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Language



Aims

To promote the use of the Early 
Communication and Language Child 
Monitoring Tool

• to enable practitioners to identify 
children most at risk of delay and 

• take steps to support their language 
development

To share ideas to support children’s
communication and language 
development

To network and learn from each other

To share information on national and 
local updates



Bercow Review 2008
‘Ability to communicate is an essential life skill for all
children – it underpins a child’s social, emotional and 
educational development’. (Bercow Report 2008) 

In 2006 an I CAN Talk paper- ‘The Cost to the Nation of Children’s 
Poor Communication’ reviewed some current research and noted that: 

• Up to 10% of all children have a long term persistent communication 
difficulty 

• Upwards of 50% of children on school entry have more 
transient difficulties and with the right support are likely to 
catch up.

• This is still happening 5 years later.



Bercow Review 2008

‘If a child does not benefit from early intervention, there are multiple 
risks of : 

• Lower educational attainment. 

• Behavioural problems. 

• Emotional and psychological difficulties. 

• Poorer employment prospects. 

• Challenges to mental health. 

• In some cases, a descent into criminality.’ (Bercow Report 2008) 



The Communication Chain

Small Group Activity

• Read the statements 
on the cards 

• As a group sort the 
cards into the correct 
order  



The Communication Chain

Key 
Messages



Early Communication and Language 
– Child Monitoring Tool



Early Communication and Language 
– Child Monitoring Tool



Early Communication and Language 
– Child Monitoring Tool



Early Communication and Language 
– Child Monitoring Tool

Key messages

• Children need to be monitored on a regular basis

• Intervention needs to be put in place when a delay is 
identified

• Information needs to be shared with parents

• The tool can be used for all children but use initially 
where there is a concern



Task

• Look at the Early 
Communication and Language 
Child Monitoring Tool and 
familiarise yourselves with it.

• Read the scenario. Assess the 
child’s developmental levels in 
the 4 strands

• Is the child at risk of delay? 
Where is the child at risk of 
delay?



Task

• What interventions 
you could put in place 
within the setting to 
support the child

• Think about how you 
might help the 
parent/s or carer/s 
support the child at 
home



Listen and Learn – Key Messages

• Small group activity to 
develop attention and 
listening skills and to 
support children’s 
social interaction



Useful resources
• Babbleback 

www.leics.gov.uk/fis_babbleback.htm

• Chatterboxes
www.leics.gov.uk/chatterboxes

• Talk Tickets
• Parent Cards

www.leics.gov.uk/ecat

• Communication Friendly 
Spaces 
www.elizabethjarmantraining.co.uk

• Raa Raa the Noisy Lion 
www.raaraathenoisylion.com

http://www.leics.gov.uk/fis_babbleback.htm
http://www.leics.gov.uk/chatterboxes
http://www.raaraathenoisylion.com/


Hello Campaign

• Hello is a campaign to increase understanding 
of how important it is for children and young 
people to develop good communication skills.

‘Hello Leicestershire’
• A range of online resources that contain 

workshop and ideas which will enable you to 
work in partnership with parents/carers to build 
a greater awareness of children’s 
communication.

• www.leics.gov.uk/helloleicestershire



Workshops

• June - Listening Games
• July – Transition – Welcome Boxes
• August - Outdoors – Walk and Talk
• September - “Build a Rocket”
• October – Sharing Songs and Rhymes
• November - Chatterboxes
• December - Cook and Talk

Celebrations



Hello Leicestershire 
www.leics.gov.uk/helloleicestershire

Hello Leicestershire Maps

http://www.leics.gov.uk/helloleicestershire


• Tea/coffee

• Updates

• Networking
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