Inclusion

General strategies to help to include ethnic minority pupils

· respect.  Be firm about anti-racism.  Ask the pupils how to say their names if you are not sure.  (‘Abdul’ is not a name by itself.  It is part of a name e.g. ‘Abdul Sufian’.)

· work with parents.  The parents may not be familiar with the UK education system and may be unsure of their role of working in partnership with the school.  When parents and teachers work together, much more is achieved.

· interest.  Try to include a multi-cultural aspect to your teaching.  Perhaps there is someone famous in your field who is not British? (See “Suggested texts from other cultures and traditions / antiracist” below.)

· have high expectations.  Low levels of English language skills do not mean that the pupils is not clever.  They just mean we have to try to find different ways for them to show what they know.  For asylum-seeking pupils in particular, success in school is often a coping strategy, symbolising hope for the future.

· place pupils in sets according to their ability, not their level of competence in English.

· group pupils sensitively.  At times you may want pupils who share the same language to work together, so they can help each other.  At other times you may wish to mix the pupils more;  this way they get more experience of working with others, have more opportunities to make friends, and get a wider range of language models.

· use artefacts or pictures to help pupils to understand.  If you use a video, use the pause button frequently to emphasise important points.  Another good idea is to tell the pupils beforehand what they are going to see, and write a list of key words or the board for them.  This helps them to make sense of what they see.

· Use key visuals such as graphs, charts, diagrams.

· devise activities which need pupils to work together collaboratively.  They are much more likely to tease out the meaning if they can talk to a friend about the work.  “Think, pair, share” is the simplest to organise and is well worth doing.  It is especially useful as it gives the pupil the extra “thinking time” to sort ideas out in two languages.

· active learning strategies.

· writing frames.

· speaking frames.

· DARTS for advanced reading skills.

You might also consider:

· differentiated texts.

· differentiated activities.

· differentiated homework.
