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EXAMINATION – NEXT STEPS
Introduction
This note summarises the next steps to be taken in the examination of two “development plan documents”: the Leicestershire and Leicester Waste Core Strategy & Development Control Policies; and the Leicestershire Minerals Core Strategy & Development Control Policies.  The note has been prepared by Andrew S Freeman, BSc(Hons), DipTP, DipEM, FRTPI, FIHT, MIEnvSc.  He is the Inspector who has been appointed by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government to carry out the examination into both plans.
Although the two plans are the subject of separate examination and reporting by the Inspector, the next steps to be taken and much of the timetable of the examination is common to both plans.  The key steps are:
· a joint pre-hearing meeting about both plans;
· the preparation by the Council
 of topic notes on specific matters identified by the Inspector in relation to both plans;
· the preparation of addition evidence on matters and issues identified by the Inspector in readiness for the hearing sessions;
· the exchange of additional statements and preparation for the hearing sessions; 
· the holding of hearing sessions into the respective plans; and

· the preparation by the Inspector of a binding report into each of the plans.

Pre-Hearing Meeting

A joint pre-hearing meeting regarding the two plans is to be held on Tuesday 28 October 2008.  It will start at 14:00 hours at County Hall, Glenfield, Leicester.  All those who made representations on the plans are invited to attend.  An agenda is attached.  A detailed note of the meeting will be sent to all interested parties irrespective of whether they were able to attend the meeting.

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss administrative and procedural matters relevant to the examination of the plans.  There will be no discussion at the pre-hearing meeting on the merits of the representations that have been made or about the soundness of the plans.
Topic Notes

In order to help him in his examination of the plans, the Inspector has asked the Council to prepare topic notes on the matters identified in the enclosed note.  The deadline for the submission of these topic notes (other than on procedural and conformity matters) is 28 November 2008.  At that stage, the topic notes are to be published on the web-pages related to the examinations.
Issues and Matters for Discussion

The Inspector has identified a large number of specific issues and matters for discussion in relations to aspects of the waste and mineral plans.  Details are enclosed.  These details also identify the parties that, at this stage, are likely to be best placed to provide additional statements on the various matters and to contribute to the hearing sessions.   Any changes will be notified at the time when the notes of the pre-hearing meeting are issued.  Comments in this regard should be passed to the Programme Officer.
The topics to be discussed at the hearing sessions will be drawn from the issues and matters now identified.  Not all matters will warrant or merit discussion at the hearings.  However, the Council is asked to prepare a response to all the points raised.  
A response by other parties will be appropriate if:

· the response relates to a question now specifically identified by the Inspector as an issue or matter for discussion;

· the response is on the subject matter of an earlier representation;
· the Inspector has identified the respondent at the end of the question;
· having regard to earlier representations, an additional response is necessary;
· the respondent has asked to be heard in person by the Inspector.

Response can take one of three forms:

· Provided that the Inspector’s questions are addressed, they can comprise of the representation made at the pre-submission consultation stage.  Further copies will be needed since the Inspector has not been furnished with the representations from this stage.

· Provided that the Inspector’s questions are addressed, they can comprise of the representation made at the submission consultation stage.  Further copies will not be needed since the Inspector has been furnished with representations from this stage.
· If the representation or the Inspector’s questions are not adequately covered by the representation from the pre-submission or submission consultation stage, an additional submission can be made.
Parties intending to appear in person before the Inspector and attend one or more of the hearing sessions should advise the Programme Officer the form that their representations will take.  This should be done as soon as possible and in any event not later than 31 December 2008.  This is also the deadline for any additional submissions whether from the Council or from other parties.
Additional statements on any particular topic should not exceed 3,000 words in length.  Four copies are required.  Technical evidence clearly related to the case should be included in appendices.  All statements should clearly indicate the paragraph or policy of the plan to which they relate together with any change sought; also the soundness test
 that is not considered to be met.
Exchange of Additional Statements and Preparation for the Hearing Sessions
As soon as practicable after the deadline, the Council’s responses and the additional statements from representors will be published on the web-pages related to the examinations.  Thereafter, invited participants should prepare for the hearing sessions in accordance with the draft agendas.  Final agendas will be issued as soon as possible.  Normally, no new material will be accepted at the hearing sessions.

It is also anticipated that the Council will wish to prepare a schedule of minor changes.  These could be in recognition of points made in representations, to correct minor errors or to include up-to-date references.  No significant changes should be included.  Although one or more issues of such a schedule may be necessary, they should be prepared and published on the web-site as soon as possible.

Hearing Sessions

The hearing sessions into the Waste plan are scheduled to commence on Tuesday 24 February 2009.  The hearing sessions into the Minerals plan are scheduled to commence on Tuesday 3 March 2009.  Draft programmes for the respective sessions are attached.  These programmes also identify the parties that, provisionally, are being invited to participate in the hearing sessions.

Whilst it is not anticipated at this stage that additional hearing sessions will be necessary, the hearing sessions will not be formally closed until the Inspector is ready to submit his reports to the Council.
Inspector’s Reports

After the close of the examination, the Inspector will prepare a report on each of the two plans.  These will set out his conclusions and recommendations on the actions or changes needed as regards the soundness of the plans.  The recommendations are binding on the Council.  The estimated date of submission will be announced at the end of the hearing sessions.
Enclosures:

Agenda for pre-hearing meeting

Details of topic notes to be prepared by the Council

Bundle of issues and matters for discussion – Waste

Bundle of issues and matters for discussion – Minerals

Draft programme for Waste hearing sessions

Draft programme for Minerals hearing sessions
� Reference is made to “the Council” as a matter of convenience.  In fact, the waste plan has been prepared, and is being progressed, jointly by Leicestershire County Council and Leicester City Council both of whom are “waste planning authorities”.  The minerals plan is the sole responsibility of Leicestershire County Council, a “minerals planning authority”, and relates to Leicestershire excluding the area of Leicester City.


� The relevant tests are the “new” soundness tests as set out in the June 2008 version of Planning Policy Statement (PPS) 12: creating strong safe and prosperous communities through Local Spatial Planning.





