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Local Paths makeover means easier walking in Oadby and Houghton on the Hill 
Paths around Oadby, Bushby and Houghton on the Hill are now easier to use thanks to a £50,000 scheme undertaken by Leicestershire County Council. This major project aims to encourage people to walk more and use local paths to get to schools, shops or out into the countryside, by laying better surfaces, removing barriers and targeting specific problems. 
In Oadby people have welcomed the ‘recycled tarmac’ surfacing of the footpath from Manor Road to Gartree Road and the Shady Lane Arboretum. The path from Uplands Road to the A6 has also been re-surfaced. Access to Brocks Hill Country Park from Tendring Drive, Wigston has been made easier with stiles replaced by gates. 
“New gates are much better for anyone who struggles with steps on stiles and also make it easier for dog walkers and families with smaller children” said Ernie White, Cabinet Lead Member for Community Services.
In Houghton on the Hill, the path from Weir Lane to the churchyard behind Main Street now has gates throughout, so the Primary School can use it for a ‘Walking Bus’ instead of the children having to go along the road. Stiles have also been replaced by gates or gaps on paths from Houghton, westwards to the Main Street in Bushby and south to Gaulby, to provide better access to the countryside access. 

Improving signs and waymark posts and clearing vegetation on other local paths has also been carried out in the area between Oadby, Thurnby, Houghton on the Hill, Gaulby, Great Glen and Newton Harcourt. The project is now complete.
The works are part of a five year programme, focusing on paths in or near urban areas, being undertaken by the County Council under the Local Transport Plan. Most people in Leicestershire have paths almost on their doorstep with 94% living within 500 metres of a footpath or bridleway. Walking is the easiest way to have some fresh air and exercise and local paths are an ideal way to explore more. More information about where to walk or ride is on the web at www.leics.gov.uk/paths 
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