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For Immediate Release
12 December 2007
Easier walking is aim of Hinckley area footpaths makeover
Paths around Hinckley, Barwell and Earl Shilton are being made easier to use in an improvement scheme undertaken by Leicestershire County Council.

This major project aims to encourage people to walk more and use local paths to get to schools, shops or out into the countryside, by laying better surfaces and targeting specific problems. The footpath past Heathfield High School from Heath Lane South is being cleared and surfaced. In response to public demand, the path from Hinckley to Burbage Common past John Cleveland College, is getting an all weather surface as is the path to the Common from Leicester Road, near Brick Kiln Farm.
Elsewhere on Burbage Common, flooding at the bridge under the railway will be tackled by major drainage work. Better access to the Ashby Canal towpath from adjacent roads and other footpaths is also included in the scheme as this well-used route is a public footpath from Hinckley to Sutton Cheney wharf. Improving signs and waymark posts and clearing vegetation on other local paths has also been carried out. The whole project is due to be completed during December 2007.
The project is part of a five year programme, focusing on paths in or near urban areas, being undertaken by the County Council under the Local Transport Plan. Most people in Leicestershire have paths almost on their doorstep with 94% living within 500 metres of a footpath or bridleway. Walking is the easiest way to have some fresh air and exercise and local paths are an ideal way to explore more. More information about where to walk or ride is on the web at www.leics.gov.uk/paths 
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