Learn about Leicestershire’s hedgerow heritage

A free publication is available about the heritage of hedgerows to help people of all ages explore and enjoy the history of local countryside and wildlife.  The booklet, called ‘The Cutting Hedge of Biodiversity’, has information relating to wildlife found in and around hedgerows as well as sections on their folklore and history. 

Hedgerows are among the most important and recognisable features of the English countryside, outlining fields and marking parish boundaries. They are great places for wildlife too!  Birds, insects, mammals and mini-beasts all rely on the hedgerow for food and shelter, and without them, many interesting and beautiful species would be lost. 

Despite this, if you joined together all the hedges destroyed in recent years, they could circle the earth over six times. It is therefore extremely important that these habitats are recorded and cared for, both for our enjoyment and for the sake of the environment as a whole.

The booklet provides ideas about projects and activities that can be undertaken by local people, along with a survey form for people to fill in if they wish. The records produced from these forms will provide invaluable information, helping conservationists safeguard this essential part of our landscape.

To find out more information, contact the Holly Hayes Environment and Resources Centre, 216 Birstall Road, Leicestershire LE4 4DG, telephone (0116) 2671950, e-mail wildlife@leics.gov.uk or visit www.leics.gov.uk/celebrating_wildlife.










