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Dear Mr Wright,

Consultation on Leicestershire Minerals Development Framework and
Leicestershire and Leicester Waste Development Framework (Further Consultation
on Preferred Options Core Strategy)

Thank you for consulting Natural England on the above documents. We have made
separate comments on each of the Spatial Strategies.

1. Minerals Spatial Strategy

Natural England’s main concern with mineral extraction is that it can and often does have
serious impacts on the natural environment, directly through changes to the landscape
and loss of land important for wildlife and indirectly through changes in surface and
ground-water systems and through noise, soil, air and water pollution. Natural England
encourages the extractive industries to continue to improve their contribution to
sustaining and enhancing the natural environment. We aim to work with the industry,
mineral planners, Government and local conservation groups to minimise the impacts
and maximise the nature conservation and landscape benefits which can arise from
mineral extraction. Restoration of mineral sites can provide major opportunities to
develop or enhance new and existing wildlife and geological sites.

Our specific comments on the Spatial Strategy are as follows:

Paragraph 3.9 Environmental Protection

Natural England supports the aim of the Leicestershire Minerals Development
Framework (LMDF) to seek to identify locations which will have the least impact on the
County’s environment, its landscape, and the quality of life of local communities. We
would urge that particular reference is made to the local Biodiversity Action Plans and the
Leicestershire Landscape Character Assessment.
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