Lead SENCO Support

Lead SENCos are experienced and effective practitioners who are provided with time out of their own school to support other SENCOs.  

Lead SENCos are available to support SENCos in the following areas: 

a) Answering general SEN related questions [usually by phone]

b) Supporting, either by ‘phone or in person, SENCos completing a task for the first time, for example filling in an Appendix B form for the first time

c) Supporting practical curriculum development e.g. helping with differentiation, modelling teaching or undertaking paired teaching  [ A “Request for involvement”  form is required for such support, completed by the Head Teacher]
d) Supporting new SENCos in operational and management tasks. 

Lead SENCOs would work mainly with the school’s SENCo and, in some cases, individual staff members but would not carry out group staff training, pupil assessments or direct pupil teaching. Their work is not a replication of that carried out by the Specialist Teaching Service or our team. Their particular strength lies in their hands-on experience of learning and teaching.

There are currently 6 Lead SENCOs and each one is working within a particular area of the county:

Fiona Castle

- Orchard Primary School
 
[01455 283247]


Jane Smith

- Langmoor Primary School 

[0116 2712776]


Alison Brown

- Woodstone Community Primary 
[01530 519473]

Linda Bickley

- Manor High School


[0116 2714941]

Carolyn Hall

- St Marys, Melton


[01664 562500]

Lindsay Dixon 
- Shelthorpe Primary 


[01509 212227]

This service is FREE, there is no extra cost to your school for this service. However, it is expected that visits will occur during school hours.

The amount of support provided from a Lead SENCO will be dependent on the nature required and will be negotiated with the school. Each Lead SENCO is, however, provided with a very limited time to carry out this role.

If you have any further queries regarding this support, please do not hesitate to contact us on 0116 305 6383.

Request for involvement of Lead SENCO

Name of School 

Name of Headteacher

Name of school SENCO 

Nature of support required









Any further relevant details





Name of person in school to contact

Headteacher (signature)


Please return this form to 

           Helen Webb


Advisory Teacher for SEN Team,

School Improvement and Performance Service,

Room G30

Leicestershire County Council,


County Hall,


Glenfield,


Leicestershire, LE3 8RF.







