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Introduction

This paperexamineshe exit of Hindus and Sikhs from Lahoreat the time of Partitionin
1947.Until the beginningof the 1940s,Lahorewas celebratedas a paragonof communal
harmony A religiously mixed andvariedpopulationhadcontinuouslyived in it eversinceit
fell to the Afghansin the early 11" century.Accordingto the 1941 populationcensusthe
total populationof the Municipality of Lahorewas671,659 out of which Muslims constituted
a majority of 64.50per cent.Exceptfor a small Christiancommunityand someindividuals
from otherminor groupstherestwereHindusandSikhswho togethemadeup 36 percentof
the population.In the LahoreDistrict asa whole the situationwas similar. Muslims were
60.62percentwhile Hindusand Sikhstogetherformed39.38per centof the population.The
Hindusand Sikhs,however,ownedthe overwhelmingbulk of the propertyin the city andin
the district’ Communaltensionsbeganto rise in the winter of 1945-46when provincial
electionswereheld.In March 1947 the first communalclashegook placein Lahore.When
Partitiontook place,afew monthslaterin mid-August,Lahorehadbeenemptiedof almostall
the Hindusand Sikhs. The demographiconsequencesf suchchangewereindeedprofound
and everlasting.

The departingHindus and Sikhsleft behindmany remnantsb buildings, residential
coloniesandcharitableinstitutions- thatarereminiscentof their oncevery visible presence
here.Fromtime to time official policy hassoughtto Olslamisefile namef placesjocalities
and buildings bearingnon-Muslim names.It is difficult to assesshe succesgate of such
attemptsputit seemghatfor sometime to comethe Hindu-Sikhheritagewill continueto be
echoedn popularusage Especiallyplaceswhich continueto servethe peopleof Lahoresuch
asSir GangaRamHospital, GulabDevi Hospital,JanKi Devi Hospital,Dayal SinghCollege
andDayal SinghLibrary (someyearsagoafire destroyednanyof the booksin it) arelikely
to retain these names.

A minusculeuppercasteHindu minority comprisinga few hundredpeoplestayedon
in 1947 ,however Most peopledid notknow of its existenceln Decembel992theinfamous
demolitionof the Babri mosqueat the handsof Hindu fanaticstook placein Ayodhyain the
Indian stateof Uttar PradeshThey alsokilled many Muslims. The reactionin Lahorewas
fierce. Angry crowds went aroundon a rampage.The old Hindu templeswere razed.

Accordingto an article written by BhavnaVij in Thelndian Expressof 3 May 2000,some



Hinduswerealsomurderedn Lahore.SheinterviewedSuryaPrakasiSharmawvho confided
in herthathe now usesa Christianname,PeterJosephfor himselfto escapeeasydetection.
Sodo his wife andchildren.Many otherHindushaveassumedhe samestrategyor converted
to Christianity?

Purpose of the study

This study seeksan answerto the following main question:What happenedn Lahorein
1947, how and wi¥y

In this connectionjt is alsointerestingto ponderwhattype of societyLahorebecamen
the post-Partition era. Two questions are therefore posed to shed light on that theme:

1. How did forced migrationandethniccleansingmpacton the demographictructure
and cultural identity of Lahore?

2. Did Lahore become OhomogeneousO after Partition?

Research problem

On 23 March1940the All-India Muslim Leaguedemandean its annualsessiorat Lahorethe
creationof a separatéMuslim state(s) in the Muslim-majority areasof India. It contestedhe
provincial electionsin thewinter of 1945-46o0n sucha platformandreceiveda clearmandate
from the Muslim votersin its favour. Not surprisinglythe majority of HindusandSikhswere
opposedo suchadivision. During 1946 communalriots betweenHindusandMuslims took
placein Calcutta,Noakhali,Bihar andsomeotherplaces Harrowingscene®f barbarismand
bestiality were enacted but on a limited scale.Punjab,a Muslim-majority province with
substantialHindu and Sikh minorities, escapedunscathedhat first round of communal
violencebut the horrorsthatlay in storefor it a few monthslater completelydwarfedevents
elsewhere on the Subcontinent.

Fromthe beginningof 1947relationsin Punjabbetweenpn the onehand,the Hindu-
Sikh community(in the contextof the 1947 riots Hindus and Sikhs canbe consideredne
community)and,on the other,the Muslim community(at thattime comprisingall sectsand
tendenciespecameenseasBritish rule in the Subcontinennearedits end.In early March



communalclashesoccurredin Lahoreandimmediatelyspreado otherpartsof the province.
As the daysand weekspassedhe attacksbecamemore frequent,more pitiless and more
organisedThey continueduntil the endof thatyear.The mostintenseperiodwasthe couple
of monthsbeforeand after mid-August. The writ of the statecould easily be flouted and
anarchyandchaosprevailed. In typical HobbesiartermsLahoreandthe Punjabhadlapsed
into the dreadedDstatef natureCHowever,insteadof a Owanf all againstall® asHobbes
conceivedf in the stateof nature a Owapf communities®Beganto rage. The crucial question
everyonewantedan answerto wasundoubtedlythe following: Will Punjabgo asa wholeto

Pakistanasthe Muslim Leaguewashoping,or, will it bedivided betweernPakistarandindia,

asthe Sikh leadersandthe Indian National Congressiemanded®™o decisionto allocatethe
whole provinceto Pakistaror to divide it betweerthe two statesvould havesatisfiedall the
threegroups.For the inhabitantsof Lahorethe life and deathquestionwas, of course:On

what side of the international border will Lahore end up?

It wasindeedthe mostimportantcity of north-westerrindia, havingbeena provincial
capitalunderthe Mughals,the capitalof the Sikh kingdomandagainthe provincial capitalof
Punjabunderthe British. Locatedon the easterrbanksof River Raviandsituatedmoreor less
in the uppermiddle part of the united Punjab,it hadfor centuriesenjoyedgreateconomic,
political and military significance.Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs D all had valid historical,
culturalandemotionalclaimsandtiesto it. Thereforethe battlefor Lahorewasfoughton all
frontsandby all meanspolitical, legal, bruteforce andterror.In the final roundLahorewas
awardedto Pakistan.Suddenlyit becamea bordercity. It retainedits statusasa provincial
capital, but that of a truncated Punjab, namely the Pakistani West Punjab.

The clashover Lahoreepitomiseshe humantragedythat Partitionimposedon the
Punjabis.At the end of 1947 Lahorehad transformedirom a multi-communalcity into an
almostexclusively OMuslim®ne. This patternof demographicchangewas by no means
unique.All tracesof anindigenousMuslim presenceverewiped out from severalcitiesin
easterrPunjab,which wentto India, while in westernPunjabicitiesHindusandSikhsbecame
conspicuoudy theirabsenceThefate of thosewho lived in therural areasvasno better.The
sole exceptionwas the town of Malerkotlain EastPunjabwhoseMuslim populationwas
sparedby the Sikh hordesbecausenorethantwo hundredyearsearlierthe Muslim nawabof
Malerkotlahadshownmercyto the minor childrenof Guru GobindSingh,in defianceof the
orders of the Mughal state.



Suchanexceptionapart,thefirst realexperimenin ethniccleansingafterthe Second
World War took placein Punjab.The earliestestimategut the figure at 200,000to 500,000
killed. Laterthe figure of onemillion wasmentionedn manyworks. More recentestimates
put the figure in the neighbourhoodf two million killed. The exactnumberwill neverbe
known. Some12 to 15 million peoplewereforcibly transferredbetweenthe two states.It
createdhebiggestsinglerefugeesituationin history. Hundredsof thousand®f womenwere
abductedby men of a different religion, of which at least 75,000 were raped® The
distinguishingfeatureof the SouthAsian, or morecorrectlyandaccuratelyPunjabi,holocaust
wasthat all the threereligious groupswereits victims. Ironically its perpetrator$elonged
also to all of them.

Existing literature and information on the communal riots in Lahore

The Partition riots have beena tabooin official Indian and Pakistanihistoriographies,
althoughthe standardofficial versionsof the eventswhich led to Partition, are documented
in greatdetail by both sides Many classicworks of modernSouthAsian shortstory, novel
andpoetrydealwith the Partitionsagahowever.Whatthe constraintf official correctness
andstrategyhavepreventedscholarlyresearcHrom probingbecamean avenuefor someof
the most sensitive and creative works in literature.

Fromthe Indianside,two reportson the Punjabriots compiledsoonafter Partitionare
available.S. GurbacharSingh Talib collecteddatafor the Sikh religious organisationthe
Shiromani GurdwaraParbandhakCommittee (SGPC),and presentedhem in his book,
Muslim LeagueAttackon SikhsandHindusin the Punjab1947.Talib argueghatthe Muslim
Leaguewantedthe whole of Punjaband,therefore plannedthe expulsionby all meansof
SikhsandHindusfrom it. Thefirst manifestatiorof sucha designwasthe massacref Sikhs
and Hindus in the Rawalpindi division in early March 1947,

He seeksto demonstratehat the Muslim Leaguebits top leadersincluding Jinnah,
andtheregionalandlocal leadersand cadres especiallythe Muslim National Guard,were
involvedin sucha grandconspiracyand,exceptfor Abdul GhaffarKhan andhis followers,
the Muslims community as a whole participatedin that project. In this conspiracythe
predominantlyMuslim police playeda leadingrole. Accordingto Talib, the Ototahumberof
police constablesn Punjabwere 24,095,out of whom 17,848were Muslims, 6167 Hindus



andSikhscombinedand80 Europeansind Anglo-Indians®The Islamic call to jihad andthe
conceptof kafir (unbeliever)employedto demoniseSikhsandHindusfurnishedthe psycho-
culturalbasedor the aggressioragainsinon-Muslims.He quotesseveralprovocativeslogans
andstatementsf Muslim leaderggiving the call to violenceandeliminationof non-Muslims
from the future Pakistah.

Talib alsoallegesthatalthoughMuslimswerein anoverallminority in easterrPunjab
they werethe first to usemob violenceandterror againstSikhs and Hindus. Especiallyin
Amritsar suchattacksstartedalreadyin February. In aninterviewgivento the presentauthor,
Mrs JasjitSharmagavegreatdetailsof attacksinitiated againstHindusand Sikhsby Muslim
mobsin Amritsar. Sherememberedhat the Muslim police openly assistedthose mobs.
Retired Colonel V.K. Kapur, who was only elevenyearsold at that time, had traumatic
memoriesof communalriots in Amritsar, but believedthat all communitieswere guilty of
those crimes.

As regardsthe situationin Lahore,Talib presentgraphicdetailsin severalpagesof
manyinstance®f killing, burningandlooting by Muslims. Allegedly Nawablftikhar Hussain
Mamdot, SardarShaukatHayat, Mian Iftikharuddin, Begum Shahnawaand other Muslim
leadersdirected the attackson the Sikhs and Hindus in Lahore? Further, that the
predominantly Muslim administrationaided and abettedthe attackers.Among them
MagistrateG.M. Cheemawas the most notorious? It is interestingto note that lan Talbot
mentionsa Hindu counterparbf Cheemawho let hell looseuponthe Muslimsin anothercity,
OE Sita Ram, the Deputy Superintendenof Police, Ambala, supervisedan assaulton a
refugee train on 1 September which claimed 1,000 live€E.O

Talib informs that the district magistrateof Lahore,Mr Eustacejssueda pressreport
in which he allegedthat the Muslim goondagcriminals)of Lahorehadreceivedfrom their
co-religionistcounterpartsn Amritsar a packetcontainingchurian)s (glassbangles)and
mehndi (henna).lt was a bizzareantic meantto shamethem for their unmanlinessand
cowardiceat not finishing off Hindusand Sikhs,evenwhenLahorewasa Muslim-majority
city. The Muslim goondasvereincenseddy thatinsult. Thereafteitheyindulgedin a spreeof
stabbingandkilling.** Talib doesnot mentionon whatdateEustacemadethis announcement,
but from G. D. KhoslaOsiccountof the sameeventit seemsthat it occurredsometime
betweenl10 and 13 May. On 9 May the Muslim criminals of Amritsar dramatically

accelerated their attacks on non-Muslims and on 14 May mayhem broke out in‘Eahore.



Any mentionof counter-violencéby Sikh andHindusin Lahoreis absentn TalibOs
accounthowever.He alsorejectsthe counter-chargéhatthe Sikhshadhatcheda conspiracy
to empty easternPunjabof Muslims so that their co-religionistsuprootedfrom the western
partcouldberelocatedhereanda compactSikh majority achievedn contiguousareas? The
Sikh reprisalsagainstMuslims in EastPunjabare explainedmerely as a reaction,which
assumedilarmingproportionsonly after Pakistanhad comeinto beingon 14 August.lIt is
further assertedhat a million Sikh and Hindu refugeeshad alreadyin April arrived from
WestPunjab,mainly from the Rawalpindidivision, to the variouscampsin the easterrpart
following the first major large-scale attacks in that part in early Match .

In the othercompilationof dataon the partitionriots, SternReckoning,JusticeG. D.
Khosla,formerly of the PunjabHigh Court, tracesthe history of Hindu-Muslim tensionand
mutual suspicionto at leastthe beginningof the 20" century®® The implication is that the
eventsof 1947haddeephistoricalandreligiousroots.His findings affirm, however thatthe
Muslim League|ts leadersandcadresjnitiated the riots that continuedasa one-sidedaffair
until mid August. The attackson Muslimsin easterrPunjabagainstMuslimswerea reaction
to the preceding events in West Punfab.

From the Pakistaniside, comparableextensivereportson the riots have not been
prepareddy anyreligiousor political organisation.ChaudhriMuhammadAli wasoneof the
two memberf the SteeringCommittee which wasresponsiblgo the Partition Council for
the administrativetasksinvolved in the PartitionprocessHe representedPakistan Later he
was prime ministerof Pakistanduring 1955-56.In his book, The Emergencef Pakistan,he
allegesthatthe Sikh leadershipat the highestlevel, especiallythe Maharajasof Patialaand
Kapurthala,were involved in a macabreconspiracyto wipe out all Muslims from East
Punjab.Hindus alsotook partin the killing orgiesbut the main culprits were Sikhs!’ As
regardghe partisanbehaviourof the police in the easterrareashe quotesa British officer of
the PunjabBoundaryForcewho remarked OTherevasno caseon recordof a Sikh or Hindu

policeman having shot any one except a Muslfidgquotes another British official:

On 15 August the day of liberation was strangelycelebratedn the Punjab.During the
afternoona Sikh mob paradeda numberof Muslim womennakedthroughthe streetsof
Amritsar, rapedthemandhackedsomeof themto pieceswith kirpansandburnedthe others
alive®?



About the attackson Hindus and Sikhsin Lahore,ChaudhriMuhammadAli maintainsthat
thosewerereprisalsthat took placeonly after refugeesarrivedwith their talesof woe from
eastern Punjab. There was no organised plan to attack non-Muslims in ahore.

The former chief justice of the Pakistansupremecourt, MuhammadMunir, who was
one of the two membersnominatedby the Muslim Leagueto the Punjab Boundary
Commissionandwasthereforeuniquelyinvolvedin a directandpersonaimannerin thevery
lastofficial exerciseunderthe auspice®f the colonialgovernmento translatePartitioninto a
legal reality, madesomerevelationson that periodin his book, From Jinnahto Zia. He
admitsthatthefirst large-scaleommunalattackin Punjaboccurredin the Rawalpindiregion
againstSikhsand Hindus and its perpetratorsvere Muslims. He points out, however,that
whenJinnahwasinformed aboutthoseattackshe instructedan immediatecessatiorto the
atrocities?! (this assertioris controversialThe Muslim Leagueleadersaregenerallybelieved
to have said nothing publicly on this mat®r.

Munir reiterateghe chargethatthe Sikhshada planto eradicateall tracesof a Muslim
presencen the easterrpartsof Punjab,but thatit cameinto effectonly afterthe Rawalpindi
massacre¥. Referringto the statusof Lahore,he allegesthat the Sikhs tried to bribe the
membersof the BoundaryCommissioninto awardingit to India. Further,thatthe Chairman
Sir Cyril Radcliffehaddecidecdto awardLahoreto India, but his (MunirOs}piritedprotestied

to a reversal of that decisiéh.

The famous Sikh writer and historian KhushwantSingh wrote an article OLasDays in
Lahore:From the brittle securityof an elite rooftop, a view of a city burning®én the 50"
anniversanryf Partition.Accordingto him, the escalationn rioting occurredin mid-June He

observes:

Thescorewasinvariablyin favourof Muslims,the chiefreasorfor Muslims havingthe upper
handwasthatthe umpireswereMuslims. 80 percentof PunjabPolicewasMuslim; the state
governmentwas Muslim-dominatedlt wasthe samestory all over westernPunjab.Hindus
andSikhshadbegunpulling out of Muslim-dominatedownsto Lahore.And finding Lahore
equallyunsafe trudgedon to Amritsarandtownsof easterrPunjabwhereHindusand Sikhs
outnumbered Muslims.

ThatJuneafternoonof 1947remainsetchedin my mind. | hadreturnedfrom the high
courtwhen| heardthe uproar.l ran up to the roof of my apartmentThe sunburntdown
fiercely overthe city. Fromthe centrebillowed out a hugecloud of denseplacksmoke.l did
not haveto makeguessesthe Hindu-Sikh mohallaof Shahalmiwas going up in flames.
Muslim goondashad brokenthe back of non-MuslimresistanceAfter Shahalmi,the fight



went of out of the Hindus and Sikhs of Lahore.We remainedmute spectatorgo Muslim
Leaguesupportersnarchingin disciplinedphalanxeshanting:PakistanKa NaaraKya? La-
llaha-lllilah (Whatis the Sloganof Pakistant is thatthereis no God but Allah, authorOs
note).

The turmoil hadlittle impacton the well to do that lived aroundLawrenceGardens
(todayO8agh-e-Jinnah)and on either side of the canal,which ran on the easternend of
Lahore.We went aboutin our carsto our offices, spenteveningsplaying tennis at the
Cosmopolitaror the GymkhanaClub, haddinnerpartieswhereScotchwhich costRs. 11 per
bottle flowed like watersof the Ravi. In elite residentialareasthe old bonhomieof Hindu-
Muslim bhai bhaisim (Hindus and Muslims are brothers, authorOs note) continuedE.

ThejuggernaugatheredspeedHindusandSikhsbeganto sell propertiesandslip out
towardseasterriPunjab.Oneday| foundmy neighbouron onesidehadpaintedin largeUrdu
calligraphyParseeKa Makan (Parsee(wmuse,authorOsote). One on the otherside had a
hugecrosspaintedin white. UnmarkedHindu-Sikhhousesverethus markedout. We were
within walking distance from Mozang, a centre of Muslim goondasE.

By July 1947 ,storiesof violenceagainstMuslimsin eastPunjabcirculatedin Lahore,
anda trickle of refugeedlew westwardsThis further rousedMuslim furyE.A weekbefore
IndependenceGhris Everett,headof the CID in PunjabE advisedmeto getout of Lahore.
Escortedby six Baluch constablesmy wife and | took the train to Kalka to join our two
childrenwho had beensentaheadto their grand-parentén KasauliE. | arrivedin Delhi on
August 13, 1947

As regardsMozang,which KhushwantSinghremembersasa strongholdof Muslim
goondastwo incidentshaveleft anindelibleimpressionon the memoryof manypeoplefrom
thattime, an organisedattackon a Sikh Gurdawaraandthe killing of a poor Sikh capenter.
Thetwo storieshavebeentold againandagainandarelikely to be repeatedaslong asthose
eldersarealive. The massacreat the Gurdawaras describedn the interview with Mujahid
Taj Din, a participantin thatinfamousassaultlt appearsat the end of this paperunderthe
sectiononinterviews.My mothernarratedhe secondncidentto me.Shediedin 1990.1 have
subsequently checked its details with my father and other elders. It is the following.

On 12" Augusta big, hefty Sikh cameriding a motorcycledown Temple Roadin
Mozang.As he approached€howk Bhoondpurawhereour old houseis locatedandwherel
(the author)wasbornon 24 Februarythatyear,the local goondadried to attackhim. When
theynoticedthathe carrieda guntheyquickly dispersedHalf anhourlater,anotherSikh, this
time an aged,emaciatectarpentercamedown the sameroute on a dingy, old bicycle. Like
mostdaily workershe was carrying his afternoonmealwrappedup in a dirty cloth, called
potli in Punjabiparlancewhich wastied to the handleof his bike. He seemedo be onway to
work asusual,oblivious of the big political gamegoing on at thattime. This time the same
roughneckgounceduponhim. Oneof themstabbedim. He screamedndtried to run away.



10

Seeinga tonga(horse-drivencarriage)nearbyhe tried to climb on to it. The tonga-driver
kicked him andhefell to the ground.His assailantsiow caughtup with him anddealtsome

more blows. He died screaming for help and mercy.

Hypotheses and questions

The following two alternativehypothesesnd somecommonquestionsrelatedto themare
examinedto shedlight on the processe®f forced migration and ethnic cleansingfrom
Lahore.Thetwo hypotheseslo not necessarilyexcludeeachotheranda mix of the two may

be found to be at the bottom of the Partition riots in Lahore.

Hypothesis one

A Muslim planto eliminate Hindus and Sikhs from Lahoreexistedat leastfrom the time
whenthe Muslim Leaguebeganits OdirecactionOn early 1947.1ts top leaders cadresand
ordinary Muslims executedt in a concertedand organisednannerwithout any meaningful

resistance from the Hindus and Sikhs of Lahore.

Hypothesis two

A battlefor Lahorebeganin March 1947asa Owaof communities®etweerthe Hindu-Sikh
andthe Muslim communitieslt wasfoughtinitially, moreor less,without any clearplan of
action and amid uncertainty about LahoreOduture status. A number of political,
administrativeand legal decisionsin early June,however,tilted the balanceof powerin
favour of the Muslims. Thereaftera conspiracyto eliminateHindusand Sikhsfrom Lahore

began to form and led to their forced migration. The result was ethnic cleansing.

Questions

1. Whatwerethe chief characteristicof the processesf forced migrationand ethnic
cleansing in Lahore?
2. What eventsacted as triggersto the processeof forced migration and ethnic

cleansing in Lahore?
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3. How reliableis the oral historytechniqueandwhatexplanationslo the interviewees
provide regarding the riots in Lahore?

4. Why did communal massacres occur in Lahore?

Method

The casestudy methodis adoptedin the presentinvestigation.A casestudyof a particular
city - isolatedfrom the overall Punjabsituationor, for thatmatter,the whole of British India -
cannotfurnishabasisfor a generalexplanatiorof the Partitionsyndromelt can,however be
usefulasa meansof acquiringdeepeiinsightsandunderstandinggf communalviolenceand
forced migrationin a particularsituation. Thereforethe focusin this presentenquiryis on
describingand analysingthe eventsin Lahore as a specific processof demographic
transformation By demographidransformationis meantchangein social and economic
structureaswell asthe religiouscompositionof Lahore.The studyhasalsobeenusedasa
test-sitefor atheoryof forcedmigrationandethniccleansing.The enquirybenefitsfrom the
casestudystrategyonly in alimited sensehowever.l haverelied primarily on oral historyto
put togetherthe history of the Lahoreriots. An examinationof governmentecordswill be
conducted in a larger study that will soon follow.

Thereis asyet no properaccountandanalysisof the specificLahoresituation.| have
tried to puttogetherthe story of Lahoreriots with the help mainly of interviewsconductedn
Delhi and Bombay (Mumbai rather) betweenl18-26 October1999, with someHindus and
Sikhswho survivedthatordealanda uniqueinterviewwith a Muslim who took partin attacks
uponnon-Muslimsin Lahore.It wasdecidedthat direct quotationsshouldbe usedliberally
from the existing writings with a view to conveyingthe original impressionand feeling. |
startedwonderingaboutPartitionalreadyduring my collegeyears(1964-68)andhavebeen
talking aboutit to peopleeversince. Many of thoseconversationfiavehelpedme sharpen
the focusof the presentstudy. Thereforethis paperdoesnot conformstrictly to the orthodox
rulesandnormsof reportingthe sourcesTrying to do thatwould be quiteimpssible.l have,

however, used such sources most sparingly.
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The oral history technigue

Oral history or the personaharrativein the form of an open-endeaxtendednterview with

personsdirectly and personallywitnessto or victims of traumaticeventshas beentried

effectivelyasaresearchechniquan severarecentworkson Partition. The presenstudyalso
utilisesit. In my opinionthe outstandingvirtue of this techniquds thatit presents personal,
perhapsemotive,insightinto thelife storyof theinterviewee He/sheis not treatedmerelyas
a sourceor objectof informationbut asa subjectwho is intrinsic to the story he/shetells.

Each such story is a living history to be read on its own merits.

| let the intervieweemarratetheir story at the own leisure. The averagdengthof the
interview wasonehour. The questionsverekeptto the minimum. Altogether15 interviews
wereconductedTheyarepresentedbelow, mainly ascompletetranscriptqthatis, of material
relevantto thetopic) or in shortexcerptsl tried to encompasa fairly broadclassandsocial
representationbut the truly poor peoplewho perhapssufferedmostcould not be located
within thoseeight dayswhich were at my disposal.Efforts were madein particularto find
somewomanwho could shareher experiencewnith me. The motherof a closefriend of an
Indian colleaguen Bombayturnedout to befrom Lahore,but whenwe contactechertheold
lady refusedto grantme aninterview. Shehadlost all herkith andkin in 1947and,| suspect,
found it particularly difficult to open up old wounds before a Muslim from Lahore.

My youngerbrotherZubair Ghaziconductedan interview on my behalfon 2 and 25
February2000with akey participantin the attackson non-Muslimsin Mozang.The structure
of that interview is slightly different in that the intention was also to find out how in
retrospect the interviewee reflected upon his actions.

Thereis, of course a problemregardingtheimbalancan communalkepresentatiom
thepresenstudy.l havenotinterviewedan equallybroadrangeof Muslim opinionof Lahore
onthoseriots. In formaltermsthisis true,but| foundit expedienfor a shortstudylike thisto
presenthe point of view of the Muslimsin asummaryform underthe sectionO Thattitudeof
the Muslims of Lahoreto the expulsionof Hindusand SikhsOlt shouldbe emphasisedhat
the presenstudyof the Lahoreriots is basedorimarily on the experiencesf thosewho hadto
flee againsttheir will or desire.lt seeksto captureimportantdimensionsandfacetsof those

experiences.
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Forced migration, ethnic cleansing and demographic transformation

Migration of individuals, groups,communitiesand even whole societieshas occurred
throughoutthe agesandacrossall the regionsandcontinentsof theworld. A recentbook on
internationalmigrationproffersthe following definition: OMigrations a spatialphenomenon.
Peoplemovefrom oneplaceto anotheraloneor togethemwith others for a shortvisit or for a
long periodof time, overa long or a shortdistance ®Suchan all-inclusivedefinition covers
all imaginableforms of migration,butit is not a very sharptool for distinguishingbetween
different typesof migration. It doesnot tell us whethermigrationwasvoluntaryor caused
under duress.

Moreover,it is usefulto distinguishbetween,on the one hand,ordinary migration
which follows eitherfrom the gradualsocio-economit¢ransformationsinderwayin societyor
from catastrophesuchas an earthquakeor flood and, on the other, a politically imposed
migration (hereafterreferredto as forced migration) which takesplace when existing
structuresf authorityandorderceaseo function efficiently or collapsesuddenlyor become
manifestly unreliable,biasedand partisan,and, as a result, the existing social order is
disruptedin a mannerthata certainpartof the populationcanno longerfeel secureandis
forcedto flee. Whereagyradualsocio-economichangeand naturalcatastropheaffecttheir
objectsmoreor lessrandomlyandarestructuralin nature forcedmigrationis imposedby an
agency.

Writing on the specific problem of refugeeflows Zolberg, Suhrke and Aguayo
emphasisehe centralrole playedby violencein migration. They presenthreecategorief
refugees:activists (opponentswithin the political elite, dissentersand rebels), targets
(individuals belongingto specialgroupssingledout for violent action) and victims (those
caughtup randomlyin the crossfire or exposedo generalisediolencerespectively¥’ Their
researchs presentedn a survey-likeaccountof manyhistoricalandcontemporarnsituations,
in which revolutionaryupheavalsandreligiousandnationaliststrugglesare held responsible
for therefugeeflows. Whatis lackingin their work is a theoreticalargumentinking refugee
flows to specificstructure/agencyelationsandthe economic social,political, psychological
and cultural contexts in which violence causes refugee flows.

The AmericanjournalistRoy Gutmannotesthatthe Serbianultra-nationalistsnvented

theterm Oethnicleansing@sa euphemisnio concearandomslaughterarbitraryexecutions,
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systematiadapeandcastrationwholesaledeportatiorandsimilar barbariccrimeswhich they
committedagainstpredominantlyMuslims but also Croatsin Bosnia-Herzegovinauring
1992-3%* The Yugoslav army, with the full connivanceof the Serbiangovernmentof
Milosevic, supervisedhoseactivities. Some200,000to 250,000Muslims perishedduring
that period and many times more were driven away from their ancestralhomes.Hitherto
notwithstandingconflicting interpretation®f history andof religiousfaith a certaindegreeof
actualintermixinghadoccurredthroughinter-marriagesndadoptionof cosmopolitarvalues
andideologicalnotionsby sectionsof society.The Serbianultra-nationalistaimedtheir fury
and wrath at demolishingall tracesof suchhybridity. The intention was undoubtedlyto
eradicate all traces of a people from a region considered fit only for Opuré® Serbs.
From our own vantagepoint, we can observethat the euphemisticconnotationsof
Oethnicleansing@avequickly beenlost andthe phrasehasenteredcurrencyin both media
usageandin scholarlywritings asa descriptionof large-scalekillings and displacementf
people, more or less as a synonym for genocide. Genocide classically means the destruction in
wholeor in partof apeople® It aimsat the physicalexterminatiorof a community. Thusfor
examplethe Nazis@finalsolutionGimedat the liquidation of the Jewsand gypsiesrather
thansimply their expulsionfrom the Third Reich.On the otherhand,the creationof Israel
imposedforced migrationuponthe Palestiniangandresultedin substantiakthniccleansing.
Therefore ethniccleansingcanbe understoodisthe wider andmoregenerakermrelevantto
understandhe implications of contestedhationalism.It hasmore to do with the security
concerns of states and nation building of apprehensive groups.
Onecansaythatgenocideis a productof a more severe pathologicalstateof mind
thatcomesaboutasaresultof arigorousimplementatiorplanandthe capabilityto executeit.
In many situationsit is impossibleto say whethera certaincaseof collective violenceand
aggressiorshouldbe describedasgenocideor merelyethniccleansing A mix of thetwo is
not unusual.The following definition of ethnic cleansingcan, neverthelessbe useful to

distinguish it from genocide:

Ethnic cleansingis a more or less coordinateduse of extremeterror, including
burning, killing, raping and other suchmeansemployedby an agentto emptya specific

territorial spaceof unwantedndividualsand groups.Whereasll actsof genocideresultin
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the destructionof a peoplein wholeor in part andincludeethniccleansing ethniccleansing

can be achieved with less drastic and more varied means

Why society degenerates into a war of Oall against all®

The collapseof authorityor the statehasbeena nightmarefor mostpolitical theorists.Thisis
true not only of mainstream\Westernbut alsoHindu andMuslim thinkers* Amongfounders
of modernpolitical theory, ThomasHobbesin particularportrayedhe collapseof authorityin
themostdismalterms.In sucha situation,civil war anddestructiorfollow inevitablybecause
left on their own mendo not trust eachotherandresortto pre-emptiveactionagainstone
anotherto protectthemselvesrom injury anddeath.It resultsin constantconflict andthus
life is OshorthrutishandnastyOHe classicallyrecommendean all-powerful Sovereigrwho
couldimposehis will onthe membersof society,preventhemfrom attackingeachotherand
thus obviate the infamous Owar of all againstallO.

It is intriguing that Hobbes did not reflect deeply upon the possibility and
consequencesf whatwereto happenif the Sovereigndid not ceaseto exist altogethemor
remainall-powerful but becamdesseffective or indifferentto his function. In his deductive
approach,such a situation could not arise becausethe Sovereignwould no longer be
sovereignf he wereto lose control overthe people.In real life situations however,sucha
possibility doesoccur, and not too uncommonly.Moreover, he was thinking in terms of
individuals as free agentskept togetheronly by the superiorwill of the Sovereign.
Presumablyhe wasthinking of suchindividualsasbelongingto the samecultural or ethnic
stockandyet unableto live in peacewithout the mighty Stateor Sovereigncompellingthem
to do so.

And why a Owar of communities® breaks out?

A situationin which different linguistic and cultural units can co-existpeacefullythrough
voluntary choicewas beyondHobbes@essimisticand suspicioustheory of humannature.
Even less pessimistictheoriesof human naturefind ethnic and communaldiversity a
challengeor establishinga stableanddurabledemocratigolitical community** As a general
rule, onecansaythatethnicdiversity (ethnichereis usedasa blanket-termo covernot only

ethnic but also religious, sectarian linguistic and other cultural factors) doesposemore
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problemsof adjustmentand accommodationhan Ohomogeneityld peopleare consciousof
their distinctive markersand considerthemsignificantwhile relatingwith oneanotherthen
evenif routinelytheyinteractwith eachotherin a peaceablenannersomeamountof tension
around communal lines can crop up if proper means are not available to settle disputes.

Leo Kuper assertghat a plural society(to be distinguishedrom a pluralist society,
which meanssimply diversity in termsof ethnicor cultural) with persistentand pervasive
cleavagederiving from racial, ethnic and religious differencescan succumbto genocidal
aggressiomuring periodsof conflict. Oftenthe cleavagesreconcomitaniwith inequalitiesn
economicadvancemerandopportunitiesandin political clout?® In additioncultural practices
andsymbolsunderlinethe inequalitiesbetweerthe variousgroups.Oftenthe exacerbatiorof
communaltensiontakes place during colonial intervention. Such societiesmay remain
peacefulfor long periodsof time, but understresshey cansuddenlyimplode.Theresultcan
be a genocideof the vulnerablegroup?®” Otherwriters haveemployedtermssuchasdeeply
dividedsocietiessegmentedocietiesandsoon to describesimilar phenomenan contrasto
the idea of a plural society,thereis the so-calledhomogeneousociety.lIt is supposedo
possessall theingredientsof cohesivenesandnaturalsolidarity. Suchsocietiesarebelieved
to qualify bestasconsolidatechation-state& However,very few suchpure Osocietiesist
anywherean theworld. Icelandprobablycomesnearesto completehomogeneityThusmost
attemptsto createpure nation-statetravebeenaccompaniedy aggressiorandviolenceto
expungeaccretionsor impurities. Historically South Asia, particularly Punjab,would not
qualify as a homogeneous society in any sense of the word.

In betweenthesetwo extremegherecanbe a grandvariety of mixes.For examplea
composite pluralist society could be one in which severalethno-culturalgroupsco-exist
peacefullyand as more or lessequals.In its ideal form it is conceivedas a multicultural
society.Eachgroup enjoysa free cultural spaceto which it canwithdraw to practiseits
peculiartraditions,but all interacton a regularbasisin the public spheren accordanceavith
mutuallyrecognisedulesandregulations? Theoristsof a multicultural societydo not present
it assomethingwhich actually exits but asa frameworkfor generatingnnovativepolicy to
manage communal tension in contemporary immigrant-rich western societies. The implication
is thatethnicdiversityis problematicandthereforea newtype of societyhasto emergebased

on multicultural premises.
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The theory

Now, anothertype of society, more complexthan either the pure type of plural, deeply
divided or the compositepluralistsocietycanalsobeimagined.In factonecanassumehatit
shouldbe fairly widespreadn many partsof the world. Sucha societywill needto be of a
fairly long historical standingso as to possesdts own peculiar characteristicslt may
comprisea mix of deeplydivided, plural aswell ascompositepluralistsocialenmeshingnd
intertwining features Ratherthana strictly hierarchicalsocial order constitutedby layered
racial or religioussegmentseacha separatentity but rankedin anincreasingscaleor degree
of stigmathe lower it is placedin the hierarchicalstratification,with the one at the bottom
bearingthe greatesistigmaaswas the caseof ApartheidSouthAfrica and prevailsin less
obviousformsin somelLatin Americansocietiesthe socialordermayrepresentwo or more,
moreor less,comparableonstituentultural structuresEachsuchunit may posses#s own
internal socialranking, but in relationto eachotherthey may maintainsomesort of social
balance.They may also interactregularly in the public sphereand may have achieved
together considerablesocial capital and goodwill at the individual and other levels
notwithstandingeconomicinequalitiesand cultural practicesthat routinely emphasisenot
only differenceshut alsotheinferior statusof the economicallylessadvancedyroup(s). Such
a socialorderwill constitutea single culturalwhole, notablyif it shareghe samelanguage,
evenif its constituentunits possesgheir distinctive features.Normally sucha complex
societyshouldbe able to containcommunalconflict from getting out of hand. Societyin
undivided Punjabin generaland particularlyin Lahorecould be consideredas interfaces
betweerplural, deeplydivided aswell aspluralist, socialandcultural entities.Suchsocieties
canbe susceptibléo communalprovocationsut simultaneouslycapableof managinghem
through recognised and accepted ways and means.

However, the more crucial thing to note is that ethnic identity itself is a social
constructand not simply somethinggiven This is not to arguethat ethnic markersare
simply a concoctionor inventionandthey do not existin reality. On the contrary,differences
in physical appearanceand cultural variation are more of a rule than an exception.

Throughouthistory many social conflicts havefound expressioraroundlines of differences
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basedn suchfactors.In lesserforms suchdifferencesnaybereproducedissocialprejudices
anddenigratingokesandso on. Yet the samedifferencescanexistfor long periodsof time

without society degeneratingnto destructiveand violent confrontation.What may be

consideredhreateninganddangeroust onepointin time may not be perceivedso at another
point in time. Thus the Catholic-Protestandifferenceonce wreakedhavocupon western
EuropeansocietiesIt haslost political significancein mostpartsof contemporarywestern
Europe, except perhaps in Northern Ireland.

It is thereforereasonablego assumethat ethno-culturaldifferencesare socially
constructedinto confrontational political programmesof actions. Rapidly changing
circumstancegan strain the traditional balance.Among such changeshosewrought by
modernisationrand modernisticeducationcreatenew demandsand aspirationsamongthe
upwardlymobile sectionsof society.Their frustrationat not beingableto achievetheir goals
can createa constituencyfor agitationalpolitics. Usually political entrepreneurssuchas
politiciansandintellectualsclaiming to representhe grievancesfearsandinterestsof their
group,translatethe differencesnto simplistic, mutually exclusiveoppositecategoriesuchas
OWeéndOThey@WeBecomethe bearerof all virtue andgoodnessind OTheyfatof vice
andevil. However,someamountof propagandagemonisingand dehumanisinghe OOtherO,
has to proceed before OTheyO can be targeted for recurring and pre-meditated violence.

Occasionsvhenthesepolitical entrepreneursanpopularisehe We - Theydichotomy
are,of course periodswhenpolitical uncertaintyandrapid changeprevail. Most typically the
disintegrationof the stateandthe social orderpreservedy it is one suchtypical situation.
Suddenlypeoplecanfind themselveexposedand vulnerable.Under suchcircumstances,
political entrepreneursanimpactuponthe collectiveanxietyandneurosisof groupmembers
with appropriateethno-nationalisthetoric andideology thus galvanizingtheminto action
againstthe perceivedthreat.In extremesituationsa releaseof collective psychosiscantake
the shapeof systematicand organisedmasskillings and other atrocities. Ideological
motivation,fear,vengeancea feeling thatan opportunityto escapesconomicdominationand
exploitationexists,the desireto loot andplunder,anda variety of otherfactorsmaybe atthe
root of collective andindividual actsof terror and brutality againstthe othergroup whose
memberghusasa whole becomendiscriminatetargets.This is not to suggesthatthe other

groupremainspassiveandoffersno resistancelt might, butin a particularsituationit maybe
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outnumberedoutgunnedandsoon. All dependsultimately on the context,the situationand
the overall balance of power at a particular time.

In the eraof nationalismand nation-statest is not uncommonthat the processof
carving new statesout of old empiresor bigger statesinvolves wholesaleexpulsionunder
duressof peoplethe victoriousgroupdoesnot wantto includeamongthe nation?* For doing
this efficiently, accesgo organisedadministrativeand punitive structurescanbe a decisive
advantageThe prerogativeof sovereignty,which statesenjoy underinternationallaw,
enablesthemto make,with the help of internationalbordersand bordercontrol systems,
forced migration and ethnic cleansing permanent and irreversible. The final result may mean a
completedestructionof the demographicstructureuponwhich the old, traditional balance
between plural and pluralist social entities rested.

Lahore: A Sketch

Thelegendaryorigin of Lahoreis tracedto Lav or Loh a sonof Rama,the king of Ayodhya
andthe heroof Ramayanathe secondmajorHindu epicfrom the pre-historicalperiod.At the
time of thefirst Ghaznividinvasionin the beginningof the 11" centurya fortified city existed
in thesameplacewheretheold walledcity is locatedtoday:* Fromthattime onwards L ahore
remainedunderMuslim rule anda Muslim majority wasalwaysto be foundin it. Until the
British takeoverin mid 18" century,Lahorewasravagedandrazedtime andagainby Turks,
Afghans, Persiansand Sikhs. A Hindu, and later Sikh, presencecan also be tracedin it
throughouthe post-Ghaznividperiod.Realglory asa greatcity wasattainedoy Lahoreunder
Akbar (d. 1605) and thereafterit remaineda prominentprovincial capital of the Mughal
Empire®

It seemsthat notwithstandingperiodic anarchyand disorderwhich followed when
centralauthorityweakenednd petty warlordsand chiefsfought eachotherfor control over
taxesandotherdues,thingsreturnedto normality andcommunalconcordwasrestored.The
interplaybetweenvarioussufi, sadhuandsantmovementf thosetimescreateda scopefor
peaceful coexistenceand a fair degreeof interaction betweenthe various religious
communities,especiallyduring festivalsand holy occasionsThe famousgay love affair
betweenthe sufi-poet, Lal Hussain,and the Hindu Brahmin boy, Madho, during the 16"

centuryis someindicationof the pluralisticenvironmenif thattime. To this day an annual
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festivalis heldto commemorat¢heir union. Both areburiedin the sametomb andthousands
of peopleflock to it.* This is not to deny that dogmaticrules and regulationswere also
observedat all levelsof society,especiallyby the clericsandupperstrataof eachcommunity

and communal boundaries were marked clearly through manifest rites, rituals and practices.

In 1799 the Sikh leaderRanjit Singh defeatedthe Muslim garrisonat Lahoreand
madeit the capital of his kingdom. After his deathin 1839, a battle of successiorbegan
amongthe variousclaimantsto the throne.SomeSikh chieftainsbeganto extortheavytaxes
andotherduesfrom partsof the walled city in which they maintainedheir military presence.
Chaosanddisorderprevailed.The British werewaiting in the wingsto marchon to Lahore.
On 29 March 1849 a treaty was signedbetweenMaharajaDalip Singh and the British
wherebythe kingdompassednto the possessionf the EnglishEastindia Company* At that
time, Lahorewasin a stateof chronicdilapidation,economicmiseryandoveralldecay.The
buildings, streets sewerageystemand other facilities werein completedisrepair® Under
British patronagel.ahore again prosperedand becamethe mostimportantcity of north-
westernindia. The Gazetteeiof Lahore District 1883-4givesthe total populationof Lahore
town as 149,369.The communalcompositionof the three major groupswas as follows:
86,413 Muslims, 53,641 Hindus, and 4,627 Sikhs.

At the beginningof the 20" centurymany moderngovernmenbffices, public and
private banks,insurancecompanieswarehousesnd educationalnstitutionswere built in
Lahore.Peoplefrom otherpartsof Punjabandbeyondweredrawntowardsit. The emerging
new middle classand retired governmentpreferredto settlein it. PunjabUniversity, the
engineeringmedicalandgeneralkollegesanda numberof public andcharitablehospitalsand
librariesrenderedt a city of progressiveart, cultureandlearning?® In thatrapid economic
transformatiorthe Hindus and Sikhs enjoyeda head-starbver Muslims. They had takento
modern educationmuch earlier and were culturally better placedto function within a

capitalisteconomy”® As Lahoreexpandedeyondthe confinesof the walled city and new

localities sprang up it was the upwardly mobile Hindu and Sikh groups which settle® them.

The nationalistcurrentsandcommunalevivalsapaceall overindiainvariably headed
towardsLahore, where followers could be found from amongstits variegatedcitizenry
comprisingdifferent religions, castes communitiesand sects.Following the massacreat
JalianwalaBaghin Amritsarin 1919therewasa flurry of political activity in Lahore,which
broughtall the communitiestogether Hindu, Muslim and Sikh speakersaddresseagitated
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crowdsfrom the pulpit of the BadshahMosque>* The famousDecembed929Lahoresession
of the Congressn which the demandfor the freedomof India wasfirst formally madedrew
largeinter-communakrowds.The 1920sand 1930swas also a period of intensificationof
communaland religious revivals that had beguneven earlier. The Arya Samaj,Hindu
Mahasabhathe RSSand many other Hindu organizationsvere active in Lahore.Among
Muslimsthe Ahrar, KhaksarandvariousotherlslamistmovementhiademergedThe Muslim
Leaguewas also presentbut until the mid-1930sits supportwas confined to a few
intellectualsandelite politicians. The Singh Sabhaandthe Akali Dal echoedSikh communal
aspirations?

Culture and society in Lahore from the 1920s and until 1947: written accounts and interviews

Agha AshrafOsutobiographyAik Dil Hazaar Dastan(One Heartanda Thousand Stories)
beginswith a detaileddescriptionof his childhoodin the 1920s spentwithin the walled city.
Childrenof all communitiesstudiedtogetherin the local schools.He describessomeof his
Hindu and Sikh teachersat the Dayal Singh Schoolin saintly terms3*He playedtruantalong
with his Hindu, Muslim and Sikh class-fellows.They went around,amongother things,
visiting Hindu templesall over Lahoreon suchoccasionsDrinking, opium eating,gambling
and other suchdeviationswere widespreadn the inner city. Ashraf himself indulgedin
drinking bouts along with his friends.

In anothermajor autobiographyMera ShehrLahore (My City of Lahore),Yunas
Adeebcoversmostly the period from the late 1930sonwards.As a young lad, he could
casuallyenterorthodoxBrahminhomesandgo to the templewith the older,unmarriedsister
of his neighbourPanditBhagatRam?* He notesthat the people had evolved their own
peculiarways and meansof circumventingthe stricturesof orthodoxHinduism, Islam and
Sikhismandasa resulta composite heterodoxway of life hademergedn the process? In
the local mohallashelp andsympathyto the pooranddistressedvasgivenwithout reference
to the variousprejudicesalthoughcommunalpride could sometimepreventmemberof one
groupfrom taking help from the othercommunity?” Commentinguponthe multiculturalism
of Lahore,he recallsthat Hinduswould showerflowers on the Muharramprocessionwhile

Muslimsflockedto the greatRamLeelafestivalheldin the Minto Parkbehindthe Badshahi



22

Mosque, and many took part in the Diwali and Duseracelebrations? He personifies

traditional multiculturalism in the following inimitable words:

| rememberin particularLala GunpatRai becauseof his typical Hindu dressand
appearancede wore narrow pajama-typdrousersa kurta (long shirt), a waist-coat,
and a black pointed cap on his head.Looking at his face one new that he was
extremelycordial andfriendly. It was his routinethatwhenhe passedhe mosquein

KuchaDarzian(locality of thetailors) he would stop,benddownto touchthe stepsof

the mosquewith his hands,and then with both handspressedtogetherpay his

respect?

For thoseseekingexit from the conventionf regularsocietythe varioussufi shrinesand
abodeqcalledtakkias),Hindu and Sikh non-conformisigroups,training centresof wrestlers
(calledakharas)the quartersof the courtesanandprostitutesandvarioushideoutsof opium-
eatersand usersof other intoxicants,offered a rangeof outlets. Among thesemarginal

enclaves orthodox beliefs and practices were ignred.

Interviews

The veteransong-writerand music-directorof the Bombayfilm industry PremDhawantold
the preseniauthorthatasa youngmanhe camein contactwith revolutionariesn the Lahore
jail where his father was the superintendentBy the time he graduatedrom the Forman
ChristianCollegein 1942 he hadbeenconvertedo Marxism.About Lahoreof the 1930sand

early 40s he remarked:

The atmospheren F. C. College was cosmopolitan.The studentscame from all the
communities Most of us got alongvery well. Thingswerethe samein mostother partsof
Lahore.It wasindeeda city of toleranceandlight. | left for Bombayin 1943.Thatfour years
later Hindus and Sikhswould haveto leave Lahoreforeverneveroccurredto me. It could
never have occurred, could it?

The world-famous sculptor, artist and poet Amar Nath Sehgal, with many
internationallyacclaimedworks devotedto peaceand solidarity to his credit remembered

Lahore in very fond terms:

| am originally from Campbellpurin 19391 arrivedin Lahoreto studyat the Government
Collegeand graduatedrom therein 1941.Lahorewasa paragonof brotherhoodHindus,
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Muslims, Sikhs and otherslived in peaceand harmony.Things beganto changeby 1944
whenthe first slogansaboutPakistarwherechantedn Lahore.By 1946thingshadchanged
fundamentally. Simply a suspicionthat you doubtedthe feasibility of Pakistancould mean
that somediehardMuslim Leaguerwould get at your throat.In May 19471 left Lahore
becausestabbing,looting and burning had becomea daily routine. It was a shatteringexit

from a placel hadlearntto love dearly.However,whenl arrivedin easternPunjabthings
wereno better.In the Kangra-KuluValley a wholesaleslaughterof the Muslim minority took

placebetweenAugustand SeptemberOut of 35,0000nly 9000 managedo escapelive to

Pakistan.The Beaswaslittered with deadbodiesanda foul odourwasin the air for weeks
after the massacres.

Communal conflicts before the Partition riots

Occasionallycommunalriots did take placein Lahore.At suchtimesinteractionbetween
Muslimsandnon-Muslimsbecaméenseandvolatile. Onesuchoccasionvasthe publication
of the book RangeelaRasul(The Merry Messengeof God). Its Hindu publisherRaj Palwas
sentencean 18 Januaryl927to eighteenmonthsimprisonmentanda fine of Rs 1000 for
provokingenmity betweerHindusandMuslims. The bookwasfoundto bea scurriloussatire
onthefounderof the Muslim religion. On 6 April 1929a Muslim youthllam Din stabbechim
to deathwith a knife. The LahoreHigh Courtfound him guilty andsentencedthim to deathon
17 July 1929,andon 31 Octoberthe sameyearhewashangedn the Mianwali jail andburied
there.Only persistenprocessionsnddemonstrationgyn the onehand,andassurancely the
notablesof the Muslim community,on the other,that peaceandorderwill not bedisturbedif
his bodywerereturnedto his family andburiedin Lahoreconvincedthe British authoritiesto
complywith thatdemandllam Din receiveda heroOburial andwasgiventhe honorific title
of Ghazillam Din Shaheedoy the Muslims. During thosetwo yearsHindu and Muslim
relations were very hostifé.

A few yearslater, in 1935, the Masjid Shaheed5anj dispute betweenSikh and
Muslim zealotsturnedinto a bloody conflict. It hasits originsin conflicting claimsto a place
claimedassacredby both. Many peoplewerekilled anda veritablethreatto law andorder
existed for some days.

High ethical standards of elite politics

Notwithstandingoccasionabutburstsof communalfriction and confrontationthe Punjabin

generalandLahorein particularmaintainedpeaceand normality until the riots of 1947.The
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creditfor sucha stateof affairs wentlargely to the consociationamodel of power sharing
which the PunjabUnionist Partyhadestablishedn the provincesinceits foundationin 1923.
It wasthe leadingpro-British inter-communabarty representinghe powerful rural elite of

Punjab.Tahir Lahori notesthatwhetherHindu, Muslim or Sikh, the politiciansof the 1930s
observed high standards of honesty. He remarks:

The financeministerwas Sir MonoharLal. His only sonwasanemployeen a bank,but he
did not hold any high position.If the financeministerhadwantedhe could havefound him

any high position. Sir Choutu Ram owned some agricultural land before he becamea
minister.Whenheleft thatjob he still hadthe samepieceof land. All leaderswvereof strong
characterMuslim leaderswerealsoof firm andexemplarypatriotic characterSir Sikandar
HayatOs son was a major in the afmy.

Lahori recordsthat after March 1940, whenthe Muslim Leaguepassedhe Lahore
Resolutiondemandinghe creationof a Muslim state,the parting of ways betweenHindus
and Muslims began.The former reactedwith greatalarmto the ideaof a separatéMuslim
state.On the other handthe Muslim Leaguebecamevery popularamongthe Muslims of
Lahore?* Seven years later, the idea of Pakistan had become a fact.

The time to leave

PranNevile, who in his Lahore: A Sentimentallourneyreminisceghe city of his birth and
youthin the bestof spirits - lavishly praisingits joyousandboisterouscitizenry andtelling

many a tale of fun andscandalinvolving Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs alike - expressedhe
pathos and trauma of Hindus and Sikhs who left Lahore in 1947 in the following words:

It wasfor us a heart-rendingexperiencdo leaveour belovedLahorefor goodandseek
refugeacrossthe borderwhich wascreatedo divide the subcontinentln the city which
hadbeenthe homeof our nearanddearonesfor centuriestherewasno oneleft now to
look back to. Suddenly, Lahore had become a foreign®fand.

Som Anand also expresseshe profoundsenseof loss which Hindus and Sikhsfelt
when they were forced to flee Lahore:
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Communalriots becamemore intenseafter March O47and it seemedthat the Muslim
leadershipvasoutto clearthecity of its non-MusliminhabitantsThatis notto saythatevery
Muslim in Lahoreliked whatwashappeningThereweresomewho dreadedhe prospectof
the Hindus and Sikhs leaving the city for good. But suchpeoplecould not speakof their
feelings®

He paystributesespeciallyto the editor of the Urdu literary magazine Adabi Dunya,
MaulanaSalahuddinrAhmedandthe popularPunjabipoetUstadDamanboth of whomwere
deeplysaddenedvhenthe non-Muslimsleft Lahore?” He observeghatalthoughHindusand
Sikhshadbegunto realisethatLahoremayremainin Pakistanjt did not meanthattheywere
willing to acceptsucha fate easily.Many of their leaderscontinuedto believethatthey will
getLahoreon the basisof their overwhelmingeconomicclaimson thatcity. Others,including
his fatherarguedthat comewhat may, non-Muslimscould continueto live on in Pakistan.
The communalviolence howevermadethat choice virtually impossible.He admitsthat
Hindusand Sikhs also carriedout terrorismagainstMuslims. An attackon the Muslims of
Rajgarh,a suburbof Lahore,madethe situationexplosive.The RSSandothermilitant Hindu

and organisations were behind such activifies.

The cultural basis of communal violence

Thusfar, we havebeenexaminingaccountswhich suggest robustcomposite multicultural
environmenprevalentn Lahore,which attimeswasputto thetestby communaklashesFor
understandingwhy collective insanity implodedin Lahoreduring 1947 and envelopedts
variegatedcitizenry into a horrendousbloodbath,we needto bring into the picture other
aspectsof the situation.In this regard,we needto examinethe extentto which Lahore
constituteda plural society,thatis, onemarkedby cleavagesandtension,which Leo Kuper
theorisesansuddenlyrip apartunderstrain. SomAnandprovidessomecluesin thisregard.
He remarksthatthe Hindu andMuslim communitiesOlivedike two streamsflowing sideby

side but never meeting at any poifitde dilates further:

To keepthemselvesaway from the Muslims@pollutingtouchOthe Hindus had set-up
manybarriersin their daily life. My mother,for example would neverallow any Muslim to
enterher kitchen.No cookedfood wasacceptedrom them.l remembethow, if any of our
Muslim neighboursevensentany specialdishfor my father,it neverwentbeyondthe dining
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table, a place where she did not take her own food. While eating she would never allow any of
her Muslim friendsor neighbourgo touchher. During my childhoodsuchinhibitions were
generallynot observedy male membersof educatedHindu families. (Womenhavealways
beenmore conservativan thesematters.)Somedecadesarliertheserulesformed a strict
code of conduct for all, no matter how educated or enlightened a person might beE.

The absurditiesof suchHindu restrictionsnotwithstandingthe Muslims had cometo
acceptthemasa law of nature.Their older generatiorknewthe limits of a relationshipwith
the Hindus and consideredit improper even to offer them drinking water from their
utensilsE. The Hindus havealwayscomplainedof Muslim fanaticismbut they havenever
understoodhatthe walls they raisedaroundthemselveould havenot resultedin any other
attitudeE.

It took many centuriesfor the Hindus of Punjabto realisehow absurdand harmful
their anti-Muslim prejudiceswere.In this respecthe first currentof changewasfelt during
the Khilafat movementin the early twenties. Thoughthe spirit of Hindu-Muslim amity
receivedmanyreversesn lateryears,at the sociallevel the urbanelite hadchangedts code
of conductfor the better.This wasdue,in part, [to] Westerneducation.What this change
meantwasevidentin my fatherOattitude.Whenhe wasyoung,my motherusedto recall, he
would comebackto changehis clothesif a Muslim hadtouchedhim while walking in the
bazaarbut during my childhoodin Model Town, fatherhad severalMuslim friendsandhe
considered my motherQOs inhibitions a sign of backwaréness.

The economic basis of communal violence

The economicstructurein Lahoresurely compoundedhe social cleavagesYunasAdeeb
writes, OThe Hindus dominatedmoneylending,import and exportof cloth, the businessn
gold andsilver andin food-grainE. The Muslims worked outsideLahorecity in the fields.
They cultivated vegetables and wheat, and most were craftsmen and aftisansO.

Pran Nevile makes similar comments on the socio-economic structure:

While the majority of the city populationwere Muslims, very few of themwere engagedn

business,civil servicesand the professions.It was only after the GovernmentOpb

reservatiorpolicy cameinto force thatthe numberof Muslimsin the servicesncreasedThe

Muslims constitutedthe majority of workersand artisan,being either employedin craft

industriesor in factoriesownedby Hindus.However,they controlledthe fruit andvegetable
marketsmilk supply,furniture shopstentmanufactureandthetailoring businessTherewas
also a sizeableMuslim landedaristocracywhich owed its wealth and statusto the British

government’?

The economiccontradictionsbetweenHindu-Sikh and Muslim groupshad led the
CommunistParty of India to adopta resolutiondeclaringthe movementfor Pakistanas
Oprogressivedany prominentMuslim membersf the CongressandCommunistpartieshad
subsequentlyoined the Muslim League.This was particularly noticeablein Lahorewhere
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manyof themwerebased.They startedappearingn public meetingsof the Muslim League,
preachingrom its platformthe emancipatiorof the oppressediuslim massesAccordingto
their analysisthe movementor Pakistanrepresentethe nationalaspirationsf the Muslim

people to self-determinatidh.

The attitude of the Muslims of Lahore to the expulsion of Hindus and Sikhs

In Pakistan,official ideology basedon the Two-Nation Theory looks upon Partition as
necessaryandinevitable:Hindusand Muslims weretwo separataationsandhenceentitled
to separatestatesThis convictionhasbeenimbibedthroughthe educatiorsystemin the later
generation®f PakistaniMuslims. Further,they havebeenindoctrinatedto believethatthe
Hindus and Sikhs were the culprits and Muslims the victims of the Partition massacre§.
Undoubtedlythe perception®f the youngerpeoplein Lahoreto thosetimesareimbuedwith
the crasspropagandaisseminatedhroughtextbooks As regardghosewho werein their late
teensor morewhenrioting took placein Lahore the perceptionsaremorevaried.l havebeen
discussingover the yearswith a cross-sectiorof the peopleof Lahoreon this theme.The
dominantperceptionof the Muslims is that had the Hindus and Sikhs stayedbehindthey
would havehinderedandobstructedhe progressandeconomicadvancemendf the Muslims.
A sectionof Muslims was attractedto the idea of Pakistanbecauseat was goingto be an
Islamic state,a utopianpolity whereonly piety and Islamic justice wereto prevail. Some
veteranCommunist-turned-Muslinheaguergersistwith their OclasanalysisGhe oppressed
Muslim communityoverthrewthe Hindu and Sikh bourgeoisiesimple and neat. The older
Muslim nationalismschool, with its most sophisticatedexponentsamongthe senior
politicians and civil servants,emphasiseshe irreconcilability of the Hindu and Islamic
worldviews.Amongthema regretfor the sufferingsof peopleon all sidesin 1947is present,
but the Congressand Hindus are held responsiblefor the failure of a power-sharing
arrangement within a united India or a peaceful division and separation as twé states.
The less-oftenheardcritical voicesin Lahoredissentfrom the nationalistversion.
Someof thembluntly statethatthe attackson Hindusand Sikhsweremotivatedprimarily by
the desireto loot andplunderandthatit wasthe criminal elementthe depressedectionsof
society and Muslim Leagueactivists and partisanstate functionarieswho, in various
combinationsconductedheraids.lt is interestingto notethatthe apologistsof the attackson
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Hindus and Sikhsjustify the extensiveuseof petrolto lit fires asthe OpoomanOsveaponO
againstthe betterarmedHindusand Sikhs. It is pointedout that large-scaleemploymentof
arsonbecamehe chief weaponagainstHindusand Sikhsonly afterthe RSShadcarriedout
several bomb blasts during May-June in the inner city.

On the more social and less politically theorisedlevel, | have often heardthe
complaintthatdevoutcaste-conscioudindusroutinely humiliatedthe Muslims throughtheir
neuroticconcerndor pollution by the latter. Eventrivial matterssuchasdrinking of water
hadto be doneseparatelyOncein a while, however,the elderly generationrdoesrecall its
Hindu and Sikh contemporariesvith a tinge of nostalgiaand sadnesslt is not entirely
uncommorthatsomeof thosenon-Muslimscontinueto be mentionecasmodelsof gentleness
andkindness AmongthemHindu and Sikh teachersgoctors,dispenserandphilanthropists
figure prominently.On the whole, the upwardeconomicmobility achievedoy largenumbers
of Muslims in Lahorewith the departureof the non-Muslimsseemsto be the strongest

argument for believing in Partition as necessary and inevitable.

Forced Migration and Ethnic Cleansing: The Evolution of A Process

of Demographic Transformation

The political context

The Muslim Leagueconductedthe 1945-46-electioncampaignin Punjabin unabashed
communalterms. The creationof Pakistanwas projectedas the panacedor all the ills
afflicting Muslim society.The Hindus and Sikhs were demonisedas the main culprits and
damnedwith appropriateslogansOn the otherhand,thoseMuslims who opposedhe Muslim
Leagueweredenounce@srenegadeto Islam.In somecasedatwaswereissuedto the effect
that Muslims who opposedhe creationof Pakistanwereto be deniedproperlslamicburial
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Thesetacticsprovedmosteffective.In the 175-membeassemblythe Muslim Leaguegained
anoverwhelmingnumberof seatseservedor Muslims. It won 75 seatsandwasthe biggest
singlepartyin the PunjabAssembly.Most of its gainsweremadeat the expensef theruling
Unionist Party, whosestrengthwas reducedto only 18 seats.The CongressParty won 50
seatsandthe Sikh Akali Dal captured?2 seatsA coalitiongovernmenbdf the Unionist Party,
the Congressandthe Akali Dal hadbeenformedunderthe leaderof the Unionist Party, Sir
Khizr Hayat Khan Tiwand.

In the third week of Januaryl1947the Muslim Leaguelaunchedts OdirectaictionGn
Punjabagainstthe coalition governmentof Khizr Tiwana.On 24 Januarythe government
issuedordersbanningthe Muslim NationalGuardsandthe RSS.Mian Iftikharuddinrefused
the police entry to the premisesof the Muslim LeagueNational Guard headquartersn
Lahore.He, alongwith ShaukatHayat,MumtazDaultana,SyedAmir HussainShahandsome
otherspublicly courtedarrest.The police searchunearthedsometwo thousandsteelhelmets.
At anyrate,OThévluslim Leaguehadacquiredits causecZlsbre® Disturbance$rokeoutin
Lahore following the news of the arrest. These quickly spreadto other towns. The
governmenttried various tacticsto halt the fast deterioratingsituation but failed in its
endeavourOn 2 March Tiwanaresigned.The PunjabgovernorSir BerurandJamesGlancy
invited the leaderof the PunjabMuslim LeagueNawablftikhar HussainMamdotto find a
parliamentarymajority, which would enablehim to form a governmentMamdotopened
negotiationswith the Congressand Sikh membersof the Punjab Assemblybut failed to
assuag¢heir apprehension®mainlpecauséis handsweretied by the Muslim LeagueHigh
CommandJinnahdiscountenanced local arrangemenin the Punjabwhich would in any
way weaken his All-India demand for Pakist&nO.

Somemonthsearlier MasterTara Singh had emphasisedhe dangersHinduismand
the CongressParty posedto the Sikhs. Now, the Sikh leadersdecidedto side with the
Congres$artyandthe Hindu community® On 3 MarchMasterTaraSinghwavedhis kirpan
(sword) on the footstepsof the PunjabAssemblyshoutingOPakistaMurdabad, Sat Sari
AkalO. Later that day he virtually gave the call for a communal war. He reportedly said:

O, HindusandSikhs!Your trial awaitsyou. Be readyfor self-destructiorike the Japsand
theNazis.Out motherlandis calling for bloodandwe shall satiatethe thirst of our mother
with blood. We crushedMughlistan and we shall trample Pakistan.... The world has
alwaysbeenruled by minorities. The Muslims snatchedhe kingdomfrom the Hindus,
and Sikhs grabbedit out of the handsof the Muslims and the Sikhs ruled over the
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Muslimswith their might andthe Sikhsshallevennow rule them.We shallrulethemand
shall get the government fighting. | have sounded the bugle, finish the Muslim L&agueO.

The nextday Muslim andHindu-Sikhriotersclashedn the city. Thereareconflicting
reportsaboutwho attackedfirst. In any case,somecasualtiesook place.In Rawalpindi
similar clashedollowed on the 5th. The Sikhsreportedlywerethefirst to resortto violence.
Theugly moodin the provincetook a deeplysinisterturn when,beginningfrom the night of
6-7 March Muslim armedraidersdescendediponseveralSikh and Hindu majority villages
aroundRawalpindi,Jhelumand Attock. The attackcontinuedfor severaldays.At leasttwo
thousandhon-Muslimsdied. Complicity of the Muslim National Guardsmena militia outfit
closely allied to the Muslim League,and ex-servicemernwas establishedoy subsequent
investigations? The All-India National CongressCommitteepassed resolutionon 8 March
demandinghe division of Punjabinto two provincesso that OthgredominantlyMuslim part
may be separatedrom the predominantlynon-Muslim part®® The resolutionhad been
adoptedn supportof the Sikh leadersvho wantedsucha division to takeplace.Accordingto
HarkishenSingh Surjeet,a pro-Muslim Leagueadministrationhad takenover. (interview)
Violencein Lahoreandelsewheren Punjabwasincreasingall thetime. On 15 April Gandhi
and Jinnahissueda joint statementon the initiative of Viceroy Louis Mountbatten
denouncinghe mountingviolence? It failed to makeanyimpressionDuring May-Junethe
RSSexplodeda bombin a Muslim-majority areaof theinnercity. In retaliationMuslims set
fire to the Hindu-Sikh-majorityareasof Shahalmi.Thereafterfires ragedin the Hindu-Sikh
majority areas.

The British governmentannouncedhe Partition Planon 3 June.Accordingly, the
PunjabAssemblywasto split into an easternand a westernentity on the basisof notional
majority (thatis numericalmajority district-wise,accordingto the 1941 censusyandvote on
the questionof partitionof Punjab. The WestPunjabAssemblyvotedagainstpartition of the
provinceby 99 votesto 27, while the EastPunjabAssemblyvotedin favour by 50 votesto
22% Lahorecity aswell asthe whole district fell into the westernpart accordingto the

notional division, but this was challenged by the non-Muslims.

The legal context
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The partitionplanenvisagedhe settingup of two boundarycommissionspnefor Bengaland
the otherfor Punjab.The termsof referenceaid for the PunjabBoundaryCommissionto
demarcatéhe internationaboundarybetweerindia and Pakistarstated:Olwill beinstructed
to demarcatehe boundariesof the two partsof the Punjabon the basisof ascertaininghe
contiguougmajority areasof Muslimsandnon-Muslims.It will alsobeinstructedto takeinto
accountother factors®. The applicationof the principle of Ocontiguoumajority areasof
Muslims and non-Muslimsroved quite difficult in the central parts of Punjabwhere
communally mixed villages and towns were almost a rule. These difficulties were
compoundedurther becausehe inclusion of OothefactorsGaddedan ambiguity which
openedthe possibility of a whole rangeof socio-economiand cultural argumentsbeing
advancedo claim areasin thesedivisions® On top of it, the 3 and4 Junestatement®f the
Viceroy addedanotherdimensionto thetermsof referencevhich the Commissiorhadto bear
in mind, namely,the position of the Sikh communityuponwhosedemandthe division of
Punjabhadbeeninitiatedin thefirst place,butwho werenowherein a majority in any partof
Punjaband constitutedonly 13.2 per centof the total populationof the undivided Punjab
province®® Indeed if any one place epitomised these complications it was Lahore.
The religious compositionof Lahoreshowedthe following strengthsof the Muslim

and non-Muslim communities:

Year of census Total population Muslims Non-Muslims
1911 228,714 129,301 99,413

1921 281,781 149,044 132,737
1931 429,747 249,315 180,432
1941 671,659 433,170 238,489

It is to be notedthatbetweenl921and1931andagainin 1941theterritorial limits of
Lahoremunicipality were extendedwice. In the subsequeniegal battle over Lahorefought
beforethe PunjabBoundaryCommission the Congressand Sikh counselsarguedthat the
extensionof the limits of the city hadbeenin the directionof Muslim-majority localitiesand
villages on the outskirtsof Lahore.Suchextensionhad unnaturallyincreasedhe Muslim
componenbf the population®® However,noneof their variousequationscould establishthat
at any point the Hindus and Sikhs together had been in the majority.
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The Congress claim

The Congresdrief on Lahorewasarguedby Mr M. C. Setalvad He emphasisedhat non-
Muslims haddeepculturalrootsin Lahore.Theyhadbuilt schoolscollegesandlibrariesand
also made outstandingeconomicand educationalcontributionsto its developmentand
prosperity®* He disputedthe reliability of the 1931and 1941 censugigureswhich showeda

clearMuslim majority in Lahore.He referredto official statementshatnotedthata census
war had startedin Punjabafter 1911, which later becamea completefarce asthe various
communitiesinflated their numbersto gain more seatsunder the systemof communal
representatiore pointedout thatthe Congressaindthe Sikhshadboycottedthe censusesf

1921 and 193%.

Althoughthe 1941 censudiguresfor Lahoredistrict showeda 60.62percentMuslim
and39.38per centnon-Muslim populationstrength,Muslims paid only Rs.581,235asland
revenuewhile non-Muslimspaid Rs. 1,263,830.Moreover,Muslims ownedonly 511,867
acreswhile non-Muslimsowned1,150,450acres’”® Thuseconomicaspectof the division of

Punjab must also be taken into consideration. As regards the city of Lahore:

Olwill now take the city of Lahore.You will rememberthat so far as this city is
concernedthe populationratio of Muslims andnon-Muslimsaccordingto the censusof
1941is higherstill; not 61 and39 asin thedistrict but 64 and36. But... you will find that
definitely a larger proportionof the land is in the handsof the non-Muslims... Another
factor,which is anallied factor, is in regardto urbanareasandalsoin somedistrictsrural
areasHereagainyou will find thatin certainareasvhich areMuslim majority areasthe
positionis that the trade,industry, and the factoriesand so on and so forth are almost
entirely in the hands of non-Muslim¥0.

Anotherthing to considerwould be the transportandroad system.No division could
be acceptablavhich cuts up the railway andthe road transportinto unworkableportions.
Moreover,thefacilities for repairsandmaintenancef the railway line for the eastermart of
Punjabrequiredthatthe OMoghalpur#/orkshopglocatedon the outskirtsof Lahore,authorOs
note) shouldbe availableto the Easternpartin orderthatthe railway in that part shouldbe
able to function®.

The Sikh claim
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SardarHarnamSinghrepresentedhe Sikh claim to Lahore.While repeatingmuch of the
economicargumentgpresentedby the Congressounselhemadea passionatappeato claim
Lahorefor the Sikhson the basisof religious, culturalandhistoricalfactors.He pointedout,
OThéourth GuruRamdasthe ancestoof all the succeedingsurus,wasbornandbroughtup
in Lahore? Theremainsof thefifth GuruArjun lay alsoin Lahore.Lahorewasfamousasthe
GurusCCradle. ThereforeLahoreshouldgo to easternPunjab.He further assertedQThe
whole Sikh history, religiousaswell aspolitical is inseparablyconnectedvith thetemplesin
the city of Lahore and in the villages in the distrietO.

The Muslim League claim

Sir MuhammadZzafrullah Khan presentedhe Muslim LeagueOsasebefore the Punjab
BoundaryCommission He pointedout that exceptfor the brief interludeof Ranijit SinghOs
rule (1799-1839rndanothertenyearsunderdifferent Sikh warlordsLahorehadconsistently
beenunderMuslim rule beforethe British annexatiorof Punjab.Not only that,it hadalways
had a Muslim majority both in the city andin the district® He strongly emphasisedhat
Lahorewasan equallyimportantreligiouscentrefor Muslims. The hundredsof sufi shrines
andthe greatBadshahimosquewere locatedin it.*° Also, asthe only university town with
medicalandengineeringcollegesthe law collegeandorientalcollegeandso on anda civil
aerodromet wasnecessaryhat Lahoreshouldgo to Pakistanlit would servethe N.W.F.P.,
Baluchistanand Kashmir which were going to cometo Pakistanbecauseof their clear
Muslim majorities'®

Also, the railway workshopat Mughalpurain Lahorewasvital for the new stateto
havethe facilities to provide necessaryepairandother services.On the otherhand,there
were several such facilities in many other Indian cities and t&ns.

The positions of the members of the Punjab Boundary Commission and the Radcliffe Award

Exceptfor the chairmanof the Commsion Sir Cyril Radcliffe,the otherfour membersof the
commissiorwere nomineesf the CongressSikhsandMuslim League.The Congress-Sikh
nomineesJusticeMehr ChandMahajanand JusticeTeja Singh,recommendedhat Lahore
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shouldgo to India. Mahajanproposedhowever thatLahorecouldbejointly administratedy
India and Pakistan sinceall communitieshad genuinerights and claimsto it. The Muslim
LeaguenomineesJusticeDin Muhammadand JusticeMuhammadMunir, agreedwith the
Muslim LeagueQsositionandrecommendethatLahoreshouldgo to PakistanThe Radcliffe
Award was announced on 17 August. It awarded Lahore to PaK¥stan.
Theinternationalboundarybetweenndia andPakistanwasfixed some20 kilometres
eastof Lahoreat Wagah.On the oppositesidethe Indianborderstartedat Attari, just outside
Amritsar. In between was the narrow strip of the so-called ONo ManOs LandO.

The Lahore riots remembered

Short excerpts from interviews

SomAnand, 69. He works asa journalist in Delhi and is the author of, Lahore: Portrait
of a Lost City.

The Congress leaders are responsible for the huge loss of life of Hindus and Sikhs in Lahore

The Congresdeadershigs largely responsibldor giving wrongadviceandassurancet the
non-Muslimsthat Lahore should not be abandonedHowever,towardsthe very end they
secretlyagreedwith the Muslim Leagudeadergo anexchangef population.OnedayNehru
visited a campof Hindu and Sikh refugeesin D.A.V. College,Lahore.The angry crowd
cursedhim for not telling them the truth that Congresshad agreedto the exchangeof
population.Gandhi continuedto believe that once the violence subsideshe will lead a
congregationof non-Muslimsbackto Lahore and friendshipand harmonywill againbe
restored.

We lived in Model Town, an uppermiddle classlocality, comprisingmostly Hindus
and Sikhs. It was a Sunday.A friend of my father, Mr B.P.L. Bedi (father of the
internationally-knownractor Kabir Bedi), who was a famousCommunistleaderin Lahore

called upon us and said to my father OLalajil needsomemoneyOMy father,who was a
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banker replied, Bediji todayis Sunday the banksare closed.@ut he insistedthat sincehe
had the keys they could go and fetch the money. My father agreed and they went away.

A relativeof ourswasstayingwith usat thattime. He wasaboutfour-five yearsolder
thanme.We decidedto call uponanacquaintanceDuring our absencesomeAfridi Pathans
raidedour house At thattime manyPathangangshaddescendedrom the tribal areasupon
Lahore.They would go aroundlooting and plunderingnon-Muslims.Someten, twelve of
themcameto our housein tongas.Justat thatmoment,our Muslim neighbourMaulvi Sahib,
who wasa supporterf the Congres$arty,arrived.Our familiessharedhe sameporchat the
entry. Whenhe sawthe Pathanie cameoverandadmonishedhem,telling themto fearthe
wrath of Godfor their misdeeds.Insteadthey becameangryandshoutedat him for defending
Hindus.In the commotionan elderly Sikh gentlemarKartar Singh,who lived right opposite
our house cametowardsour houseto find out whatthe matterwas.His whole family hadleft
andhewaswaiting for a truck thatwould transporthis buffalo away.Whenthe Pathansaw
him they shothim dead.They peopleheardthemregretthatthey hadto wastea bullet; a stab
with a knife would have done the job cheaply.

My fatherstayedon in Lahorein spiteof all the killings. He hadactuallymarrieda
Muslim woman.He wasa managingdirectorof a bankandthe Pakistangovernmenneeded
his servicesWhenhediedin 1957, cameoverfrom Indiato attendthe cremationceremony.
A Brahminwho continuedto live in Lahoreandwasa governmenemployeeperformedthe
funeral rites although he was not a practising priest.

Jamna Das Akhtar, 83.He is a veteranjournalist who started his professionalcareerin
Lahore. He lives in Delhi.

The riots of 1947 were the result of collective insanity of that period

| am originally from Rawalpindi. We are known as the Hussaini Brahmins. Hussaini
Brahminswere onceto be found in many placesin the Rawalpindidivision. Our elders
believedthat one of our ancestoiSidhu Dutt and his sevensonsdied fighting on the side of
Imam Hussain at Karbala.

| workedin Lahorefor severalnewspapersncluding Milap, BandeMatram, Kranti
and others.Whenthe communalriots started,extremistsfrom both sidestook partin the
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killing andlooting of innocentpeople.Whenthe situationworsened] broughtmy family
over to Delhi. It wasin July. | was hopingto returnto Lahorebut could not. In Delhi |
becameactivewith anorganisationwhich wentaroundrecoveringMuslim girls abductedy
Hindu and Sikh criminals.In 19481 couldvisit Pakistanagain.My friend ShorishKashmiri
andothersassuredne thatviolencehad subsided! wasgiven full cooperatiorandhelp by
the authorities to trace out and recover Hindu and Sikh girls captured by the Muslims.

What happenedn Lahoreandin Punjabin 1947 baffles me evennow. It mustbe

some temporary insanity that caught in its grip all the communities.

Nanak Singh Broca, 90. He was owner of the first film studio in Lahore. He now livesin
Bombay.

Thetroublesin Lahore neverworried me becausamy consciencevas clean and my heart

pure, but after 14 August we could not remain in Lahore

My fatherwas a revenueofficer in the PunjabgovernmentHe servedin severalplaces,
including the Stateof Jammuand Kashmir.In 1914 he retired and we cameand settledin
Lahore.l wasthenfive yearsold. Our housewason Railway RoadnearAmritdhara.Oneday
in 1915he saidto me: OYowarealwayssoinquisitive. Your brothersaregoingto seea movie
film. If youwantyou canaccompanythem.OWe wentto a cinemaon Mcleod Road. Thus
began my fascination for films.

| establisheda film distribution company by the name of Upper India Film
Distribution Companyand also a film studio nearthe ShalimarGardens.The recordistl
employedwasa Muslim. The famousMuslim actorNajmul Hassarand|l becamepartnersan
businessOneneverfelt threatenedr unsafeat anytime. On the contraryLahorewasa very
friendly city. Thetroublesin Lahorestartedafter MasterTaraSinghOprovocatingbehaviour
in early March 1947. One day Najmul Hassanproposedthat we make a film on an
intercommunalove affair. | saidto him, this might leadto riots. He replied: @rocaSahab,
this is the time to tell the peoplethat we are one.We are from the sameethnic stock. Our
ancestorsvere Hindus. So what if we have adoptedthe Islamic and Sikh faiths.0Such
sentimentandthe very goodbehaviourof my Muslim neighbourdissuadedanefrom leaving
Lahore.
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My youngerbrotherhad qualified asa doctorin 1947.He was postedin a hospital
nearMurreehills in the Rawalpindiarea.l hadgonetherewith my wife andchildrento visit
him. My wife wasill andneedednedicalattention.lt wasthe 14" of August.A ceremonyo
celebratehe independencef Pakistanwasgoingonin the hills below.A mancamerunning
to us and said: OThewant you to comedown andjoin the celebrations.®took partin the
flag-raisingcermony.Whenl| returnedmy brotherhadjust comebackfrom Rawalpindi.He
was very worried. He said OGood/ou have comeback safely. Hindus and Sikhs are being
attackedeverywhere@Ve left for India via Kashmiron 25" August. Thusterminatedmy stay
in independent Pakistan.

Longer transcripts of interviews on Lahore riots

Introduction: Thelonger interviewsgivenbelowhavebeengroupedinto four categories.
Thefirst threecategoriesncludeinterviewsof Hindusand Sikhswhofled Lahore. Thefourth
categoryincludesan interview with a Muslim who took part in the attackson the non-
Muslims.

Underthefirst categoryare subsumedhreeinterviews,which provideinsightsinto
social class experienceof private individuals in the civil society.The secondcategory
comprisesan interview with a governmenbfficial. The third categoryincludesviewsand
experience®f personwho were politically active and were opinion builders. Under the
fourth categorythe views,experiencesnd motivationsof a Muslimwho took part in ethnic
cleansing are given.

Themain considerationfor the differentcategorisationdhasbeento capturea broad
spectrum of experiences and to break the monotony of reading a long series of narrations.

Social class experiences of private individuals in the civil society

Rattan Chand, 79. Mr Chand learnt the art of photography from a Muslim and
establishedhimself as a photographer in Lahore in the early 1940s.He retired asthe
president of the Delhi Association of Photographers. He lives in Daryaganj, old Delhi.
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We were told that Lahore will remain in India but Gurdaspur will go to Pakistan

| wasbornin 1920in avillage in Gurdaspudistrictin afamily of Sahukargmoneylenders).
We hadconsiderablgroperty.Ourswasthe only housethat was pukka (madeof bricks)in
ourvillage. My grandfathemalsoheadedhelocal post-office.He wasthe only literateperson
in theareaandpeoplesoughthis helpin readinglettersandin official matters.Thetraditional
structureof Punjabwas suchthat Muslims and Sikhswere engagednainly in agriculture.
Hindusran shopsin villagesandwerealsodominantin urbantradeandcommerceHindus
saw to it that their boys received modern education. Muslims did not take to education.

In 1937-38Sir ChoutuRam, who was a ministerin Sir SikanderHayatOsabinet,
passed law, which abolishedthe systemof private moneylendingInsteadthe government
openedbanksthat beganto offer loansto the agriculturists.This wasthe beginningof the
Hindu-Muslimtension.This measurdit the sahukarsvery hardandmanywereruined.Caste
boundariesand communaltensionsbeganto emergeas the traditional Muslim-Hindu
economicstructurecollapsed.We startedrunning a merchandiseshopbut thenin the late
1930s! movedto Lahoreandstartedliving in the Bhati Gatearea.Initially | workedin a
textile factoryin ShahalmiGate.Later| leantthe art of photographyMy ustad(teacher)was
a Muslim.

In theearly1940sl openeda photographyshopnearthe shrineof DataGanjBaksh.It
flourishedvery well. Muslims mainly ownedthe shopsaroundmine. We were the bestof
neighboursl hadmanyMuslim friends.At notime did | feelinsecurdiving andworkingin a
predominantlyMuslim area.Thosewere daysof greatharmonyandjoy. | later movedto
KrishanNagar.It wasmainly a Hindu locality. Herel openedanotherphotographyshopthat
alsodid well. At aboutthattime, my family beganto pressme to get married.They even
foundagirl from me.Herfamily lived in Ropar.| resistedThe SecondWNorld War wasabout
to endwhenthe Americansdroppedthe atomicbombson JapanAt thattime, Allied soldiers
wereto be found in large numbersin the northeastl took advantageof the situationand
movedto Guwahatiwherel openeda new photographyshop.l cateredonly to the American
soldiers. They had a lot of money. In 1946 | returned to Lahore. | felt that after the proposal of
my marriagemy fortuneshad only multiplied. This was an omenthat the girl my family
wantedmeto marry hadbroughtgoodluck to me.Now, | agreedo getmarried.The guestdo
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the marriageparty assembledn Mozang. We went to Ropar. My Ustad (the Muslim
gentlemarwho taughtme the skill of photographywasoneof them.l openedanothershop.
This time closeto the Australia Building nearthe Lahore Railway Station.We lived in a
nearby locality on the other side of the railway line. Here Muslims were in a majority.

By the beginningof 1947 communaltensionsbeganto rise in Lahore.Actually when
the Khaksarsstartedparadingthe streetsof Lahorein the early 1940sthe Hindus organised
themselvesn the RSSandwould marchin Hindu localities.Not until March 1947did things
getseriousthough.Whenmy eldestdaughteijay Kumariwasbornon 25 May, Lahorewas
undercurfew. Somepeoplewarnedme thatit wasunsafeto live in a Muslim area,but | did
not believethatthingswould getso badthatour lives could bein jeopardy.As a precaution,
we movedto a housenextto our shop.By this time communalviolencewas taking place
everywheran Lahore.Hindusbeganto feel unsafeandmanyof us startedmoving eastwards,
but the generalidea prevalentin our circles was that whereasGurdaspumwill be given to
Pakistan, Lahore would be awarded to India.

By July 1947communalattacksbecameamorefrequent.In early Augusthell brokeout
all aroundus. Hindus and Sikhsliving aroundthe railway stationwere attackedby blood-
thirsty mobs.Many of ustook refugein a Hindu hostel.I donOtemembeits namenow, but
provedaneasytarget.Some50 of usmen,womenandchildrenthereforesoughtrefugein the
nearbyNaulakhaChurch.However,we left our possessions a cellar of the hostel.The
priest,who wasa convertfrom Hinduismandborea Hindu name,gaveus all the protection
sharingwith us the meagrefood at his disposal.He contactedhe authoritiesand usedhis
influenceto procurehelp.A military truck mannedoy Gurkhatroopsarrivedwhich took usto
a safe place in the Lahore cantonment.

During this perioda Sikh woman,whosehusbanchad beenkilled somedaysearlier
andwho hadlost her child, becamevery friendly with my wife andme. Shealwayscarried
my babydaughteiin herlap. We bothfelt very sorryfor her. Shepleadedwith meto go back
to the cellarin the hostelandfetch herbelongingsl alsowantedto bring overour own trunk.
On 15 Augustl camebackto the hostel,but everythinghadbeenlooted.Worststill, suddenly
| found myself surroundedby a crowd. They wantedto kill me. The local butcherswere
amongthem.Theywerewavingtheir knivesin theair. | ranfor my life. Theyfollowed me.|

felt thatdeathwasimminent.Suddenlyl found myself in front of a police station.l jumped



40

overits low wall. In the compounda British police officer wassitting on a chair. Around him
stood some of his staff. All were Muslims.

| threw myself at the feet of the Britisher and implored him to savemy life. He
remainedunmovedanddid nothing.l now pleadedwith the otherpolice officials to savemy
life. Theyscoldedme, calling me badnamesandhit me with theirrifle butts. They saidthat
nobodywould kill me andthereforel neednot makesucha fuss. Outsidethe wall of the
police stationstoodthe crowd.| sensedhata violent andpainful deathwould be my lot any
moment,and madeone more effort to escapel ran out of the police stationin a direction,
which seemedunguardedThe crowd followed in hot pursuit.| felt thatmy endhadcome.
Thereis nothingthatcanbe comparedo thefearof death.l wasnow runningin the middle of
the road. Suddenlya fire brigadetruck with Sikh staff appearedrom somewherel cast
myselfon the groundin front of it. The crowd quickly dispersedvhenthey sawthe Sikhsin
uniform. The Sikhstook me safely backto the cantonmentwherel wasreunitedwith my
family.

We crossedover to India on 16 August.We hadto go throughmanyhardshipsWe
hadlost everything.Therewasnowhereto turnto. Eventuallyl arrivedin Delhi. Herel began
to work in a photographyshopownedby a Muslim. Mr AhmedHassanthe owner,decidecto
emigrateto Pakistanin 1948.1 haveonceagainprosperedhroughthe dint of hardwork. |
became the President of the Delhi Photographers Association. Some years ago | retired.

| still recallmy Lahoredays.All the communitiedived in peaceandconcord.! still
have Muslim friends in Lahore and Karachi. Someof them have visited me. They have
invited me to the weddingsof their children,but the fear acquiredwhenthe mob wasout to
kill me hastraumatisedneforever.l would like to go backandseelLahore,but probablywill

never dare do so.
Pran Nevile, 75. He began his career as journalist, then joined the Indian Foreign
Service and later worked for the UNCTAD. He is author of, Lahore: A Sentimental

Journey.He lives in Delhi.

The communal tension in Punjab and Lahore was fomented by Muslims from UP and Bihar
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| wasbornin MohallaMolayan, SutarMandi inside Lohari Gate.lt wasa mixed area.We
lived in a Hindu mohalla.Next to us wasa Muslim mohalla.Therewasa woman,Mehtab
Bibi, who usedto sewladies@lothes.My motherandmy sistershadtheir clothessewnby
her. At thattime, HindusandMuslims did not eattogether but my fatherhadmanyMuslim
friendsandthe menwould meettogetherto discussdrink andmakemerry. The womenfolk
followed the orthodox codesand restrictionsmore strictly. During marriageand other
cermonieghe Muslims would sendfruit to our homesbut not cookedfood or sweetsOn the
otherhand,Muslimswould eatat our place.Theseruleswereacceptedsgivenandnormally
did not result in resentment or tension.

Ontheotherhand,Muslim fruit-sellers,milkmen, vegetablesellersandsoon supplied
mostof the daily needdn the Hindu localities.WhenMuslim womenentereda Hindu locality
theywould lift the veil asa matterof course Everyoneknew how to conducthimself/herself
in suchsituations.The inner city of Lahorewasindeeda paragonof communalamity and
understanding.aterwe movedto NisbetRoad.l studiedin theD.A.V. Schoolandthenatthe
famousGovermentCollege.GovernmentCollegewastruly a centreof cultural freedomand
free mixing amongthe communitieslts intellectualspirit wascosmopolitanHinduswerein a
majority, butthe numberof MuslimshadgraduallybeenincreasingMuslimswerethelanded
gentryof Punjabandfor along time they were not keenon education.The Hindustook to
educationmuchearlier.Later the British beganto reserveseatsfor Muslims. This beganin
the 1920sandgraduallymoreMuslims wereadmittedto the medicalandengineeringcolleges
and they entered the services.

After the PakistanResolutionof March 1940, Muslim studentsfrom UP beganto
cometo Punjab.They startedto poisonthe atmospheran Lahore,but until 1946 things
remainedcalm. The UP Muslimsfelt thatif a Muslim homelandwvascreatedheywill bethe
ruling class.They did not think that PunjabiMuslims would be any matchfor them. The
Calcutta Killings and the riots in Bihar added fuel to the fire.

Among the Hindus and Sikhs there was a fear that Lahore could go to Pakistan
becausen thedistrict asa whole Muslimswerein a majority. In the city proper,Hindusand
Sikhswerein a majority. Therewereonly two buildingson the Mall, which belongedo the
Muslims; ShahDin Building and Ghulam RasoolBuilding. The latter wasin fact under
mortgageto someHindu. Hindusand Sikhs ownedthe rest.In Anarkali alsoit wasmainly
Hindus and Sikhs who owned the shops and businesses.
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| hadjoined servicein Delhi in 1946,but my parentswerein Lahorewhentheriots
started Onedayin June my fatherwascomingbackon a tonga(horse-drivercarriage)from
avisit to Mughalpura A Muslim mobrecognisedhathe wasa Hindu from the way he wore
his turban.They were aboutto attackhim whenone of them,to whom my fatherhadonce
donesomefavour, stoppedthe others.In fact he accompaniedim all the way to Beadon
Road,whereit wassafe.Althoughmy immediatefamily member<ouldleaveLahoresafely,
many of my schoolteachers and professors were killed.

My fatherwasin the postaldepartmentHe actually optedfor PakistanWhenthings
becameeally badhis Muslim friendspersuadedhim to leavelLahorefor the time beingand
returnwhenlaw andorderhadbeenrestoredOn 14 Augusthe boardedhetrain for Amritsar.
His friendsaccompaniedhim to the railway stationandfound him andmy motherseatsn a
compartmentvheremany Europeansvere sitting. They arrivedin Amritsar safely, but for
somethreeweekswe did not know anythingabouttheir whereaboutsMy fathercould never
recoverfrom the shockof leavingLahore.He waspostedin AmbalaCantonmentwherehe
died in 1954 a heart-broken man at the age of 58.

Jinnahwas not basicallycommunal.None of the leadersexpectedriots of sucha
magnitude to take place.

Dr Jagdish Chander Sarin, 79. Interviewed on 24 October at his residencein Delhi. Dr
Sarin was educatedat the King Edward Medical College,Lahore and started his career
in a Lahore hospital. He resignedas Readerin Pathologyfrom Medical College,Jaipur
in 1960. He lives in Delhi.

Our Lahore leaderswere convincedthat Lahore will remainin India; the origins of the

Punjabtragedyare to befoundin theinflammatorypropagandaof UP andBihar Muslimsin

the Rawalpindi area

| wasbornin Hoshiarpurputwe shiftedto Lahorein 1933whenl wasin thefifth class.l was
educatedn the D.A.V. Schooland later College and then at the King Edward Medical
Collegefrom wherel graduatedin 1944.1 becamea housesurgeonin Sir GangaRam
Hospital. After oneyear| becamea demonstratoin pathologyin the Balk Ram Medical
College,which is now known as the FatimaJinnahMedical College.Bilgis Fatimawho
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becamehefirst principal of thatcollegewasoneyearseniorto me.l havesomefriendsfrom
thosetimeswho havekept the contact.One of my classfellows Zia ur Rahmanvisits me
sometimedrom IslamabadHe hasrelativesin India. MohammadHussainBokhari,who was
an adviserto the healthministry in the governmenof Pakistanoncecameto India andwe
met.

We lived in Mozang,nearthetonga-stanatloseto the high court. Our landlordwasa
Muslim. We usedto go to his placeandeatthereandhe would visit us andeatwith us. The
womenin his family neverobservegurdahfrom uschildren. The Khaksarsusedto cometo
our locality anddo their military parade.They neverbotheredus. But many Muslims and
Hinduswereafraid of thembecaus®f their militant styleandbehaviourln my collegedaysl
hadmanyMuslim friends.After living in Mozangfor sometime, we movedto Gowalmandi
in anareacalledGandaEngine.Fromtherewe shiftedto ChamberlairRoad.Laterwe moved
to Montgomery Park, which was behind Nishat Cinema.

Not until thelastdaysbeforel movedto easterrPunjabdid it everoccurto methatwe
will haveto leavelLahore.First cameMasterTaraSinghOsutburst. Thena few dayslater
followed the attackon Sikhs and Hindusin the villages aroundRawalpindiand Jhelum.l
volunteeredalong with two other doctorsto go to the campswherethe victims had been
brought.l stayeda completemonth.At leastten thousandpeoplewere stayingin the camp
wherel waslocated.l saw many maimedpeople.In somecasesthe mutilation had been
carriedout with exceptionalbarbarity.Evenl, a doctor, was shocked.The assailantdhad
choppedoff the breastsof womenand rapedthem many times. The men had also been
subjectedo bestialactsof disfiguring. Somechildren, evenbabies,had beenpiercedwith
sharpspear-likethingsaftertheir bodieshadbeenflung in the air. Whenl talkedto someof
the survivorsthey said that the Muslim hordeshad beenindoctrinatedby peoplewho had
come from UP and Bihar. The demobilisedMuslim servicemernwho had returnedafter
serving at various fronts in the SecondWorld War seemedto had plannedthe whole
operation. After that tension rose gradually in the whole of Punjab.

On 21 Junefire wassetto the Hindu areaof PaparMandiin Lahore.After thatMachi
Hata and then Shahalmiwere put on fire. Therewas a magistrateCheemawho personally
directedthe attackson the non-Muslims.He would not allow the fire-brigadepeopleto do
their duty andif Hindusand Sikhstried to flee from the placethey were sentback.During
thosedayswhenl usedto go to work from my house takingtheroutefrom MontgomeryPark
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to the PlazaCinemaandthento the Medical College,onehearddaily thatsomeonéadbeen
killed or seriouslyinjured. Somesevento eight peoplewere beingput to deathdaily. If one
day, sevenHinduswerekilled thennextday sevenor eight Muslims werereporteddead.In

our own areato the bestof my knowledgethelocal Muslimsdid not attackus. Onedaytwo

badly burntpersonsarrivedin the hospital. They weremostlikely RSScadreswvho hadbeen
trying to make a bomb. It had exploded and caused them severe injuries.

Onedayin Junea friend of mine cameandtold methatthe Hindu locality of Mohalla
Sareerin the walled city hadbeenattackedhe previousnight andseventeelyoungmenhad
beenkilled. They had no weaponto defendthemselves.A doctorwas neededo help the
wounded.l offeredto go and help thosepeople.l wentto the head-officeof the Sarswati
InsuranceCompanyowned by the leading Hindu Mahasabhdeader, Sir Gokal Chand
Narang.lt wasalsothe headquarteref the LahoreRelief Society,which wasactuallya cover
namefor the Hindu militants. Therewe got the basicequipmentfor first-aid andalsoa 303
rifle andsomecartridgesl hadneverusedanyweaponbeforeandgot very scaredof theidea
of carryingit. A Mahrashtriarwho hadplayeda partin the socialistmovemenin the 1940s
gaveme bottlesof ammoniaandbrominecapsulesHe told methatif you areattackedand
wantto dispersethe crowd you shouldthrow themon the ground.Fumeswill comeup and
thecrowdwill disperseWe conceledherifle in a stretcherandothersuchthingsin bundles
of cottonanddroveto the Mohalla Sareerin Sir GokalO®ig Buick car. He wasthe leading
Hindu leaderof Lahore.We enteredShahalmiGate,then RangMahal. Many peoplewere
assembledhere. They were shouting,ODonQo further. A fire is raging ahead.@e kept
going, however,andenteredKashmiriBazar.We parkedthe carin front of Mohalla Sareen.
We wentin, stayedfor sometime, gavethemthethingswe hadtakenwith usandthenleft via
ShahiMohalla. What we learntwasthat Muslim boys had beentrying to enterthe mohalla
througha narrowgatewith the intentionof settingthatlocality on fire while the Hindu boys
insidehadbeentrying to stopthemwith the help of sticksandstonesBoth sidesseemedot
to possessany otherweaponsThe next day sevenmembersof the LahoreRelief Society,
which were actuallythe RSS,wentthereto giventhembullets. They werearrestedoy the
police and later tortured.

Afterwardsthe greatfires in the walled city beganandwhole Hindu areaswvereburnt
down. This continuedunabatedput it wasstill by no meanscertainthat Lahorewill go to
PakistanOneday| saidto Dr Gopi ChandBhargavawho wasa Congresseader,ODiSahib
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you shouldleaveLahore.Thereis a dangerto your life hereCHe repliedONo | ama follower
of Gandhi.If someonecomesandkills me | shall die quietly.OAnotherperson MohanLal,
saidjokingly ODrSahibeverybodyis selling his property.Haveyou anyto sell. | will buyit.O
Actually the Hindu leadersof Lahorewerevery confidentthat Lahorewould remaina partof
India. Dr Gopi ChandBhargavavasconvincedthatLahorewould nevergo to Pakistan.The
populationof Lahorewasmoreor lessevenlybalancedetweenMuslims andnon-Muslims.
Perhapshe Muslims werein a slight majority. | left Lahoreon the 9" or 10" of July for
Jullandhamecausesomefriendshadwarnedus that our housewould be attacked.Theytold
me to comebackwhennormality wasrestored.The restof my family membershad gone
already.It was many weekslater that we could traceout eachother.| actually startedmy
returnjourneyfor Lahoreon 11 Augustbecaus®nthe 12" | hadto reportatwork. However,
on the way | met fleeing Hindus and Sikhs in the thousandslt becameclearto me that
returning to Lahore was out of the question. | therefore gave up.

An uncle and a cousinof mine were stabbedand takento Mayo Hospital. They
mentionedmy nameto a colleagueof mine, Dr MuhammadNazir, who was on duty. He

looked after them as if they were his own uncle and cousin.
Ram Parkash Kapur, 75. Interviewed on 20 October 1999at his residencein Delhi. Mr
Kapur comesfrom an affluent upper classfamily of publishers and entrepreneurs of

Lahore. He is a publisher and an industrialist and lives in Delhi.

Partition took place because the Muslims wanted to create an Islamic state

| wasbornin 1924in avery well knownfamily of textbookpublishersof Lahore.The name
of our firm was Attar ChandKapur and Sons.My greatgrandfatherfoundedit. After my
grandfathediedin 1925my father,Lala RamJawayaKapur,andhis brotherstook overthe
businessWe hada very big printing pressbehindNishatCinemawhich we alsoowned.The
presswasbuilt in 1927andthe cinemain 1928.My fatherworkedindefatigablyday andnight
andhe broughtthe firm on the samelevel andstandardasBritish publishersHe wasa great
friend of the governorof Punjab.In 1927 he was nominatedas municipalcommissioneof
Lahore.He wasso closeto the British thatthe governorwould call him andseekadviceon
which Hindu to nominate as a minister. At that time, elections had not been introduced.
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My fatherhadvery goodrelationswith Muslim leadersSir SikandarHayat,Sir Abdul
Qadir, Sir Shahabuddiniiumtaz Daultanaand so manyothersusedto often visit our house.
FerozKhan Noon, NawabMamdotand ShaukatHayat, were very closefriendsof his. Not
only atthe elite level but alsoon the popularlevel therewasno tensionbetweenHindusand
Muslims.

In the morningof 14th August1947,ShaukatHayatand NawabMamdotcameto my
father. Shaukatwas a minister and Mamdot chief minister of the new Muslim League
governmenin Punjab.Theytold my fathernot to leaveLahore.He wasto stayin Pakistan
andcontinuehis businessand maintainbusinesgelationswith India. They wereto provide
him full protection.Whenmy fatherheardthat the leadersof the new Pakistanwould give
him completeprotectionhe decidednot to leave.We hada houseon 10 EdgertonRoad.lt
wasbuilt ontwo andhalf acresof land. We hada very successfuandestablishedusinessn
Lahore. So, he saw no reason to leave and go to India.

But afterthe 16" of Augustcommmunalrenzyflared up in Lahore,especiallyin the
innercity. In our own area,nothinguntowardhappenedintil then.My fatherwasanhonorary
magistrateThe British deputycommissioneMr William askedmeto inspectthe situationin
the trouble spots,so he left on sucha round. At that time therewas a city magistrate Mr
CheemaHe saidto my father:OWhabusinessio you haveto comehere?Now that Pakistan
has been created, | am in charge.O My father replied: ONo, | have been instructed by the deput
commissioneto comeandlook at the situation.If hesaysthenl will notcomeagain.Mow,
this manCheemawasrabidly anti-Hindu.He somehowmanagedo dissuadeMr William and
nextday my fatherreceiveda phone-callfrom the deputycommissioneto the effectthathe
shouldnot go on any suchroundany more,becausdis life wasin danger My fatherrangup
Mamdotandexplainedthe whole situation.He repliedthattherewasnothingto worry. There
was no danger to his life.

In the meantimeyiots in easterrPunjabbroke out on a big scale.Actually in western
Punjabriots hadbegunalreadyafter 3 March. My feelingis thatthe peoplehadbeenincited
to believethat an Islamic statewas going to be createdin Pakistan,and thereforenon-
Muslims hadto be expelledfrom sucha state.Otherwisea properlislamic statecould not be
establishedWhen the Muslim leadersgavethe call Olslanis in danger@he peoplegot

carried away. In any case, we stayed on some more days in Lahore.
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On 5 SeptembeMamdotand ShaukatHayatagainvisited my father. They expressed
greatregretthat thingshadgoneout of control andthey could not protectus anymore .My
fathersaid: GHow canl leavenow. Until the 14™ of August| could gethelpfrom otherswho
were leaving. Now, | haveno truck or anythingelseto carry my belongings.@hey said:
OYoubusinessasssetsvill haveto remainin Pakistan However,your personabelongings
andhouseholdarticlescango alongwith you. We will arrangethe transportfor you andalso
proper police protection so that you can cross the border into India safely.O

Theygavethreetrucksto us.We knewsomebodyn thearmy.He promisedto lendus
anotheroneor two trucks.Our family andmy uncles@milies left our EgertonRoadHouse
on 7 SeptemberWhenweredriving throughBaghbanpuran our way towardsthe border,a
police inspectorstoppedus. He said: OYouwannotcarry so manythingswith you. All thisis
now the propertyof PakistanLeaveeverythinghereCHowever,Mamdothadordereda police
superintendenb helpuscrossthe bordersafelyandwith our belongingsHe askedthe police
inspector:OWhyhaveyou stoppedhesepeople.The chief ministerhasorderedthatthey can
go to India with their belongings.@he inspectorretorted:OWhaare you? All thesethings
belongto the peopleof Pakistan.0he SP tried to explain to the inspectorthat he was
implementingthe decisionof the chief ministerandif he obstructechim, he hadthe authority
to suspendciim. The inspectorremaineddefiant. Finally, the SP orderedhim to take off his
belt andbadgeand handit overto him. The SP now cameto our car and said: OWheryou
crossover from Pakistarto India, pleaseunloadthe governmentrucksandsendthemback.O
My fatherdid exactlythat. Oncewe reachedAmritsarthe trucksdrovebackto PakistanThe
responsibilityfor the partitionriots wasthat of Jinnah.He wantedPakistanat all costs.Our
Congress leaders were such fools they played into his hands.

Nobodyin our family sawthe violencewith their own eyesbecauseve neverwentto
the old city or othertrouble spots.Ourswas an upperclassarea.ln Lohari and Shahalmi
gates,Anarkali, Ichra, Chauburji,and evenKila Gujjar Singh,which wasvery closeto our
house,riots did take place.In our factory most of the workforce was Muslim. All the
machine-merandbookbindersvereMuslims. Theywerecompletelydevotedto him. Noneof
them created any disturbance or trouble for us.

We left our propertyin the chargeof the sonof SheikhNur Elahi, inspectorof schools
Lahoredivision. He and my fatherwere like brothers.We had a paint factory, called the
CrescentPaintand VVarnish Factory,on the canal-bankMy fatherentrustedhat factory to
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him andsaid: OPleaskeepit underyour control. If we return,thenwe cangetit back.If we
donOt, then, it does not matter whether you keep it or someone else takes it.0O

The pressand otherpropertiessemainedwith my youngestunclewho stayedbehind
with a friend of his Mir HussainSaniwho lived on Temple Road.My uncle had severe
diabetesHis family had crossover to India, but he was hopingto retain our propertyin
Lahorebecauseverythingwasjointly ownedby my fatherandhis brothers.Two yearslater
he crossedverto India, but the day he arrivedin Amritsar he died. My fathercameoverto
Delhi from Amritsar. He wasbittererwith the Congresdeaderdor acceptinghe division of
India then with Jinnah and the Lahore Muslim leaders.

| tell you whathappenediuringthosedays.Nehruwasin Lahorejust beforethe 14"

of August.He metwith a numberof Hindu notablesat theresidenceof Bhim SenSaccharin
the meetinghe wastold by all thosewho were presenthat circumstancesveresuchthatno
Hindu will be ableto stayon in Pakistan.Panditji repliedthat Hindus hadlived underthe
Mughalsin the past;they could do it now underthe Muslim rulersof Pakistan. My father
said: OPanditjat that time, Hinduslived in an undividedIndia andthe Mughalsruledin an
undividedIndia. They could not have thrown out all Hindus from sucha state.Now the
situationis completelydifferent. You arecompletelycutting off a partof India andgiving it
to PakistanHere,they wantto establishan Islamic stateandnot simply a Muslim kingdom.
In sucha stateHinduswill neverbe safeandthey will not be wanted.You shouldnot have
agreedo the division of India.GPanditji showedvisible signsof irritation andreplied:OYou
people donOt understand anything. You do not want the British to leave.O

The problemwith Nehruwasthathe neverwantedto go into the details.Moreover,he
wantedto becomethe prime minister.He thereforeacceptedhe ideaof Pakistanand made
Gandhialsoconcedesucha demandl sometimeghink that althoughMamdotand Shaukat
weregoodfriendsof my father,theriotsin Lahorewould not havetakenplacehadtheyreally
opposedhem.At somepointthey musthaveconnivedat the attackson Hindus. Theywanted

to rule in Pakistan unchallenged by others.

Government Official

Yuvraj Krishan, 79. Interviewed on 21 October at the India International Centre.
Retired as Deputy Comptroller and Auditor General of India. He is an author of many
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works. His most recent publications include OTheéoctrine of Karma01997and Ganesa:

Unravelling of an Enigma,1999. He lives in Delhi.

Forced Migration was the result of the communalisatiorof the administrativeservices,

especially the law and order branches and security forces

| was bornin Lahorein 1922.We lived in Dhobi Mandiin the old Anarkaliarea.Thelocality
wherewe lived hada Hindu majority, but nextto us wasa Muslim majority area.l did my
M.A. in historyin 1943andsatin the centralservicesexamin 1944.1 wasselectedandjoined
the Railway AccountsServicein 1944asanaccountfficer at the Railway Headquartersm
Lahore.

Although differencesdid exist betweenthe communitiesand from time to time one
heardof somecommunaltension,most of the time things were peaceful.l had several
Muslim friends. Troublein Lahorestartedwith MasterTara SinghOspeechon 3 March at
Kuri (GirlsO)Bagh nearPuraniAnarkali, nearbyour house.Before the real massacreand
burningsstartedin May, communalanimositybeganto be expressedn termsof belligerent
communalslogansat night from the rooftops. The Muslims would shoutONahra-e-Takbir,
Allah o AkbarOThis wasfollowed by scream®of OHarHar Mahdevy the HindusandOJo
Bole SoNihal, SatSri Akal®by the Sikhs.Eachchorusdraggedn only to befollowed by the
othersideprolongingits menacingrecitationof the religiouscall to arms.All this generated
deepfear andinsecurity.Whenthe attacksstartedon a more organisedbasis,Hindus and
Sikhs were attackedin thoseareaswherethey were in a minority and Hindu-Sikh gangs
attacked Muslims where the latter were in a minority.

The police in Lahorewas overwhelminglyMuslim. It playeda very partisanrole
duringthatperiod.We lost confidencen the statemachinery.If a Hindu or Sikh wentto the
police stationto askfor helpit wasdeniedin practiceif notformally. By early Augustmany
Hindusand Sikhshadleft for the easterrpart, perhapsot with the intentionof going away
forever.It mustbe pointedout thatthe political leadersof all parties,including Jinnah,had
assuredhe minorities that they neednot leave, but sincethe division of the country also
envisagedhatthe serviceswill bedivided,theadministratiorhadbeensplit notionallyandno

longerowedallegianceo a unified state.Thusthe officials andfunctionariedbeganopenlyto
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favour their own co-religionists.The Hindus and Sikhs in Lahore felt that they had no
protection against the criminal elements of the Muslim community.

In 19491 publishedan article in which | presented thesisexplainingthe riots and
forced migration. It is the following. One shoulddistinguishbetweencommunalriots and
forcedmigrationastwo interconnectedbut separatgghenomenaAs long asthe serviceswere
compositeandeachfunctionaryfollowed the rules,law andordercould be maintainedn an
impartial manner.The trouble startedwhenthe option was given to the functionariesof the
centralgovernmentand of the provincial governmentsof Punjaband Bengalto choose
betweenjoining either India or Pakistan.lt madethosefunctionariesbiasedand partisan.
Forcedmigration becamenevitablewhenthe law and order machinery,insteadof simply
ignoring appealdor help, becameactively involved in systematicattacksto drive peopleof
the other communitiesout. | think that administrativeand police functionariesbearthe
greatest responsibility for the communal killings.

My fatherhadleft for Kulu whenthe troublesstarted.My elderbrother,a cousinof
mine,andl lived togethern our Dhobi Mandi houseOn the night of 27 May the Muslims set
fire to PaparMandi, a Hindu locality in the walled city. Whenthe Hindustried to comeout
the police orderedthembacksincetherewascurfew at thattime. At two oOclockn the night
we could seefrom the roof of our houseflamesleapingfrom the directionof the old city. All
this deeply discouraged and frightened us.

By 1947furtherrecruitmento the ICS hadbeenstoppedOn the eveof independence
the governmenbf India decidedto establishan all India administrativeservice.In July the
first examsto it wereheldandl decidedio competefor it. My examinatiorcentrewaslocated
in Islamia College Railway Road, but | was too frightenedto go there becauseof the
communakillings. My brotherwasa journalistat the Civil andMilitary GazetteHe wroteto
SardarPatel,requestinchim to changemy examcentre.SurprisinglySardarPateltook notice
of his letter and it was shifted to Government College, which was safe.

| haddecidedto opt for India as| hadthe forebodingsthat non-Muslimswill not be
safein Pakistan.One day in July a seniorcolleagueof mine, Mr MushtagAhmed, who
belongedo afamousMuslim family of Allahbadandwho eventuallythe Auditor Generalof
Pakistanmetmein the corridorsof the Railway Headquarterd-e tried to persuadeneto opt
for Pakistarbut | told him that! donOwantto be butcheredMr Ahmeddid not mind whatl|
said.Ratherhetalkedto my chief, a Southindian ChristianMr C.T. Venngopal,urging him
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to convinceme to changemy mind andcontinuein PakistanHe evenpromisedto haveme
promoted but | felt that Hindus would be in grave danger in Pakistan.

Sincel hadoptedfor India, | wasrequiredto leavefor Jullandharandtake chargeof
the office thereon 14 August. The Radcliffe Award had not beenannouncedyet, but the
notionalboundaryhadbecomethe effectiveline of demarcatiorbetweenvesternandeastern
Punjab.It wasfelt thatLahorewill goto Pakistarbuttheexactboundaryline wasa subjectof
confusion. However,mostof us knew which areaswere Muslim majority areasandwhich
wereHindu-Sikhmajority areasJullandhamwe knewwill cometo India. Also, Amritsarwas
goingto goto India. The non-Muslimleadersgspeciallythe Sikhs,however,werehopingto
win Lahore on the basis of Oother factorsO.

On 13 August | reachedLahore railway stationat 6 pm, just before the curfew
commenced, to catch the train to Jullandhar. At that time the curfew began at 6 in the evening.
Our train wasto leaveat 8.30pm. My boss,the southindian Christian,accompanieane.He
was entitled to travel in a separatesaloonand wantedme to accompanyhim. The train
howevergot delayed.An hour later, at 9.30the salooncarriagearrived, althoughthe train,
which wasto take us, had not arrivedyet. My chaprasi(orderly), a Hindu who was an ex-
army manwasalsowith us. He told me that we shouldnot sit in the saloonbecauset was
dangeroudo be alone.The fellows who hadbroughtthe salooncarriagepulled it backinto
theyardwhentheyrealisedthatwe did notintendto occupyit. | think this savedus. Murders
at the railway stationbefore14 Augustdid not take placeon the main platforms,butin the
various yards and sidings where the railway carriages were stabled.

| remembethatwhile we werewaiting a trainloadof Muslim refugeesarrivedfrom
Amritsar.Most of themwerewomen.Many werecarryingchildrenin theirarms.My guesss
that the men had beenkilled but the womenfolk spared.lt is fifty-two yearsnow and my
memoryperhapsetraysme but whatl remembeudistinctly from thateveningof 13 August
arethe horror-struckfacesof thosewomen.| realisedthatmoreretaliatoryviolencewill now
follow in Lahoreasthereportsof the variousriots andattacksreachdifferent partsof western
Punjab.

A trainfinally left latein the night. | arrivedin Jullandharcity earlyin the morningof
the 14™ There| saw the brutal killings of Muslims. Three Sikhs cut down an old man
carryingall his belongingson his head.SomeMuslims belongingto nearbyvillagestried to
enterthe Jullandharcantt.stationby force. Threelndian soldiersshotthemdown. Onemore
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terrible memoryhauntsmeto this day. After a brief stayin Jullandan cameto Delhi, wherel

was stayingat the Railway officers retiring room on top of the old Delhi railway station.!|

rememberan old Muslim with a flowing white beardanda young manwith a black beard
werewaiting on the station,probablywith the intentionof migratingto PakistanBoth were
attackedTheold manbeganto bleedprofusivelyfrom the stabshe hadreceived. Therewasa
police stationon the railway premisedtself. Insteadof helpinghim the police let him bleed.
After sometime a military truck came.Deadbodieswereheapedn it. They put boththe old

manandthe youngMuslim on it eventhoughtheywerestill alive. Whathappenedo them,
one can only guess.

My brotherand cousincamesafely from Lahoreby a refugeetrain late in August.
Therearealwayspleasanexceptiongo maintrendsandpropensitieshowever.For example,
arelativeof mine hadretiredfrom the railwaysasa junior officer in Augustonly afew days
beforethe actualdivision took place.He could not, therefore collect his providentfund nor
gethis dues,becauséhe hadfled from Lahore.l wrote to the Muslim accountfficer, who
had worked as a superintendenunder me. He went out of the way to help, and the
governmenbf Pakistanpaid the providentfund to him, eventhoughthe official policy was
not to release the provident fund and other dues to non-Muslims employees.

Political-Media Experiences

Dr Ramanand Sagar, 82. Interviewed on 25 October at the India International Centre,
New Delhi. He beganhis career asa journalist and later becamethe editor of the pro-
CongressUrdu/Hindi newspaper, Milap, published from Lahore. He is one of the
leading filmmaker and storywriter in Bombay. His televisionserial, Ramayanafollowed
by serialson similar Hindu religious and cultural themeshave beena great successHe
lives in Bombay.

The British wanted to bleed us for our freedom; our leaders told us to stay put

| wasbornon 29 Decemberl917in Asal-Guru-Ke a smallvillage on the outskirtsof Lahore.

My fatherhadbusinessnterestan Kashmir,butl grewup with my grandparentgvho lived in
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Cha Pichwaraoff Lytton Road,Mozang,Lahore.My childhoodwas spentin Mozang.In
thosetimes, childrenfrom all communitiesplayedtogetherandthe elderswererespectfulto
eachotherObeliefsandtraditions.As ayoungster] would sometimesgjo to the mosquealong
with my Muslim friendsandjoin themin their prayers| canOtecallany tensionbetweerthe
different families in our locality.

Later we movedto a houseon NisbetRoad.| studiedin the D.A.V. High School,
Lahore, Shri PratapCollege, Srinagarand Punjab University and beganmy careeras a
journalistin 1938.0ur policy wasto promotecommunalamity andhumanisticvaluesandto
advancehe nationalistcauseln thosedays,the nationalistmovementasin full swing.After
the Muslim Leaguegavethe call for a separatéMuslim statein its Lahoresecessionf March
1940,somecommunalensioncould be sensedn the otherwisevery harmoniousatmosphere
of Lahore, but at that time nobody could imagine that Hindus will have to abandon Lahore.

Despitethe changingpolitical situationof Lahore,the artisticandliterary activitiesof
that city continuedto flourish. The latter benigninfluencecould be noticedin the budding
film industrythere.l hadstartedwriting scriptsfor films. In 1944,W. Z. Ahmedinvited meto
Poonato participatein a teamof writers, which wasto producequality films. | stayedthere
for two years butin 1946whencommunaltensionbeganto worsenin Lahore,l hadto return
for the sakeof my family. At thattime my sonPremhadjust beenborn (29" March 1946).In
early March 1947 communalriots broke out in Lahorewhen Hindu-Sikh studentsclashed
with their Muslim counterpartsSuddenlynobodyfelt secure.We Hindus, however,were
convincedthat Lahorewill remaina partof India. Therewasso muchmaterialandcultural
contributionof the Hindusand Sikhsto the developmentf Lahorethatit neveroccurredto
us that one day it will be takenaway from us. The all-India as well asthe Lahore-level
Congress leadership told us not to vacate Lahore. It was widely believed that Lahore would be
givento India. However,violent attacksagainstHindusand Sikhsbecamea daily occurrence.
Many Hindusand Sikhswho hadrelativesin easternPunjabor elsewheran India beganto
move their families to safety.

We hadto flee Lahorein July whenthingswentfrom badto worse.We did not cross
into India from Wagah,but took anotherroute. We travelledto Sialkot and from thereto
Jammuandcontinuedto Srinagar At thattime | waswriting my novel @wur InsanMar GayaO
(And Humanity Died), basedon the horrorsof Partitionas my personakxperiencef those
days.Whenl left, this novelwashalf complete.The GreatUrdu PoetFaizAhmedFaizknew
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aboutmy incompletenovel. Hencelater on he cameto Gulmargin Kashmir,wherel was
stayingin a hutin TangmargHe cameto tell me aboutthe eventswhich followed in Lahore
after | left.

We managedo boardthe planefrom Srinagarto Delhi. | workedfor a while in Delhi
but thencameto Bombay.l havebeenin that city for some52 yearsnow. | haveachieved
outstandingsuccessem thefilm industry,butl still feel like arefugee.Thefeelingof beinga
refugeeneverletsgo of you. It is a constanpartof onesexistenceThefirst thirty yearsof my
life in Lahorearethe onesthatl will alwayscherish.It is wheremostof my fond memoriesof
younger days are rooted.

Lahoreis alwaysin my heart,but | donOthink | would evervisit it. | amtold thatit
haschangedconsiderablyl wantto preservehe memoryof the pre-PartitionLahore.It was
indeeda city of love andharmony.Now, whenl look backuponthoseeventswhich led to
Partition,| am evenmore convincedthan everbeforethat the real mastermindehindthe
division of India were the British. In somedeeplyevil way they wantedto punishus for
demandingreedom.What could be moresatisfyingthanto bleedthosewho hadchallenged
their supremacy? havewritten down my versionof Partitionin my novel, Aur InsaanMar
Gaya (And Humanity Died).

Harkishen Singh Surjeet, 81. Secretary-General of the Communist Party of India
(Marxist). Interviewed at the CPI (M) head-officein New Delhi on 210ctober.He lives

in Delhi.

The economic structure of Punjab provided the root cause for communal tension.

| amoriginally from Jullandharput in August19471 wasin Lahore.Whenthe demandfor
Pakistanwasfirst raised,the Punjabwasunderthe rule of the Unionist Party. It maintained
excellentcommunalharmony.Lahore alwaysplayeda prominentrole in left politics and
manyMuslimswereactivein the movementFazalElahi Qurban,FerozuddinMansur,Abdul
Waris, MazharAli Khan, Daniyal Latifi, Mian Iftikharuddin, and evenMumtaz Daultana
were eithermembersof the Party or sympathisersMany Muslims from uppermiddle-class
families of Lahorewho hadstudiedin Englandhadbeenconvertedio Marxist ideasduring
their stayabroad Among them, Mian Iftikharuddinwho hailedfrom a very rich landowning
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family, providedmostof the financial help to the Party. Whenthe Party becamédegal and
openin 1941,we setup our office at 114 MecleodRoad.The telephonenumberwas 2964.
After my releasefrom jail | stayedin Lahoreuntil 12 August1947.Many timesin recent
yearsl havewantedto visit Lahorebut the threatfrom the extremistKhalistani Sikhs (who
have had bases in Lahore since the 1980s) has deterred me from doing so.

In the 1940sthe CongressParty in Punjabwas the strongholdof the urbanHindu
trading class.It had little influencein the countryside.ln 1936 when Sir Choutu Ram
introduceda bill to remit the debtsto the moneylendershe PunjabCongressefusedto
supportsucha bill. MahmudAli (MazharAli KhanOglderbrother)andl cameto Delhi and
metMaulanaAzad, who instructedthe Congressnembersof the Punjablegislatureto support
thatbill. Of the 13 Congressmembersof the legislature7 were CommunistsThey votedin
favourof thebill butthe 6 who werenotabstainedThebill waspassedvithoutthe supportof
the main Congresdeaders.Of courseremissionfrom the loanswas granted,but still the
cultivator alwaysneededo borrow moneyandthe moneylendergontinuedto do businessn
informal ways.

When the negotiationsbeganwith the Cabinet Mission, the presstendedto
sensationalisés reportingof the events.Consequentlonfusionandanxietyincreasedand
communalpropagandaeightenedin March 1947 ,whenthe governmenbf Khizr Hayatfell,
certainpro-Muslim Leaguechangesn the administrationtook place.Within six or seven
monthsit becamemassivelypopular.lt employedcommunalpropaganda&ffectively. By the
endof 1946it hadbecomeclearthat Pakistarwill be createdout thusfar it did not meanthat
minorities would have to move. In Rawalpindicity therewas a large Sikh trader cum
moneylendercommunity. Suddenlythe debt burdenunderwhich the Muslims had been
suffering convertedinto communalwrath and fury. The Muslim Leaguestartedits anti-
minorities rioting and a massiveassaulton Sikh and Hindu villages took place around
Rawalpindi. That is when hell really broke out in Punjab.

Whenl recallthe earlierperiodof my stayin differentpartsof westernPunjab,l canOt
rememberany traceof animositybetweenthe threecommunities However,things quickly
changedn a fundamentaimanner.The way peoplelooked at eachotherwas so different.
Nobodywassafe.l did notwantto leaveLahore,butmy friendsadvisedmeto gofor thetime
being.Teja SinghSwatantacamea few days after partition. SohanSinghJoshhadleft even
earlier than me. | left on 12 August and came to my native Jullandhar.
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To uswho werepolitically aware it wasclearthatLahorewould be givento Pakistan
becausafter Amritsarandfrom WagahonwardsMuslims werein a majority andLahorehad
a clear Muslim majority. The day the two statesbecameindependentensionincreased
enormouslyandlarge-scalesystematidillings followed. The communalattackson minorities
weredefinitely planned.l know moreaboutthe personsnvolvedin the easterrwing because
| sawthosedreadfulactswith my own eyes.In thatconspiracythe Maharajaof Patialawas
involved. The ideawasthatif the Muslims weredriven out the Sikhs could form their own
statein easternPunjab.Congressactivists and Akalis in the easternwing, all became
communalistsOnly the Muslim Nawabof Malerkotlasucceedeth negotiatinga peacedeal
with the Sikh leaders. It allowed the Muslims of that state to stay on.

The communistsaloneformed defencesquadsin both westernand easternPunjab.
Many Muslim Communistdied defendingthe Hindusand Sikhsin westernPunjab.The full
fury uponMuslims in eastPunjabwas unleasheden daysafter the official Partition. Had
peaceful migration taken place, it would have not created the bitterness that followed the riots.
In my opinion sincethe agreemento exchangegyopulationswasreachednly aftertheriots
had begun it accelerated rather than dampened the communal killings.

Muslim activist involved in attacks on Sikhs and Hindus

Mujahid Tajdin, 86.Interview conductedby Zubair Ghazi on 2 and 25 February 2000.
At the time of Partition, Tajdin was a militant Khaksar. He now owns shop No. 154,
where different typesof Naan (a flat bread made from white wheatflour) are baked. It

is located on Fateh Sher Roadylozang, Lahore.

At the time of the Partitionof India, | wasliving in Mozang.Being inquisitive by naturel
usedto visit Hindu temples,Sikh gurdawarasChristianchurchespesidegrayingfive times
a dayin the mosque.l wantedto know how people,belongingto otherreligions,live and
preachtheir faithsin their religiousplaces Now whenl look uponthoseyearsl cansaythat
the Angrez(English) have done more service to mankind than any other people.

| wasa very devoutandactive memberof the KhaksarmovementWhenthe call to
createan Islamic state,to be called Pakistanwasgiven manyof us werefascinatedy that
idea.| took active partin that struggleagainstHindus and Sikhs. | killed four Sikhs near
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AtchisonCollegeandtook partin thekilling, looting andburningof Hindusand Sikhswhen

fire was set to Shahalmi Gate and other Hindu-Sikh localities.

Attack onthe Sikh GurdawaraChaeveerPadshahion TempleRoadLahore(this templewas
built by the sixth Sikh Guru Hargobirrii)

The Thanedar(sub-inspectoror S.H.O) of Mozang Police Station, Malik Magsood
mastermindedhe attackon the ChaeveerPadshahiHe trainedsomeof usfor four days.We
wereto takepossessionf importantHindu and Sikh placeswhenPartitionoccurred He told

usthatif we diedfighting againstthe non-Muslimswe will be shaheedgmartyrs)andif we

survivedwe will beghazis(soldiersof Allah). He told usthatour Muslim brothersandsisters
werebeingkilled in India, andthe main objectiveof the trainingwasto protectMuslimsand
to take revenge.

We weregivena securityplanto protectMozangfrom Hindu and Sikh assaultThus
we establishedur morchas(defenceposts)at MozangAdda, SafanWala Chowk, Mozang
ChungiandKanakMandi. Thoseof uswho took partin the training besidesme wereZahoor
Din Khaksar,NaseerBau Amanat,HussainGanjakabadi-playerBashir,RasheedAlamgir
Baloch and Shah Din.

It wasthe 26" of Ramadar(13 August)whenwe stormedthe Sikh temple.l, along
with five othersenteredhe templeby climbing its high wall. We gavea lalkar (battlecry) to
the Sikhsto comeout. Nobodyrespondedit waspitch dark at thattime. We broke openthe
front door andenteredthe temple.The Sikhshad splashecdhot kora tel (mustardoil) on the
floor with theresultthatour feetslippedaswe walkedon it. Whenwe lit up a matchstickthe
oil started burning.

| took the kabza(possessiondf the main takht (a long bench).We were 25 to 30
altogether We were shoutingOPakista@indabad@ong live Pakistan)and challengingthe
Sikhsto comeout. Suddenlyoneof themappearedrom underthetakhtwith atalwar (sword)
in his hand.He delivereda blow at me, which struckmy handandl receiveda deepgashon
my wrist. | succeedeth snatchinghe swordfrom his handandkilled him. Meanwhilemany
otherpeoplehadenteredhe gurdawaraNow, the Sikhscameout of their hidingsanda hand-
to-handcombatbeganin the darknessTalwars churras (big knives) and dandas(heavy



58

sticks)wereused.Somepistol shotswerealsofired. Someongut on a fire with the help of
petrol. In my opinion, ThanedaMalik Magsoodhad providedthe petrolto someonean our
group.l myselfwasnotinformedaboutit. Thereweresome20 to 30 Sikh menandwomenin
the temple. All of them perished in the inferno. From our side, we lost Naseer.

How do feel about what happened at that time? Do you regret what you did?

With tear in his eyes, Taj Din said:

We weretold that Pakistanwould be an Islamic Statewherethe nizam(system)established
by Allah andhis Prophetwould againberevived.For doingthat, Hindusand Sikhs,who were
kafirs (infidels), hadto bekilled or kicked out of PakistanOnly thencouldit be a successful
Islamic state.

Once Pakistancameinto being, I, like many others,begananxiouslyto await the
revival of the true and just Islamic stateand society.During the period of GeneralAyub
Khan,| wasparticularlyhopefulthatthingswould changel wroteto him andto the governor
of Punjab,Nawab Amir MohammadKhan of Kalabagh,and becamevery closeto them.
Later,| pinnedmy hopeson GeneralZia-ul-Hag.l evencorrespondeavith the Shahof Iran
and many otherMuslim rulersof the world in the hopethatthey will do somethingfor the
glory of Islam andthe uplift of Muslims. (Many certificatesfrom suchdignitariesandthe
bloodstainedswordthat he wrestedaway from the Sikh in the templewere hangingon the
walls in which the interview took place)

However,we nevergot our Islamic state.Every ruler looted us. Pakistanis a very
corruptsociety.If all this wereto happenthenwhy were we askedto do what we did?
Sometimesat night | cannotsleepbecausef the crimesthatl havecommitted.The facesof
those Sikhs whom | killed are always in my mind.

In 19681 went with a delegationfrom Pakistanto attendthe Urs (annualreligious
festival) of HazratNizamuddinAulia at Delhi. At the borderSikhswelcomedus. They gave
eachof ustwo orangesandoneapple.ln Delhi | wasrecognisedy a Hinduwho usedto live
in Anarkali, Lahore.He wasvery kind and offered his help andservicesfor anythingthat |
might need.
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It happengjuite sooftenthatl prayto Godto give me mafi (pardon)for the murderof
thoseSikhsandHindus.l haveafeelingthat Allah understandsne andhasforgivenme.We

were misguided and used by our politicians.
Analysis

1. Whatwerethe chief characteristicof the processesf forced migration and ethnic

cleansing in Lahore?

The overallcontextof whathappenedn Lahorewas,of course the fact thatthe British were
aboutto wind up their empirein the SubcontinentStateauthority had begunto waneas
public demonstrationgncreasedn momentumn PunjabandLahore.The clashoverLahore
startedin a situationof uncertaintyfor boththe sides.Initially both sidesadoptedaggressive
posturesandretaliatedto eachotherOattacks but over time the Muslim majority gainedthe
upperhand. The fact that Lahore was placedin westernPunjabin the notional division
announcedy the colonialgovernmenin Junemusthavecreatedhe psychologicaimindset
helpful to an offensive posture.

It is, however,mostrevealingthata convictionthat Lahorewill remainin India was
held at the highestlevelsof the Hindu-SikhcommunityleadershipTheir faith in the greater
weight of Oothefactors@leriving from muchgreaterpropertyinterestsaswell the religious
links of the Sikhsto Lahoreratherthanthe populationmajority enjoyedby the Muslims, must
havebeenconsiderableAs we learnfrom theinterviews,theideathatHindusandSikhswere
in a majority (mistakenly)in the city was also prevalent.That the Congressand Hindu
Mahasabhdeaderstold themnot to abandornLahoreprobablyrenderedmany of themeasy
targets.The RSS and other Hindu militants tried their handsat counter-terrorbut were
outnumberedandoncethe Radcliffe awardwasmadepublic the exodusof HindusandSikhs
was a foregone conclusion.

From the variousinterviewswe learn that therewere Hindus and Sikhs who had
reconciledthemselvedo living in Pakistanundera Muslim governmentThatthey could not
do sois indicativeof thefact that,at leastin thelaststageof the Partition,a policy to cleanse
Lahoreof Hindusand Sikhsexisted.Whendid it comeaboutandat whatlevel of command,

is a questionto which no authoritativeanswercaneverbe given. At any rate,anti-Muslim
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riots in easternPunjabdid away with the chancesof Lahoreretainingits multicultural
identity.

It is interestingto notethatin the well-to-do localitiesugly actsof violencedid not
occur. School and college ties, membershipsn gentlemenassociationsand clubs and
participationin joint committeesunder the auspicesof the governmentdid generatea
differenttype of socialcapitalthatmadethe exit from Lahorerelatively safefor the departing
Hindu families such as that of Ram Parkash Kapur.

The classicportrayalof the stateof natureby Hobbesas a war of OallagainstallO
which always comesto life wheneverthe civil state disintegratesis most true in
understandinghe processof forcedmigrationandethniccleansingn Lahore.In multiethnic,
multi-religious societiessuchdisintegrationcan releasethe mostdiabolical type of group
animositiesandhostilities.In a modified form suchsocietiesesultin a war of communities.
Looking at the caseof Lahore,the mostdecisiverole in the forcedmigrationof Hindusand
Sikhswasplayedby the absencef animpartial law andorder-maintainingagency Wasthe
Englishpolice officer beforewhom RattanChandprostratedor help powerlesshecausehe
reign of powershadpassednto the handsof Muslim superiors,or washe andother British
officials who stayedon in Pakistanhaving somepervertedpleasurein seeingthe natives
finish off eachother?Onecanonly wonder.At any rate, magistrateCheemapersonifiedthe
ultimate horror of the statebecominga party to communalconflict. To what extentand at
what level were his, ThanedarMalik MagsoodOsand that of the police inspectorat
Baghbanpura, activities centrally organised and planned, are impossible to determine.

One can say that similar situationsexistedin many parts of Punjab.Both S.
GurbachanSingh Talib and ChaudhriMuhammadAli tell Otrue®ut partisanand partial
stories.To the processof forcedmigrationfrom Lahoremustalsobe includedthe help given
by Muslim friendsto the Hindus and Sikhs when they were leaving. Had every Muslim
turned againstthem, as Talib insists, the result would probably have beena complete
genocidein Lahore.If onerememberghat the Muslim goondasof Amritsar tried to put to
shametheir counterpartsn Lahorefor notfinishing off the Hindu andSikh minority, thenone
caninfer thatit wasanindicationof considerablaeluctanceon the part of the Muslims of
Lahoreto resortto measureseadingto ethnic cleansing.Thereis no reliable figure given
anywhereof how many peoplewerekilled in Lahore,but it is certainthat the Hindu-Sikh
bourgeoisieof Lahorecould leave more or lesssafely. It was petty employeesservants,
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shopkeeperandall thosewho hadneitherthe connectionsior the meango arrangefor their
departuran time thatborethe bruntof communalfrenzy. Many Muslims alsosuccumbedo
counter-terroffrom the other side. It mustalso be notedthat the communalattackswere
conductedwith rathersimpleweaponsThe useof firearmsseemso havebeenlimited. On
the otherhand,the useof petrol to setalight Hindu and Sikh propertyseemso havebeen
usedextensively particularlyfrom the monthof Juneonwards .Fromthe variousinterviews
we learnthat old friendshipsand good neighbourlyrelationsdid survive the onslaughtof
collectiveinsanity,which grippedpeopleduring that period.In that sensewvhathappenedn
Lahore was neither unique nor can it simply be a replication of something identical elsewhere.
It must be concededthat Yuvraj KrishanOshesisthat communalriots as acts of
violenceandterrorismemanatingn the civil societyshouldbe distinguishedfrom forced
migration,which occurswhenstatefunctionariesbring to beartheir powerandauthorityand
colludewith somesectionsof civil societyandthusturn the tide massivelyagainstothers,is
certainly borne out by the findings of the presentinvestigation.Concertedand organised
forced migration, which resultedfinally in ethniccleansingin Lahore,startedtaking place

sometimes in June.

2. What eventsactedastriggersto the processof forced migrationand ethnic cleansingin
Lahore?

Undoubtedlythe Muslim LeagueQdirect action from the end of Januaryl1947 againstthe
governmentof Khizr Tiwana was the first trigger that setin motion a process,which
graduallyresultedin communalclashesandriots in Lahoreandin other partsof Punjab.
However,the conventionakeferenceo the unsheathingf his swordby MasterTaraSingh,
on the stepsof the PunjabLegislativeAssemblyfollowed by a vitriolic speechpreachingan
inter-communalvar, cancertainlybe consideredhe secondmajortriggerto the accentuation
of violent confrontation.The third trigger was the massacreof Sikhs and Hindus in the
Rawalpindiand Jhelumdistricts a few dayslater. It wasto serveasthe model that was
repeatedall over Punjabuntil ethniccleansinghadsuccessfullypeenrealisedon both sidesof
the bordersestablishedy the Radcliffe Award. The fourth trigger mustbe the arrival of the
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packetcontainingbanglesand hennafor the Muslim goondasof Lahore.The fifth trigger
werethebombblastsin theinnercity by the RSS.The announcementf the notionaldivision
of Punjabon 3 June,which placedLahoreon the westernside, was the sixth trigger. The
seventltriggerwasthe formalindependencdaysof 14 and15 Augustfor Pakistarandindia,
and the eighth and final trigger was the Radcliffe Award of 17 August.

3. How reliableis the oral history technique,and what explanationsdo the interviewees
provide regarding the riots in Lahore?

Sincethe presentstudy relies heavily on interviews as sourcesof oral history it might be
usefulto reflectuponthereliability of the informationgeneratedy them.To beginwith, it
must be stressedhat eachinterview constitutesa unique specimenof experience®f pre-
Partition Lahore.The intervieweesare not relativesor membersof any particularpolitical
party and mosthavenevermet one another.They are not presentedas representativef a
OHinduOSikh&r OMuslim@ommunityor group point of view. They arealsonot to be read
asrepresentativesf varioussocialclasser professionsither.Eachinterview containsits
own theoryandexplanationof whathappenedn Lahorein 1947,how andwhy? They must
be readon their own merit, as serious,even passionateaccountsof a very traumaticand
shattering experience.

Notwithstandingthe uniquenes®f eachstory, one can detectthat they portray the
changingsituationin Lahorein very similar terms.Until the 1940s,Lahoreis remembered
mainly asa shiningexampleof communalpeaceandharmony.The variousbooksreferredto
in this study andinterviewsconfirm this image.This appliesacrosssocial class,profession
andevenreligion. Even Mujahid Taj Din mentionsthat he visited Hindu templesand Sikh
gurdawaras in search of truth and religious knowledge.

The perceptionsaand explanationgput forth by the intervieweesaboutwhat happened
in Lahorein 1947differ considerablyhowever.Someblamethe top Muslim Leagueleaders
for thoseriots, othersMuslim instigatorsfrom UP and Bihar, or the lower level Muslim
political cadresandgovernmentunctionarieswhile someothersemphasise¢he questfor an
Islamic stateasinstrumentafor a popularMuslim involvementin thoseriots. Therearealso
theorieshatsuggest morestructuralexplanatiorsuchasthe onebasedn classadvancedy
HarkishenSingh Surjeet.On the otherhand,Dr Ramanandagaridentifiesthe British asthe
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main culprits in thosecrimesand blamesthem for the bloodshedand destruction.Some
suggesthat a wrong calculationon the part of the Hindu and Sikh leadersmight be at the
heartof the intensityof theriots. Perhaps combinationof all thesefactorsprovidesa fuller

and more comprehensive explanation of those riots.
4. Why did communal massacres occur in Lahore?

Onageneraltheoreticalevel, onecannotethatLahorewentthroughconsiderablexpansion
and modernisatiorduring severaldecadedeforePartition. It seemghat traditional Lahore
could maintain,on the one hand,peacefulrelationsbetweencommunitiesand, on the other,

inegalitariansocialrelationswithin andbetweerthem. Traditionalvaluesandbeliefsperhaps
encourageadn attitude which madepeopleacceptthe statusquo as somethinggiven and

unalterable: the long past confirmed the authenticity of the existing situation.

The processof modernisationhowever Joosenedhe knotsthattied varioussegments
andlayerstogether Whatwe learnis that Hindu attitudeswere changingfor the better(e.g.
the changein attitude of Som AnandOgather) and within the walled city an organic,
compositesocietyhadbeenestablishedor quite sometime, asAshrafand Adeebreport.But
suchresponseprobablyremainednsufficient. Reservatiorof seatsfor Muslimshadbegunat
the turn of the 20" centuryandthe Union Party had particularly benefitedthe Muslims by
expandingon suchpolicy. An upwardly mobile Muslim intelligentsiawasfast taking shape.
Thecall for a Muslim stateandlslamicjusticewithin it, givenby the Muslim Leaguein 1940
andmorecrucially duringthe electioncampaignof 1945-46,caughtthe fancy of this volatile
stratum.It probablysawin the expulsionof Hindus an escapdrom the discriminatoryand
denigratingcastesystemthattreatedthemasunclean Politically it turnedits backon the old
systemof patronagenstitutionalisedoy the Unionistsandconfrontedhead-orthe nationalist
movementof the CongressParty. If, now, the PunjabCongressParty was dominatedby
usurers-cum-traderss Surjeetargues,then that only exacerbatedhe political situation.
Althoughwe learnmostly aboutthe Muslim LeagueQgsreparationsor aneventualshowdown
overLahoreandPunjab theintervieweesalsomentionthe preparation®f the CongressRkSS,
and the Hindu Mahasabha.

Conclusion
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The enquiry posedthe following main question:Whathappenedn Lahorein 1947,
how and why?

As regardsthe two hypothesesthe harddataandevidencein handarelimited to test
or falsify the two hypothesedn a stringentmanner.One can neverthelessassertthat
hypothesione,suggestinghata planto expelby all meansHindusand Sikhsfrom Lahore
existedat leastfrom the beginningof the OdirectactionGn early 1947, and that it was
implementedwithout any meaningfulresistancefrom the Hindus and Sikhs, seemsless
plausible.Sucha conclusioncanbe drawnsafelyby rereadingheinterviews.EspeciallyRam
ParkastKapurOaccouniof the activitiesof someof thetop Muslim Leagueleadersn Lahore
suggestshatevenafter Pakistanhadcomeinto being,theywereurging his fatherto stayon.
They did reversetheir advicea few weekslater when Muslim refugeesfrom EastPunjab
pouredinto Lahore.Sucha decisionwas surely reflective of realpolitik ratherthan pre-
meditatedconspiracy We alsolearnthat the Hindusand Sikhsinitially enteredthe struggle
for Lahorein the optimistic belief thatit will remainin India, and usedviolence against
Muslimsin areadn which the latterwerein a minority. Accordingto Dr Sarin,at the startof
the communal conflict reports of deaths from both sides came in daily.

Hypothesistwo, on the other hand, seemsto be closerto the truth. The Owarof
communities®eganin andaroundLahoreandPunjabin March 1947.It waswagedinitially
without any clear plan or strategyfrom both sidesamid greatuncertaintyaboutwhether
Lahorewill goto India or Pakistan.The variouspolitical, administrativeandlegal decisions
in early Junetakenat the highestpolitical level by the colonial statetilted the balanceof
powerin Lahorein favourof the Muslims,however. In the processa conspiracyto eliminate
HindusandSikhsmostprobablystartedtaking shapeassuperiomumbersprganisedolitical
cadres,a partisanadministrationand a dissolvingpolitical authority createdcircumstances
that facilitatedits realisation.lt seemsmorereasonabldéo concludethat sucha conspiracy
lackedcentralplanningandleadershipandwasperhapsmplementedat the local levelsamid
greatuncertainty Evenin Mozang,wherethe Muslimsheld sway,the conspiracyto setfire to
the Sikh templewashatchedaspartof anoverall strategywhich waspartly defensive(setting
up of defensivepostsaroundMozangto protectit againstattacksfrom HindusandSikhs)and

partly offensive.This conclusionone canreasonablydraw from TajdinOsnterview. It is also
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certainthatonly a handfulof activiststook partin pre-meditatecttacksIn anycasetheidea
that the whole Muslim community was involved in those crimes is clearly inadmissible.

One can emphasisehowever,that the situationin Lahorereflectedthe balanceof
powerin a particularsituation.Elsewherehingshappenedlifferently. In easterrPunjabthe
Sikh-HindureprisalsagainstMuslims aretoo well known. As the Punjabdegenerateahto
anarchyandchaosandthe statepracticallyabdicatedts sovereigrrole to maintainlaw and
order,the logic of survival gavebirth to conspiracien both sidesto annihilatethe other.
Fear can convert easily into aggressionwhen circumstancesare favourable.That the
intentionsand motivesbehindthosecrimesmay include,on the onehand,anidealismfor a
separatehomelandand, on the other, the more baserconcernsfor loot, plunder,rising
ambitionsto power,revengeandso on, is not unthinkable Different sectionsof societythat
took partin thoseriots probablyhaddifferentreasongor doing so.No socialsciencemethod
will ever suffice to uncover all those motivational drives.

In amoreideologicalsensehowever the exclusionof non-Muslimsfrom the category
of equalcitizensof the statewasintrinsic to the logic of a Muslim/Islamicstate,evenwhen
Muslim Leagudeaderdid notadmitthis. Also in termsof the chronologyof communatiots,
it is beyondany doubtwhatsoevethatthefirst large-scaleplannedslaughteiin Punjabtook
placein the Rawalpindidivision andthe Muslims werethe culprits. Munir assertghatJinnah
intervenedto stop the carnage put evidenceof sucha public standof his or of his close
associatesas not beenestablishedby impartial scholarship.As regardsLahore, what
happenedn 1947wasa consequencef a biggergameof high politics taking placeat the all-
India level. Who bearsthe ultimate responsibilityfor the Partition of India is beyondthe
scopeof the presentenquiry, but Lahorecertainlychangedts ethno-culturakcompositionin
favour of the Muslim majority.

However, the enquiry also posed two questions regarding post-Partition Lahore:

1. How did forced migrationandethniccleansingmpacton the demographictructure
and cultural identity of Lahore?

2. Did Lahore become OhomogeneousO after Partition?

To these questions, the following answers can be proferred:
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1. How did forced migrationand ethnic cleansingmpacton the demographictructureand
cultural identity of Lahore?

A careful examinationof the accountsof pre-PartitionLahore doesnot put us in any
definitive positionto passjudgementon the exactnatureof inter-communalkelationsand
interaction.The safestthing onecansayis thatthereis no singlesocietalpatternthatonecan
affix to LahoreOsocial and cultural life. Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs did sharea common
Punjabicultureandparticipatedn eachotherOfestivalsandceremoniedut eachgroupalso
lived a separate existence and possessed a distinct identity. Caste restrictions were observed ir
someplacesandhousesout notin all. Sucha socialorderhadsurvivedandeventhrived for
centuries Orthodoxaswell asnon-conformistand unconventionalvaysof relatingto each
co-existedsideby side. The demographiconsequencesf Partitionfor Lahorewerethatthe
mayjor portion of its businessand commercialclasswas effectively removed,so was the
broader middle-class,which had moved into the new Hindu-Sikh residential areas,
constructedfrom aboutthe beginningof the 1920s.The much larger but economically
backwardMuslim majority was catapultedinto positionsof commandat all levels. Such
demographictransformationcertainly facilitated upward mobility of a large number of
Muslims.In communalterms,it becameanoreor lessa Muslim city. The Muslim population,
however receiveda substantiaportion of newcomersmostly refugeedrom easterrPunjab,
especiallyAmritsar but also other major towns suchas Jullandharand Ludhiana,and some
from the Urdu-speaking areas of northern India and Hyderabad Deccan.

In the subsequentlecadesthe city hasexpandedn all directionsand new residents
havecontinuedto arrive from the other partsof the PakistaniPunjab.Many old Lahorites
whoseroots predatethe founding of Pakistancomplainthat their sophisticatecity andits
relaxedlife style havegraduallybeensubvertedoy the boorishandclumsymannersof these
nouveauriche, especiallysincelarge numberof villagers and small town dwellers, after
making somefortune as migrantworkersin the PersianGulf regionor in otherpartsof the
world, havesettledin the newlocalitieson the outskirtsof the city. Thusdemographichange
hascontinuedunabatedand from a petite city of around700,000in 1947, Lahoreis now
hometo somesix million people.t is very likely thatthe majority of the peopleresidingthere
have arrived after 1947.
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Overthe years,LahoreOkslamic identity hasbecomemore pronouncedA cousinof
minetells the story thata friend of his who wasa programmeproducerat the Lahoreunit of
the PakistanTelevisionwas summonedy the military administratorof Lahorein the early
stagesof GeneralZia-ul-HagOsakeoverof power. He was orderedto preparea scriptfor a
televisionprogrammeon the history of Lahore.Somedayslater, he returnedwith anoutline.
Not surprisinghe had begunthe history of Lahorewith the legendaryorigin of its name
associateavith Lav/Loh, sonof Rama.The colonellisteningto the scriptbecamdivid with
rageand demandedhe deletionof any suchreferencelnsteadthe story of Lahorewasto
beginwith thearrivalin Lahorein 1039of the sufi-saintDataGanjBakshfrom Afghanistan
alongwith the army of Masudof Ghazni.Thusin onesensel.ahoreembodieghe underlying
philosophyof ethniccleansingandeffortsto eraseall tracesof its non-Islamichistoricaland
cultural roots shouldbe interpretedas part of the projectof purifying it of all un-Islamic
antecedents.

2. Did Lahore become OhomogeneousO after Partition?

This bringsus perhapgo the mostchallengingintellectualproblemthe presentnvestigation
mustsolve: was pre-PartitionLahorea deeplydivided or an exemplarymulticultural city?
Now, Lahorewentup in flamesin a matterof a few months,someevensay,in a few weeks,
in 1947.1n that senseit musthavebeena plural, deeplydivided societywhere persistent
cleavagesndthe relatedsocio-economi@ndculturalinequalitiesweredeepandpermanent.
Oncethe troublesstartedit easilywentasunderSuchan explanationseemsobvious,but it
cannot satisfactorily explain how until the 1940s Lahore functioned as a successful
multiculturalismorder.If onerecalls,not only whatthe intervieweeshavesaidbut alsowhat
Ashraf, Adeeband Lahori (who are Muslims) write, oneis driven to believethat Lahore
before 1940 was a very successfukexampleof inter-communalamity and understanding.
Froma methodologicapoint of view it is thereforewiser not to describeandcategorisesuch
complex and diverse societies in definitive terms.
Ratheroneshouldemphasis¢heresponsibilityof actors,especiallythosein positions
of influence, power and authority, in preserving or subverting the peace. Forced migration and
ethnic cleansingare man-madedisastersand not anything else. Good governmentand

progressivepolicy canmitigate tensionsso that plural societiescantransforminto tolerant,
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multicultural onesand,vice versa,manipulativeandimmoral politics cansubvertthe peace
andtranquillity of composite pluralist societies.In the end, the way out is not the end of
politics but betterpolitics as RousseayroposedWhat happenedn 1947 wasthe failure of
politics. Lahorecould haveretainedandimprovedits multiculturalfoundationsbut the forces
of confrontation and conflict prevailed.

This bringsusto the crucial question:Did Lahoretransforminto a homogeneousity
(by implication onethatis free of fissuresanddeepcleavagesyvhenthe non-Muslimsleft?
Indeedafter the 1947 holocaust,no comparableslaughterof citizens hastaken placein
Lahore,butthen,a collapseof the stateandstructureof authoritycomparabldg¢o 1947hasnot
takenplaceeither.So, onecannotdefinitely claim that Lahoreis now immuneto large-scale
communalslaughterand ethniccleansingHomogeneityis not entirely a matterof objective
descriptionand fixed boundariesSubjectivefeelingsand inputs of political entrepreneurs
play animportantrole in identity formationand perceptionsThusin 1953 a virulent anti-
Ahmadiyyaagitationbroke out in Lahore.SomeMuslim Leagueleadersmastermindedt.
Therewas considerabldoss of life and property. The sameAhmadiyyacommunity had
playedan active role in the promotionof the Pakistandemandin 1947 and the Muslim
Leaguehadincludedthemamongthe Muslims.In 1974theywerefoundto be holdingbeliefs
contraryto the teaching=f Islamanddeclareda religiousminority by the PakistanNational
Assembly.From the late 1980sonwards,the Sunniand Shiacommunitieshave beenthe
victims of sectariarviolenceandterrorism.Sectariammilitias havebeenengagedn recurrent
and protractedterrorismin Lahore.They havenot hesitatedo kill peoplebelongingto the
othersectevenif theywereprayingor mourningdeath.Desecratiorof eachotherOmosques,
graveyardsand suchother placeshastakenplace.In future, the Sunni-Shiadivide might
provefatal to the homogeneityof LahoreandPunjabif the obsessiorior confessionapurity
is allowedto keepeliminatingall anomaliesOneis driven to concludethat varying ethnic
characteristichy themselveslo not lead eitherto harmonyor conflict. Rather,actorsput
theminto sucharole. Whatmight appeatto be a stable multicultural communityat onetime
may dissipateinto disparateand hostile sub-groupsat anothertime andit is not impossible
that group differences and tensions can be transcended by enlightened policy and attitudes.
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