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The Feasting

If we could have looked out over the valley two thousand
years ago, what sort of events would we have witnessed?
Crowds of people, perhaps? Fires, maybe? Possibly even
some music with singing and dancing!

Yes, it would appear that life was all about ritual feasting
and drinking. It seems like things have not changed
much for the locals in the intervening years.

Sue Horsley and Chris Clarke,
We, the local volunteers, spent many happy hours Amateur archaeologists

on our hands and knees armed with brushes and

dustpans, delicately uncovering long-buried jaw
bones, ribs, vertebrae, leg bones, teeth and tusks!
Everywhere we looked there were pig bones!

This made us wonder just who had been eating all
these pigs. Had these beasts been sacrificed? Why
were some of their remains missing? Had druids
been involved? Just what was so special about this
hillside two thousand years ago!?

| think it was either on my first or second day out
with a metal detector that | glimpsed some shiny
metal in the soil just as the ear phones indicated
that there was something big there. Ouch!

What was it!?

rshire County Council

Apparently it was the handle from some kind of
ritual drinking vessel. Obviously the Corieltavi
Were my klnd Of People' °° This tankard handle suggests that they were

drinking ale or mead as well as eating pork.
Iron Age tankards were large communal
vessels and the ornate decoration of this
handle shows how important feasting and
drinking were in their society.
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Sue Horsley and Chris Clarke

© Whitelands Farm, Yarwell

© Chris Royall

Archaeologists were astonished to find Most of the buried pig bones were from
thousands of animal bones across the site. young animals aged between 7 and | |
They estimate that more than three hundred months old. Why did they choose to eat
pigs were eaten or sacrificed here. or sacrifice such young animals?

An artist’s impression of the
Corieltavi feasting outside
the shrine around AD 30.
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My name is Peter Liddle. | am the community
Archaeologist for Leicestershire County Council and |
believe that the past is relevant to all of us and that
anyone can become involved in finding out about it.

So why not get involved? Join your local archaeology
society or if you are aged between eight and sixteen,
you can join the Young Archaeologists Club. There
are also fieldwork groups all over Leicestershire and
Rutland so there is certain to be one near you.

Whoever you are, you can do something to help
discover our past!

Pete Liddle,
Community Archaeologist

Contact: museums@leics.gov.uk or 0116 305 678l for
more information on archaeology in Leicestershire
and Rutland.

| have been a member of the Hallaton Fieldwork

Group since it began. We now have around thirty

members, each with a common interest in the

history of our area. We have all learnt so much

from the initial field-walking and later from

geophysical surveying. To know that all our efforts

go to build a wider picture of the past is hugely

rewarding in itself but there are also other benefits Carol Kithy
which | like to think of as the six ‘F’s: AN R S

Finding out more about the history of my
neighbourhood;

Friends with similar interests;

Fitness gained by regular exercise;

Fields to walk;

Freedom to involve myself how and when | choose;
Full support of the County Archaeological team. Archasologists from the University of

Leicester and the Hallaton Fieldwork Group.

Archaeological Services

sity of Leicester

© Univer:

© Hallaton Fieldwork Group

Members of the Hallaton Fieldwork Group
during the excavation at Hallaton.

© Hallaton Fieldwork Group

Members of the Hallaton Fieldwork Group
conducting a geophysical survey.
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