's too late...

Red Fox £5.99 ISBN 9781862306080

COLFER, Eoin

Artemis Fowl and the time paradox

Artemis Fowl is no stranger to trouble. In fact, he’s a magnet for it. Man-eating trolls, armed and
dangerous fairies, flame-throwing goblins — he’s seen the lot.

Puffin £6.99 ISBN 9780141322209
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CONWAY, Martin

Olaf the viking

Olaf sets off as a hero to rescue his missing father and gets involved in all sorts of crazy
adventures along the way.

Oxford U.P. £5.99 ISBN 9780192720870

DHAMI, Narinder

Superstar babes

The Bindi Babes are back and this time, they're causing a stir by turning the sixth form block
into the Big Brother House! But it's all for a good cause.

Corgi £4.99 ISBN 9780440867296

DIAMAND, Emily

Reaver’'s ransom

An amazing adventure story set in the future, with pirate-like villains, seacats and some great
fight scenes.

Chicken House £6.99 ISBN 9781905294978

DOWSWELL, Paul

Battle fleet

A young sailor sails the spice trade routes then, after a career progression, takes part in the
battle of Trafalgar alongside Nelson.

Bloomsbury £6.99 ISBN 9780747589105

DOYLE, Roddy

Wilderness

Two boys must set off into the frozen wilderness of Finland to find their mother. Meanwhile their
half-sister is preparing for an emotional meeting with the mother who abandoned her.
Scholastic £5.99 ISBN 9781407105109

FALKNER, Brian

The real thing

When the head of the Coca-Cola company is kidnapped two boys go around the world to track
down the kidnappers.

Walker £4.99 ISBN 9781406312386

FRENCH, Vivian

Bag of bones

A fun sequel to The robe of skulls , packed full of witchery, evil doings and good deeds.
Walker Books £5.99 ISBN 9781406306248

FUNKE, Cornelia

Igraine the brave

Igraine, a heroic knight, must defend her castle after her parents are magically turned into pigs.
Chicken House £5.99 ISBN 9781905294657

GOLDING, Julia

Cat 0’ nine tails

Cat becomes an unlikely recruit for the British Navy, takes passage to America and navigates
her way through a fiendish plot to do away with Lord Francis, heir to a dukedom.

Egmont £5.99 ISBN 9781405241854
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GORDON, Roderick

Deeper

The sequel to Tunnels , an addictive adventure shot through with strong emotions and very very
readable.

Chicken House £6.99 ISBN 9781905294626

LANDY, Derek

Skulduggery Pleasant: playing with fire

Skulduggery and Valkyrie are once again entrusted to save the world, this time from the
escaped prisoner Baron Vengeous who plans to resurrect the hideous Grotesquery. Another
witty and thrilling adventure.

HarperCollins £6.99 ISBN 9780007257058

LINGARD, Joan

The eleventh orphan

Mr and Mrs Bigsby take in another orphan, Elfie but what secrets does she hold?

Catnip Publishing £5.99 ISBN 9781846470523

LLEWELLYN, Sam

Abbot Dagger's Academy and the quest for the Holy G rall

A school for the wicked and the exceptional, the genius and the children no one else will take.
Bedlam rules, as three new scholars attempt to find a stolen cup.. . somewhere in time. Packed
full of puns and farce.

Puffin £5.99 ISBN 9780141321721

McCOMBIE, Karen

The seventeen secrets of the Karma Club

Do you ever do nice things for other people? Find out what happens when Kezzy and Nell
decide to do just that.

Scholastic £5.99 ISBN 9781407109206

MORPURGO, Michael

The Mozart question

When Lesley is sent to Venice to interview world-renowned violinist Paulo Levi on his fiftieth
birthday, she cannot believe her luck. She is told that she can ask him anything at all - except
the Mozart question

Walker Books £5.99 ISBN 9781406312201

PALMER, Tom

Foul play

Aspiring detective Danny Harte is both horrified and intrigued when England's star striker, Sam
Roberts, is kidnapped. He sets out on a dangerous mission to rescue both Roberts and
England's hopes in the European Championships.

Puffin £5.99 ISBN 9780141323671

SHEA, Alan

The amazing mind of Alice Makin

Alice's escape is her imagination, which always brightens her day. But when a new boy called
Reggie starts school, her mind begins playing tricks on her. She seems oddly drawn to him and
whenever they are together the world becomes a more exciting and colourful place.

Chicken House £5.99 ISBN 9781904442325
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SIVERS, Bowering

Jammy Dodgers in deadly danger

Kidnap and mayhem in the Victorian underworld as the notorious Jammy Dodgers are falsely
accused. Packed with action and enough tension to have you sitting on the edge of your seat...
Macmillan £5.99 ISBN 9780330449427

STRONG, Jeremy

Weird

Josh and Fizz go on work experience together at an old people's home. Will romance blossom
or are they too weird for each other?

Puffin £5.99 ISBN 9780141322025

TREWELLARD, Juliet

Butterfingers

An adventure story starring a mighty dragon, a stolen princess, a clumsy hero and several
talking animals!

Corgi £4.99 ISBN 9780552556507

WILKINSON, Carole
Dragonkeeper: dragon moon
In this final part of a trilogy Ping and Kai's dragon adventures come to an end, with the help of a

secret map.

Macmillan £5.99 ISBN 9780330472074
WILSON, Jacqueline

Cookie

Bullied at school and bullied at home...will life ever get better for Beauty?

Doubleday £12.99 ISBN 9780385613972
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