Leicestershire Outdoor & Residential Learning Service

Mobile Climbing Wall

	Risk Assessment – Mobile Climbing Wall

	Hazard
	People Harmed
	Risk Control
	Further Action

	Overhead Cables
	All
	Check area carefully prior to setting up wall
	

	High Winds
	All 
	Check wind speed, using anemometer.  Do not use in winds above Force 3 (10-11mph)
	

	Sinking into soft ground
	All
	Use plates provided on soft ground.  Check access to area, before driving onto it.
	

	Incorrect wall erection
	All
	Staff to be trained, in-house, on wall operating and safety procedures
	

	Climber hitting wall supports
	All participants
	Support covers to be in place prior to activity
	

	Crush injury, during erection and lowering process
	All
	All non-essential persons to be kept well clear of wall and trailer during erection and lowering process
	Suitable safety area to be established / marked out

	Falling from height
	All Participants
	Participants to climb on wall, only when properly attached to a suitable belay system
	Close staff supervision and reinforcement throughout session

	Hitting Head
	All Participant
	All participants and staff must wear an appropriate helmet, whilst ascending the wall
	Close staff supervision and reinforcement throughout session

	Equipment failure
	All
	All equipment to be checked prior to use.  Any equipment found to be damaged or suspect, to be withdrawn, until either repaired or replaced

All equipment to correspond to relevant specifications (UIAA or CE)

Regular checking / replacement (as per replacement schedule) / maintenance of equipment
	Withdrawn equipment to be suitably marked and withdrawn from climbing store

	Hazard
	People Harmed
	Risk Control
	Further Action

	
	
	
	

	Ill-fitting equipment
	All Participants
	All participants to have their personal protective equipment checked, by a member of LORLS staff, prior to ascending the wall.
	

	Burns to hands
	All Participants
	The use of gloves to be considered when using dynamic belay systems
	

	Failure of belay system
	All Participants
	Participants to belay, only under staff supervision.  A failsafe system should be used, if there is any staff concern.

Only recognised belays systems to be used

Where participants are peer belaying, the use of ‘belay bags’ should be considered
	

	Extreme weather
	All
	If an electrical storm or other extreme conditions are expected, the session must not proceed

If extreme conditions manifest, during the session, the activity must be aborted and the group moved to a safe location
	Weather forecast obtained prior to commencing session

	Medical emergency
	All Participants
	First aid kit to be available, at all times.

Participants personal medication to be available, at all times

Location of local telephones to be known by LORLS staff or mobile phone (signal dependant) to be carried throughout session.
	


