16th March 2009

Dear Colleagues,

Wider Opportunities in Music at KS2 in Special Schools

Allocation of funds from Standards Funds for Music for 2009.10

Many of you will be aware of government support through the Standards Fund for Music to enable all children during KS2 to have the opportunity to play an instrument or sing with a specialist. Of the nine special schools with KS2 pupils in the city and county four have submitted plans and received an allocation of funds to support their programme during 2008.09.

I would like to support all nine schools to take up the opportunity in future as funds are available for 2009.10 and 2010.11. The allocations due to special schools range from £450-£800 per annum based on a formula that includes numbers of students at KS2.
1. Funding for special schools to share practice about Wider Opportunities music programmes:
I am proposing an allocation of £500 for summer term 2009 to each special school who wants to develop their Wider Opportunities Music plan and share effective practice. This funding is additional to the allocation for the actual programme. 
This funding will enable the release of a member of staff to meet with colleagues from other special schools. The meetings can take place at The Knighton Fields Centre although the teachers may also   wish to use some of the funds to visit each other’s schools. The purpose of the meetings and/or visits would be to exchange practice about instrumental/vocal KS2 programmes that are appropriate and already working in some special schools so that all schools gain new ideas and identify any further support that could be provided.
Proposal:

· an initial meeting on 29th April 1pm -3pm at Knighton Fields Centre;

· for a member of staff with an interest in music from each special school. (This will be a city/county meeting)
Agenda: Exchanging information about current provision;

planning  visits to see programmes in action or support that will help each school develop a Wider Opportunities programme for KS2.  
All schools represented at the meeting will receive the allocation of £500 to support release and further sharing of practice/planning. All representatives attending the meeting should be prepared to share their current provision in music especially any Wider Opportunities programmes at KS2.
Please email or telephone by March 30th the name of a member of staff who would be interested in attending the meetings to share practice. 

(Contact: nkumara@leics.gov.uk or Tel 0116 270 0850, Nishita Kumara)

2. Ongoing funding for special schools Wider Opportunities programmes
The funds proposed above are additional to the allocation available to special schools for a Wider Opportunities programme. 

For the last two years, funding has been made available for KS2 Music to support the wider opportunities pledge explained in “Excellence and Enjoyment”. This funding, which is ring fenced, will continue for 2009.10 and is expected to continue for 2010.11.  This is a great opportunity to widen access to many more children and a significant majority of city and county schools are delivering programmes now. The aim is to increase that number in 2009.10.  

What is Wider Opportunities and who can receive funds?

To receive funds equivalent to the amount devolved last year from the Standards Fund for Music for your Wider Opportunities Programme, you need to meet the following criteria:

1. Your programme fulfils The Wider Opportunities pledge that “over time all children at KS2 who want to shall have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument/sing with a vocal specialist.”
2. Your Wider Opportunities programme has 

ACCESS

· A free instrumental/vocal access stage comprising taster session(s) and sessions to develop musical skills/general musicianship.
· The initial access stage usually lasts for a year and is usually taught as whole class/large group.

CONTINUATION 

· A continuation stage where, after the free initial access stage, children can make an informed choice and decide if they wish to continue to learn a musical instrument/sing.

· The expectations are that 

· at least 50% of children will continue their learning either on the same or on a different instrument;

· that the children will play in ensembles through school, area or county/city wide ensembles;

· they will put on a musical production/concert.
· DCSF definition of continuation states “they will engage in enhanced music
      making experiences beyond their statutory National Curriculum experience.”
· Charging and remission policies in schools should ensure this choice is affordable for all children; children in care are entitled to free provision (Contact Leicester-Shire Arts in Education for details about reclaiming costs for children in care.)

Accessing the funding

After consultation with Schools Funding Forum, it has been agreed that arrangements for accessing the funding will be similar to last year:

Schools with KS2 pupils will have access to the same level of funds for their school as those devolved in 2008/09. (Contact Divya Haller or Nishita Kumara  at Leicester-Shire Arts in Education 0116 270 0850 if you are unsure of your allocation.) 

To help comply with Department for Children, Schools and Families monitoring requirements, there will be the need for each school to provide a plan before the funds are released. This is not a bid for funding but a plan indicating how the funds have been/will be used to meet the aims of the grant. As long as the plan meets the aims for Wider Opportunities at KS2, the funds will be allocated.

Action points
Either
If you already have a Wider Opportunities project delivered by Leicester-Shire Arts in Education and wish to continue the project, complete the PINK planning form. 

The deadline for receipt of your plan is Tuesday 21st April. 
Projects will be allocated on a first come first served basis. 

Instruments required for projects cannot be guaranteed delivery for the beginning of the autumn term especially if plans are returned after the deadline.

Or

Complete the BLUE planning form for your own school scheme.
The deadline for receipt of plans from special schools is Tuesday 16th June. This provides time to meet and share practice with colleagues first.

Plans received after 16th June 2009 are not guaranteed to receive funds for the beginning of the autumn term and, if considerably later, may not receive funds for academic year 2009/10 if the funds have been re-allocated.  
Leicester-Shire Arts in Education may be able to support your plan by providing an ensemble visit, helping with instrument purchase or providing some teaching. Please contact Russell Parry rparry@leics.gov.uk  or 0116 270 0850
I look forward to hearing from you and hope you consider this approach to developing and sharing practice is useful.

Yours sincerely
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Osyth Dolton,

Head of Service
