Fish finders

Fish are widespread in rivers, streams, ponds and lakes and amongst the best-known animal life, but because they are hidden beneath the water, have often been neglected by wildlife enthusiasts.  A little is known about their distribution in Leicestershire and Rutland, but there are lots of gaps that need to be filled. Like other animals, some fish are rare and protected. The Leicestershire and Rutland Red Data Book highlights four critical species which we need to look after; Brown Trout, Brook Lamprey, Spined Loach and Bullhead. The last three are protected by legislation.

For many people, fish are important for recreation; angling is the biggest sport in the country in terms of numbers of participants. Anglers need healthy fish populations, and they have often been at the forefront of highlighting water pollution incidents, which can kill fish. They need good aquatic habitat; they are also indicators of good water quality so a healthy fish population means a healthy environment.

Around 30 species of fish are likely to be found in the flowing and still waters of Leicestershire and Rutland. Some of these are rare and unlikely to be seen (and some have even become extinct in recent times). Some are obvious if you come across them whilst pond-dipping, or just gazing into a river from a bridge. Many fish species, though, are rather difficult to tell apart – this is where we need the help of the experts - anglers! 

Everyone is asked to keep an eye out for fish when visiting canals, lakes, and ponds, as well as rivers and streams.  Anglers can make a big difference to the survey by reporting the types of fish they see. Sightings of Eel, Carp, Pike, Stickleback, Bullhead and Trout are particularly sought after.  Records can be entered on a survey form

To find out more information, contact the Holly Hayes Environment and Resources Centre, 216 Birstall Road, Leicestershire LE4 4DG, telephone (0116) 2671950, e-mail wildlife@leics.gov.uk or visit www.leics.gov.uk/celebrating_wildlife.

