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OLDER PEOPLE’S ENGAGEMENT NETWORK (O.P.E.N.)

TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR TOPIC GROUPS

 JANUARY 2008
As the work of O.P.E.N. develops beyond that of the Users’ and Carers’ group, we are hoping to include as many members as possible in what is a wider range of subjects affecting older people and help you to influence decisions that are made abut services . In order to achieve this within the time available,  i.e. 4 meetings of OPEN a year, it has been agreed that group members will be invited to participate in a 4 topic groups as follows:

· Social care, carers and housing;

· Community, rural, transport and keeping active and learning;

· Information and communication and Income and wealth
· Keeping healthy
These groups were agreed at the last meeting and nominations sought for these groups. See list attached. The aim is that;-
a) Each group will consist of those members who have expressed an interest in a particular topic and wish to participate in influencing developments locally;
b) Part of the larger group meeting is dedicated to people working in their smaller groups building up their knowledge of these topics and of how services are developing and what key strategies are emerging. This will be achieved by inviting key people to brief the members and by providing briefing reports. Key speakers might attend the OPENM large meeting if agreed by the group.
c) The main priorities on each of these 4 topics have been identified within the Ageing Well In Leicestershire Strategy. The smaller group will feed into how these priorities are delivered and will monitor progress against action plans. 
d) The smaller group members will provide their views and be consulted in new developments in the area.

e)  They will feedback to the larger meeting a summary of what has been learned and agree any feedback to be provided or issues need to be raised.
f) Members of the small group who are willing might represent OPEN on meetings where these plans, policies and development are being discussed and decisions are made.  Expenses for this including costs of printing papers etc will be paid by the agency calling the meeting.
g) Participation in the larger and smaller OPEN Meetings will all be voluntary and will be supported by the support workers employed by CVS (CCP)
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