Field Pond Focus

People in Leicestershire and Rutland are being encouraged to think about their local field ponds, and to make a record of wildlife they see there.  To help people record and celebrate their natural heritage, a free booklet and survey form full of facts about ponds is available.

With the warmer weather of summer, local ponds teem with wildlife, making it an ideal time to get a view of the state of our countryside ponds.  The records sent in by the public provide invaluable information, helping conservationists safeguard field ponds in the future.  The booklet covers a wide range of information such as the animals and plants found in and around ponds, and contains sections on the folklore and history of ponds.  Ideas about projects and activities that can be undertaken by local people are also included.

Field ponds are a priority for local conservation due to the wealth of wildlife they support.  They are of vital importance for endangered species such as the great crested newt, other amphibian species and many invertebrates.  Many ponds, however, have fallen into neglect or been filled in as they are no longer needed to provide water for cattle.

To find out more information, contact the Holly Hayes Environment and Resources Centre, 216 Birstall Road, Leicestershire LE4 4DG, telephone (0116) 2671950, e-mail wildlife@leics.gov.uk or visit www.leics.gov.uk/celebrating_wildlife.

