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Loughborough and Shepshed footpaths made easier for strollers, pilgrims and workaday walkers 
Footpaths west of Loughborough and around Shepshed are now easier to use thanks to an improvement scheme recently completed for Leicestershire County Council. Stiles have been replaced by gaps in hedges or easy to use gates to improve accessibility; also path surface have been improved and overgrowth cleared in an area stretching out as far as Hathern and Long Whatton. The £47,000 scheme is one of a series around the county which aim to get people to walk more and encourage use of local paths for everyday journeys and access out into the countryside.

Whether it’s a pilgrimage, for wildlife watching, or just a country stroll, the route towards Mount St. Bernard’s Abbey from Brick Kiln Lane in Shepshed is now a much easier walk. All the stiles on this pleasant path, which passes Blackbrook reservoir, have been removed or replaced with gates. At Long Whatton the path from the school fields to Ashby Road is also stile free with the agreement of Graeme Matravers of the Manor Organic Farm. 
"The new gates are much better for anyone who struggles with steps on stiles and also make it easier for dog walkers and families with smaller children" comments Ernie White, Cabinet Lead Member for Community Services. “We’ve targeted routes where gates or gaps in fences will bring real benefits and agreed the work with the local landowners” he added.
In Loughborough the path south from Stonebow bridge now has improved surfacing to make it usable in all weathers, after requests from councillors and members of the public. Near Shepshed, the link from the Jubilee Path to White Horse Wood has been surfaced in response to public demand.
In total 41 unnecessary stiles have been removed and replaced by 12 kissing gates and 15 hand gates. Leicestershire is well known for the yellow-topped waymark posts which help show the way on footpaths; 50 new ones have been put-in and 194 existing ones repainted on this project. Where footpaths start from a road 40 new signs have been installed showing where the path goes to and the distance. The project has also included routine maintenance to rights of way across the area, including urban paths in Loughborough, to keep the network in a good and usable condition.
Note for Editors

The project is part of a five year programme, focusing on paths in or near urban areas, being undertaken by the County Council under the Local Transport Plan. Most people in Leicestershire have paths almost on their doorstep with 94% living within 500 metres of a footpath or bridleway. Walking is the easiest way to have some fresh air and exercise and local paths are an ideal way to explore more. More information about where to walk or ride is on the web at www.leics.gov.uk/paths
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