Four in a line games

These are examples of the commonly used idea of getting a set of numbers in a line to win a game. The aim is simply for an individual/ pair/ team to cover up three, four or five numbers in a line. There are four versions here, addition and subtraction with numbers up to 20 and multiplication and division involving 2,3,5 and 10, but they can be simplified or extended for your own use.

One version of the game involves the children in taking it in turns to pick a bond and then suggesting the correct answer. This is then checked (from a set of answers or using a calculator) and if correct they put their coloured counter or cube into a box. The winner is the person or team to get 3,4 or 5 in a line first.

The game can also be played using a set of cards (you’ll need to make your own) with the various answers on (include several of each). The children turn over a card and then select a bond which matches the answer on the card. Again it is checked and if correct a coloured counter placed on the appropriate square. Alternatively the addition/ subtraction games can be played with a suitable die (in these games a 1-20 die would be good with some answers not possible!).

As in these examples games like this can be focussed on a particular level or objective and once saved are relatively easy to adjust and develop for your particular need or situation. If you develop interesting ones of your own and are willing to share them please send them to us, at County Hall, indicating their specific focus.

