Evaluating the Foundation Stage 

Personal knowledge of the Foundation Stage This to be completed by individual members of the leadership team to support continuing professional development

“Effective education requires both a relevant curriculum and practitioners who understand and are able to implement the curriculum requirements”

	Key Self-evaluation Questions
	Yes
	In part
	No
	How do you know?

Evidence
	Action

	1. Do I have a copy of the Foundation Stage Curriculum Guidance and understand the progression through the Stepping Stones to Early Learning Goals?
	
	N/A
	
	N/A
	

	2. Do I regularly teach or spend time in the Foundation Stage?
	
	N/A
	
	
	

	3. Have I had recent relevant training in the Foundation Stage Curriculum?
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Am I confident in using the Foundation Stage Curriculum guidance to monitor and evaluate effectively?
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Do I know about the provision, both

       indoors and outdoors, that should be available for 

       Foundation Stage children?
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Do I understand and appreciate the role of al the adults working in the Foundation Stage, including the role played by parents.
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Do subject leaders have sufficient knowledge about their subject within the Foundation Stage curriculum?
	
	
	
	
	


	Overall judgement and actions to be taken:


Teaching and Learning – provision [5]
“ For children to have rich and stimulating experiences, the learning environment should be well-planned and well-organised. It provides the structure for teaching within which children explore, experiment, plan and make decision for themselves, thus enabling them to learn, develop and make good progress.

	Key Self-evaluation Questions
	Yes
	In part
	No
	How do you know?

Evidence
	Action

	1. Is there an appropriate balance of teacher focused, teacher directed and child-initiated activities?
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Are there sufficient teacher focussed activities taking place in the provision in contrast to always being table based?
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Are all children given sufficient opportunities to play independently through child-initiated activities?
	
	
	
	
	

	4. How well are all children able to access a range of learning opportunities both indoors and outdoors?
	
	
	
	
	

	5.  How well do I ensure that every foundation stage child’s needs are being met by the appropriateness of activities and the avoidance of unnecessary fragmentation throughout the day?
	
	
	
	
	

	6     How well do the displays support and reflect the quality of teaching and learning?


	
	
	
	
	

	7.    Do all adults model and scaffold children’s learning within the play-based provision?
	
	
	
	
	

	8.   Do the adults recognise that children will make links across all areas of learning through well planned activities?
	
	
	
	
	

	9.    Do the adults accept and respond to children changing and modifying activities to meet and extend their own needs?
	
	
	
	
	

	10.  Do the adults adapt and change their plans to support the interests of the children?
	
	
	
	
	

	11. Do the adults ask open ended, challenging questions that make children think? 
	
	
	
	
	

	12.  Do adults and children take part in conventional conversations where there is an exchange of ideas?
	
	
	
	
	


	Overall judgement (Outstanding, good, satisfactory, inadequate)


Curriculum – provision [5]
“To be effective, an early years curriculum should be carefully structured. In structure there should be three strands:

· provision for the different starting points from which children develop their learning, building on what they can already do;

· relevant and appropriate content that matches the different levels of young children’s needs;

· planned and purposeful activity that provides opportunities for teaching and learning both indoors and out.

	Key Self-evaluation Questions
	Yes
	In part
	No
	How do you know?

Evidence
	Action

	1. Are all six areas of learning being taught and given equal emphasis in the Foundation Stage? 
	1. 
	2. 
	3. 
	4. 
	5. 

	2. Are the areas of learning being taught within play based provision?
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Is the provision inside mirrored in the provision outside?
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Does the provision continue into Year 1 to enable a smooth transition?
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Is the curriculum relevant to the interests and experiences of the children?
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Overall judgement (Outstanding, good, satisfactory, inadequate)


Achievement [3]
“Early years experience should build on what children already know and can do. It should also encourage a positive attitude and disposition to learn and to aim to prevent early failure”

	Key Self-evaluation Questions
	Yes
	In part
	No
	How do you know?

Evidence
	Action

	1. Are the children fully challenged and therefore making good progress within a play-based curriculum?
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Do we track children’s achievement throughout the Foundation Stage?
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Are more able children fully challenged and fulfil their potential within a play-based curriculum?
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Are boys fully challenged and fulfil their potential within a play-based curriculum?
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Is there a significant variation in achievement across the Foundation Stage Profile scales?
	
	n/a
	
	
	

	6. Do you make comparisons between your own school’s Foundation Stage Profile results and those within the LA and nationally?
	
	n/a
	
	
	


	Overall judgement (Outstanding, good, satisfactory, inadequate)


Assessment – provision [5]
“Practitioners must be able to observe and respond appropriately to children, informed by a knowledge of how children develop and learn and a clear understanding of possible next steps in their development and learning”

	Key Self-evaluation Questions
	Yes
	In part
	No
	How do you know?

Evidence
	Action

	1. Is effective continuous assessment established in the foundation stage??
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Does assessment ensure that the curriculum continuously meets the needs of children?
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Do adults plan sufficient observation time into their day?
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Do practitioners informally record assessments to support future planning?
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Do you use the LA ‘On Track’ materials to track the progression of children from on-entry to the end of the Foundation Stage?
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Are parents involved and invited to contribute to the assessment process?
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Do we summarise the judgements for governors and leaders at the end of the Foundation Stage using the Foundation Stage profile?
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Overall judgement (Outstanding, good, satisfactory, inadequate)


Characteristics of the school – Inclusion [1]
“No child should be excluded or disadvantaged because of ethnicity, culture or religion, home language, family background, special educational need, disability, gender or ability”

	Key Self-evaluation Questions
	Yes
	In part
	No
	How do you know?

Evidence
	Action

	1. Does the foundation stage welcome new families?
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Does everyone involved with the foundation stage feel included secure and valued?
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Is information accessible to all children and adults?
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Does the teaching and learning reflect the diversity in the world?
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Are opportunities provided for adults working in the Foundation Stage to access Inclusion training?
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Are barriers to achievement identified and addressed including allocation of resources?
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Does the accommodation both inside and outside fully support inclusion?
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


	Overall judgement (Outstanding, good, satisfactory, inadequate)


Care, guidance and support for children [4]
“Parents and practitioners should work together in an atmosphere of mutual respect within which children can have security and confidence”

	Key Self-evaluation Questions
	Yes
	In part
	No
	How do you know?

Evidence
	Action

	Does the Foundation Stage provision ensure that children are keen to come to school leading to good attendance?
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the Foundation Stage provision meet the needs of children ensuring good attitudes and behaviour?


	
	
	
	
	

	Are systems of communication effective for both parents and children?


	
	
	
	
	

	Are there effective links based on mutual respect with feeder settings to ensure continuity of experience for children and parents/carers?
	
	
	
	
	

	Does the liaison with other settings enable continuous learning for children?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are transition arrangements for children moving from Foundation Stage into Key Stage 1 effective?
	
	
	
	
	

	Are there effective partnerships with all agencies involved with the Foundation Stage children?
	
	
	
	
	

	1. 
	
	
	
	
	


	Overall judgement (Outstanding, good, satisfactory, inadequate)


