DRAFT


PARTNERSHIP FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

MINUTES  of the Data Network Group of meeting of  Monday 17th December 2007,  2pm at Leicestershire County Council’s Environmental Resources Centre, Holly Hayes, 216 Birstall Road, Birstall, Leicester

Present:  
Francoise Scire (Charnwood), 
Richard Clark (LCC-HER),  
Peter Wilkinson (Loughborough Naturalists),  
Richard Iliffe (Leicestershire Fungi Group), 
Graham Walley (LCC-HNE), 
Helen Ikin (Leicestershire Dragonfly Group), 

Darwyn Sumner (LCC-LERC, 

Anona Finch (Leicestershire Entomological Society), 

Graham Finch (Leicestershire Entomological Society), 

Alan Clark (Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Groups)

Sue Timms (City -Ecology), 
John Robinson (LCC-HLC)
Chris Wardle (City-Archaeology)

David Budworth (Derby & Notts Ento Soc/ LES)
Derek Lee (Rutland Natural History Society)

Keith Ambrose (Leicestershire and Rutland RIGS Group/ BGS)

Alan McWhirr (Leicestershire Archaeological and Historical Society)

Apologies:   Anna Collins (Natural England)’ and English Heritage are awaiting the appointment of a local officer)

1
Introductions:  On behalf of the PEP partnership GW welcomed everyyone to the first meeting of the Data Network Group.  The group identified themselves and the groups they represented as set out above.

2
Agreeing Chair for the day.  GW was made Chair for the meeting
3
Confirming the Agenda – the proposed agenda was agreed for the day.
4
HER: A 2 page summary of the extent and work of the Leicestershire and Rutland Historic Environment Record (HER) based at County Hall was tabled.  Richard Clark, Senior Planning Ecologist went though it, expanding on various aspects of it.  John Robinson gave a brief presentation of the work of the Historic Landscape Characterisation (HLC) project which will be completed during 2008, after which a web-based point of access and District-based interpretations are hoped for.  The HLC will cover Leicester City as well.
5
Questions and comments from the Group: 
Links with Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS):  more theoretical than practical at present – expecting to receive information as part of the national project;  data will be combined through the Heritage gateway, but more detailed information needed to reside in the HER.
Heritage Gateway (HG):  LCC’s interest in joining this was reported.  Hope expressed from both County and City that it will provide a way of combining information held by the separate County and City HERs.  No plans to combine them more directly – difficult and likely to be expensive, plus networking problems.  City and County to approach EH’s HG project together. (GW to action)   Level of detail of our HERs’ data on the HG discussed – agreed that it could vary from subject to subject, as some are more prone to theft than others.  Needs to be returned to as progress is made with EH.
6
LERC:  A 2 page summary of the extent and work of the Leicestershire Environmental Resources Centre (LERC) at Holly Hayes was tabled.  Graham Walley (Team Leader Historic and Natural Environment Team) and Darwyn Sumner (Information Officer) went through it.  DS produced graphed summaries which were to be distributed (GW to action).
7
Questions and comments from the Group

Reporting back to Recorders:  ecological groups represented asked for more feedback on the use of their data.  (Summary report to be produced, GW/DS to action)  Longer term  better level of web-access to the LERC data was being planned.
Links with the City:  City were concerned with the lack of connection between its data and the rest of the County’s held by LERC.  LERC handed over its copies of City data in 2004.  Attempts to copy digital data between copies of Recorder software not followed through.  City not yet decided whether ecology section or museums to handle the data. (Action GW and ST)
Links with LRWT:  recognised that data exchange between LERC and LRWT needed to be improved – short term, a new agreement was under discussion, longer term would be solved by access via the web.
Data Exchange Agreements:  generic agreement suggested – feeling from societies was that the NBN version was too complicated and heavy-handed and expected too much from hard-pressed local enthusiasts who have a day-job as well.  (GW to present generic short version for next meeting)

Paper backlogs:  RNHS (DL) raised the issues of societies having members with a range of skills, and lots of paper records.  LERC had no easy solution apart from  helping societies to bid for HLF-type funds to pay for the data to be digitized.  All to consider this for their own group.
8 Discussion on what reports might be required from the HER and LERC in the future

· Group felt the tabled reports were an adequate start.  Reports on specific areas of work would be useful: e.g.

· PAS scheme and issues of integration

· Summary statistics of how data from groups is incorporated in the HER and then used – examples needed
· Work of the Historic Building Advisor for the area

· Buildings at Risk Register

· Report on research topics using the HERs – formal or personal research, invite researchers to report

· Stats of information held on the City and Rutland for the next meeting. (Action DS/RC)

· Summarising NERC responsibilities

· Heritage White Paper

· List of expertise in the Counties – LER and HER to be the place to go to find out who is best at what.
9 Discussion of the priorities for the HER and LERC for 2008-9

Reports to be produced for the next meeting (Action GW/RC/DS)
10 Discussion on who else should be invited to join the Group

Agreed that only groups actively recording the historic and natural environment should be invited.  Victorian Society and Industrial Society have been invited.  20h Century Society to be invited.  Market Bosworth Natural History Society to be invited.
Working of the Group:  good communication was important – we should consider a online forum.  Group needs better defined limitations – the whole of heritage is a vast subject.  HER and LERC and the societies have three main audiences, planning, general public and expert.
· Future invitees to explain their work:

· Wendy  Scott (PAS)

· John Sharpe (Senior Conservation Officer LCC)

· Michael Jeeves (L&R Wildlife Trust)

· Anna Collins (Natural England)

· Historic Buildings Advisor (English Heritage)

· An Environmental Consultant

· Representative of LROS
11 AOB none
12 Agreeing future date and venue

Group agreed that having a joint session covering both Her and LERC was useful because of the interesting overlaps, but that each specialism could also meet separately to discuss particular issues.  Next meeting to have two rooms available to do this.  GW to arrange at County Hall in March when the HER could be demonstrated.  GW thanked all attendees for their time and contributions.
Leicestershire and Rutland Historic Environment Record
Based at County Hall, consisting of a HBSMR Database (maintained by Exegesis) and paper files and maps.

Size

· 3 large cabinets of ‘parish files’ in hallway, Rutland Building (outside Dexion)

· Large fireproof cabinet of ‘blue sheet’ paper records in Room 500

· Filing cabinet of aerial photographs (slides & photographs) in Room 500

· Additional aerial photographs (Dexion)

· Archaeological reports in roller racking, Room 500 (1+ bays)

· Reports and other backlog material (approx 3 filing cabinets) in Room 500

· Books in the archaeology section ‘library’ (Room 500)

· Computer database (as of 14/12/07 this contains 15,085 monument records, 861 source records, 4,980 event records, 9,744 find records, 10,672 HLC records) including a linked library of digital photos (covers most listed buildings and some archaeological features)

Some additional material is archived in the Stores at Barrow upon Soar (‘history files’).

Sources

Main sources at present are:

· Fieldwork reports (‘grey literature’ and published monographs and articles)

· Fieldwalking/metal detecting results from local groups and via the Portable Antiquities Scheme (though limited input from the scheme at present)

· Photographs of historic buildings (such as project being undertaken in Great Bowden) and other features of historic interest provided by members of the public

· Books/historical publications such as Nichols, VCH, etc

· National projects, e.g. Defence of Britain

· Regional projects, e.g. Turning the Plough

· Local projects, e.g. Tony Squires’ publications on parks of Leicestershire & Rutland 

· Statutory data supplied by English Heritage (Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Parks & Gardens, Registered Battlefields)

· R F Hartley’s medieval/post-medieval earthworks surveys, including published and unpublished material

Potential sources

Historic documents and mapping held by the Record Office, at present unevenly integrated into the database.

Growth rate

The HER is a relational database with various types of record being added in response to any given archaeological investigation, consequently a single event will result in a minimum of two records (source and event) but may result in numerous interrelated records including several monuments, event, source and finds data.  At its most basic, the following data indicates the addition of new monuments to the archaeological record over the last financial year (06-07):

Blaby 49, Charnwood 110, Harborough 133, Hinckley & Bosworth 80, Melton 121, North West Leicestershire 67, Oadby & Wigston 9, Rutland 92 (total 661).

Priorities

· The supply of archaeological information and support given to enable the provision of archaeological planning advice to the districts and boroughs, developers, solicitors, etc

· To provide an accessible, comprehensive and reliable database detailing all currently known archaeological remains/historic buildings

· To maintain an up to date record, given the constraints of available resources

· Accuracy checking, currently the sole HER duty of the data technician; data checked by the data technician is then re-checked by the HER Officer from an archaeological perspective

Access 

Currently access is limited to arranged visits to County Hall and/or supply of specific data via e-mail/post.  Details are on the county council website.  Members of the public have free access, there is a charge for commercial enquiries.

Use

Primary tool supporting the provision of archaeological planning advice (approximately 1200 consultations per year); occasional public use for research/personal interest purposes (currently up to 100).

Staffing
HER Officer (1/2 time post)

Data technician (1/2 time post)

Related posts

Senior Planning Archaeologists 

Assistant Planning Archaeologist (1.5 posts)

HLC Officer (1 post)

Current projects

Historic Landscape Characterisation

Future work

Extensive Urban Surveys

Heritage Gateway (English Heritage project to put data from all HERs onto the internet at http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/).  At present the level of our involvement with this is at least partly reliant on the priority above for ‘accuracy checking’.  Ideally the only data released will be data checked by both the data technician and HER Officer (currently only 16 parishes have undergone this level of checking). 

Leicestershire Environmental Resources Centre

Based at Holly Hayes, consisting of a ecological Recorder Database (maintained by Joint Nature Conservation Committee) and paper files and maps.  Geology site (RIGS) information is stored on the standard GeoConservation database which is held at County Hall.
Size

· 18 filing cabinets of parish ecology files at Holly Hayes, 13 filing cabinets of geology site files at Barrow Museum Resources Centre

· 167 box files of parish ecology record 
· Computer database: 263,624 species records, 24,863 site, 8,000 + polygons on GIS 

Sources

Main sources at present are:

· Records from individual recorders 

· Records from societies

· Records from County Recorders

· Records from LERC field surveys

· Records from Natural England

· Records from the Environment Agency

· Records from Ecological Consultants
· Books/historical publications such as floras

· National Recording Schemes
Potential sources

.
· Society records.

· Records from individual recorders

· Historic records from Natural England, Environment Agency etc.
· Historic documents and mapping held by the Record Office, at present unevenly integrated into the database
Growth rate

The LERC database grows at varying rates from year to year – large donations of records from, say LROS can add 30,000 + records per year.   Nearly 100,000 records have been added in the past 18 months.   RIGS database is adding approx 5 sites per year.

Priorities

· The supply of ecological information and support given to enable the provision of ecological planning advice to the districts and boroughs, developers, solicitors, etc

· To provide an accessible, comprehensive and reliable database detailing all currently known ecological sites.

· To provide a means for local naturalists to add their data to the development and strategic planning process.

· Provide and ecological and geological enquiry service.

· Provide ecological and geological data service for statutory sites (NNRs, SSSIs and SACc)

· Provide and ecological and geological enquiry service for non-statutory sites, Local Wildlife Sites etc.

· Provide a habitat inventory and enquiry service for the two counties.
Access 

Generalised information is available through the NBN and trial County Council websites.   Detailed enquiries require an enquiry through officers at Holly Hayes or County Hall. Members of the public have free access, there is a charge for commercial enquiries.

Use

Primary tool supporting the provision of ecological planning advice (approximately 1500 consultations per year); occasional public use for research/personal interest purposes (currently up to 100).

Staffing

Senior Information Officer

Project Officers 1.5 posts
Data technician (1/2 time post)
Commercial Enquiry Officer (2/3 post)

Contract Geologist ( ¼ post)

Related posts

Planning Ecologists (“2 posts)
Current projects

Upgrading of PCs and Network

Transferring Recorder to County Hall

Developing new websites

Cooperating regionally
Future work

Extensive Urban Surveys

NBN updates

Developing County Recorder support 
