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Extractives Gallery 

Guidance notes for KS1 and KS2 Teachers and Helpers

These notes will provide ideas to help inspire children to investigate the objects and exhibits within Snibston. We have concentrated on some key objects in the galleries and exhibits but we hope that your journey of discovery will take in many more. The ideas can be adapted to suit the needs of your children, whatever their ability or area of interest. 

	Curriculum Links 
	KS1

Science: Sc1, Sc3 

English: En1, En2

History: Knowledge, skills and understanding, Breadth of study

Geography: Knowledge and understanding of places

KS2

Science: Sc1, Sc3, Sc4 

English: En1, En2

History: Knowledge, skills and understanding, Breadth of study

Geography: Knowledge and understanding of places, Breadth of study


	Vocabulary
	Materials, minerals, coal, fossils, rocks, renewable, non-renewable, extract (remove), mining, natural resources, Tudors, tools. 


	Objects,  information and questions
	Brick Works 

The Romans brought brick building to Britain but the skill was lost when they left. Coalville had a thriving Brick manufacturing industry thanks to suitable clays being found all over Leicestershire. By 1900 there were around 170 brickworks in the county. Ibstock is one of the works that has remained. 
Before the 1850s bricks were made by hand in wooden moulds. Today most bricks are machine made. 
George Smith was one of the great social reformers of his time. He achieved for the brick works what Lord Shaftesbury did for women and children who worked in the mines; brought about a change in the law to restrict children and women from working in the brick works. 
Discussion points and questions 
· Explain to children that George Smith had a huge impact on the type of work that women and children did. Ask children to consider why George Smith became a hated man not a hero in communities where there were brick works. They should consider why the women and children were working in the first place.
· What are the properties of clay that make it suitable for making things? 
· What changes occur in clay when it is baked – e.g. it becomes hard, it is brittle, it changes colour. Ask students if this is a reversible or irreversible process. 

Coal 

There are a number of areas that focus on the history of mining. There are two areas that closely link to the KS2 curriculum, a diorama of life in an early Victorian mine and an exhibit that looks at Tudor mining in Leicestershire. 
Mining happened in Leicestershire from the time of the Norman Conquest, but it didn’t become an industry until Tudor times. At first shallow bell pits were dug that tapped into coal near to the surface. As this coal was extracted deeper shafts and tunnels were built. 
A number of items have been found in these pits and shafts, including examples of footwear, clothing and tools which are on display in the object cases. There area number of examples of coal that children can look at.

Discussion points and questions: Tudor Mining

· Why might people have left items of clothing, tools etc in the shafts?
· How do these objects help historians to understand how people lived in Tudor times?
· Rocks and minerals are found in layers or strata. Why would this have proved difficult for Tudor miners to extract? Ask students to think about the properties of rocks – e.g. hard, crumbly, heavy, dense, permeable, impermeable. 
· What would the Tudors have used the coal for?


	Links


	Discussion points and questions: Early Victorian Mining
· Ask children to go through the small tunnels without making a sound. What did it feel like? Ask children to look at the diorama and imagine what life would have been like for a child working in the mine six days a week? What would it have smelt like, felt like, what sounds would they have heard?
· Why did so many people die in the mines?             Illness – hygiene, cold, rock falls, crushing injuries Gases – suffocation, explosions, fire.
· Why did the Victorians need so much more coal than the Tudors?

Rocks and minerals

Extraction of coal

Colliery Workshop




