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SUMMARY



Our vision:

Leicestershire is pursuing a clear vision for
sustainable waste management and resource
use. Waste should first be prevented from arising,
be reused, recycled or composted. Any residual
waste that has not been reused, recycled or
composted should be treated before disposal so
that further value can be recovered and so that
the impact of final disposal is minimised. Through
the collaborative efforts of the Partnership, a
majority of Leicestershire’s waste will be recycled
by 2010, growth in waste production will be in
decline and local communities will be taking
responsibility for the waste they produce.

Our Strategy is based on the

following steps:

« First we will seek to reduce the amount of waste
being created;

» Second we will seek to reuse items that can
be put to good use;

« Third we will seek to recycle and compost as
much waste as we can;

< Fourth we will treat the remaining waste to
reduce our reliance on landfill and minimise the
environmental impact of waste disposal.
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The chart above shows how we aim to deal with
our waste in future years.

How are we going to get there?

The diagram below shows what we think the
Strategy will achieve over time. Progressively less
waste will be sent to landfill each year and recycling
and composting will both increase significantly.
We are also actively working to prevent waste
arising whilst reusing as much as possible. A
growing proportion of waste will also be treated
before disposal, with the amount shown here
being a minimum.
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Reducing the amount of waste created
Research has shown that reducing packaging
waste and increasing home composting are the
most effective ways of

preventing waste.
We are committed
to making waste
prevention a priority
and we have a
number of planned
initiatives
to tackle
this.

These include:

e promoting and supporting home composting

* helping households reduce the amount of
junk mail they receive

» developing our successful real nappies
campaign with financial help and further
promotion

« lobbying to try to prevent excess packaging

Reusing not throwing away

Many things we throw away have the potential
to be reused. We are considering a number of
initiatives so that others might make use of them
instead of sending them to landfill. These include:

= having reuse containers at Recycling &
Household Waste Sites so that furniture and
electrical goods can be left to be reused by
charities

« having wood banks at Recycling & Household
Waste Sites so that timber that might
otherwise have been thrown away can be
reused

= examining the possibility of extending the paint
reuse scheme around the County.

Recycling & Composting
Central to our Strategy is maximising recycling
and composting. Leicestershire’s current

impressive performance in recycling is largely due
to providing all households with regular recycling
collections. We aim to be recycling nearly 60%
of household waste by 2017. Collecting kitchen
food waste for composting is common in
European countries that are achieving these levels
of recycling. Our plans include:

= continuing and developing our recycling
collection services so that households are
able to separate the maximum amount of waste
suitable for recycling and composting

* investigating the feasibility of a food waste
collection service in addition to the existing
garden waste collections

» making changes at the Recycling & Household
Waste Sites so they collect more for recycling
and composting than they do for disposal.

Treatment of the remaining waste
Waste treatment includes a variety of techniques
and technologies that can be used to treat mixed
waste. These processes recover additional
materials for recycling and in some cases also
recover energy from the waste through thermal
treatment. They also help to minimise the
environmental impact of waste disposal. We are
looking to:

» set up new waste treatment facilities
« reduce the amount of waste we send untreated
to landfill by at least 110,000 tonnes by 2015.



Awareness & Involvement

We recognise that all our plans can only be

achieved if the people of Leicestershire believe in

the importance of the issues and make effective

use of the services. To that end we will be:

e investing in raising awareness among all
residents in Leicestershire.

Each year the Partnership will be reviewing our
plans to adapt them to new circumstances. It
may be that new ideas and new technologies
offer us better and more cost-effective ways of
dealing with Leicestershire’s waste. Every five
years there will be a full-scale strategy review,
with the next scheduled for 2010. We will:
 involve the people of Leicestershire in the review
in 2010.

Developing waste management
infrastructure

The Waste Management Strategy will require new
state-of-the-art waste management facilities to
be built. Leicestershire County and Leicester City
Councils are preparing a Waste Development
Framework that will include a document with
proposals and policies to identify and guide where
new facilities will be built.

If you require information contained in this publication in any other version eg large print, Braille, tape
or an alternative language please call 0116 265 8384 or email ajharper@leics.gov.uk
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If you would like to contact the Partnership
regarding the contents of this summary
please call us on:

0116 265 8384

www.lesswaste.org.uk

Leicestershire Waste Management Partnership
County Hall, Glenfield, Leicestershire LE3 8RJ
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