Spot the difference

‘Ladybird, ladybird, fly away home,

Your house is on fire, your children are gone,

All but one, and her name is Anne,

And she crept under the frying pan.’
Ladybirds have a round body that looks like half a pea, are less than 12mm long, have small heads, short, clubbed antennae, and short legs that are only visible when they are walking.  They come in a variety of colours, often bright red or yellow, with black, red, white or yellow spots.  The bright colours give the ladybirds some protection because bright colours warn predators, such as birds, that they taste unpleasant.  Ladybird larvae are also brightly coloured, usually grey or blue, with orange or yellow markings.  They play an important role as insect predators in nature.

Ladybirds can be found in almost every type of terrestrial habitat in Britain.  Species such as the 7-spot occur anywhere where plants with aphids are found, at almost anytime of year. Conservationists are concerned that a new Asian species of ladybird has been noted to be spreading across the UK and elsewhere in Europe it has lead to native ladybird species being under threat. The Harlequin is a better competitor and eats more food than native species. Their voracious appetite also means that if food is short they can turn to eating smaller British ladybirds, butterfly eggs and caterpillars.

Ladybirds are loved by the public, and by sending in your records of them, you are contributing to our knowledge of how well invertebrates are coping with the fast pace of change in the modern world.

To find out more information, contact the Holly Hayes Environment and Resources Centre, 216 Birstall Road, Leicestershire LE4 4DG, telephone (0116) 2671950, e-mail wildlife@leics.gov.uk or visit www.leics.gov.uk/celebrating_wildlife.












