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The English version was a translation from a French edition – not printed professionally – under the same name, which was published between 10 February 1936 and 10 August 1939. The editor of the French edition of Kulturkampf was the former chief of the German press service Karl Spiecker (1888–1953). A former Centre Party politician, Spiecker had been a spokesman of both the German Foreign Office and the German government in the 1920s. In the early 1930s he had been in the service of the Ministry of the Interior as a Special Commissioner for the Fight against Nazism, but his plan to deport Hitler, who had not gained German citizenship, found no support in Brüning’s government. After Hitler’s seizure of power Spiecker moved to France, where in c.1936–1937 he set up the German Freedom Party, an organization of émigrés, which considered itself the foreign counterpart of a German conspiratorial opposition. The Freedom Party published the so-called Deutsche Freiheitsbriefe, leaflets which were smuggled into Germany (and which were subsidized by the French government). Spiecker was therefore considerably more than a commentator on religious persecution in Germany, though he was that too, publishing a book entitled Hitler Against Christ (Hitler gegen Christus) in 1936 under the pseudonym Miles Ecclesiae and thereafter editing the French edition of Kulturkampf. He moved to London before the fall of France and was well thought of by the American OSS as a ‘prominent Catholic’ by 1943 as well as a potential special witness for the Nuremberg prosecutions. At the end of World War II, Spiecker published Germany from Defeat to Defeat (1945). In 1949, he joined Konrad Adenauer’s CDU and obtained a ministerial position in the Land government of North Rhine–Westphalia.

