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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE TERM KULTURKAMPF
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It is very unusual to come across such a statement under the banner of a magazine or newsletter. But then the newsletter – entitled Kulturkampf. News Bulletin of the Religious Policy of  the Third Reich – was no ordinary publication. Kulturkampf, or ‘Culture War / Struggle’, was a term used to describe Bismarck’s attack on the Catholic Church between 1871 and 1878, and had a resonance particularly with Catholics. A speaker at a Catholic youth rally in Berlin in January 1931 argued that the Catholic Church faced a new struggle that would make the Kulturkampf seem like ‘child’s play’. The term ‘new Kulturkampf’ to describe the threat posed by Nazism was used in a declaration of  the Bavarian bishops of 7 September 1932 even before Hitler’s rise to power. It was also used by Cardinal Pacelli – the future Pope Pius XII – in December 1933. The Kulturkampf newsletter distinguished between the first Kulturkampf and the second in its issue no. 110 (13 January 1939). But neither the term Kulturkampf nor that of Kirchenkampf has been found to be totally satisfactory by recent historians of the Nazi assault on the Christian Churches.

