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MELTON MOWBRAY AND VALE OF BELVOIR SCHOOLS’ REVIEW

MEETINGS AT BOTTESFORD BELVOIR HIGH SCHOOL
3RD MAY 2006

OFFICERS PRESENT – AT ALL MEETINGS
SHARON SCOTT, ANN MORGAN, ALAN WILKINSON-CONSULTANT, BOB DUTTON, DAVID ATTERBURY, TONY MULHEARN

TEACHERS’ MEETING 4.00P.M.

NUMBERS PRESENT 22
	Q
	You have outlined the options for Secondary but how do they affect Primary Schools?

	A
	Primary will come as a second phase – There is the possibility of mobile classrooms being installed in Primary Schools in the interim

	Q
	There is a rumour that is going around that a new 11-16 school would be sited elsewhere and not in Bottesford

	A
	No plans to site elsewhere

	Q
	Could we ask about Teacher progression for those working in 11-14?

	A
	Second round – ideas coming out as to what teachers’ skills are and how they can be helped through this

	Q
	Can you reassure us that nobody will lose their job as a result of this?

	A
	We do need teachers- jobs for all of you and will put support mechanisms in place

	Q
	Would schools in Melton close or change?

	A
	Could be amalgamation – blank sheet of paper

	Q
	Someone spoke of fear in Melton schools

	A
	Will let you know the outcomes of consultations

	Q
	Will results be broken down  – form gives option for where your child goes

	A
	Identify parents relating to schools and what they felt

	Q
	Could we ask about final timescales and a Cabinet decision at end of September?

	A
	Need to bring that forward so we don’t miss out on funding. Do not want to lose money.  Will be a Cabinet decision in July- hope they say O.K. and what we consult on.  Logistically possible to consult at the end of term but would place huge pressures on schools

	Q
	From Head of Dept.- spoke about the size of school and would not be able to fulfil a range of GCSEs so parents might want to send elsewhere

	A
	11-16 – looking at 4 forms of entry – provide a fairly tight option choice.  Look across borders and liaise with other schools and schools in Melton e.g. Electronic Communication.  Could be a two way exchange of staff.

	To
Note
	Someone in the audience said this was wonderful, exciting and going to happen.  Brochure looks very professional. ? Brian Lovegrove

	Q
	Someone spoke of year 6 children staying at Primary School whilst Teacher Training was delivered

	A
	Already been through 3 tier system in Northamptonshire – learnt lessons.  When preferred option emerges – further talks will take place with teachers to take this forward.

	Q
	Are we looking at 2009 for this to happen?

	A
	2009 is a realistic timescale


MEETING DRAWN TO A CLOSE AT 4.50P.M.

GOVERNORS’ MEETING AT 6.00P.M.
NUMBERS PRESENT  10 + HEADTEACHER

	Q
	If one school closes in Melton need sense of protection –Why can’t schools in Melton be High Schools in their own right ?

	A
	Not sustainable

	Q
	Someone asked for an explanation of Federations

	A
	Explanation given about Federations and Amalgamations

	Q
	What about closing Long Field and move to Ferneley ?

	A
	Too dangerous to answer this

	Q
	Why if there a different attitude about closing Primary Schools to Secondary ?

	A
	Might close all Secondary and restart in a new way

	Q
	District Councillor – queried projection of pupil numbers – new housing  (216) could already be taken up by agreed Planning Permission

	A
	Bob Dutton explained the County Standard

	Q
	Cont….. Takes issue with figures

	A
	Figures done in consultation with the District Council – 100 new homes planned for Bottesford subject to review

	Q
	District Councillor – Parents concerned about the transitional period.  Could lose pupils as transition takes place.  Need to convince parents that something positive is being done.

	A
	This is all money dependent – If we get funding as already explained should see first step by September 2009

	Q
	Headteacher – asked about the possibility of phasing – and need to deliver the first school – is this the first school ?

	A
	Can’t answer this – dependent on funding streams

	Q
	September 2009 – will have that firmly in our minds.  What happens if Option 4 comes off ?

	A
	Go back and think again.  Imperative we deliver a vision for Secondary Education in Leicestershire.  There is an expectation by Secondary Headteachers that we move to a two-tier system.

	Q
	The biggest change is at the last stage in Education - Is there a vision that we should be considering ?

	A
	There is difficulty about transition at 14 – feedback not very satisfactory.  Need to target 16  - more youngsters to stay on in Education. Spoke about N.E.A.T. group – reduce this number and get into F.E.  Transition at 16 just as difficult as at 14.

	Q
	Are children at 16 ready for a change in Education ?

	A
	Some will be, some won’t.  To deliver 13-19 Curriculum may have to look at neighbouring authorities.  May have to spend time in different schools to cope with curriculum.  6th Form funding comes from Learning and Skills Council.

	Q
	Presumed 6th Form was under school control

	A
	 6th Form comes under umbrella of L.A. but funding comes from LSC – will only fund certain things.  It’s about putting young people at the heart of what we do to give them better chances.

	Q
	Will the priority be to be in line with the National Curriculum ?

	A 
	Target is the number of people that achieve these by 19.

	Q
	 Collaboration is the main issue – Headteacher - said that no one school in the County will be able to deliver the National Curriculum so collaboration is essential.

	A
	Collaboration is the key to all of this. The pragmatic bit is coming through.  Students are entitled to those diplomas.

	Q
	Option 1 – C.E.Aided School – see as an advantage – positive way forward.

	A
	Possibly a risk – some parents might not want  this

	Q
	Primary are state aided so parents might not be upset if it goes this way – Quite a significant difference for Secondary Schools

	
	Headteacher has been talking to Peter Taylor (Church of England Diocesan Director of Education) – he has offered to come to Governors’ meeting to explain what the Aided status means

	Q
	Need to be careful using the term “controlled”

	A
	Primary schools in this authority are C.E. Controlled – LA controls admissions etc.,  Aided control own admissions – Govs. Are also employers of staff.  Different ethos in school.

	Q
	County Council must be planning for a Pathfinder School

	A
	Can’t answer this.  Pathfinder money had hard and fast criteria – don’t assume conclusions.

	Q
	The County Council wants to see this go well

	A
	Got to get it right – must last for next 50 years – leaving legacy

	Q
	Listening to people there is uncertainty and doubt.  We assume that at the next meeting you will come back with something.  Expressed feeling of emotion in the Vale that something positive comes out of this.

	A
	The initial feedback from Barbara Hughes’ report that strong views were expressed for change.

	Q
	Must get it right and bring in line with the rest of the Country – so many patterns across Leics- that’s all we have asked for

	A
	Other parts of the County still using the 3 Tier system – be careful

	Q
	There’s been change in other parts of the County

	A
	That’s True

Important to respond to Consultation both as Governors/Parents/Staff so the appropriate recommendations are made to Cabinet

	Q
	Could we have the same Term Dates as neighbouring Counties ?

	A
	This is consulted on every year.  We have 3 Primary Schools where we have exceptions.

	Q
	Will the meeting be in Oct?  have specific answers to these questions ?

	A
	 Must be sooner than this to claim the money.  End of term not the best  time to come out to schools to consult again.

	Q
	 At the Sept. meeting of the Cabinet will they speak about the preferred option ?

	A
	Cabinet will decide on what’s best.  Long process –July/Oct will say what the preferred option will be

	Q
	The timing will have a tremendous effect – Politicians gave unrealistic expectations – don’t let timing slip

	
	Headteacher – will give you support and the sooner you can get it done the better.


Meeting closed at 7.20p.m.

PARENTS’ MEETING 7.30P.M.          65 PARENTS PRESENT

BYRON RHODES C.C. PRESENT

	Q
	Brian Lovegrove – Spoke of the nos. on roll.  With a new school of 600 places would there be enough provision made for those children staying in-county as opposed to travelling out-county ?

	A
	4 X 30 pupils – provision is made for this.  Bob Dutton spoke – base school of 600 with possibility of nos. going to 720.  Will work with you to increase the size of school.  Any new buildings would be built to take in extra demand.

	Q
	Options talk of a Learning Centre and the need to work with other agencies – would working across the borders be a possibility ?

	A
	Will have to work with other partners to deliver this.  Will have to talk to other LA’s

	Q
	New School – where will it be built  ?– could it be anywhere in the Vale ?

	A
	Could be if we had the land.  Looking at Bottesford depending on “say”

	Q
	New School – why not extend here ?

	A
	Not looking at new rebuild here – remodel and expand at this site

	Q
	Why not bring deadline of 2009 forward ?

	A
	If only we could.  Several more consultations have still to be done.  Need to consult with young people and staff.

	Q
	Is 2009 guaranteed ?

	A
	Unless major hiccups

	Q
	Clarification – told on previous occasion new build not refurbishment

	A
	 Working with DfES to provide what you want but DfES are setting the rules.  Money will allow for refurbishment (as a result of new Bills going through)

	Q
	2009       - hopefully this will be ready.  As a parent of a child who is moving on – will remodelling happen where children are moving on.  Had problems with child due to transition problems.  Would new school have new remodelling ?

	A
	Can’t say until everything is in place for 2009 – will do best to make this easy.

	Q
	Primary Schools have concerns regarding all of this change

	A
	Primary Heads are kept involved about what’s going on

	Q
	 It’s more settling if children stay on in Primary until 11 and to have that 2 Tier system

	A
	Hopefully that decision will go to Cabinet

The Diocese may have input as they have access to money – potential for this to become 11 -16 C.E.Aided.  Sharon Scott once again spoke of the difference re. Govs.’ Control over admissions and as employers of staff.

	Q
	Would C.E. Aided status change the admissions criteria ?

	A
	The Admissions policy would change

	Q
	Wants to know more about Learning Centre and could Bottesford change and not Melton ?

	A
	This has a domino effect

There is an anticipation by Secondary Heads that Leics. will move to a 2 Tier system eventually across the County

	Q
	Would the merger of Melton Schools mean that Long Field will close ?

	A
	Very carefully worded the options

	Q
	Who funds post 16 ?

	A
	Post 16 Funding is done by the LSC.If the option chosen is to develop the Learning Centre talks will be undertaken with the LSC – they will have very strong views about the Learning Centre

	Q
	Will Primary Schools be reorganised to cater for the extra year ?

	A
	Thought will be given as to how this will be managed

	Q 
	Change will impact on numbers in the Primary Schools – some schools don’t have the space – they will need extra space and teachers

	A
	Teachers driven by pupil numbers.  Building Schools for the Future Primary 2009 might be able to draw on this.  Temporary accommodation will be provided in the interim.  Bob Dutton has consulted with Primary – Croxton Kerrial and Bottesford would require some form of temporary accommodation.  Would look at the possibility of permanent accommodation in the future.  Temporary accommodation could be done quite quickly.

	Q
	The 4 options may not be the final ones.  Will parents have a chance to talk about other options ?

	A
	Cabinet will consider options in July.  Will consult again with another round of meetings in September to take the final view.

	Q
	If option is status quo – there is a problem that doing nothing will provide a problem

	A
	Some Heads have said why are you changing at all?  Options were recorded in those early talks with Heads/Govs.

	Q
	Do options come from parents ?

	A
	Yes they do from independent consultant’s review.  Been as comprehensive in options as we could.

	Q
	Will “weighting” apply in the voting ?  Less people in Vale to vote and Melton Schools might want to do nothing.

	A
	Parents will be listened to and they would act if they say they want change

	
	Brian Lovegrove encouraged as many people as possible to respond to this

	Q
	Is 2009 the date to collate returns ?

	A
	Sept. this year must be ready to bid for that money.  End of term too busy to consult again.  It’s about the principals of those options.  It’s too soon to develop a meaningful document for the end of term.

	Q
	Does document include funding ?

	A
	Bob Dutton talking to Architects about buildings on sites and what is possible.  The County Council is very serious about this.

	Q
	Will Stage 1/Stage 2 funding affect building ?

	A
	Bob Duttonspoke of the ideal.  Funding stream will influence starting dates for this

	Q
	Is this the only questionnaire ?

	A
	Yes

	Q
	Start date of 2009 – when we get the date is there no turning back

	A
	Changing schools is very complex – there is no turning back.  There is a legal process to follow.  County Council has to issue a formal notice.  Until that is done cannot proceed.  This could possibly be at the turn of the year.  The beginning of the Calendar year by January 2007 should know what is happening in the Vale of Belvoir.  2009 is OK if it goes reasonably smoothly.  Assurances tonight given.

	Q
	Area Special School – changed very quickly.  Are we going to find that in say 2 years’ time ?  2009 might not be the time.

	A
	Around the end of the year should know.

	Q
	Will we know what Melton Schools want ?

	A
	That will be fed back

	Q
	At the end of  this will there be a meeting for people who are involved to attend ?

	A
	Yes – Meetings at Melton – they are open meetings

	Q
	Will funding be there for parents who have asked for change ?

	A
	At the top of the agenda

	Q
	Will you confirm to parents the 2 schools that are closing ?

	A
	Will make parents clear about what the options are

	Q
	There are meetings for parents at High Schools – what about meetings for Primary Schools

	A
	Meeting next Tuesday at Primary School

	Q
	What does a Federation mean ?

	A
	Sharon explained this esp. Hard Federations

	Q
	Will the new Schools become Specialist Schools ?

	A
	The ambition is that Leicestershire Schools will become Specialist Schools – Ann Morgan spoke of the opportunity for further specialisation

	Q
	Would they miss the boat on Specialist Schools ?

	A
	No


Sharon Scott brought the meeting to a close at 9.00p.m.

Sharon Scott encouraged people to fill in Consultation Forms.

Brian Lovegrove (co-ordinator of the Vale of Belvoir Steering Group) expressed  thanks to the team for these presentations.  He also asked for the e-mail address for correspondence.

4th May 2006
