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Introduction

The Department for Children, Schools and Families requires every local authority to develop a Parenting Strategy by 31st March 2008.  This requirement is being actively monitored by Government Office.  The current Interagency Parenting Strategy for Leicestershire (developed in 2004) is not adequate to meet the guidance issued to local authorities and does not present an up to date picture of the approach to supporting parents in Leicestershire.

Decisions needed by the Executive Board
1. To approve the Leicestershire Family Support Strategy
Background

In recent years there has been a substantial amount of legislation and guidance from central government around the issue of parenting, for example, The Children’s Act, the Childcare Act, the National Service Framework for Child and Maternity Services.  These have been reinforced through various pilot programmes and national initiatives, such as the launch of the Government funded National Academy for Parenting Practitioners.

Leicestershire has had a parenting strategy in place for over three years, but the focus of the strategy is no longer sufficient to meet the demands of the current agenda.  The strategy also lacks the development of principles and vision for family support in the county.

Equalities issues/implications

The draft strategy identifies the types of services that may be provided under each of the four tiers of the windscreen of need.  The strategy also identifies the core offer for support for all families within universal provision.
Safeguarding issues/implications 

The main thrust of this strategy is early intervention and prevention, aimed at supporting happy, healthy and functioning families, thereby reducing the need for higher level interventions and statutory intervention. 

Author 
Ellie Lowe

Date 

18 March 2008
Leicestershire Family Support Strategy

1. Principles behind the strategy

1.1 This strategy is being termed a family support strategy rather a parenting strategy for two main reasons.  The first is the need to move away from the focus of the current strategy, which looks almost exclusively at the provision of parenting group work programmes.  The new strategy takes a much broader look at support as is required by DCSF.  The second reason for taking this approach is that it more adequately reflects the fact that we would wish to support parents in order to achieve better outcomes for the children, and work to address issues for families rather than individuals.

1.2 The strategy recognises the importance of inter agency working and highlights the need for joint working and cooperation between child and adult services.

1.3 The definition put forward suggests that good parenting includes the provision of love, praise, and affection, safety and security (including boundaries), encouragement and aspiration.

2. Vision for Leicestershire

2.1 The strategy provides a vision for family support which promotes families who are able to support their children to reach their potential, and enjoy being part of a family.
2.2 Within the document consideration is given to the need for a trained and skilled workforce, with clear links being made to the workforce development strategy.

2.3 The document also incorporates a strategic approach to the participation of parents in service development, delivery, monitoring and evaluation.

3. Consultation 

3.1 Although a very short time-table for consultation was necessary due to the DCSF requirement for a completed strategy by 31st March, the draft strategy has been distributed widely for comment.  Distribution has been via the multi-agency partners of the Family Support Strategy Group, the Children’s Trust Governance arrangements, District Councils, schools and extended schools coordinators, voluntary sector organisations.
3.2 A series of parents’ focus groups were also arranged.  These were run jointly with the Active Involvement Officer of the Children and Young People’s Service and the Family Information Service.
3.3 A number of organisations have supported the involvement of parents they are working with, including Women’s Aid, Parent Partnership, Parent and Carers Council and Menphys SOS, Leicestershire Disabled Living Alliance.  Groups were also arranged for parents employed by Leicestershire County Council.
3.4 A questionnaire was placed on the North West Leicestershire section of the national ‘Netmums’ website, and also on The Jitty to gather views from young people.
3.5 Responses to the consultation document have been almost entirely positive.  The majority of the feedback has been accepted by the Strategy Group and is incorporated in this final draft.

4. Next Steps

4.1 The Family Support Strategy Group will now move on to developing detailed action plans for the broad areas for action identified in appendix II of the document.  Progress on the action plan will be reported to the Strategy Group and to the Executive Board through regular updates.

7








