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Executive Summary 

This report provides details of the occurrence of recorded offences within the Loughborough 
CCTV area. It enables a comparison of the level of recorded offences during the last two years 
and looks at the changes in the levels of recorded crime in relation to Loughborough town 
centre and the whole of Charnwood Borough.  

During the last two financial years there has been a 5% decrease in the total number of recorded 
offences1 within the area covered by Loughborough CCTV sheme2. This is in contrast to the 
increases in recorded offences within the whole of Charnwood Borough, up by 4% and 
Loughborough town centre, up 1%, during the same period. 

The main reduction in recorded offences within Loughborough CCTV area has occurred in the 
pedestrianised areas along Market Street and Carillon Court and in the Rushes Shopping Centre. 
Even though there was an overall decrease in recorded offences within the CCTV area, there are 
areas which experienced an increase during the last two years. An increase in offences was 
recorded on both Baxter Gate and Biggin Street. 

There are a higher number of offences recorded within the CCTV area on Friday and Saturday 
nights, and to a lesser extent Thursday night, compared to the rest of the week. 

Offences which are more likely to occur within view of CCTV, such as damage and theft from 
vehicle, account for a lower proportion of total offences in the CCTV area compared to the 
proportion of offences within Charnwood Borough. 

Violence against the person accounts for the largest proportion of offences for both Charnwood 
Borough (20%) and Loughborough CCTV area (26%), being a proportionately bigger issue within 
the CCTV area. There has been an increase in the number of reported violence against the 
person incidents within the CCTV area, up 6% in the last two years, though this increase is 
largely down to less serious offences where wounding did not occur. 

Two thirds of violence against the person offences recorded in Loughborough CCTV area take 
place in a public place, with a further twenty percent taking place on licensed premises. 

Theft from motor vehicle offences decreased by a third within the CCTV area during the two 
year period. 

Damage to motor vehicles is not concentrated into hot-spots within the CCTV area but more 
dispersed across the wider town centre area of Loughborough. 

1 The analysis within this report only 
includes those offences that could be 
affected by the implementation of CCTV, 
shown in Appendix 12.2.

2 For the purposes of this report 
Loughborough town centre is represented 
by the 2 kilometre by 2 kilometre area, 
represented by squares A1 to T20 
inclusive, as shown in Appendix 12.1
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1. Introduction 

This report has been produced on behalf of Charnwood CCTV Management Committee. The report 
examines the levels of recorded offences within Loughborough CCTV scheme area during the last two 
financial years, including a description of the area of Loughborough the CCTV scheme covers and a map 
of the camera locations. 

The report provides details of the occurrence of recorded offences within the Loughborough CCTV area. 
It enables a comparison of the level of recorded offences during the last two years and looks at the 
changes in the levels of recorded crime in relation to Loughborough town centre and the whole of 
Charnwood Borough. First, the report looks at total recorded offences within the CCTV scheme area and 
identifies those areas with the highest concentration of offences. It also identifies how the distribution of 
total recorded offences has changed over time within the CCTV scheme area. The report also aims to 
highlight the times during the week in which certain offence types are more likely to occur. 

The information provided within this report can be used to evaluate the level of criminal activity within 
the CCTV area. However, it is difficult to gauge the effectiveness of the CCTV scheme due to the number 
of other external factors which can influence the level of crime within the area. Also, the operation of a 
CCTV is likely to increase the reporting and detection of certain crime types so it is difficult to draw any 
clear conclusions solely from the changes in the levels and types of crime recorded within the area. 

This report provides information to help prioritise operational resources and identifies those time periods 
when there are likely to be higher volumes of offences occurring. It  provides a profile of when and where 
certain offence types have occurred in the last two years as a possible indication of where, when and what 
type of offence are likely to occur in the future. 

1.1 Background 
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Details of the locations of the CCTV cameras within Loughborough town centre were provided by 
Charnwood Borough Council. In conjunction with the police a mapping exercise using the location of the 
cameras was used to define an area of coverage for the Loughborough CCTV camera scheme. Details of 
the area covered by the CCTV scheme are shown in Section 2 of the report. 

Recorded offence details have been provided by the North Area Community Safety Bureau based at 
Loughborough Police Station. This includes details of offences which occurred over two years, between 
1st April 2003 and 31st March 2005. For each individual offence the following details have been provided 

�x�� Crime Reference Number 
�x�� Date and Time the offence occurred 
�x�� Offence Type (based on the Home Office Classification) 
�x�� Offence Location (map referenced to the nearest 100 metres) 
�x�� Modus Operandi (details of the methods employed to carry out the offence) 
�x�� Premises Type (details of the type of premises in which the offence took place) 
�x�� Property Type (details of property damaged / stolen / etc) 
�x�� Offence Status (whether the offence is detected/undetected) 

The analysis within this report only includes those offences that could be affected by the implementation 
of CCTV. Appendix 12.2 shows those offence types which have been used within the analysis. The list of 
included offences closely follows those recommended in Appendix B, (Gill, M. & Spriggs A., “Assessing the 
Impact of CCTV”, Home Office Research Study 292, Feb 2005, Page 137).

The offence data provided by Leicestershire Constabulary is geographically aggregated to the nearest 100 
metres to satisfy their disclosure requirements. The analysis within this report uses an overlay of 100 
metre by 100 metre grid squares, allocating individual offences by location to each of the grid cells. 

The method of producing a grid of offence counts across the CCTV area and Loughborough town centre 
helps to identify areas with a high concentration of a particular offence type. Using data to a resolution of 
the nearest 100 metres allows the identification of potential problem hot-spots and locate issues to 
particular streets and identifiable localities. 

1.2 Methodology and Data 
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2. Loughborough CCTV Scheme area 

The Loughborough CCTV scheme was initially set up in 1996. The scheme currently has 26 cameras in 
operation. Map 2.1 (below) shows the area covered by the CCTV scheme, represented by 100 metre grid 
squares and also shows the location of the cameras currently in operation. The CCTV scheme is 
represented in this format to tie in with the way the offence data is provided by Leicestershire 
Constabulary. 

Map 2.1 shows the CCTV scheme covers the town centre area of Loughborough around The Market 
Place, High Street and Market Street, extending from The Rushes in the east to Southfields Road to the 
west of the town centre and from Wards End in the south up along Nottingham Road as far as the railway 
station to the north. 

The area is outlined on map 2.1 and this area is referred to as Loughborough CCTV area for the 
remainder of this report. A more detailed map of Loughborough town centre and CCTV area is shown in 
Appendix 12.1.  

Map 2.1 : Loughborough CCTV Scheme area represented  by 100 metre grid squares  

CCTV Scheme Area

CCTV Camera Location



4

Table 3.1 (below) shows the total number of recorded offences in Loughborough CCTV area, 
Loughborough town centre and Charnwood Borough in the last 2 financial years, 2003/04 and 2004/05. 
(Appendix 12.2 provides a list of offence types which are included in the table) 

In 2004/05 there has been a decrease of 5% in the number of recorded offences in Loughborough CCTV 
area compared to the previous year. In contrast, there has been a slight increase in the number of 
offences recorded in both Loughborough town centre, up 1%,  and the whole of Charnwood Borough, up 
4%.

The 1,900 offences recorded in 2004/05 within Loughborough CCTV area equates to 15% of all recorded 
offences within Charnwood Borough within the year. 

3.   Total Crime 

Table 3.1 : Total recorded offences within Loughboro ugh CCTV 
area compared to Loughborough town centre 1 and 
Charnwood Borough  

2003/04 2004/05

Charnwood Borough 12,503 12,991 4%�S

Loughborough Town Centre 3,986 4,027 1%�S

Loughborough CCTV Area 2,001 1,900 -5%�T

change

Maps 3.2 and 3.3 (next page) show the distribution of total recorded offences within Loughborough town 
centre and Loughborough CCTV area during the last two years. 

In 2003/04, the highest concentration of offences were recorded around Market Place, Market Street, 
High Street and Swan Street. There are six grid squares covering this area, shown on the map, with 
between 100 and 200 offences recorded within 2004/05. In 2004/05 the intensity of offences in this area 
has lessened, with only four grid squares recording between 100 and 200 offences. 

The main reduction in recorded offences in 2004/05 is along the pedestrianised area of Market Street and 
Carillon Court. Map 3.2b and 3.3b (next page) show a 28% reduction in the total number of recorded 
offences in Market Street and Carillon Court from 341 in 2003/04 to 245 in 2004/05. There has also been 
a decrease of 20% in total offences recorded in and around the Rushes shopping centre during the last 
year. 

Even though there has been an overall decrease of 5% in the number of recorded offences in 
Loughborough CCTV area there are streets which have had an increase. Biggin Street has seen an 
increase of 30% and Baxter Gate an increase of 48% in the last year. 

In order to more clearly understand the background of the changes in the number of recorded offences 
between 2003/04 and 2004/05 the remainder of this report examines the occurrence of different types of 
offences. 

1 For the purposes of this report Loughborough town centre is repre-
sented by the 2 kilometre by 2 kilometre area, represented by squares 
A1 to T20 inclusive, as shown in Appendix 12.1

3.1  Total Crime Overview 

3.2  Total Crime Hot-Spots 

Source : Leicestershire Constabulary CIS (June 2005) 
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Map 3.2a: Total Recorded Offences 
 April 2003 - March 2004 
 Loughborough Town Centre 
 by 100 metre Grid Square  

Map 3.3a: Total Recorded Offences 
 April 2004 - March 2005 
 Loughborough Town Centre 
 by 100 metre Grid Square  

Map 3.3b: Total Recorded Offences 
 April 2004 - March 2005 
 Loughborough CCTV Area 
 by 100 metre Grid Square  

Total Recorded Offences

100 to 200
50 to 100
10 to 50
5 to 10

all others

CCTV Area

Map 3.2b: Total Recorded Offences 
 April 2003 - March 2004 
 Loughborough CCTV Area 
 by 100 metre Grid Square  

Total of 2001 offences recorded in 
Loughborough CCTV area in 

2003/04 

Total of 1900 offences recorded in 
Loughborough CCTV area in 

2003/04 

Market Street & 
Carillon Court  

Market Street Market Street 

Biggin Street 

Biggin Street 

Baxter Gate 

�S
   Biggin Street 

30% increase 

The Rushes 

The Rushes 
20% decrease 

Market Street 
    28% decrease 

Baxter Gate 
    48% increase 

Source : Leicestershire Constabulary CIS (June 2005) 
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Charts 3.4 and 3.5 (below) show the proportion of each offence category recorded in Charnwood 
Borough and Loughborough CCTV area during the two year period, 2003/04 and 2004/05. The charts 
only include those offences listed in Appendix 12.2. 

3.3   Total Crime by Offence Type 

fraud & forgery (6%) 

Chart 3.4: Recorded offences in Charnwood Borough i n the last two years in rank order from largest 
proportion (violence against the person: 20%) to sm allest (miscellaneous: >1%) 

Bar width is proportional to the percentage of all crime for each crime category. Crime categories are displayed in ranked 
order left to right (highest proportion of all crime to lowest).  
Source: Leicestershire Constabulary, CIS.  
Percentages are rounded to the nearest whole number. Period covers April 2003 to March 2005. 
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Chart 3.4 shows the predominant offence types in Charnwood Borough are violence against the person 
(20%), damage (14%) and theft from vehicle (13%). In comparison, Chart 3.5 shows the predominant 
offence types within Loughborough CCTV area in the last two years are violence against the person (26%), 
theft (17%) and theft from store (12%). 

Violence against the person accounts for the largest proportion of offences for both the district and the 
CCTV area.  However, it is proportionately a bigger issue within the CCTV area (6% more). Other than 
violence against the person offences there is a noticeable difference in the profile of offence types within the 
CCTV area compared to the rest of Charnwood Borough. Theft (including the theft of unattended items) 
and theft from stores account for 17% and 12% of offences within the CCTV area respectively. Within 
Charnwood Borough damage and theft from vehicle account for 14% and 13% of offences respectively. So, 
those offence types which are more likely to in view of CCTV, such as damage and theft from vehicle, 
account for a lower proportion of total offences in the CCTV area compared to the proportion of offences 
within Charnwood Borough. 

Table 3.6 shows the total number of recorded offences in Loughborough CCTV area in the last 2 financial 
years, 2003/04 and 2004/05, split into separate offence categories. The table also shows the two year total 
for each offence category as a proportion of all recorded offences to show the relative magnitude of each 
category. 

offence type 2003/04 2004/05 Total actual % trend

violence against the person 484 515 999 31 6% �S

theft 358 318 676 -40 -11% �T

theft from store 239 247 486 8 3% �S

damage 170 165 335 -5 -3% �T

theft from motor vehicle 162 112 274 -50 -31% �T

theft from person 122 135 257 13 11% �S

fraud & forgery 133 89 222 -44 -33% �T

damage to motor vehicle 71 66 137 -5 -7% �T

burglary other 76 60 136 -16 -21% �T

theft of cycle 46 45 91 -1 -2% �T

robbery 32 33 65 1 3% �S

theft of motor vehicle 37 28 65 -9 -24% �T

drugs 13 45 58 32 246% �S

public order 29 21 50 -8 -28% �T

burglary dwelling 26 20 46 -6 -23% �T

miscellaneous 3 1 4 -2 -67% �T

total 2,001 1,900 3,901 -101 -5% �T

year-on-year change

Table 3.6: Changes in the number of recorded offences  in Loughborough CCTV area, 
2003/04 and 2004/05. 

Table 3.6 shows a 6% increase in violence against the person offences in 2004/05 compared to 2003/04. 

Theft offences include the theft of unattended personal items, such as mobile phones and handbags. There 
has been an 11% decrease in the recording of theft offences within the CCTV area in 2004/05. Also, the 
number of recorded theft from store or shoplifting offences has increased by 3% in 2004/05. 

Theft from motor vehicle offences has decreased by 31% in the last year. The number of recorded damage 
to motor vehicle and theft of motor vehicle offences have also reduced in Loughborough CCTV area in the 
last year. 

Source : Leicestershire Constabulary CIS (June 2005) 
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Chart 3.7 (below) shows the distribution of offences by offence type and day of week for those offences 
recorded within Loughborough CCTV area.  

Viewed horizontally, chart 3.7 shows the proportion of offences in each category relative to the weekly 
average number of recorded offences. Viewed vertically, chart 3.7 gives an indication of the predominant 
offence types recorded within each time period of each day. 

Chart 3.7 shows a much higher number of all offences on a Friday and Saturday night and to a lesser 
extent on Thursday night. On Saturday night the much higher than average occurrence of offences is true 
of all offence types included on the chart with the exception theft from stores.  

3.4   Total Crime by Time of Day and Day of Week Analysis 

Chart 3.7 : The weekly distribution of offences wit hin Loughborough CCTV Area 
 (April 2003 to March 2005) 

Day Night Day Night Day Night Day Night Day Night Day Night Day Night

all offences �} �| �} �| �} �| �} �~ �} �z �} �z �{ �|

violence against the person �{ �{ �{ �{ �{ �| �{ �z �{ �z �{ �z �{ �|
theft �| �| �} �| �} �| �~ �} �~ �~ �z �z �{ �{

theft from stores �z �{ �z �{ �z �{ �z �{ �z �{ �z �{ �{ �{
theft from person �{ �{ �| �{ �} �{ �~ �z �} �z �z �z �{ �}

theft from motor vehicle �} �} �} �~ �| �} �} �| �| �~ �} �z �| �}
damage �{ �~ �{ �} �{ �~ �{ �~ �} �z �} �z �| �z

damage to motor vehicle �} �} �| �{ �| �{ �} �z �} �z �} �z �{ �}

Friday Saturday SundayMonday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday

Source : Leicestershire Constabulary CIS (June 2005) - based on offences recorded between 01/04/2003 and 31/03/2005. 

The chart includes those offences where the interval in which the offence is recorded is less than 12 hours. This has been 
done to enable the weekly distribution of offences to be split not only by day of week but also into day-time and night-
time periods. The period defined as day-time starts at 06:00 and end at 17:59 and the period of night-time starts at 18:00 
and ends at 05:59 the following day. This is to effectively capture any peaks in offences around 00:00. 

Out of the total 3,901 recorded offences in the CCTV area in the two year period, 3,199 had a date and time recorded 
to the appropriate level of accuracy to be included on the chart (82%). This is a sufficient proportion of offences to 
provide a general weekly profile of the distribution of offences. 

Each dot represents the relative proportion of offences compared to the 
average number within the category during a typical week. Viewed 
horizontally the dots show the relative distribution of offences across a 
typical week.  
The legend shows what each dot represents. The general rule is: the less 
ink on the dot the lower the proportion of offences in that time period 
compared to the average for the week. 

�z much higher than average (+40% and over)

�~ higher than average (+21% to + 39%)

�} average (+/- 20%)

�| lower than average (-21% to -39%)

�{ much lower than average (-40% and over)
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Violence against the person offences include a wide range of offences with varying degrees of seriousness. 
For the purposes of this report violence against the person includes the following offence types. 

�x��homicide 
�x��threat or conspiracy to murder 
�x��wounding inflicted intentionally (GBH, ABH) 
�x��common assault 
�x��harassment, threats, provocation 
�x��possession of weapons 

Table 4.1 shows the number of violence against the person offences recorded in Charnwood Borough, 
Loughborough town centre and Loughborough CCTV scheme area for 2003/04 and 2004/05. 

In 2004/05 a total of 515 offences were recorded within the Loughborough CCTV scheme area, an 
increase of 6% on 2003/04, compared to a 32% increase across the whole of Charnwood Borough and a 
20% increase in Loughborough town centre. 

4. Violence Against the Person Offences 

2003/04 2004/05

Charnwood Borough 2,166 2,863 32%�S

Loughborough Town Centre 788 945 20%�S

Loughborough CCTV Area 484 515 6%�S

change

2003/04 2004/05 Total %

A.B.H. 219 237 8% �S 456 46%

harassment, alarm, distress 91 144 58% �S 235 24%

assault 137 113 -18% �T 250 25%

G.B.H. 29 11 -62% �T 40 4%

possession of offensive weapon 6 9 50% �S 15 2%

other 2 1 -50% �T 3 0%

total 484 515 6% �S 999 100%

change

Table 4.1 : Violence against the person offences re corded in Charnwood Borough, 
Loughborough Town Centre and Loughborough CCTV Area  2003/04 to 2004/05 

Table 4.2 : Violence against the person offence typ es recorded in Loughborough CCTV 
Scheme Area 2003/04 and 2004/05 

Table 2 shows in 2004/05 nearly half (46%) of the 515 violence against the person offences in the CCTV 
area were recorded as A.B.H., increasing by 8% compared to the previous year. The largest year-on-year 
increase in violence against the person are offences recorded as harassment, alarm or distress. Both 
assault and G.B.H. offences have seen a decrease in the last year. This shows that the underlying increase 
in violence against the person offences is largely down to less serious offences where wounding did not 
occur. 

Source : Leicestershire Constabulary CIS (June 2005) 

Source : Leicestershire Constabulary CIS (June 2005) 
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Map 4.4 (next page) shows the number of violence against the person offences recorded in Loughborough 
town centre, in each 100 metre grid square. The hot-spot area identified by the red squares contains the 
highest intensity of offences within the two year period. This hotspot area includes  

�x�� Market Street 
�x�� Swan Street 
�x�� Derby Square 
�x�� High Street 
�x�� Baxter Gate 
�x�� Biggin Street 
�x�� Market Place 

This hot-spot area contains a high concentration of licensed premises, both public houses and night clubs. 
There are also a number of taxi ranks and late night take-aways in this area. These factors will influence the 
likelihood of relatively high concentrations of individuals at certain times of day which is likely to have an 
impact on the volumes of offences recorded in this area. 

2003/04 2004/05 Total %

public place 303 334 10%�S 637 64%

licensed premises 109 108 -1%�T 217 22%

shop 20 25 25%�S 45 5%

dwelling 31 24 -23%�T 55 6%

commercial 16 12 -25%�T 28 3%

other 5 12 140% �S 17 2%

total 484 515 6% �S 999 100%

change

Table 4.3 : Location of violence against the person  offences recorded in 
Loughborough CCTV Scheme Area (April 2003 to March 2005) 

Table 4.3 shows that  approximately two thirds of violence against the person offences in Loughborough 
CCTV area occur within a public place, the majority of these being in the street. In 2004/05 there has 
been a 10% increase in violence against the person offences occurring in a public place compared to 
2003/04. Also, over 20% of violence against the person offences recorded within the CCTV camera area 
occurred on a licensed premises.  

Source : Leicestershire Constabulary CIS (June 2005) 
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Map 4.4 : Violence against the person offences reco rded in Loughborough Town 
Centre  by 100 metre grid square (April 2003 to Mar ch 2005) 

Number of Offences
by 100m Grid Square

50 to 167
10 to 50
5 to 10
1 to 5

CCTV scheme area

Number of offences recorded in 
the CCTV area by 100 metre 
grid square between April 2003 
to March 2005. 

Source : Leicestershire Constabulary CIS (June 2005) 
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2003/04 2004/05

Charnwood Borough 1,433 1,408 -2%�T

Loughborough Town Centre 538 487 -9%�T

Loughborough CCTV Area 358 318 -11%�T

change

2003/04 2004/05 Total %

licensed premises 161 127 -21%�T 288 43%

public place 71 72 1%�S 143 21%

shop 38 44 16%�T 82 12%

commercial 31 33 6%�S 64 9%

bank 31 25 -19%�S 56 8%

other 26 17 -35% �T 43 6%

total 358 318 -11% �T 676 100%

change

5.  Theft 

Theft offences include the theft of unattended personal items, such as mobile phones and handbags. This 
offence category does not include theft from person, theft from store or theft from motor vehicle, all of  
which are included as separate categories within the report. 

Table 5.1 (below) shows the number of theft offences recorded in Charnwood Borough, Loughborough 
town centre and Loughborough CCTV area for 2003/04 and 2004/05. 

In 2004/05 a total of 318 theft offences were recorded in Loughborough CCTV area, a decrease of 11% 
compared to the previous year. This decrease in the town centre is reflected in the decreases 
experienced in Loughborough town centre, down 9%, and the whole of Charnwood Borough, down 2%, 
during the same time period. 

Table 5.1: Theft offences recorded in Charnwood Bor ough and 
Loughborough Town Centre and Loughborough CCTV Area  
(April 2003 to March 2005) 

Table 5.2: Location of theft offences recorded in L oughborough CCTV 
Scheme Area (April 2003 to March 2005) 

Table 5.2 shows that nearly half of theft offences (43%) within the CCTV area are recorded at licensed 
premises. This figure is down considerably in 2004/05, decreasing by 21% compared to the previous year. 

The number of thefts recorded in public places within the CCTV area, which includes streets, parks and 
the market place, has remained static across the two year period. 

Though they only account for 12% of the theft offences in the CCTV area, the largest increase in theft 
was recorded in shops, up by 16% in 2004/05 compared to the previous year. 

Source : Leicestershire Constabulary CIS (June 2005) 

Source : Leicestershire Constabulary CIS (June 2005) 
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Map 5.3 (above) shows the number of theft offences recorded in Loughborough town centre in each 100 
metre grid square. The hot-spot area identified by the red squares contains the highest intensity of theft 
offences within the two year period. This hotspot area includes the main retail and entertainment areas 
within Loughborough town centre, particularly along High Street  the Market Place. This hotspot area 
includes  

�x�� Market Street 
�x�� Swan Street 
�x�� High Street 
�x�� Biggin Street 
�x�� Market Place 
�x�� The Rushes Shopping Centre 
�x�� Wards End 

There is only one grid square outside the CCTV area with more than 10 recorded theft offences in the 
two year period. The close up of the hot-spot shows that this grid square includes Charnwood Leisure 
Centre and car park. 

Number of Offences
by 100 metre grdi square

20 to 78
10 to 20
5 to 10
1 to 5

CCTV scheme area

Map 5.3: Theft offences recorded in Loughborough To wn Centre  by 100 metre grid 
square (April 2003 to March 2005) 

Number of offences recorded in 
the CCTV area by 100 metre 
grid square between April 2003 
to March 2005. 

Close Up of Hot-spot area 

Source : Leicestershire Constabulary CIS (June 2005) 

Charnwood 
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