THE KULTURKAMPF NEWSLETTERS 

THE KULTURKAMPF ASSOCIATION IN ENGLAND

The English version of the newsletter was published by the Kulturkampf Association, 10 Southampton Buildings, Chancery Lane, London, WC2. Very little is known about the members of the Association in England, which also seems to have used the name League for the Defence of  Christianity. The first editor was the experienced translator Conrad Bonacina. The treasurer of the association was Mrs Margrieta Beer (1871–1951), an active convert to Roman Catholicism who maintained links with the Protestant Churches and visited Austria after the Anschluss. The publication was financed, it seems, by Erwin Kraft with the encouragement of George Bell, Bishop of Chichester. Norman Angell and Dorothy Buxton were also associated with the publication. The printers, Samuel Walker of Hinckley, Leicestershire, had strong links with the Catholic Church and indeed proclaimed themselves the leading Catholic printers in the English language in 1939. It seems that it had a circulation of some 2,500 copies and was propagated in part by the efforts of Dorothy Buxton.

In a letter to Bishop George Bell on 7 January 1938, Kraft commented: ‘it is still my hope that the Kulturkampf Association may grow into a movement capable of  bringing home to the English speaking world the true facts about Nazism. You may have noticed that our committee, apart from Mrs Kraft and myself, consists of six Protestants and six Catholics, and I hope it will be possible to obtain [a] growing measure of support from the press …’ The Newsletter claimed to be ‘the only regular source of information as to the religious crisis in Germany’, and documented both Catholic and Protestant events. It also noted the Papal stance against Nazi racial theory in Newsletter 91 (14 May 1938) and denounced the Nazi persecution of the Jews in Newsletter 109 (22 December 1938).

