DRAFT


PARTNERSHIP FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

PLANNING GROUP
MINUTES  of the meeting of  Friday 18th January 2008,  
2pm at Leicestershire County Council’s Environmental Resources Centre, Holly Hayes, 216 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester

Present:  , Richard Clark (LCC),  Peter Williams (Chair, LCC) Stuart Moffat (Charnwood), Richard Spooner (Melton), Graham Walley (LCC), Andy Killip (Blaby), Helen Gregory (Oadby and Wigston)
1. Apologies: Michael Jeeves (LRWT),Jo Moseley (EA), Francoise Scire (Charnwood) Sue Dobby (Blaby), Anna Collins (NE), Angela Simco (EH)
2. Introductions: Andy Killip from Blaby District was welcomed and introduced to the group. 
3. Minutes of meeting of September 7th 2007: These were accepted in conjunction with the reports.  
4. Archaeology Report and Developments: RC went through the previously circulated summary of archaeology figures highlighting the improved performance.   In the previous 3 months archaeology dealt with 295 applications of which 97.5% were replied to within the 15 day window.  Replies included either a recommended programme of work to be attached to by planning conditions (29%), or a predetermination assessment (11%), or no comment (60%), after the HER and historic maps have been consulted.  RC reported that the availability of each LPA’s website was still very variable, there having been especial problems with Melton’s system. Charnwood’s seemed to be the most stable and the easiest to use from the archaeology section’s point of view.
RC also noted that Blaby and Charnwood produced the most direct requests to consider particular planning applications.

RC tabled a map of the progress with the Historic Landscape Characterization (HLC) project. Harborough will be completed next, then the urban areas of Oadby and Wigston, Leicester City and Rutland will be completed last.  Completion of the urban areas to a standard HLS methodology will be a first in England and the rate of work predicted is an estimate at present.  We expect to finish the project on time later in 2008.  We will then be in a position to interpret the initial HLC assessment, the raw data, of the project.  This will need to be done in conjunction with each district and the PEP partners.  Funding beyond the HLC project will be needed so estimates will need to be available for the 2008 funding round.  On completion of the project each PEP partner will receive a copy of the data, and there will be an online version available through the LCC website.
HG asked GW to consult with Oadby and Wigston regarding both the archaeology ad ecology service.

5. Biodiversity Report and Developments:     GW went through the previously circulated biodiversity report which had a 100% response time within the 15 day period.  It was noted that the ecology team were still responding to the printed lists as these were most reliable and had the benefit of grid references on them.  In total 208 detailed responses were made and 1,176 trigger responses.   44 general enquiries were responded to.  LERC reported that the main database now held 264,427 records.  At the October 2007 Local Wildlife Site (LWS ) meeting 35 new LWSs were confirmed and 11 sites renotified.
Other issues to report:
· HNE team is working with the LSORA/ LSRO website to add environmental data, starting with the annual ecological summaries that previously we have provided most LPAs with.  It is hoped not only to place our environmental information alongside the other economic and social data but also to make sure it is considered to be included as the LSORA/ LSRO is developed with others in the region.  It makes sense to join an existing system than create a new one from scratch.  If the experiment with ecological data is successful we will see how it can be extended to historical and archaeological data.

· This year’s Recorders’ Conference is on Saturday 23rd February which will hold a series of reports from local recording groups.
· Work continues within the HNE team to move the Recorder database to County Hall so it can better service current and future websites.

6. Community Heritage Initiative Report: The quarterly report was tabled showing a district breakdown for enquiries.  Variations between districts are the result of responses to the CHI publicity material which is circulated in the same way throughout the counties. The HLF targets are being met and that the project will finish in November 2008. Discussions are taking place to identify which services will be continued after the project finishes.  The CHI project is being considered for two awards.
7. Matters Arising from BAP and Conservation Officers Meetings: 
BAP – the LBAp funding partners are negotiating  new contract which will be discussed at the next LBAP steering Group meeting.

Conservation Officers meeting at Lutterworth– topics covered sourcing Swithland slate alternatives, Land charge searches, validation of applications of listed buildings and conservation areas under the 1App system, the Sustainable Community Strategy, and roof lights, and concerns over EH staffing.  The meeting welcomed the continued involvement of LCC’s Highways section.  
1App special  meetings are taking place to agree a common system across the county for the start of the 1App in April 2008.  All encouraged to be involved and discuss with their designated district coordinator.
8. Growth Point: 3 Cs have a GI bid in and there are a number of subsidiary bids in too.  We can expect £300,000 for GI for the next three years.  LCC have offered to host a coordinator for the 3 counties.  PW’s group is continuing to develop the Community Woodland and Steeping Stones Project around the City.  Everyone encourage to join the regional GI group – through the EMDA website.

LAA final indicators being agreed with GOEM this week. Those of interest to the PEP cover climate change, biodiversity, recycling, public realm, volunteering.  GI is being added as a local indicator.  The historical environment is not included other than what can be attached to the GI indicator.

MAA between the county and city is being finalised, centred around the 4th theme,  including GI.   PIs for GI are being discussed by the regional GI group.
9. PEP development: report from the first Data Network Group Meeting  GW tabled minutes from the 17th December 2007 (enclosed) and went through the main topics.  It was felt to be a successful meeting – the next will be in March 2008 when the topics that came from the first meeting will be progressed.  
10. Diary Dates: as previously sent out – next meeting is 18th April, then 18th July 2008.  PW advised the meeting of the upcoming diary dates for meetings covering the NERC responsibilities, and the  
EM Biodiversity Forum Conference Tuesday 26th February 2008

Biodiversity responsibilities (Breakfast seminars, 8-10)

 
Tuesday 29th Jan 2008 Kettering





Thursday 7th Feb Nottingham racecourse


NERC responsibilities: Thursday 7th Feb 10.30-12.30 Nottingham racecourse

11. Any other business:  
NERC roadshow: NE, LCC and LRWT are organising a joint visit to each LPAs planning/ strategy sections to explain each of their roles and the new NERC responsibilities.
. 
September 2007 Board Meeting:  minutes of the meeting were tabled (enclosed).  Presentations are available from the LCC website under ‘PEP’.  

