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Fashion Gallery
Guidance notes for KS1 and KS2 Teachers and Helpers

These notes will provide ideas to help inspire children to investigate the objects and exhibits within Snibston. We have concentrated on some key objects in the galleries and exhibits but we hope that your journey of discovery will take in many more. The ideas can be adapted to suit the needs of your children, whatever their ability or area of interest. 

	Curriculum Links 

	KS1

Science: Sc1, Sc3, Breadth of study

English: En1, En2

D & T: Knowledge, skills and understanding

History: Knowledge, skills and understanding, Breadth of study

Geography: Knowledge and understanding of places

KS2

Science: Sc1, Sc3,  Breadth of study

English: En1, En2

D & T: Knowledge, skills and understanding

History: Knowledge, skills and understanding, Breadth of study

Geography: Knowledge and understanding of places


	Vocabulary
	Materials, natural, man-made, synthetic, shape, proportion, decoration, manufacture, status, identity



	Objects, information and questions


	1775 pink and white silk dress (The Body Transformed)

Fashion in the late 18th century was limited to the few people who had the money to buy expensive and luxurious fabrics. The shape of this dress was achieved by the use of a corset and panniers – pads or cages which stuck out over the side of each hip.

· Ask pupils to consider what type of lady would have worn this dress. Was she rich or poor? Would she have been able to move easily or work in this dress? Would she have been able to dress herself or have needed help?

· Look at the design of the dress. How many different kinds of decoration can they find? E.g embroidery, bows, padding, lace, tassels. Discuss how this dress would have been made – by hand, by skilled seamstresses, made especially for the wearer and therefore very expensive. What impact would the introduction of machines to make clothes eventually have – cheaper clothes, mass produced, poorer people have access to more fashionable clothes.

· Ask students to look at the surrounding displays of corsets, crinoline cages and bustles. These were worn by women to emphasise different parts of their bodies. Can they think of any practical disadvantages of these clothes? The shape of these dresses and skirts was originally created by many layers of petticoats. What would be the impact of the cages on the user e.g. easier and lighter to wear, allowed better movement, more comfortable to wear etc?

Links
· 1775 man’s suit (The Body Transformed)

· Female farm worker’s outfit worn c1860 (Why We Wear Clothes)

Man’s Golfing Outfit (The Fabric Lab)
This outfit dates from the late 1930s. Every part of it, except the shoes, is made from wool. Wool is a natural fibre, soft and warm to wear and allows the body to breathe.

· Ask students to think about the properties of wool – warm, flexible, soft, itchy, natural. What happens when wool gets wet? (Absorbs the rain). How does this compare with the clothes that they wear when it rains?

· How many natural materials can students find from which to make clothes? This display shows clothes made from leather, fur, cotton, silk, linen, wool, suede and feather. What are the properties of each of these materials? Can pupils think of any reasons why some people choose not to wear some natural products e.g. fur?

· The outfits in the case behind are all made from artificial or synthetic materials. Some are plant based (e.g. viscose) while others are made from chemicals (e.g. nylon). Ask pupils to think about the properties of each of these materials. Answers could include cheaper to produce than materials such as silk, waterproof, recyclable, lightweight, better fitting (lycra), but there are many more.

Links

Vivienne Westwood man’s suit 1993 (Fashion Works)



