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INTRODUCTION 
 

The Draft East Midlands Regional Plan recognises the need for measures to 
protect and enhance the particular character of Charnwood Forest, potentially 
through a ‘Regional Park’ initiative. The aim of this half-day conference, 
organised by Leicestershire County Council, was to seek the views of 
organisations with local interests on possible options for the future of this 
distinctive area. 
 
The conference was chaired by County Councillor Ernie White, the County 
Council’s Cabinet Lead Member for Community Services. The presentations 
were as follows : 
 
Charnwood Forest - a planning history 
Heather Broughton, Head of Environment & Heritage Services, LCC 
 
Why Charnwood Forest is important 
Tony Squires, landscape historian 
 
Pressures on Charnwood Forest 
Lonek Wojtulewicz, Group Manager (Planning), LCC 
and Julia Hawley, Senior Rural Business Consultant, ADAS 
 
Charnwood Forest – options for the future 
Geoff Sansome, Regional Director (East Midlands), Natural England 
 
There were also two question sessions and a workshop session. 
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PRESENTATIONS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WELCOME 
 

County Councillor Ernie White 
 Cabinet Lead Member for Community Services 

 
Ernie White welcomed all the delegates to the conference, and 
expressed the hope that they would find both the speakers and the 
workshops informative and constructive. He went on to say : 
 
‘As you will hear from our speakers, Charnwood Forest is, for a host 
of reasons, a special area and consequently one which requires 
careful consideration.  Whether it be for a Sunday morning walk 
with the grandchildren in Bradgate Park, a geological foray into 
prehistory, seeking out a rare spider or lichen, or helping you earn 
your living, Charnwood has something for everyone. 
 
As some of you may know, these special qualities have been 
recognised by the East Midlands Regional Assembly in their Draft 
Regional Spatial Strategy, which proposes a Charnwood Forest 
Regional Park.  
 
I’d ask you to view today as the starting point for a period of 
consultation and deliberation which will, in due course, hopefully 
produce a range of policies and initiatives, which will help 
Charnwood Forest respond to the pressures it will face in the future.   
 
The County Council will be writing up today’s proceedings for 
circulation to all of you. Thereafter it is anticipated that further 
rounds of consultation will be needed before a consensus can be 
reached on how best to plan a future for Charnwood Forest.  
 
Finally, before I pass you over to our first speaker, may I say that I 
hope that we all enjoy and learn from this event, so that together 
we can help shape a positive future for Charnwood Forest.’ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 




