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To promote the use of the Early
Communication and Language Child
Monitoring Tool

« to enable practitioners to identify
children most at risk of delay and

« take steps to support their language
development

To share ideas to support children’s
communication and language
development

To network and learn from each other

To share information on national and
local updates
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Bercow Review 2008 A Loceseie

‘Ability to communicate is an essential life skill for all
children — it underpins a child’s social, emotional and
educational development’. (Bercow Report 2008)

In 2006 an | CAN Talk paper- ‘The Cost to the Nation of Children’s
Poor Communication’ reviewed some current research and noted that:

 Up to 10% of all children have a long term persistent communication
difficulty

 Upwards of 50% of children on school entry have more
transient difficulties and with the right support are likely to
catch up.

 This is still happening 5 years later.
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Bercow Review 2008 bA Loicescersir

County Council

‘If a child does not benefit from early intervention, there are multiple
risks of :

e Lower educational attainment.
 Behavioural problems.

« Emotional and psychological difficulties.
* Poorer employment prospects.
 Challenges to mental health.

* In some cases, a descent into criminality.” (Bercow Report 2008)
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The Communication Chain b s

Small Group Activity

e Read the statements
on the cards

e As a group sort the
cards Iinto the correct
order
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The Communication Chain b s

Key
Messages
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— Child Monitoring Tool

Early Communication and Language

The National Strategies

Stage Listening and Aftenticn Understanding Talking Social Communication |
| {Receptive Languags) [Expressive Language) |
o011 Turns tosward & famibar sound then localas Stope ard [oaks when hears van Gradualy devalops speech sounds (batbing) o | Gazes at faces and capies faclal mavemens, eg.
monihe | range of sounds with accuracy, rame. by 12 monifs £ cormmunicate with adults; says scunds like hatia, | sticking cut tangus.
Listans to, distinguishas and respands ta nama, goge'. by 11 months 5) Concantrales intanty an facss and arjays |
intanatiers and Saunds af waices. interaction,
| Quiatens or alerts 10 e sound of speseh. Usas vols, gesture, sye contact and facial
Flaeting Attantian ~ nat under chid’s control, expression fo make contact wih pacple and keap |
L new stimali fakes whole attention. I thair akantion. by 12 imonths )
£-20 Carcentrates inlenty on an abject or sclivily of | Responds o the diffarant thrgs Usas single worda, (ky 16 months 2] Likes being with famillar adult and waiching Biern. |
mardhs mnmnmmg Tor short periods, saud when in @ famikar comexd with | Freguerrly imitates words and sounds, Deavedoning the ability o Fallow an adult's bedy !
Pays atantion to dominant stimulus — sasily a specal parsan {e.g. 'Whe's Ergoys babling and incressingly experimants language, indluding pointing and gastun,
distrected by noiaes or olher people taking, . Wheve's your nosa?). | with using sounds and words to communicate for | Leamns that their ubice and actions have afiacts
Miaves whole bodies to sounds they enjoy, Unﬂerslzmlng af sirgle wands in A ranga of purposes {e.g feddy, mans, fo, bye- on oéhers. |
such as muske of & regular bast. contesd i daveloping, 8. 10" ba) Usas pointing with eye gaze io make requests, |
Has & sirong exploraiony impuiss. ik, ‘A" and ta share an intersst (by 18 months &) ]
16-26 | Listens o and enjoys rhythmic patlems in Selects familar objects by rane Beginning to put wo words tegather (e.g. 'wenf | Gradually able to angage in ‘pretend’ play with |
momhs | Mipmes and sionies &nd will G &nd Tind ok W bal’, ‘more juice) (by 24 months 59 1oye (zuppeds chid to imagine ancthar's peirt of
| Enjoys rymas and demanairates lstening by asiad, or idendsfy chiacts from a Usag diffenant types of evarpday wards {nauns, iz
| inying % jom in with actions or vocalisations. roup. verts and adjectvas, 8.0, hanana, go, sieeg, hod) | Loaks i albers for mesponses which confirm, |
Ragid attention — may sppesr nof to hear. Beginning 1o ask simple questions. contributa to, or shalengs their wndenslarding.
| 22-38 Singla channelled atlentien. Can ehifl o a Ideniifies acticn wards by politing | Learns new words very rapidy and is able touse | Uses language as a powarful means of widaning |
manthe | dIferent task if atlention luly oblained - using | 1o tha right picturs, 8.9., "Whe's them in cammunicating contacts, sharing fesfings. sxperiences and
| child's name helps focus. [y 76 monihs &) | jumping?" (by 30 months £ Usas action, somealimas with Fmiled tak, that is thoughis.
| Listena with inberest ko the noises aduits make | Linderstands ‘who', ‘what', ‘'whars™ | largely cancernes wilh the ‘here and now’ {8.0 Holds 8 convemsalion, jumping fam lopic 1o topic.
| when they mead sicries. in simple questions (e.g Whe's reRches towand oy, Baying ¥ rave d). Erjoys baing with and taling to aduts and other
| Recognises and resgponds io many famiiar thatfzan? What's thaf? Where 12 7). | Uses a variety of questons (=g wha! whars, children.
| S0uncs 8.9, furning to & knok on the doar, Develaping understanding of wihal, Interestod in cihers’ play and wil join in.
kcHing &l of going o the door. SiImphe cancepts (8.g. bipiilis) Uses simple serdences (e.g ' Mummy goana Rasponds o the fesings of olhers
vk
| E:gmrmglnu:l ward endings (8.0 going cals)
| 30-50 Ligtens to athers in one toona or small groups, | Understands use of abjecls (eg. Beginring to use mare camplax santances Lo link | Beginring %o accept the nesds of othars, wilh
| manths when conversalion mierasis them. What do v use 4o cuf things P thaughts (8.9, Lsing S, Dacauss) support
| Listens to siores with increasing attention and | Shows undensianding of Can reiedl 3 5imples past evant in camedt ordar Can infkabs conversatiang
| racsll. prepositions such as 'wnder’, 'on (8.0, wenl down sbds, | Shows confidenca in linking up with oihens for
Jeirs in with repeabed refrains and anticipaies | top!, ‘pehind” by camying oul en Usas talk to connect ideas, explain what s | suppost and guidance.
| key auents and phrases in rhymee and stores. | astian or selecting cofrect picume. happaning and anticipale what might hagpen | Talks freely about thair homa and commurity
| Fecusing attention — el listen or do, but can Beginning 1o understand ‘why' and | nexl, recall and relive sast exaeriences. Forms friendshipa with alhar chikinen.
| shift own asiention, ‘o questions. Questions why things happen ane gives
| I8 able 1o follow diraclions (if mol inbarily axplanalions. Asks eg who, whal, whan, ko |
fecused on own chaice of activity) Uses a range of tenses (e.g play, plaping, wiy |
[y, playad] | |
40-60+ | Susiairs afantive lislening. responding Lo what | Undersiands humour, e.g. Ewtends vocabulary, especially by grouping and | Has confidence to speak (o others sDoul meir
monihs | they FEve heand wilh relevant comments, PONEENER MyMEeE, jokes. narming, axplodng the rmeaning and sounds of own wanks, intaresls and epinions.
quastions or actiona, Demonsirates understanding of i wards. Initiztes comemrsation, attends to and takes
ing attention, con and sits “how?” and “why? quastions by Links slabernents and slicks b9 & main fhema or accound of what olhers say.
quially whan apgropeiste. gving esplanations. It nticn Explains own krenwiadge ard understantding, and
Twio-gharnelied atbanton — can listen and do Able ba fallow a story without Usaa lenguage to imagine and recreale rutu.and asks appropriate gquestions of olhers,
| Tor shart span PIChUnSs of Brops. axpariences in play stuations Shows awareness of tha lisiener whan spaaking,
Insagrated atantian — can leten and do in Understands instructions Usas talx bo crpaniee, sequance and clarfy Exprusses needs | fealings in appropriale ways.
| ranga of situations wilh range of people; varies. | contsinng saguencing words; 1hinking, eas, Saelings and avants Fomis geod refalionships wih aduis and pears.
| sccording to the demands of the task, firsd. .. affer. . _tast and mors | Introducas @ staryling or nerrative into their play. | Werks as part of @ group or class, taking tuma
i shslract concepis = long, shot, 1
1 Ll hard sofl, rough, .
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| Guidance on typical development of speech sounds

Speech sounds
{Daveloping speech and being undersiood applies fo aif
languages. Qrdar of scquinng specific sounds — here in
English — may vary with olher languages,

Babbles using a range of sound combinations, with
changas in piteh, dwthm and loudness,

Baibbles with intonation and rhythm of home language
[ jargen’).

words and may be difficult 1o understand,

Speech consists of a combination of jargon’ and some real |

Many immature speach patlemns, so spesch rmay not be

May haave out las! sounds or substitute sounds (e.g, Tap’
fior ‘cap’).
Uses most vowels, and mp b, fd wh

others by 35 manths although some immature spesch
patterns still evident.

May siill substiute sounds or leave out kast sound
Emerging scunds including kg fszly.

connacted speach.

Emarging use of ng, sh, oh, i v, th, r=may be Inconsistant.
Sound clusters emerging (e.g. pi'in play, sm in smike)
though some may be smplified (8.9, 'gween’ for gresn].

Speech beceming clesrer, and usually understood by

Spoech mostly can be undersiood by athers evenin |

Crverall fully intefligible to others.
My be atill developing rand bh,

| May simplify complex clusters {a.g. skr, sf.

Notes on menitoring early communication and language

Observation and best-fit judgements Stage

+ Judgements of a child's stage of development are made through a process
of ongoing cbservational assessment,

+ Observation invelves noticing what children do and say in a range of 014
contaxts, and includes information from the family about what children do months
and say at home.

+ For children learning English as an additional language, it is important to T
find out from families about how children uge language In their mother oG
tongue and how they communicate at home. 16-28

+ The assessment is a “best fit' match to a stage band. This involves months | clear
considering what is known about the child, and matching it to the
development described in the bands. This should be considered separately
for each strand of communication and language.

+ Within each band, a judgement will be made in two levels — aither 22-38
*Emerging’ when a child shows some development at that level, or ‘Secure’ months
when most of the statements reflect the child's current development,

+ Development of speech sounds need not be assessed specifically, but it iz
useful to be aware of typical development which is described in the table te 30-50
the right. manths

Checkpoints

* Alongside the ‘best fit' judgement, certain ‘Checkpoint’ statements are
included. Marked with a flag = and a specific age, these are particular
statements which should be noted. e

+ Where a child has not reached a Gheckpoint by the age indicated, this isnot | ™"
necessarily a sign of difficulty. The Checkpoint statements serve as analert —
for cloze monitoring including discussion with the family, and perhaps
further assessment or support.

Making good progress

The goal of monitoring children’s development Is to plan and provide more accurate support for each child to make good progress.
How well a setting helps children to make good progress can be determined by analysing the proportion of children who are at risk of
delay, as expected, or ahead of expectations in each strand of language and communication. If children are making accelerated progress,

the proportion of children at risk of delay should decrease over time.

In considering whether a child is at risk of delay, as expected, or ahead in each strand of language and communication, it is necessary to
consider the child's actual age in months in relation to the overlapping age bands. If a child is within twe months of the end of the age
band and develapment is not yet within the band or is judged to be ‘Emerging’, then a judgement of ‘risk of delay' would be appropriate.

Children and Young People’s Service
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— Child Monitoring Tool

Communication and Language — Class or group overview Date
Insert children’s names in the appropriate sections — colour coding could be used to indicate whether at risk of delay, on track or ahead.

Development Listaning and Attention Understanding
Band: (Receptive

Talking ‘Boclal Commiinication
[Expressive Language)

Birth -11 | emerging
months

Securne

8-20 emerging

16-26 amarngng
months

EECUTE

30-50 emarging
months

40-60+ emerging
months

Children and Young People’s Service
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— Child Monitoring Tool

Key messages
e Children need to be monitored on a regular basis

* Intervention needs to be put in place when a delay is
identified

 Information needs to be shared with parents

* The tool can be used for all children but use initially
where there is a concern

Children and Young People’s Service
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* Look at the Early
Communication and Language
Child Monitoring Tool and
familiarise yourselves with it.

» Read the scenario. Assess the
child’s developmental levels in
the 4 strands

* |s the child at risk of delay?
Where is the child at risk of
delay?

Children and Young People’s Service
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 What interventions
you could put in place
within the setting to
support the child

* Think about how you

might help the
parent/s or carer/s
support the child at
nome

Children and Young People’s Service




Listen and Learn - Key Messages H‘gﬁ{fﬁfjﬁﬁﬂ,‘,ﬁ,

« Small group activity to
develop attention and
listening skills and to
support children’s
social interaction

Children and Young People’s Service



Useful resources SRy

 Babbleback

www.leics.gov.uk/fis babbleback.htm

 Chatterboxes

www.leics.gov.uk/chatterboxes

e Talk Tickets

e Parent Cards s Pe——

is any time!

www.leics.gov.uk/ecat

« Communication Friendly /T
Spaces L N .

www.elizabethjarmantraining.co.uk
« Raa Raa the Noisy Lion ‘g

www.raaraathenoisylion.com L i

Children and Young People’s Service



http://www.leics.gov.uk/fis_babbleback.htm
http://www.leics.gov.uk/chatterboxes
http://www.raaraathenoisylion.com/

Hello Campaign ] (i

 Hello is a campaign to increase understanding
of how important it is for children and young
people to develop good communication skills.

‘Hello Lelcestershire’

« A range of online resources that contain
workshop and ideas which will enable you to
work in partnership with parents/carers to build
a greater awareness of children’s
communication. O

™ s

o www.leics.gov.uk/helloleicestershire

Children and Young People’s Service




WO rkS h O pS H Leicestershire
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e June - Listening Games

e July — Transition — Welcome Boxes
 August - Outdoors — Walk and Talk

o September - “Build a Rocket”

e October — Sharing Songs and Rhymes
* November - Chatterboxes

e December - Cook and Talk
Celebrations O
% v°§

%,
. “listen10¥®

Children and Young People’s Service
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Hello Leicestershire

www.leics.gov.uk/helloleicestershire R

=l
O 7 [E o evisesbraticciase G Bl

Fis Edt Wew Fowrte Tock el x & -

o Wi whi Bt ) Chimsod ane tasing pat 1 B teeks - Yaur &
e MR O e ETIAG 06 Tha A COMERLT 8 D 16 '

Lo Favorbes | g @ Freebotmal @ ko

It vk eicmstontinn - Lisestmnshinn County Councd

Contactus | TextSize » A A B
Leicestershire i e
County Council | Search
Home | AtoZ of Council Services
“You are here: Home » Education & Learning > Childcare & Pre-School > Early Learning & Childcare Service » Early Years Foundation

Stage > Every Child a Talker > Hello Leicestershire
Do It Online

Every Child a Taker

Hello Led tershir
Leicestershire Local Authorty is proud 1o support Hesg, the nanonal = Apply for i
= Hlo Fagek: Mok . year of Communcaton » Paytorit
Hello Blatry - = Report it [ e P |
Chamwood HEI0 5 @ tampaign 1o increase understanding of Now imgonant it is = Have your say e T E et

for children and young peopie to develop good communication skils
Harborough YOUN PRI P o
2| Faaron Pre-Schont - Lougroorugh

I the UK todary. over 1 milion children and young people have some form of speech
language and communication need This can affect them severely and for life. In e e e
areas of poverty. aver 50% of children start schoal with delayed language siills. This
puts them at a huge disadvaniage to their peers as they Srugghe 1o leam and make

friends.
r— ‘Hello Leicestershire’ are proviang you wilh & range of workshops which will enabie
¥ou to work In partnership with parents that wil buld greater awareness of children's
Dialagic ook talk COMMUNCANON MikSIoNes And Mow 1o 3Pl I Ihey are SInegging. The woarkshops Leicantatahien County Cooneil - County Hall, Glenfiald, Laicaites LEI BRA
- contain kieas that can be continued in the setting and at home and further sirategies Langueges  wie  gvnd  abenl a0 #E Pus
Further Information for practifioners and parents to develop children's communication skilts = e e
antac P = | i v st 5 B i i i T
e St More Informalion can Be found on thi HERS WeBSe - win Mo org uk Sl : . . -
and Chilocare Sarvice
0118 305 5820 . . .
405 €331 Get involved
2 ) L&t us know i your Sesting IS takng Pact in Hello by sending us an e-na 1o I I e O e I C e S e r S I re ap S
shibiare ieics.gos.ub Sarah Steelieics gov uk - all providers who do will be added to our Hello maps

LR RGINY P TR These encallant workshops have besn planned Bor your convenience with rescurces

1hal you can readity use. You Can downioad and use the SEsSion plans a5 they ane or
adapt them to Suit your setiing, chiliren and parents. All settings tha are adged on
e g will B INCIUCHE In 3 PrzE Gra 10 receive some Every Child a Talker (ECAT)

resounes.

Email page to a friend R P TR R g e g MU E )

Hellc Leicestershire resources - This page is full o

& YERr IOUNG feSOUTCeS

Pags Last Updated. 8 July 2011 =]
[ (] Kt iranet 7 Koo =
stort| | D E | D k- Hrowselt Gutock | 8 P el s for EVPS.., | [E] Mhresett Permerpi - [, |28 et = |moven [LIK @ 3 s
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http://www.leics.gov.uk/helloleicestershire

Leicestershire

County Council

e Teal/coffee

e Updates

* Networking

Children and Young People’s Service
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