Minutes of Sence and Soar Green Wedge Forum,
 Brooks Room, Blaby District Council
14th May 2009
1. Attendees

	Guy Hutton (Warwick Bridge Farm)
George Marsh (Narborough Parish Council / Tree Warden)

Frank Evans (Enderby Parish Council / Tree Warden)

Andy Jackson (Stepping Stones Project - minutes)

Audrey Peach (Glen Hills Gardening Club)
Alison Leyshon (Blaby District Council)


2. Apologies

Guy Jackson (Narborough Parish Council)

Tony Lockley (Leicestershire County Council)
Sam Forster (Stepping Stones Project)
Stephen Parish (Alliance and Leicester)
Richard Kenyon (Everards Brewery)
Adrian Lane (Leicester City Council)

Neill Talbot (Leicestershire and Rutland Wildlife Trust)
3. Minutes of last meeting

Minutes agreed. 

4. Matters arising

None
5. Project updates
GM – Shared his concerns with regard to the management of Thorpe Meadow. The second phase of ditch clearance is being delayed because of the problems of getting the machinery in since the gate had been made smaller.
GH – proposed some possible solutions and may visit the site to see if there is a way around the problem.

AJ – Stepping Stones Project should be able to assist with some funding.

GM – Every house has now had a copy of the questionnaire for the Parish Plan. As part of the process the Parish walking group is interested in producing a riverside walk near to Thorpe Meadow but are they allowed to include the bank side in the route? Who owns the bank?

AL – The landowner should own up to the middle of the watercourse, so it shouldn’t be a problem.

AL – The new mowing regimes at Jubilee Park and Glen Hills Nature Area have resulted in positive changes in the flora of the sites.

· The Place 2 Grow project will be having an open day on Tuesday 23rd June between 10am and 3pm. There is a new sensory garden and car park as well as a community orchard.

· Blaby no longer holds its community grant but funding is now available from Voluntary Action Blaby in the form of Small (up to £500) and Large (up to £1000.00) Grants.

GM – Wondered what materials had been used for the construction of the raised beds as he is looking into the development of a sensory garden in Narborough.

AL  - The beds are constructed from new/untreated railway sleepers.
AP – Blue Banks Bridge is still in a very poor state and nothing seems to have been done to it.

AJ – Has reported the condition of the Bridge twice now to British Waterways but will contact them again to see if anything has been scheduled in.

AP – The horses now seem to have gone from the meadow site but there is still a lot of rubbish that needs clearing.
- Is very disappointed that the rose bushes have been removed from the Glen Parva Memorial Garden site because of a maintenance issue.

AJ - Has written formally to Everards with regard to the possible purchase of the Common Land at Enderby and awaits a response.

- Work on the Park and Ride has now started.
6.  Grand Union Development Plan and 6Cs bid
AJ – Stepping Stones is to bid for Growth Point money as part of a larger Soar Valley bid for physical improvements to a circular route that includes Glen Hills Nature Area and a large section of towpath. Interpretation for this route will also be included as part of this bid. AJ would welcome thoughts on possibilities for next year’s Stepping Stones bid.

7. Topics for future meetings

Possible presentation from Karen Fishwick at British Waterways?
8. AOB
None
9. Date of next meeting 
Thursday 29th October 2009, 6.00pm, Brooks Room, Blaby District Council Offices
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